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PREFACE 


Tue Letters Outward (H.B.C. Arch. A. 6/1) were the counter- 
part to the Minutes of the Committee in the administrative 
system of the Company, and in any study of the early years of 
the Company they must take their place in direct sequence to 
the Minutes, carrying into effect the decisions at which the 
Committee arrived and filling in a good deal of the detail which 
the formal brevity of the Minutes inevitably excluded. 

It is a minor editorial problem that the simple fact of the 
size of the books should entail that the Letters do not cover 
exactly the same years as the Minutes. But this volume of 
Letters covers the same years as the Minutes already published 
at least from 1679 to 1684. Readers will note, in considering 
the problem of dates, that although the official title of this 
volume is correctly printed in exact reproduction of the 
contemporary title which the book of letters bears— ‘‘Copy- 
Book of Letters Outward &c. Begins 29th May 1680 Ends 
5 July 1687 ’’—nevertheless the subtitles do not correspond 
with these dates but with the actual contents of the book, 
which contains some letters written as early as 1679 and some 
documents running as lateas 1694. A further problem arising 
out of dates has been that New Style, Old Style and French 
Style dates are involved ; the discrepancies have been explained 
in the appropriate notes, and the date-headings which have 
been inserted at the right-hand page-headings (to facilitate 
reference) are entirely in English Style, but note the years 
beginning on January Ist. 

The inclusion of illustrations to the Introduction is a new 
departure. But the argument of geographical ignorance 
advanced by Professor Taylor appeared so important, and to 
depend so much on contemporary cartographical evidence, 
that the departure from precedent seemed justified. Our 
thanks to the authorities of the British Museum are due for 
their courtesy in making the material available. 
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Inset maps of poRT NELSON and the BOTTOM OF THE BAY 
from manuscript map by JOHN THORNTON, 1685 
[British Museum, Add. MSS., 5414 (20)] 
By courtesy of the British Museum 


DN ERO DUC LLON 


Tue claim to monopolize the trade and development of the whole 
American North-West—for the region approached through Hudson 
Strait was no less—which was made by the Hudson’s Bay Company under 
their Charter was not likely to go unchallenged. Englishmen, New 
Englanders and Frenchmen looked for flaws and loopholes in that claim, 
and some of them took action on the assumption that it was invalid. All 
in the end were unsuccessful, but they could make out a better case than 
perhaps is customarily allowed. 

That a handful of noblemen and merchants merely by advancing a 
few hundred pounds apiece could become Lords and Proprietors of some 
three million square miles of unexplored territory, besides having the 
exclusive use of half a million or so square miles of the sea, with the 
addition of further privileges should this territory or sea (as was confidently 
expected) embrace a passage by land and water to the Far East, was a 
situation that excited less public remark in 1670 than it might do today. 
Nevertheless that is not to say that the plain man found the Royal 
practice of granting valuable monopolies and patents to private persons 
entirely acceptable. A ballad of the previous reign had put the case 
succinctly. Under a coarse woodcut ran the doggerel : 


If any ask what things these Monsters be 

’Tis a Projector and a Patentee. 

Such as like Vermin on the land did crawl, 
And grow so rich they gained the Devil & all. 


While it is true that the Hudson’s Bay Charter named as one objective 
the establishment of a Plantation or Colony to be called ‘‘ Ruperts Land ”, 
in which presumably persons other than the Proprietors might find new 
homes and opportunities, enough was known of geographical conditions 
immediately round the Bay to indicate that there at least true colonization 
was highly improbable. It has indeed never taken place. But without 
much thought being given to the matter it was assumed that similar 
conditions obtained elsewhere in the chartered territory. When in 1749, 
for example, a demand was made} that the territory should be thrown 


1A short VIEW of the COUNTRIES and TRADE carried on by the Company 
in Hudson’s-Bay .. . [1749]. 
b 
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open to general settlement and enterprise the Company replied ! that the 
climate made settlement impracticable “‘ nor does indeed the Charter seem 
to have had that much in View”. They adduced the further argument 
that no Indian had ever been seen to possess bread and hence that it must 
be impossible to grow the grain essential to a colony of settlement. 

Onan earlier occasion, when in 1690 a Bill was presented to Parliament 
seeking the confirmation of the Charter, several petitions were lodged 
against it. Some of these were merely from parties interested in the trade 
in beaver, another came from the owners of the ship Charles, alias 
Expectation, who still maintained that the vessel had been illegally seized 
upon the high seas in 1683. The more general Reasons... against the 
Bill,? while stressing the evils of monopoly, emphasized also the necessary 
neglect of many resources and opportunities for development where so 
extensive an area was being exploited on so small a scale, and with a single 
emphasis upon furs. 

The strongest point made by the Company on its own behalf was that 
the peculiar geographical circumstances of the Territory necessitated a 
somewhat elaborate and expensive organization, and private enterprise 
would therefore be impossible or ineffective. The trade was of a 
character that could not “‘ be Maintained or Improved by a single sudden 
Voyage of any Undertaker, but by the publick Charge of Fortified Forts 
and Established Factories to abide there, with a constant Correspondency 
with the Indians”. This was the view that carried weight with Adam 
Smith, who although he classed monopolies with “ other mean and 
malignant expedients of the mercantile system ” conceded that only a 
Company could trade to Hudson Bay, and that the existing Company 
could ‘“ engross the whole, or almost the whole trade and surplus produce, 
of the miserable though extensive country comprehended within their 
charter... This company... [he goes on to say] have always enjoyed 
an exclusive trade, in fact, though they may have no right to it in law ”.4 


1 The CASE of the Hudson’s-Bay Company [1749]. See below, p. xl. 

2 Reasons Humbly Offered against the Bill, for Continuing a former Act, for the 
Confirming to the Hudson’s-Bay Company their Priviledges and Trade [1690]. 

3 Hudsons-Bay-Company [1690]. ‘‘ Some particular Men of our Nation also, 
who have disturbed this Company in their Trade, and disputed the Powers of 
their Grant and Charter, have never attained any benefit to themselves, but either 
given Advantage to the Fremch or perished in the Voyage, which is extream 
hazardous. . .” 

4 Adam Smith, dz Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations 
(Oxford, 1928), II, 218, 376. ‘The number of persons in the Bay was then only 
one hundred and twenty. 
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Had they in fact any right in law ? The constantly changing handful 
of Company’s servants who occupied the “ settlements and habitations, 
which they have honoured with the name of forts” (to quote Adam 
Smith again) were strictly forbidden private trade and can hardly be said 
to have “ occupied ” the chartered territory. Three small trading posts, 
all left nearly empty in winter, all on the immediate coast, and all within 
the limited area of the Bottom of the Bay, comprised the sum total of 
what there was to show in the shape of settlement during the space of the 
first twelve years from 1670.1 The French could afford at first to ignore 
so trifling an intrusion (as they deemed it) although they sent Father 
Albanel to see what was going on. The English brought him away, but 
on October 6, 1675, Robert Hooke observed this ‘‘ Hudsons bay 
Jesuite ”, as he called him, walking in the Park with Sir James Hayes, 
only nominally a prisoner.2 The rights conferred by first discovery, by 
formal taking possession or by ‘“‘ premier occupance ” have never been 
legally defined and indeed are challenged to this day. 

If vast areas of the world’s surface outside Christendom could in fact 
be validly donated by Royal or Papal Decree then it was perhaps unwise 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company to ignore the terms of the older Muscovy 
Company’s Charter of 1556 which specifically indicated lands and 
territories “ lying Northwards, Northeastwards, or Northwestwards ” 
as not to be “ visited, frequented nor hanted by any our subjects, other 
then of the sayd company and felowship, and their successours ”’. If, on 
the other hand, it could be argued that the Muscovy Company’s long 
neglect of the north-west left the area legally open to other adventurers, 
then did not the same argument hold good in respect of the immense 
unoccupied territory of which even the fringes were not so much as 
prospected by the Company in 1682, the date of the first open challenge ? 
That the Hudson’s Bay Committee feared that this might be so is clearly 
shown by their nervous anxiety to get forts erected at Port Nelson and 
New Severn’ and by their attempts to secure their title by making, 
with the Indians, covenants purporting to be transfers of blocks 
of territory.‘ 


1 Tbid., II, 375. Moose River is distant about one hundred miles by land 
from Rupert River, and Albany River a further ninety-five miles away. 

? H. W. Robinson and W. Adams (eds.), The Diary of Robert Hooke, M.A., 
M.D., F.R.S., 1672-80 (London, 1935), p. 185. See also G. L. Nute, 
Caesars of the Wilderness ... (New York, 1943), pp. 152-3. 

Smcerpp.O, 14, 22,25, 34, 41, 86, 112, 115. 

4 See pp. 9, 36, 46, 79. “‘ It is Confessed that the Kings Letters Patents... 
cannot alone forme a Right ” (p. 283). 
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The fact that the Charter granted by Philip and Mary (and confirmed 
in the eighth year of Elizabeth) could be studied in Hakluyt’s volumes, 
accessible in any well furnished library, makes it unlikely that the point 
went unnoticed by persons dissatisfied with the later Charter of Charles 
II. There is no reason therefore to doubt the word of learned counsel 
employed in 1684 by the owners of the seized ship Expectation alias 
Charles when he stated categorically that the Hudson’s Bay Company 
had been legally advised that the earlier grant might invalidate their own, 
and that the idea of buying out the Muscovy Company had been 
considered although eventually it was dropped.?_ As events proved, this 
was quite a safe course to take. But there was a case to be argued against 
the Charter, and to speak of rival would-be entrants into the American 
North-West as villains, disloyal servants, deserters, or even to accept the 
milder official term of interlopers,? is surely to take a partisan view. 

The very mariners making unauthorized entry, men who unlike their 
owners could not be expected to be masters of the intricacies of charters, 
had also a case. For the name “‘ Hudson’s Bay ”’ was for a long time very 
ambiguously used. ‘To the French colonists in New France this bay was 
simply “the Bay of North Canada” or “ of the North ”, while on 


contemporary maritime charts and even on many ordinary land maps the 


1R. Hakluyt, The Principal Navigations, Voyages, Traffiques and Discoveries 
of the English Nation, made by Sea or overland ...(London, 1599), I, 267-72, 
“The Charter of the Marchants of Russia, graunted upon the discoverie of the 
saide Countrey, by King PAi/ip and Queene Marie.” Presumably the lawyers 
consulted the Rolls as they did for the Charter of 1670. 

2 See H[udson’s] B[ay Company], Vol. IX, E. E. Rich (ed.), Mizutes of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, 1679-1684: Second Part, 1682-84 (Toronto, ‘The 
Champlain Society, 1946, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 
1946), pp. 279-80. The out letters signed on May 21, 1680 (see pp. 2-16), 
suggest that the Company was then chiefly concerned about the advances being 
made by the French to the north and north-west. But their advice to Governor 
Nixon to strengthen himself at Moose River was ill-conceived, for the canoe 
route from Lake Nipigon led to Chichewan. As the event proved it was therefore 
on the Albany River that the French proved so troublesome, intercepting the 
flow of furs from 1681 onwards. Richard Lucas’ interloping plan, like young 
Gillam’s, was to establish himself a little upstream of one of the forts, so as to 
catch the Indian canoes on their way down to the coast. 

3“ there’s nothing so terrible to a Monopolizer, as an Interloper’, 
remarked John Oldmixon in relating the events of 1682. J. B. Tyrrell (ed.), 
Documents Relating to the Early History of Hudson Bay (Toronto, The Champlain 
Society, 1931), “‘ The History of Hudson’s-Bay ... Being the last chapter of 
volume I of The British Empire in America, by John Oldmixon (London, 1708) ”’ 
p- 400. 
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name of Hudson was associated only with those waters or parts of them 
which lay south of Capes Jones and Henrietta Maria. The Company’s 
officers themselves, when they specified that a servant’s wages were to 
commence “on arrival at the Bay ” intended by that expression ‘on 
arrival at Charlton Island or at Point Comfort in James Bay ”.1 Captain 
Lucas and his mate Daniel Lane, who were accustomed to this usage 
both as regards their wages and on their charts, were perfectly sincere in 
declaring upon oath that their ship, the Expectation, was seized when more 
than two hundred and fifty leagues from Hudson Bay as they understood 
it, and their owners embodied the point in their own Evidence.? Captain 
Walker himself was uneasy at what he had done, for when he seized her, 
the ship was not “ sayling . . . within the Bay ” even in the wider sense 
of the name, and when he arrived in the Downs the Committee ordered 
him to put the Expectation’s men ashore at once.3 

Only gradually and far from consistently did the Company establish 
definitely the use of the name implicit in their Charter. For it may be 
noted that when they appointed John Bridgar and subsequently John 
Abraham as independent Governors of “ Port Nelson. . . in ... Buttons 
Bay” they did not consider this to affect the title or status of John 
Nixon or of his successor, Henry Sergeant. ‘These were still designated 
“ Governour... of... Hudsons Bay ” and it was expressly stated that 
the two Governorships marched at Cape Henrietta Maria.* Expressions 
divorcing Button Bay from Hudson Bay were repeatedly used, as well as 
expressions in the contrary sense. 

It must be conceded therefore that the Company was not upon 
completely firm ground as regards English pretenders, even when it 
had obtained a favourable judgment in the Law Courts. As to the 
French claims, the matter was only settled at diplomatic level, as part of 
a treaty of peace. ‘There was no clear establishment of “ rights ” on 
either side. 


USéée H.B.S., IX, passim. 

2 H.B.S., 1X, 283, “... shee was unduly forcibly taken by the sayd Nehemiah 
Walker which as these Respondents have heard and do believe was somewhere 
within Hudsons streights upon the high seas, but some hundred of Leagues from 
Hudsons Bay. . .” 

PHB S., 1X, 142—3. *See pp. 34, 42. 

® See pp. 32, 33, 34, 89. Tyrrell, Docs. Re/. Early History of Hudson Bay,“ The 
History of Hudson’s-Bay ... by John Oldmixon ”, p. 375, describing Thomas 
Button’s voyage, Oldmixon wrote: “ He pass’d Hudson’s Streights, and leaving 
Hudson’s-Bay to the South, settled above 200 Leagues to the South-West, and 
discover’d a great Continent, by him call’d Mew-Wales. He winter’d at the 
Place afterwards call’d Port Nelson.” 
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Nevertheless, since all parties to the disputes that arose subsequently to 
1680 based their claims or their actions (whether explicitly or implicitly) 
in part at least upon the evidence of maps,} it is relevant and useful to 
examine the contemporary cartography of the American North-West. 
Such an examination will, besides, throw incidental light on the letters 
and documents gathered in this volume. 

In any study of cartographical evidence a first distinction must be 
made between two groups of map-producers, the professional chart- 
makers working specifically for seafaring men, their owners and their 
patrons, and the professional cartographers who made maps and atlases 
for more general use. “The former at his best was a skilled technician but 
not usually a man of much education. The latter, again at his best, was a 
man well read in books of travel and cosmography and not infrequently a 
true scholar. ‘The chart-maker’s procedure was to collect the rough 
charts, sketches, log-books and journals from homecoming seamen and 
pilots (and his establishment was usually near the dockside) and piecing 
these records together as best he could, to graft them on to the existing 
charts in his possession. The cartographer, while using maritime charts 
if he came across them, relied principally upon travellers’ reports and 
other literary and traditional sources, besides such scanty astronomical 
data as were available. This very diverse material (which included old 
maps) he interpreted to the best of his judgment.” 


1 See p. 258, et seq. 

2'These methods can be followed in detail in respect of New France. The 
Jesuit Missionaries carried compass and quadrant on their journeys, and were at 
pains to observe the latitude and calculate the longitude at key points. Distances 
were estimated in terms of day’s journeys by canoe, varying according as they 
were with or against the stream. The Indians were also very carefully interrogated 
especially as regards routes to the Mer du Nord. Rough sketch-maps were then 
drawn which were sent home to be worked up professionally. Re/ations des 
Fésuites... dans la Nouvelle France (Quebec, 1858), III, 1658, p- 19- “* Je vous 


envoie ... quelques memoires que j’ay tirez, partie de deux Francois qui ont 
penetré bien-avant dans le pais, partie de plusieurs Sauvages, qui sont témoins 
oculaires des choses que je vay dire, lesque les pouront servir pour dresser une 
Carte generale de ces contrées. Vous verrez dans le craion que j’envoie . . . les 
nouveaux chemins pour aller 4 la Mer du Nord.. . Jay tracé ces chemins 
suivant le Rhun de vent que les Sauvages ont marqué eux-mesmes, toujours entre 
le Nord-Ouest et Quest ou l'Ouest quart de Sur-Ouest, fort peu droit au Nord.” 
The passage quoted refers to the year 1658 and the whole chapter may be 
compared with the Tabula Novae Franciae, Anno 1660, by Pére Creuxius, 
reprinted for the Labrador Boundary Commission (1926), which is largely based 
upon it, although also embodying later material. 
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Quite apart from the distinctive content and differing cartographical 
conventions of charts and maps respectively as dictated by the functions 
of each, it is true to say that the maritime chart, in intention at least, 
presented only ascertained facts, while interpretation, deduction and even 
speculation might legitimately account for many features on an ordinary 
map. ‘T’radition was strong in both cases, involving resistance to change, 
and since, moreover, a chart painted on vellum and a map engraved on 
copper-plate were alike expensive to produce and slow to wear out, It was 
but natural that many charts and maps remained in circulation and use 
long after becoming factually out of date. 

‘This was even more frequently the case with a third and much inferior 
class of maps, those produced by or for hack-writers, book-sellers, 
print-sellers, engravers and others who had no special knowledge of 
geography. Such men copied and compiled what they wanted quite 
uncritically, using any old maps or plates that came to hand. ‘The 
importance of the resulting maps lies in the fact that as they were 
cheap and as they commonly appeared as book-illustrations, they played 
a considerable part in forming current ideas upon the less known regions 
of the world. As evidence of what areas had actually been discovered 
or settled at a particular date they are of course worthless. 

If we now examine the cartography of the American North-West 
from this standpoint, the first thing to note is that since a monopoly 
Company naturally practised secrecy, any charts, log-books or journals 
made on the voyages or in the Bay were handed in to the Committee 
when the ships returned.!_ As a consequence the current maritime charts 
remained uncorrected for several years, while for a much longer period 
the maps published in atlases and in separate sheets failed to indicate the 


1 See for example pp. 17, 232 and A. 1/84, fo. 27, Ata Committee, April 17, 
1686, “ Ordered the Secretary Deliver Mr. Hayward Capt. Bonds last Journall 
to Port Nellson ; as also Capt. Outlaw’s, That so Capt. Portin may take such 
Notes out of them as may be serviceable to him for his Voyage to Port Nellson & 
likewise the Secretary is Ordered to shew Capt. Portin the new Map of Port 
Nellson or any other in his Custody.” Sir James Hayes handed Gillam’s Journal 
to Captain Greenway of the chartered ship Prudent Mary on May 15, 1680, 
with strict orders for its return to the Company. But it may have been lost with 
the ship. With it was a ruttier entitled “ Instruccions for our Sayling this 
voyage ”, which Gillam had drawn up, and copies of these “ Instruccions ” were 
given to Captains Draper and Cobbie, who ten days earlier had been provided 
with charts drawn by John Thornton (7.B.8., VIII, 62, 66). No general 
description of Hudson Bay appeared in print until 1706, when Oldmixon had 
before him Thomas Gorst’s Journals of 1670-74 and other documents from the 
Company’s Archives. 
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more accurate topography, the new trading posts and the new place 
names resulting from the occupation of the Bay. It was not until 1675 
that John Seller, perhaps the best known compass- and chart-maker of 
the day, printed extracts from Captain Gillam’s Fournal together with 
some of his topographical profiles and rough coastal charts. But even 
these referred only to Gillam’s voyage of 1668-69, before the Company 
was incorporated. They were reproduced, too, in a manner that was 
perhaps intentionally obscure, without any place names, although the 
outline of Rupert Bay with a prominent cape which must be Point 
Comfort, and an indication of Hannah Bay, are recognizable in the last 
of the set of little wood-cut charts that Seller printed." 

This material appeared in The English Pilot. The Fourth Book. The 
First Part? which was hastily issued in incomplete form in connexion 
with the expected expedition to the legendary island of Buss and of its 
supposed adjacent fishing grounds. Seller had been provided with the 
map of Buss drawn by Captain Shepard who claimed to have charted it in 
1671, and the later suppression of the engraved plate of the island, as well 
as of its representation in the chart of the Atlantic Ocean, points to the 
exposure of Shepard’s pretences. It was, however, during the autumn of 
1674, when engaged on this new Book of his English Pilot that Seller was 
first allowed to learn what the correct outline of Hudson Bay was like 
and what was the exact position of Rupert Land. But asa copper-plate 
entitled The North Part of America... (seemingly a version of the 
map of that area drawn earlier by his associate Thornton) had already 
been engraved,’ Seller contented himself with adding to it an inset map of 
the Arctic, signed by his initials, which supplied the main additions and 
corrections to the Hudson Bay area. An amended plate (to be presently 
described) was meanwhile put in hand, and this appeared in some editions 
of his Atlas Maritimus of 1675. But copies of the out-of-date map 
continued to be sold, presumably until stocks were exhausted. 

The major error in the earlier delineations of the Bay had its origin in 
the prototype of all the later maps, the chart drawn by Hessel Gerritz in 
1612 claiming to be from Hudson’s own last journal. Its source gave to 
this chart exceptional authority and prestige, yet in fact, and whether or 
no through Gerritz’ faulty interpretation remains obscure, it was very 


1 Gillam was away in the Bay when the work was in hand, and could not 
therefore assist Seller or correct his mistakes. 

2]. Seller, The English Pilot. The First Book appeared in 1670, “As the 
original title-page and preliminary matter was prefixed to later Books, errors in 
dating these have occurred. 

+See f1B.8., V; 228: 
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misleading. Deep twin bays were shown in the area now known as 
James Bay and these were separated by a long narrow northward-pointing 
peninsula. On the north shore of this peninsula was a third inlet, small 
but carefully drawn, which was marked as Hudson’s wintering place.! 
These are the three original “‘ Hudson’s Bays” as sailors at first understood 
them, and they were thus named on many charts for over half a century. 
Some authorities, for example de Wit in 1660,? assigned Hudson’s name 
only to the little Bay of his wintering. The more easterly of the two 
deeper Bays was also often designated as the “ Great bay of Gods 
deliverance ”, but the pair might be referred to simply as Hudson’s East 
Bay and Hudson’s West Bay. It was thus that they were known to 
Henry Oldenburg, Secretary of the Royal Society, who with the two bays 
in mind tried to follow Gillam’s answers to questions put to him 
concerning the first voyage to Rupert Land. Asked “‘ How they call the 
place? ” Gillam replied “‘ Nova Britannia in ye bottom of East Hudson 
Bay”. ‘This was “ distinct from ye West Bay, ye place of Captain James 
wintering ” commented Oldenburg.* So strong in fact was the influence 
of Gerritz’ chart that when Captain James explored and mapped (with 
considerable accuracy) the bay that now bears his name, he assumed that 
he was in Hudson’s West Bay and drew in the Great or East Bay beside 
it. James’ map in its turn, as being drawn by a first-hand observer, was 
naturally accepted by the majority of cosmographers and chart-makers 
as authoritative, and so the error persisted. 

From the practical point of view, however, the faulty mapping of the 
‘Bottom of the Bay” as the Company, following the French 
practice, usually termed it, was of less moment than the uncertain 
interpretation of its west coast. On Gerritz’ chart this ran in a straight 
unbroken line from south to north, for Hudson had merely sighted it. 
Among his successors it was Thomas Button who discovered that there 
was a great westward insweep of the shoreline forming a secondary 
embayment which became known from Cape Henrietta Maria 


1“ de bay ubj Hudson hybernavit.” Hudson Bay is called “‘ Mare Magnum 
ab Mo. Hudsono primum inventum ” (Tebula Nautica...1612). See p. 176. 

2 Frederick de Wit, 4t/as and Maritime Charts, 11, Chart No. 155. See p. 
256. 

* This was the case in the first Seller-Thornton map described above, p. xviii. 

4 Royal Society MSS. Classified Papers XIX, Nos. 14 and 72. References 
to these interrogations, and a summary of Gillam’s information supplemented by 
that of Governor Bayly are printed in T. Birch, The History of the Royal Society 
of London .. . (London, 1756), II, 436; III, 43-6, under dates May 19, 1670, 
_ and April 18, 1672. 
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northwards as Button Bay. This name (further to confuse the issue) was 
used subsequently in a much more restricted sense. Button wintered on 
the north shore of the grand estuary which he named Port Nelson after a 
dead companion. The objective of his voyage, and of those immediately 
succeeding it, was the discovery of a north-west passage, but the results 
secured were tantalisingly obscure. Faced by this difficulty, contemporary 
English cosmographers characteristically invited one of the Gresham 
professors, that ‘“ thrice-learned ... Mathematician ” Henry Briggs, to 
weigh up the evidence, particularly that afforded by the strong sea currents 
that had been observed to run from the west. 

The result was an academic pamphlet, published in 1622, which was 
reprinted together with Briggs’ specially drawn map in the admired and 
widely-read Pilgrimes of Samuel Purchas.1 The map indicated three 
openings leading westward out of the Bay, the most notable being that at 
Port Nelson described by the author as “a faire entrance to ye nearest 
and most temperate passage to Japa & China”. This map was afforded 
great weight by its distinguished authorship and was made use of by 
Captains James and Foxe in drawing their own maps. The latter, 
however, having himself examined the entire coast of Button Bay, and 
sailed up the Nelson Estuary as far as the “ freshes ”, that is to say to 
Gillam Island, drew a light line on his chart across this entry to signify 
that it was no strait. The famous Dutch chart-makers, Visscher and 
de Wit, followed the seamen rather than the scholars, and hence the chart 
of the Bay drawn by the latter in 1660 is (save for the twin West and East 
Bays) remarkably accurate. Nevertheless, this same Dutchman’s 
General Atlas, in which a copy of this particular chart was inserted, 
contains also a map? of the whole North American continent which 
presented a totally different picture, a picture borrowed from de Wit’s 
renowned contemporary Sanson. 

Nicholas Sanson, Sieur d’Abbeville, who is considered the founder of 
the modern French school of cartography, was a cosmographer, a man 
that is to say whose workshop was the library and not the sea or the 
dockside. After examining and comparing the published material he 
drew the Bottom of the Bay with a double gulf, following James, but 
copied the western shore from the learned Briggs. And he very greatly 
exaggerated the breadth and length of the supposititious Passage, probably 
because the French Jesuit Re/ations appeared to confirm its existence.® 


1§. Purchas, Purchas his Pilgrimes ... (London, 1625), III, 852-3. 

2de Wit, Atlas and Maritime Charts, II, No. 129. 

3In the Relations des Fésuites, 11], 1660, pp. 9-10, the writer relates a 
conversation with a convert, an Algonquin chief, whose people travelled between 


INTRODUCTION 2o4) 


His various maps of America from 1650 onwards can be conveniently 
studied and compared in the great Sanson 4¢/as which went through 
many editions, the first dated 1667.1. As Geographer in Ordinary to the 
French King, Sanson enjoyed a high reputation in England and his 
“particular ” map of Canada contained in this Atlas was reprinted in 
London in 1669 by the popular writer Richard Blome. It was 
undoubtedly from this learned French cosmographer (who as a literary 
man, and like the Jesuit writer cited, used the name Hudson Bay in the 
sense we employ today) rather than from the Dutch chart-makers that 
the promoters of the Hudson’s Bay Company borrowed their ideas of the 
American North-West.2, They were acting in no mere spirit of 
adventure and romance when they associated the discovery of a passage 
to the Far East with the establishment of Rupert Land. From the map 
it appeared to be a sound business proposition, and the more likely of the 
two to be remunerative.? 
The hopes held out by Sanson’s maps were reinforced by the specia 

and more detailed map * of Canada drawn in 1664 by Pierre Du Val, a 


the Great Lakes and the Bay: “‘ Les Sauvages qui habitent la pointe de ce lac 
[Superior] la plus éloignée de nous, nous ont donné des lumieres toutes fraisches 
... touchant le chemin du Japon et de la Chine, dont on a fait tant de recherche 
...En outre, de ce mesme lac Superieur, suivant une Riviere vers le Nord, on 
arrive aprés huit ou dix journées, 4 la baye de Hudson, a la hauteur de 
cinquante-cing degrez; et de ce lieu, tirant au Noroiiest, il y a environ 
quarante lieués par terres jusques 4 la Baye de Button, ot est le port de 
Nelson, 4 cinquante-sept degrez de latitude et deux cent septante de 
longitude [ie. E. of Ferro], d’ot lon ne doit compter que mille quatre 
cent lieués jusqu’au Japon...” This passage was interpreted as interposing 
a peninsula between Hudson and Button Bays. The translation of the 
information into terms of latitude and longitude was of course the work of the 
Jesuit writer and does not afford evidence, as Miss Grace Lee Nute believed 
(Caesars of the Wilderness, p. 72), that the information came in fact from 
Radisson and Groseilliers. 

1 N. Sanson, Cartes générales de toutes les parties du Monde ... (1667). 

2 There was no English library Atlas at this date, and choice had to be made 
between that of Sanson and that of Blaeu (of Amsterdam) for an Atlas of first 
quality. Prince Rupert possessed a fine collection of charts, but there is no 
evidence that he planned the Hudson Bay enterprise. 

3 In the contemporary view, this was the prime objective of the Company, and 
the writer of 4 short VIEW... of 1749 complained that the search for the 
Passage had been neglected. A reward of £20,000 for its discovery was offered 
in 1745, but with the proviso that existing grants and patents must not be 
encroached upon. 


4 See p. 296. 
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popular geographer (though very far from a man of Sanson’s calibre) 
who had also been appointed to the French Royal household. While 
taking Sanson’s Canada as his model, Du Val added to it his own 
interpretation of the relations and reports arriving from New France. 
For during the years 1658-63 rapid progress had been made in exploring 
the Upper Lakes, while various parties and individuals had actually 
crossed the Height of Land northwards and probably reached the Mer du 
Nord. Exactly where Radisson and Groseilliers had been is a matter of 
dispute, but it is certain that Radisson’s Narrative * cannot be entirely 
relied upon, and the proposals which they made at Oxford in 1665 can 
best be interpreted on the supposition that they were in fact amplifying 
their personal experience from cartographical and literary sources. 
Indeed, it is very likely that they used a copy of Du Val’s map to press 
home their argument, for it does indicate “ That there is great hope of 
finding some passage through those Lakes [i.e., the Great Lakes] into the 
South Sea ”’,2 and affords a reasonable explanation of the instructions 
issued by the Adventurers to the masters of the Nonsuch and Eaglet in 
1668 : ‘* You are to have in yor thoughts the discovery of the Passage 
into the South sea and to attempt it as occasion shall offer with the advice 
and direction of Mr. Gooseberry and Mr. Radisson, or one of them, they 
having told us that it is but 7 daies padling or sailing from the River 
where they intend to trade and Harbour unto the stinking Lake ® and not 
above 7 daies more to the streight wch leads into that sea they call the 
South sea and from thence but forty or fifty Leagues to the sea it selfe in 


1G. D. Scull (ed.), Voyages of Peter Esprit Radisson (Boston, 1885). 

2 London, Public Record Office, State Papers, Domestic, Charles II, 44/26, 
February 7, 1668, Charles II’s instructions for the transfer of the Eaglet 1668. 
For one of the various printed sources, see Minnesota History, XVI, G. L. Nute, 
““ Radisson and Groseilliers’ Contribution to Geography’, p. 415. 

3’The name “ Stinking Lake ” or “ Stinking Water”, for which the Indian 
word was “ Winnipeg’, has given rise to the idea that the two Frenchmen 
visited the lake now so named. The following passage from the Re/ations des 
Fésuites, U1, 1660, p. 9, is therefore relevant. “ II partit [the Algonquin chief ] 
au mois de Juin l’année mil six cent cinquante-huit, du lac des Oliinipegouek, qui 
n’est proprement qu’une grande baye de celuy des Hurons, d’autres l’appellent le 
lac des Puans, non qu’il soit salé comme l’eau de la Mer, que les Sauvages 
appellent Oiinipeg, c’est-4-dire eau puante ; mais pource qu’il est environné de 
terres ensouffrées, d’ot sortent quelques sources qui portent dans ce lac la 
malignité que leurs eaux ont contractées aux lieux de leur naissance.” Du Val 
placed the Lac des Puants at the nearer end of Lake Superior, Pére Creuxius 
(p. xvi) at the northern extremity of Lake Michigan. He termed it “ Magnus 
Lacus algonquinorum seu Lacus Foetétium ” 
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all wch streight it Ebbs and flowes by meanes whereof the passage up and 
downe will be quicke. . .” 1 

The River “ where they intend to trade and Harbour” was that 
subsequently called the Rupert, and there seems no reason to doubt that 
the Frenchmen had already approached it overland, although the help of 
the Indians was required to lead Gillam into it from the sea. Rupert Bay 
was the “ Bay of the Kilistinons” of the Relations which contain a 
passage to the effect that it can be reached from the Upper Algonquins’ 
country (identified by Creuxius with the Stinking Lake) ina seven days’ 
canoe journey. From the Lac des Puants, according to Du Val, it was 
only a short distance northward to the Aer du costé du Nort dite 
Glaciale ... which continued the Button Bay Passage south-westward 
and was presumed to lead to the South Sea (Pacific Ocean). An immense 
peninsula of New South Wales made it appear (on the map) an easier 
journey to reach this Passage overland than to approach it by sea.? 

Du Val’s Canada as it was later reissued in his Atlas (1677) was used 
as an argument for the English title to the lands about Hudson Bay during 
the dispute with the French.? It showed no French settlements within 
hundreds of leagues of the Bay, nor did it call Rupert River “ French 
River ”, which the French alleged to be its true name and one affording 
evidence of their prior occupancy. The answer was, of course, that the 
map was long out of date, and the settlements were those of 1664, while 


1 P.R.O., State Papers Domestic, Charles II, 251/180. For one of the various 
printed sources see Nute, “Radisson and Groseilliers’ Contribution to 
Geography ”, pp. 419-23. 

* The “ Bay of the Kilistinons ” (Cristinoux or Crees) received three rivers, 
the Nottaway, Broadback and Rupert (to give them their modern names) which 
were all used as waterways (in combination with the Saguenay) to Tadoussac, 
while the Nottaway also communicated (by easy portage) with the St. Maurice 
River and Three Rivers. According to an Indian informant the Rupert (or 
Nemiskau) route was preferred as farthest from danger of the Iroquois. This 
was the route taken by Pére Albanel. Lake Nemiskau, seventy miles above 
Charles Fort, was the limit of the territory of the Traitte de Tadoussac according 
to later French maps. The most westerly French settlements on Du Val’s map 
are 8. Esprit on Lake Nipissing (Biserenis) whence the route direct to Montreal 
was already known, and Sault St. Pierre on the north-west extremity of Lake 
Huron. Presumably it was expected to reach the Stinking Lake without 
encountering French colonists. It must be emphasised, however, that a 
characteristic landsman’s map such as Du Val’s did not influence the practical 
seaman. Captain Newland took the Wivenhoe to Port Nelson in 1670 without 
encountering or expecting to encounter any peninsula of New South Wales. 


B See 208: 
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the name French or Frenchman’s River was bestowed by the English, as 
will presently be shown. But the lawyers arguing the case had too little 
knowledge of cartography to make such points as these. In the same 
document, presumably “ Mr. Kinvins observations upon the Mapps ”’,* 
Sanson’s map of 1650 is cited as being favourable to the English case 
because all the place-names inserted round the Bay were English ones. 
The facts were correct but not necessarily the inference. Sanson (as 
he was careful to state) had based his map on the records of English (and 
Danish) voyages. 

Cartography did indeed lend no support to the belief that French 
territory had ever run to the Arctic Pole as laid down in the Edict of 
Louis XIII, 2 for Canada was usually shown by its tinted boundary to 
terminate at the M/er du Nort, that is to say on the south shores of Hudson 
Strait and the supposed passage through Button Bay. But as the French 
Commissioners summoned to enquire into the English complaints 
sensibly said, maps did not provide legal evidence on a political issue, 
“The Right which they [the disputants] would take from the Moderne 
Mapps is without any Foundation, these things haveing not been done by 
order nor by the adherence of the Sovareigns, those which Composed 
them seekeing onely Novelty, thereby to gett the better Saile & take the 
Last accompts they Find without informeing themselves from whence 
they come”. Although this was hardly just to the painstaking Sanson. 

Even a Royal appointment as Hydrographer or Geographer gave no 
official sanction to a cartographer’s views, but the general belief about the 
political geography of Canada was probably that popularized by Pierre Du 
Val on a set of geographical playing cards which he designed for the 
young Dauphin long before there was any question of English activities 
in the Bay.4 On the card devoted to Canada we read “ Le Canada a 8 
principales Colonies d’Européens ”, and these are enumerated as New 
France, New Denmark, New Wales, New Brittany, Acadia, New 
England, New Holland and New Sweden. Canada was thus treated as a 
regional and not as a political unit. New Brittany was Gillam’s Nova 


1 See p. 342. ‘The observations referred to must be those abstracted on p. 297. 

2 See p. 297. The western limit of longitude set out in this Edict, i.e.°85° W. 
in modern reckoning, would exclude the two Upper Lakes and the whole of the 
Nelson and Churchill Basins from French territory. 

3 See p. 273. “It is not pretended [replied the English] that the Mapps doe 
Settle a Certaine Right, but the names which they Generally give to Country’s 
are Conveinceing marks of the Propriety” (p. PRT) E 

4'The cards were dated 1669, but a copy of the engraved sheet from which 
they could be cut out and mounted was to be found in the Atlas of 1676. 
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Britannia, the East Main, and the name in its Latin form, translated back 
as New Britain, has often caused confusion. Nomenclature was, 
however, very far from uniform. Hubert Jaillot, for instance, who 
succeeded to Sanson’s business when the latter died in 1667, used the 
title Le Canada ou Partie dela Nouvelle France... fora map he drew in 
1696. But this was very definitely a political map, designed to show the 
position when the French had seized the forts at the Bottom of the Bay. 
Rupert River is renamed the French or Nemiskau River, while the 
correct name (and the accompanying English fort) are transferred to a 
position further to the north-east. 

It is little wonder that Governor Nixon complained that “ our patant 
is verry darke in that it is not bounded with any line of latitude or 
longitude”, It was, however, usually assumed that by taking possession 
of a river possession was thereby taken of its whole drainage area. In 
other words, water-partings (like main seas) were held to be “ natural ”’ 
and therefore (by a simple transference of ideas) rightful boundaries. 
This notion is given expression in several of Sanson’s maps, in which the 
conventional symbol for a political boundary (a pecked or dotted line) is 
placed along the Hauteur des ‘Terres, the summit line which was assumed 
to divide the St. Lawrence and Hudson Bay drainage areas. In the map 
Amerique Septentrionale (revised by G. Sanson in 1669) the Height of 
Land bounds New F rance, but when the London globe-maker, William 
Berry, published an English edition of the whole Sanson Atlas in 1680 
he restricted the name “ Canada ” to the south of this natural boundary. 
Yet he did not insert Rupert Land to the north of it, for this name was 
still almost unknown.?2 Berry retained the faulty twin bays which 
Sanson had copied from Captain James, assigning Hudson’s name only to 
the East Bay, and placing Rupert River and Charles Fort (his only new 
Names) at its innermost extremity. If he was aware (as he probably was) 
of the amended chart by Seller and Thornton correcting the outline of 
the Bottom of the Bay, he preferred the authority of Sanson. For the 


1Yet there seems to have been real confusion about this river, for in the 
“Second Memoriall of the French Compa.” (see p. 287) we read: “... in the 


-..the country of Canada and that of Hudsons Bay are Two Different 
Provinces and have noe Relation but that of Neighbourhood as may appeare by 
Antient & Moderne Mapps” (p. 292). 
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English ‘chart-makers were not considered reliable by critical 
cartographers, since it was only too evident from earlier issued parts of 
The English Pilot that (as Pepys uneasily suspected) they sometimes 
bought up old Dutch plates and used them again with very little 
amendment.! 

As regards the Bay, however, they had inside information, although 
their first corrected chart, published in 1675 as already described, was 
still a poor one. However, the insertion of new names, such as Point 
Comfort, was evidence of access to the Company’s records, and 
later editions showed great improvement and additional detail. The 
disappearance of the redundant East Bay and hence of the peninsula 
separating the twin bays had nevertheless some odd consequences, for the 
draughtsman was reluctant to lose any place names, and these were 
transferred to the East Main, where, for example, we now find Hudson’s 
Bay, in the sense of the Bay of his wintering. This has proved a trap for 
the unwary map-reader!?_ It was at latest by 1680 that Thornton was 
directly employed by the Company to provide charts for their 
ship-masters. These were ona larger scale than the engraved charts sold to 
the public, but the latter now showed, for example, the main land-marks 
on the sailing-route south from Charlton Island. ‘The passage was 
between “ Little wood ” (now Wood) Island and Mount Shaddock (now 
Sherrick), a promontory rising abruptly to five hundred and forty feet 
altitude on the East Main. ‘Thence the course lay between Point 
Comfort and “ Shipherds ” (now Stag) Island, round Redondo Island ® 
(Stag Rock) and into the mouth of Rupert River. Heré there is a bar 
across the estuary, but a tidal rise of eight feet allows small ships to enter 
and to reach the safe anchorage first used by Gillam in 1668. From 
Gorst’s Journal we learn that already in 1670 the rivers to north-east and 
south-west of Rupert River were named Peter’s River (after an Indian) 
and Frenchman’s River (perhaps after Radisson) respectively. TLE 
latter was the modern Broadback, and we have already noted that the 
name which appeared on Thornton’s maps suggested to interested 
parties that the French had been first in the area. 


1 Samuel Pepys discusses the unreliability of contemporary sea charts both in his 
Naval Minutes and in his Tangier Journal. See J. R. Tanner (ed.), Samuel 
Pepys’s Naval Minutes and E. Chappell (ed.), The Tangier Papers of Samuel 
Pepys (London, The Navy Records Society, 1926 and 1935). 

2°A.S. Morton, 4 History of the Canadian West to 1870-71 ... (London, 
1939)» pp: 27-8. 

3 By his use of the name Redondo we may infer that Oldmixon had one of 
Thornton’s charts before him in 1706. 
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Two of John Thornton’s large charts drawn for use on the voyages 

have survived. “They were painted on vellum. ‘The earlier one, dated 
1685, is in the British Museum,! the second, dated 1699, is in unknown 
hands, but a photographic copy exists in the Royal Geographical Society’s 
Map Room. The special interest of the map of 1685 lies in the large 
scale insets of the various harbours on which forts or factories had been 
erected. “These show, among other details, the soundings along the 
channels that wound among the shoals and sandbanks. The minimum 
depth marked is two fathoms, presumably that necessary for a sea-going 
vessel drawing about nine feet. A channel of this depth reached the 
north bank of Nelson River a little below Flamborough Head, and 
determined the location of Button’s wintering place and of Bridgar’s 
house, which is close by. It may have been when she lay at anchor 
opposite Bridgar’s house that the Prince Rupert was cast away. His fort, 
which the French burnt in the spring of 1683, was just below Button’s 
wintering place, and Fort Hayes, built by Abraham later in the same 
year, was probably at “‘ Walkers Pt ”’ on the south shore of Nelson River, 
or on the north side of ‘‘ Sr. Edward Deerings Island ’”—which is really 
apeninsula. ‘“‘ Hayes Fort ”, which appears to have been roughly inserted 
after the chart was finished, and should really be “‘ York Fort ” built by 
Abraham in the autumn of 1684, is marked further to the east of 
“Walkers Pt ”, and on the north bank of Hayes River. Itstocation was 
likewise determined by the existence of a two fathom channel which 
swings against the south shore of Dering “‘ Island ”’, and is reached more 
easily from the sea than Abraham’s fort of 1683 at ‘‘ Walkers Pt”. 

Thornton paid a compliment to the then Deputy Governor and his 
lady by giving the names “Sr. James” and “ Falklands” to the two 
islands elsewhere called Bachelor’s Islands, where young Gillam brought 
the little ship Bachelor’s Delight. All but one of the members of 
Committee were similarly flattered. “The Prisoners Islands, marked well 
up “Sr. James Hayes’ River”, were doubtless the scene of the 
Englishmen’s confinement, while the two unnamed houses nearby on 
the south bank were perhaps those of the French. Albany Fort is shown 
on the south bank of the River Chichichewan and not on Bailey’s 
(Bayly) Island as generally described. But as Michael Grimington was 


commended for finding a new approach to this river,? this fort, too, may 


1 Additional MSS., 5414 (20). A. 1/8, At a Committee, March 20, 1685, 
“Mr. John Thorneton haveing Drawen out very curiously the Map of 
Hudsons Bay upon parchment Ordered he shall have a reward of £4 for the same.” 
For the portions reproduced, see p. xi. 

2 See p. 125. 

c 
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have been re-sited. In Moose River the position of the factory on Hayes 
Island is again seen to be related to a convenient two fathom channel which 
winds in from the sea between dangerous sand-banks, while the feature 
of interest in the Rupert River chart is the Falls just above the harbour, 
the first of a ladder-like series which must have made the river extremely 
difficult to navigate by canoe below Lake Nemiskau. The modern map 
marks a portage all the way from the sea to this lake. 

As is well known, larger vessels could come only to Charlton Island, 
as they do today. Here Thornton marks two anchorages on the east coast 
in ten fathoms, separated by a point on which is a building, presumably 
Nixon’s warehouse. The approach of incoming ships to these anchorages 
was from the north and west. “ Tederleys” (now Trodely) and 
“Stretons ”” Islands were kept to larboard and Charlton to starboard. 
This passage could be perilous. Here the Expectation (inward bound) 
and the Prudent Mary (outward bound) were cast away, and we have 
Governor Nixon’s vivid account of the anxieties attendant on the 
approach of the Diligence under the command of the egregious Captain 
Walker. The chart dated 1699 is chiefly of interest as being the obvious 
prototype of the very inferior chart drawn ten years later by John’s 
successor Samuel Thornton. It indicates by a bold line what is 
presumably a suggested Anglo-French boundary along the Height of 
Land on which Lake Mistassini lies. 2Tthe Frenchman’s River is clearly 
named between the Rupert and the Nottaway, thus confirming its 
identification with the Broadback.1 

In concluding this section on cartography it may be noted that a 
sheltered anchorage in nine fathoms under the lee of Point Comfort had 
been charted by Captain Gillam in 1668, and this perhaps explains the 
name. ‘This anchorage could be used by larger vessels bringing passengers 
and stores direct to the mainland, as for example when John Nixon first 
arrived in the Bay. A trail led overland to Moose Factory, but one of 
the smaller coasting vessels was normally used for the rest of the journey. 


ii 
As might be expected, conditions of sea and weather in Hudson Bay 
and in the Strait are often formidable, and it is surprising that shipwrecks 
and disasters were relatively so few, four ships only becoming a total loss 


down to 1685. Our English seamen, however, had frequented the 
Greenland whale fisheries for generations, and were consequently 


1'The discovery of this map invalidates certain inferences drawn from that of 
1709. See Morton, History of the Canadian West, pp. 27-8. 
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experienced in handling the gravest difficulties encountered, those arising 
from ice, icebergs and fog. They were familiar, too, with the route in 
high latitudes across the Atlantic, and once they had picked up the 
well-known outlines of Capes Farewell and Desolation in Southern 
Greenland it was but a short run westward before the prominent and 
distinctive headland of Resolution Island marked the way into Hudson 
Strait. Nevertheless, between Greenland and Resolution, there is a 
dangerous movement of icebergs drifting southwards, especially in 
summer, and while the Strait, being very deep, never completely freezes 
over, icebergs and pack-ice are driven into it from either end according to 
wind and tide. The bay ice, too, along its margins, persists until very late 
in the season as we may learn from Richard Lucas’s lively account of 
how he dodged the George ketch in and out of the ice in July of 1683, 
before he was forced to surrender to Captain Walker. 

Throughout the Bay the strongest winds blow from the Arctic 
north-west, increasing in violence as autumn approaches, so that sea-ice 
is swept forward and piled towards the south-east.2. As a result the East 
Main presents a surface of cold, barren tundra while the West Main in 
the same latitudes carries a forest cover. During a short period in early 
summer the great river estuaries are especially dangerous, for since their 
upper reaches lie far to the south, these are thawed out while the estuaries 
are still blocked by ice. Once the estuarine ice begins to break up it is 
Swept out to sea with great violence by the dammed up water from the 
upper river now suddenly released. This warmer water may open up 
shipping lanes inshore when Charlton and other islands out in the Bay are 
still beset by ice. This was one of the reasons why Nixon advised the 
Company to abandon the use of large vessels which had to unload at 
Charlton in favour of ships of less draught which could make straight for 
Moose Factory. ‘The Charlton anchorage was protected and sheltered 
by Danby Island to the east, but the channel thus formed is swept by 
strong tidal currents both at the ebb and the flood, and when the ice is 
breaking up it is driven backwards and forwards in a most dangerous way. 
In the autumn the estuaries again have their brief season of extreme peril. 
As cakes of ice begin to form they are driven violently seawards by the 


2H.B.S., 1X, 280. 

2 It was the popular belief that winds originated in subterranean caverns. 
Tyrrell, Docs. Rel Early History of Hudson Bay, “ The History of Hudson’s-Bay 
-. + by John Oldmixon ”, p. 379, “ There’s an Island about 5 or 6 Leagues from 
the West Main call’d Little Rocky Isle, it being a meer Heap of Rocks and Stones, 
with some small Brush-Wood growing upon it. ”Tis suppos’d to overflow with 
great North-West Winds, which make a High-Tide all over the Bay.” 
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still unfrozen upper waters, especially when these are reinforced by the 
ebb-tide. It was doubtless in such circumstances that in October, 1682, 
the cable of Gillam’s ship was cut by ice and she was driven out to sea to 
become a total loss. All but five of the crew escaped in the boats, but the 
Captain was one of those who perished. 

The cold and rough journey out from England must have been very 
damping to the spirits of those not accustomed to the sea, and it was 
possibly from one of these that Oldmixon heard the eloquent description 
of the pleasures of arrival at Charlton Island which, however, he gives as 
though it were his own. “ Charlton Island... affords a beautiful 
Prospect to such as make it in the Spring, after a long Voyage of 3 or 4 
Months, in the most dangerous Seas in the World, occasion’d by the vast 
Mountains of Ice, which drive in the Bay and Streights... To see one 
Day the Shoar of the West [East] Main bare, the Mountains cover’d 
with Snow, and Nature looking like a Carcass frozen to Death ; and the 
next to behold Charlton Island spread with Trees, and the Branches 
making as it were a green Tuft of the whole, is a Surprize, that must give 
the greatest Pleasure after the Fatigues of an intollerable Winter 
Voyage.” } 

The great size and volume of the rivers entering the Bay, coupled 
with the powerful currents which they can develop, enables them to 
transport not only ice but exceptionally heavy loads of silt down to the 
sea, Asa result the estuaries, and indeed the whole shore-line in parts of 
the Bay, are heavily encumbered by shoals and sand-banks. It was 
necessary to keep the lead going constantly when sailing inshore, and 
even so boats frequently went aground. Only during the months of 
July, August and September can the Strait and Bay be freely navigated, a 
fact which made a quick turn round (in ten to twenty days) of chartered 
shipping absolutely essential. The prevalence of summer fog might 
dangerously delay a ship’s arrival, yet there were grave objections to the 
obvious remedy of allowing chartered ships to winter in the Bay like 
Company’s ships. And not on the score of expense alone.2 The 
seasonal limits are not of course rigid, and the ice-free period is subject 
to irregular extension or curtailment of a fortnight or so at either end. 

The dominant arctic air-stream already mentioned as flowing from 
north-west to south-east accounts for the fact that there is relatively little 
difference between the climates of Port Nelson and the Bottom of the Bay 


1'Tyrrell, Docs. Rel. Early History of Hudson Bay, “The History of 
Hudsons-Bay ... by John Oldmixon ”, pp. 379-80. 

2 Nixon’s narrative makes plain the personal and administrative problems that 
might arise. 
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in spite of some seven degrees difference in latitude. The weather 
everywhere is typically continental—pleasantly hot, if sometimes foggy 
in summer, severely cold during the long winter, with mitigating dry air 
and bright sunshine. ‘The transition from freezing winter to warm 
summer and again from summer to winter is extraordinarily rapid, as 
it isin Russia. Governor Nixon declared that when the thaw did come 
a mere couple of days saw the estuaries swept clear of ice. This great 
spring thaw is the signal for the appearance of clouds of mosquitoes, while 
snow blizzards give warning of the onset of winter. 

The strong seasonal rhythm of temperature is reflected in the rhythm 
of vegetable and animal life and it is this and not their “ wandring and 
variable Dispositions ” 1 which in turn determines the seasonal movements 
and activities of the forest Indians. Migratory birds and mammals move 
to their feeding and breeding grounds by definite stages and along 
accustomed routes, so that at any given place there may be abundance of 
food for a few weeks followed by extreme scarcity. “[wice a year, for 
example, in April and September, migrating geese flocked about Point 
Comfort and the estuaries at the Bottom of the Bay and were an important 
source of meat. But in four or five weeks they had completely 
disappeared, to be replaced in October by ptarmigan. 

The Indian tribes scattered into family groups for the autumn and 
winter hunting and fur-collecting season, the season of free movement 
when rivers, lakes and muskeg, even, too, the sea between the islands, 
were hard frozen and could be travelled on snow-shoes. In the summer, 
when movement was by canoe, and restricted to the main rivers, they 
assembled again into large bands for feasts, ceremonies and trade, and the 
furs were transported by water to the factories. In this season the 
abundant fish, caught by weirs, traps and nets, added to the food supply, 
particular rivers, lakes and creeks being allotted to individual families. 

The limits of Indian migration northwards were set by a necessary 
correspondence with the northern limit of growth of the indispensable 
canoe birch, the bark of which also covered the summer tepee. At Port 
Nelson the birch was already scarce, and to attract the Indians down the 
river to trade there Radisson offered them rolls of bark sent from the 
Bottom of the Bay.? Beyond the tree limit northwards and north-eastwards 
lay the realm of the Eskimo, holding at first no attraction for 
Europeans. For the beaver colonies, which were the raison a’étre of the 
first English factories, do not occur outside the forest region, while 
within it the “lodges” lay well up the “ freshes ? where poplar (the 
main food of the beaver) was abundant amidst the predominating spruce. 


1 See p. 292. * See pp. 180, 199. 
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Hence the pelts could only be obtained at second hand so long as there 
was no travel or settlement inland. 

The Company was early aware from the reports of its servants that 
a more promising virgin fur-bearing territory lay westward and 
north-westward, beyond the limits of French penetration and among 
Indians as yet untainted by European contacts. Hence they were unlikely 
to agree to the “‘ Expedients Proposed by the French Comrs.”,! namely to 
accept the return of the three captured Forts at the Bottom of the Bay 
and deliver up Port Nelson. Captain Nehemiah Walker once declared, 
in fact, that the original intention had been to make Nelson the principal 
factory, and it is the obvious gateway to the true North-West. Certainly 
it was immediately reconnoitred by Governor Bayly in 1670, but his men 
were worn out and disheartened by the difficulties encountered, and it 
was easier to commence operations among Indians already accustomed to 
methods and terms of barter with Europeans. 

The natives, wherever encountered, showed themselves consistently 
friendly and peaceable, for they were not sensible of any encroachment 
upon their hereditary hunting grounds, but their manner of life, seen at 
close hand, gave no support to the literary conceit of the Noble Savage, 
which was already current in England. As to which Oldmixon says : 
“ Let the Learned say all the fine Things that Wit, Eloquence, and Art, 
can inspire them with, of the Simplicity of pure Nature, the Beauty and 
Innocence ; these Wretches are an Instance, that this Innocence is 
downright Stupidity, and this pretended Beauty a Deformity, which puts 
Man, the Lord of Creation, on an equal Foot with the Beasts of the 
Forrest.” * 


ili 
Life at the Bay was hard and would have been harder had it not been 
for the tutelage of the two experienced voyageurs, Radisson and 


Groseilliers. ‘They could supervise the construction of a weather-tight 
log-house, advise on the building of the great stoves and ovens necessary 


1 See p. 300, 

2 Tyrrell, Docs. Rel. Early History of Hudson Bay, “ The History of Hucsons’- 
Bay... by John Oldmixon”’, p. 382. Sir Christopher Wren (as President) 
initiated a discussion of the Hudson Bay Indians at the meeting of the Royal 
Society on June 29, 1681, but the points he dwelt upon were their alleged 
longevity (120-30 years); the practice of their ancient men, when no longer 
able to run down game, of requesting their eldest sons to strangle them; anda 
device for keeping bears away at night. ‘The founders of science still thought only 
the “ curious’ worthy of attention (Birch, History of the Royal Society, 1V, 92). 
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for Canadian winter comfort, fashion snow-shoes and tents of moose-skin 
for winter travel, handle a canoe and tackle rapids and portages. ‘They 
knew when and where to find game and fish and how to prepare and 
store it for winter use. Above all, they were familiar with the Indian 
languages, customs and etiquette, and with their established practices of 
bargaining and barter. How valuable their services and their local 
knowledge were to the Company may be judged from the readiness with 
which their double-dealing of 1682 was condoned, and from the high 
salary, authority and privileges subsequently allowed to Radisson at Port 
Nelson.1 

Our Englishmen, wedded though they were to a diet of bread and beef 
and beer, made shift to live reasonably well in the factories, but they did 
not become expert woodsmen ; nor was it reasonable to expect them to, 
for they were engaged on short contract and while rigidly debarred from 
private trade received a remuneration that was far from generous, Only 
an individual here and there took the trouble to pick up the Indian 
~ lingua”, and there was an understandable reluctance to penetrate 
inland in emulation of the “industrious F renchmen”. Indeed, to 
venture into the muskeg, or to take a Journey upstream against the falls 
and rapids, and thread the intricate lakes, meanwhile living off the country, 
was no task for a tyro. ‘The parties who were turned into the woods by 
the French during the period of conflict soon found themselves in very 
pitiable case, although their tales probably did not lose in the telling. It 
is difficult to believe, for example, that among the party permitted to 
make their way to Port Nelson in 1686 on the overloaded Colleton yacht 
there were some who were “ faine to bee Eaten up ” by their companions.® 
Henry Sergeant was aboard with his son, his minister, and his “ parcell 
of Women ”, hardly a cannibal crew! 

The actual work to be done, of unloading and stowing incoming 
stores, and of packing and lading the pelts awaiting despatch, occupied 
only a few weeks of the year. But the daily business of living provided 
sufficient occupation for the men, at least in their own opinion. Asked 
““ How they ordered their lives? ” Captain Gillam told Oldenburg that 
they “ built themselves a house of wood, and dug a cave [i.e., cellar] some 
eight or ten foot deep into which they put some barrels of good beer. . . 
Meantime they brewed all the winter long, of the provision of malt they 
had taken with them; and for their meat they went a hunting... 
killed... deer and fowl ”.3 There was also bread to be baked, wood to 


moce pp. 110, Txt, 116, 147, 196-200, 239. ASCE Dy 307. 
* Birch, History of the Royal Society, III, 46. It was necessary, of course, to 
secure the beer from frost, which penetrates only a few feet below ground. 
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be cut, stacked and carried in, while in summer wild strawberries, 
gooseberries and cranberries in plenty could be gathered to vary the diet. 
Gillam refers also to spruce beer made from “ firr trees, which last kind 
of tree hath an excellent turpentine (as they call it) on its bud, which 
boiled in their beer they found very wholesome, and restoring them to 
strength and vigor when they looked pale, and were sick and weak ”. 
The need and the means to combat scurvy were well known.! The 
stores sent out included prunes and raisins as well as limejuice, while 
salad and vegetable gardens were at once laid out round the factories. 
These, too, provided occupation for the men. Radishes, lettuce, peas, 
mustard, cabbage and turnips were grown in the brief summer season of 
three or four months. It was, of course, impossible to ripen grain as the 
Company had hoped. Nixon, who apparently knew the more barren 
parts of Scotland well, suggested that buckwheat, which is quick growing 
and very hardy, might yield a harvest. Some seed was sent out, but 
apparently the attempt did not meet with success. Untimely frosts may 
occur almost all the summer through. 

In view of the latitude of Rupert River, which is approximately that of 
London, it was perhaps not unreasonable of those at home to expect more 
ample and systematic food production in the Bay. Again and again they 
raised the point that it ought to be possible to produce food locally and to 
consume less imported meat and flour. They may have been misled by 
the optimistic report in Thomas Gorst’s Fournal for 1671, but he and his 
party left the Bay before they could learn whether the grain and vegetables 
which seemed to be coming on so well actually matured.? As to live-stock 
the pigs and goats of which trial was made are native to the leafy or 
deciduous forests, and could find little or no forage for themselves in a 
coniferous woodland, besides requiring to be stall-fed in winter. The 
extremely hardy, half-wild Orkney and Shetland sheep recommended by 
Governor Nixon might have become acclimatised, but it would have 
been difficult to preserve them from beasts of prey—wolves, lynxes, bears, 
foxes—which could reach them even on islands once the ice formed in 
winter. 


1Tbid., p. 45. The terrible mortality on His Majesty’s ships durirg Lord 
Anson’s famous voyage round the world (1740-44), has perhaps caused 
misconception on this point. 

2 Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, p. 290, Thomas Gorst’s Journal, March 31, 
1671, ““ Wee sowd Peas & Mustardseed which came up well enough for ye time 
we stayed there & no doubt but all sorts of rootes would have grown very well if 
Wee had been furnished with seed. Wee kept theire some hens & hoggs which 
lived & did well enough.” 
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Another factor militating against experiments in farming under such 
adverse conditions was the conservatism of the men, and their reluctance 
to engage in work which did not lie directly within what they deemed to 
be their province. It was in vain for example that the Committee 
suggested the making of potashes or of train-oil during the winter months. 
There seems even to have been passive resistance to any effective winning 
of the slude or mica occurring on the East Main, or to any such 
subordinate enterprise. Individuals, of course, were kept busy—the 
warehousekeeper, the carpenter, the smith—but there was overmuch 
time for drinking, dicing and card-playing, as to which the officers set no 
good example, if we may judge from the fact that Surgeon Kerr lost £14 
at a sitting to Thomas Phipps. 

In the summer there was more to do, and the more enterprising 
seamen, such as Michael Grimington, could explore and chart the coasts, 
or make expeditions as messengers from one factory to another. But 
such journeys might entail great hardship, as on the occasion of the 
reconnaissance of Churchill River, where the season opens late, and the 
Hayes encountered ice-floes well into July. As a consequence, the 
journey, which is little further than from Portsmouth to Plymouth, took 
nearly three weeks outwards, whereas the return in warmer weather was 
made in as many days. Even more dangerous was the boat crossing 
made by Thomas Phipps from Charlton Island to Moose Factory in 
1681, when the sea ice was already forming, and it was for the men 
undertaking arduous trips like these, often in stormy weather when the 
kettle could not be boiled, that John Nixon thought there should be more 
generous provision of spirits, butter and cheese. 

In an age when distinctions of rank were of great importance, care 
was taken that the Governor of Hudson Bay should be surrounded as far 
as possible with the measure of state and ceremony which his office 
demanded, at least on the material side. Behaviour, as the records show, 
was less easy to control. His log-walled chamber, even if small, was 
furnished in gentlemanly style. “The windows were glazed, the floor 
carpeted, the four-post bed hung with a heavy “ shute ” of curtains and a 
vallance. He dined at a solid handsome table set about with half a dozen 
chairs of like dignity. He was well provided with table and bed linen, 
with blankets and rugs, besides having a complete outfit of pewter-ware, 
comprising such vessels as in modern days would be of glass or china. 
Extra delicacies were shipped out for his provision cellar, besides a stock 
of ordinary and choicer wines, for this was the due of his superior status. 
Subordinate officers who came to confer with him or to pay him a visit of 
compliment expected to be treated to a cup of wine. Nixon did indeed 
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complain that he could not keep up so good a table as his office demanded, 
but this was due rather to the rapacity of Captain Walker than to any 
lack of generosity on the Company’s part. } 

For formal business the Governor had a secretary, and he was normally 
waited upon by one or two men-servants. Governor Sergeant, who was 
the first man to take his family out to the North-West, had with him his 
wife, a son old enough to bear arms, and probably at least one daughter— 
for surely it takes not fewer than three women to constitute a “‘ parcel ’’? 
And the third was Mrs. Maurice, a gentlewoman who had accompanied 
Mistress Sergeant.1 There were three men-servants besides. Lesser 
officers were allowed to take out a boy at their own expense if they 
wished. As to whether the Governor or the Revd. Mr. French, the first 
Minister to go to the Bay, made any use of the Prayer-books and Book of 
Homilies which the Company sent out we have no evidence. 

The men seem to have made their home on the ground floor of the 
warehouse, where each had his roll of bedding and his personal chest, set 
out, in some cases at least, in his individual cabin.2 Fur coats, caps and 
mittens were served out in the cold season, and as moose-skins which 
could be used as coverlets, or even as an extra protection over the whole 
building, appear to have been plentiful enough, no doubt everyone could 
make himself comfortable. 

Since apart from going out with a shot-gun or a fishing-line there were 
no recreations other than drinking, gambling, brawling and gossip, it is 
not surprising that some of the men relieved the lonelinessand monotony 
by introducing Indian women into their quarters. This was deplored by 
the Committee, but it could not be stopped so long as family life was 
impossible. Governor Nixon, himself a man of dour, puritanical habit, 
observed this “‘ licentiousness ” of conduct as current when he first came 
out in 1679, and in spite of strict orders to the contrary there were native 
women in the forts when the French attacked them in 1686. Nixon’s 


1 Tn his journal (I. Caron (ed.), Fournal del Expédition du Chevalier de Troyes 
a la Baie d’ Hudson, en 1686 (Beauceville, 1918), p. 78), de Troyes said that the 
woman [Mrs. Maurice] wounded at Rupert River “ estoit venue en le paie pour 
tenir compagnie a la femme du gouvernour de Quichicouanne, de qui elle estoit 
ami”. See p.120,.n. 4%, atid p. 144, 0, 1. 

2 Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, p. 288, Gorst describes the houses built in 
1670 at Rupert River as follows : “‘ Our English houses consisted of three roomes 
a peece & as many severall floors. The Cellar held ye beer . . . together with the 
Beefe Pork and Butter. ‘The Chamber held our dry Provisions ...and on the 
ground floore was our Kitchin, Dyining roome & Lodgings which were Standing 
Cabbins such as are used in his Maties. shipps.” ‘The Committee provided John 
Bridgar with a “ modell”, i.e., plans, for the buildings at Port Nelson. See p. 35. 
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narrative, with its intimate details of the winter spent on Charlton 
Island, reveals how impossible it was to impose discipline upon lawless 
men, “dessolute and prophane”, as the Governor and Committee 
termed them, whose first retort was a demand to be sent home. 

Equally was it impossible to expect any of the Company’s servants to 
make any serious stand against French aggression. Had they been 
settlers they would have been determined to protect their homes and 
property, but they had no interest in a business company which hired 
them by the month or by the year. It was perhaps a mistaken policy not 
to allow at least a limited private trade, for without it there was little 
inducement to take able and ambitious men out to the North-West. 
Some relaxation of the rule seems to have been made in Radisson’s case 1 
and that for reasons already noted ; nor can it be doubted that in spite of 
searches made in their personal luggage, and censorship of correspondence, 
the regulations were flouted and evaded by men such as William Bond 
and Captain Walker, men of character and determination, troubled by 
few scruples. They were of the very type needed in so difficult an 
enterprise, and that the Company recognised the value of a high mettle, 
as well as of experience, is suggested by the immediate re-employment 
not only of Radisson, but of John Outlaw, Richard Lucas and William 
Bond, in spite of what were deemed grave offences. 

The loss of the Prudent Mary was an event that opened the eyes of 
shipowners to the dangers of the voyage to the Bay, and not only did 
chartering become a difficulty but the men, too, began to. demand higher 
wages because of the risks they ran.2 Compensation for injuries, if 
granted at all, was very meagre,? while supposing these were received 
fighting the French the victims had no pension rights such as the King’s 
soldiers enjoyed. Yet at the very time that the danger of a clash was 
increasing, the Company was seeking to retrench on salaries and wages, 
substituting instead a bonus for good services rendered.4 Given such 
circumstances it was idle to stigmatise the skipper of the Perpetuana 
Merchant as a“ poore spirited fellow ” for yielding up his ship so tamely 
or to grieve over Captain Abraham’s “ timerous & imprudent carriage ” 
when the French settled down almost at his door.® Henry Sergeant, 
John Bridgar and Hugh Verner all cut an equally poor figure when their 


*See p. 116. “It being your private Interest as well as the Interest of the 
Compa. that there should be a good settlement and the Trade improved ., .” 

Boece p. 43. 

See for example, H.B.8., VIII, 18, 27. Frostbite was doubtless often a 
cause of disablement. 

exec p. 176. BEG D. 1.70 


XXXVILL INTRODUGTION 


forts were demanded by de Troyes in 1686. Nor had they the excuse of 
being taken by surprise. 

Friendly intercourse with French stragglers and coureurs de bots 
(““ woodrovers ”, the English called them), who came down the rivers, 
some of them doubtless spies, had been a feature of life in the Bay from 
the very commencement. Nixon, in one of the long memoranda with 
which he beguiled the winter months, made the obvious suggestion that 
up-river posts should be established which would not only keep the 
French Canadians at a distance, but could serve also to attract the Indian 
trade towards the Bay. But it was the French colonists who made the first 
move in this direction. According to Radisson, they had established a 
fort less than a day’s journey above the English factory on Rupert River 
by 1681.1 The most likely site for this fort would be on Lake Nemiskau, 
where there was certainly a French fort a few years later, although it is 
three or four days’ and not merely one day’s journey from James Bay. 
It was to Nemiskau that Jolliet came in 1684, when de la Barre had 
decided upon the policy of crossing the Height of Land in strength and 
occupying key positions on all the rivers leading to the Bay.? The 
strategic points selected are clearly shown on Jaillot’s map of 1696 
already mentioned, which was drawn for the Duke of Burgundy. All 
are at important water-junctions which the Indians would necessarily 
pass in their canoes. 

That Governor Sergeant was aware of some move on the part 
of the French is evident from his letter home in August, 1685, 
in which he mentioned the capture of three Frenchmen, whom we 
know came from du Lhut’s fort on Lake Nipigon.* Hugh Verner 
was in charge at Rupert River, and Jolliet, who had known him in 
Governor Bayly’s time, sent him a friendly letter of warning dated June, 
1685.4 Yet Verner claimed that he only received this letter in September 


1See p. 28. Tyrrell, Docs. Re/. Early History of Hudson Bay, “The History 
of Hudson’s-Bay .. .”, p. 387, Oldmixon, writing with Gorst’s Journal for 1674 
in front of him, puts the date still earlier. “ The French, to ruin their Commerce 
with the Natives, came and made a Settlement, not above 8 Days Journey up that 
River, from the Place where the English traded. “T'was therefore debated, 
whether the Company’s Agents should not remove from Rupert’s to Mcose River, 
to prevent their Traffick being intercepted by the French. On the 3d of April 
1674. a Council of the principal Persons in the Fort was held...” The French 
may then have been at Lake Mattagami, which is about the right distance away 
and commands all three river routes to Rupert Bay. 

2 See pp. 307-313. 3 See pp. 184, 187. 

4See pp. 311-13, 320. In this letter he refers to himself as having been 
‘‘silong temps Vostre Voisin ”. 
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(after the ships had left for England) and then had to wait until the ice had 
formed on the rivers before he could send a copy by messenger overland 
to Sergeant at Fort Albany. Sergeant in his turn waited until Christmas 
time before warning Bridgar at Moose Bay. There was still plenty of 
time to take precautions, for the French could not move forward in their 
canoes until the season opened in six months’ time. But Sergeant’s 
attitude was thoroughly defeatist, and his relations with the men under 
him were obviously bad, to judge from the subsequent recriminations.1 
He spoke slightingly of a “ french trick ” in reply to Verner, who, acting 
on his own initiative, made some attempt to fortify his own station, as he 
happened to have with him John Outlaw’s carpenter from the wrecked 
Success. But when the time came, half an hour’s fighting was sufficient 
for him. Nor does the account he gave of himself when he got back to 
England suggest that he met the assault in any high spirit. True that he 
put some “ peirt ’’ questions to the Chevalier de ‘Troyes, and was in 
consequence so hardly used that (so he said) the very Indians wept. But of 
the hard usage he could only specify that he was deprived of his neckcloth, 
which suggests that he was surprised in his bed. When de ‘Troyes 
departed, Verner threatened the second in command, d’Iberville, with 
King James’ displeasure at the “ killing and famishing ” of his subjects, 
only to be told contemptuously that His Majesty of England would never 
quarrel with his brother of France for such a trifle. Which was indeed 
true of King James IT. 

Verner was one of the party eventually allowed to depart on the 
Colleton yacht, but twenty-two wretched men were left behind, and 
spent nearly a year in the woods, hanging about the fort now occupied by 
the French. They were later joined by Michael Grimington and the 
survivors of his ship’s crew who had rashly come south in the Hayes, only 
to fall into French hands.2 In June, 1687, when the season allowed, the 
English were sent up to Lake Nemiskau, where they spent their time 
fishing until the French canoes (presumably the seasonal relief) arrived 
from Tadoussac. By the end of July the canoes were ready for the 
return journey, and the men were put by twos into them, each pair with 
two Frenchmen. That they were forced to carry the “ luggage ” over 
the portages was the chief of their grievances besides the shortage of food. 
But the downstream journey took only a fortnight and after a month’s 
detention on the St. Lawrence they were shipped across to La Rochelle, 


* See pp. 317-18, 320, 331-33. 

* The Committee gave orders that a post service of Indian runners should be 
organized between the forts, in order that news could be rapidly exchanged, but 
this was certainly not done. See Pp. 42, 234. 
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whence they were told to make their way back to England as best they could. 

They reported to the Company in the New Year of 1688, the first 
party of Englishmen to cross overland from Hudson Bay to the River St. 
Lawrence. Despite themselves the Company’s servants were learning to 
travel up-country. Yet the writer who in 1749 protested against the 
Company’s monopoly, and its failure to carry out any exploration of the 
interior of the country made this declaration : “‘ The Company produced 
only one Journal of an Inland Discovery, in 1691, made by Kelsey, when 
he was a Boy up Nelson’s River, a cross the Country, when they fixed a 
Factory at Port Nelson, to endeavour to acquaint the Natives with it, and 
to draw them down to trade at their Factory.” There was also (he went 
on to state) “a Paper of Norton’s being sent, upon a like Design, to the 
Northern Indians, beyond Seal River, when they, in 1719, fixed a 
Factory at Churchil River, when he was a young Boy ”. It was among 
the apprentice lads that the spirit of high adventure was to be found : they 
were as adaptable as any Frenchman, but they had not the F renchman’s 
liberty to wander. 

While, from the standpoint of our modern knowledge of North 
America, the virtual sterilization of an enormous part of the continent 
for generations under the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Patent strikes us as a 
strange episode in history, it has its modern parallels in the southern 
hemisphere. What must surprise every student of the history of 
geographical discovery is the frequency with which explorers of new 
lands under-rated their possibilities. Australia is a case in point. “The 
explanation lies partly in the fact that the home country is the yard-stick 
of comparison. ‘The Englishman expected a landscape always green, 
while a countryside lacking cultivated fields struck him as a mere 
wilderness, if not actually a desert. If the stockholders of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company indeed represented the North-West as ‘the most folorn 
part of the universe, hitherto discovered ”,? it was not, as their critics 


1“ if they were masters of their own time, and could advance their 
wealth by trade, and found a considerable profit to arise to them by their dexterity 
in managing these [Indian] canoes, and the great pleasure and satisfaction they 
would have by living in a fine climate among these lakes and rivers, they would 
be as enterprizing and dextrous as the Cureur de Bois, and be as able to navigate 
among these waterfalls, as the French.” Such was the answer made to the 
argument that the servants of the Company could not safely undertake inland 
journeys. The case of the petitioners against the monopoly is set out fully in 
Malachy Postlethwayt, The Universal Dictionary of Trade and Commerce 
translated from the French of the Celebrated Monsieur Savary (London, 1751), I, 
g60, “‘ Of the Hudson’s Bay Company ”. 

2 Postlethwayt, Universal Dictionary, 1, 958. 
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suggested, because they wanted to keep it to themselves, but because that 
was what it appeared to be. Had they been East Europeans, with 
traditional techniques of forestry and agriculture suited to the types of 
climate and terrain encountered in North America, the story might have 
been a different one. Russians would not only have recognized in the 
prairies another steppe, but would have known how to transform them 
into a new Ukraine.} English colonists whether coming into the cold 
forest or into the grassland had many new lessons to learn, and ultimately 
learned them by slow degrees through pioneers advancing from settlements 
elsewhere which had more in common with the Motherland. 


* Even the intelligent Fellows of the Royal Society surprise us by their failure 
to interpret and evaluate the reports arriving from America. In the Minutes for 
July 11, 1678, we read: “ Dr. Daniel Cox related, that Bacon, who at his first 
going into America, had been very curious in making observations on animals as 
well as plants, had given to hima description of certain animals, that were found 
in a very large plain or champaign country, lying between Hudson’s Bay and 
Calefornia, in vast numbers or herds. These at a certain time of the year shed 
their wool or coats, in which was a very fine fur or wool; and the wind blowing 
gathered it together into great heaps or cakes. These were supposed by Mr. 
Henshaw to be a sort of Indian goats, called by the Spaniards vaccuncos or 
guercanadoes, and were described by De Laet. He added, that he was confident 
that there was no north-west passage; and that he could demonstrate that 
Hudson’s Bay and the South Sea were a thousand miles distant.” (Birch, History 
of the Royal Society, III, 424). 
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Londo. 11 Deer. 1679 

Scilly Mr. Tho. Ekins 

Sr. Yours of the 22 Octr. we have received & note you have 
recove[remainder of line torn away] Guns you could belonging 
to the wrack’t Shaftsbury1 we desir you p. next to advise their 
number & their wtt. wch. last you may finde on their Breeches 
as also your acco. of their charges whereof we shall take due 
care & order you which way you shall send those Guns you 
have in your Custody resting your Lov. Frds. the Committee? 
for the Hudson’s Bay Compa. 


Londo. 11th Decr. 1679 

Capt. Nehemiah Walker 3 in the 

Downes or elsewhere. 

SR. we are very glad to heare of your safe arrivall with the 
Ship Jno. & Alexr.4 & have received the Packets you have sent 
us by your Servt. & do desire you assoone as wind & weather 
will pmit. to bring up the said Vessell & in the meanetime to 
use your utmost dilligence to prevent all frauds & embezlemts. 


Postscript to the last preceeding letter 
We desire you to bring up the vessell to Fresh wharfe® or as 


*See H[{udson’s] B[ay Company] S[eries], Vol. VIII, E. E. Rich (ed.), 
Minutes of the Hudson’s Bay Company 1679-1684. First Part, 1679-82 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1945, and London, The Hudson’s Bay 
Record Society, 1945), pp. 8, 12, 64, 82, 89, gon. 

2 For the Committee elected to serve for 1679-80, see ibid., p. 1. 

3 See H[udson’s] B[ay Company] S[eries], Vol. IX, E. E. Rich (ed.), Minutes 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 1679-1684. Second Part, 1682-84 (Toronto, 
The Champlain Society, 1946, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 
1946), pp. 334-7. 

goee .B.S., VIII, gn. 

° According to H. B. Wheatley, London Past and Present... (London, 1891), 
Il, 79, Fresh Wharf, Lower Thames Street, ‘‘ or, as Stow writes it ‘ Frosh 
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neare it as you can with safety & then cast anchor & give 
notice thereof to Mr. Tho. Phips! & you shall receive our 
further orders. 


Londo. 11th Febry. 1679 

Scilly Mr. Tho. Ekins 

Some months since you wrote to Aldr. Bence? a letter wch. 
signified your care of the Interest of the Hudson’s Bay Compa. 
in taking up Foure of the Guns of the Shaftsbury wch. was 
wrack’d at Scilly where unto we (who are members of the 
Committee for managemt. of the affaires of the Compa.) 
returned you an answer & desired you to give us an Acco. of 
wt. charge you had beene at in taking up the said Guns But we 
have heard nothing from you since then as we are enformed 
you have beene for severall dayes together in this Towne of 
wch. we had no Notice till you were gon we there fore give you 
the trouble of this letter to repeate our desires to you to give us 
a speedy acco. of the charge you have beene at & we shall give 
you our directions how to send the Guns hither & take care of 
your satisfaction as it becomes. Aldr. Bence hath sold his 
Stock in the Compa. & therefore you see not his name upon 
this occasion. 


Governr. Nixon 3 

It pleased God to bring safe home to us the Ship John & 
Alexander under the command of Captn. Nehemiah Walker, 
but meeting wth. contrary winds shee arrived not till the 11th 
of December in the Downs. 


Wharf ’, so called after its owner”’, was immediately east of the Church of St. 
Magnus the Martyr. 

1'Thomas Phipps (senior). See H.B.8., VIII, 340. 

2 John Bence. See H{udson’s] B[ay Company] S[eries], Vol. V, E. E. Rich 
(ed.), Minutes of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 1671-1674 (Toronto, The 
Champlain Society, 1942, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 
EOL2), Patt oelols 

3 For a biography of John Nixon, see H.B.8., IX, 331-3. 
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As for the Colleton! Yacht shee returned home in July, and 
brought us such an account of the Yohn &? Alexander which 
made her condition appear very doubtfull: But wee have 
since discovered that the Mate? and his Crew which remained 
on board forsook the Voyage when there was no necessity for 
it, staved the Bulkhead of the Vessell, and pretended the storm 
had done it, And when they came to the Mount? in Cornwall 
sold much of the goods that were on board, pretending they 
had been forced by the storm wch. drove them back to throw 
them over board; for which Villany wee shall in due time, wee 
doubt not, make the Criminalls smart. 

Mr. Baily* came well home, but within a month of his 
arrivall fell sick and dyed, by whose unexpected death wee 
lost much of the light & assistance wee expected from him. 
But the Company bestowed an honourable buryall on him, and 
have now sent over an Escutcheon, which wee would have you 
set up for the observation of the Indians, that they may be 
made to understand he is dead, and that the Company used 
him kindly. 

William Bond*® who came home with him wee had intentions 
to have imployed again, But upon the death of Mr. Baily he 
set so great a value upon himself, that wee judged him not fit 
for farther imployments, being resolved not to be imposed on 
by any of our Servants, but to give all due encouragements to 
those who shall deserve it. As a proof whereof wee have 
chosen Mr. Walter Farr® (of whom we have had a good 
character) to be Deputy Governour under you, and wee 
have thought fit to establish upon him a Salary of One 
hundred Marks a year to commence from the time of the 
arrivall of the good Ship Prudent Mary? with you in the Bay, 
Which Vessell wee have hired for the present expedition 


1 See H.B.S., VII, ron. 

* James Knowles. See H.B.8., Mill, 1970. 3 St. Michael’s Mount. 

4 Charles Bayly. See H.B.S., V, 209-13, and The Beaver (Winnipeg, 
Hudson’s Bay Company), June, 1945, A. M. Johnson, “ First Governor on the 
Bay”, pp. 22-5. See also H.B.S., Vill to. 

® See Appendix B, pp. 373-7. ® See H.B.S., V and VIII, passim. 

"See H.B.S., VIII and IX, passim. 


Mr. Bayly dyed 
I m. after his 
arrivall 
acquainte the 
Indians there 
of & of his 
honourable 
buriall & of the 
Compa. kinde 
usage to him 


Wm. Bond puts 
himselfe out of the 
Compa. service by 
over valueing 


himself 


Mr. Walter Farr 
chosen Deputy 
Governour at 100 
markes a yeare 
The Prudent 
Mary under Capt. 
Greeneway hired 
for this Expedition 


4 LETTERS OUTWARD &c 


under the command of Captn. Richard Greenway Partowner 
thereof. 
the Compa.assures And wee do hereby assure you, and you may make it known 
ee eee to all those who are imployd for the Company in the Bay, That 
faithfull in the Wee are resolved for the future to advance those who shall be 
Bay according to found faithfull and most deserving in our Service to all the 
Li aie preferments wee have to bestow, and not prefer any from 
hence, whilst there are those in our Factories that are worthy 
and qualified for our service. 
And now that it hath pleased God to cast the chief 
Government of our affairs in the Bay into your hands, Wee 
hope & expect you will use your utmost skill to manage all 
things for the best advantage of the Company as for your own 
reputation. In order whereunto wee send you these following 
Instructions. 
a strict order for In the first place, Wee do strictly enjoyn you to have publick 
ee es © prayers and reading of the Scriptures or some other religious Books 
Goa: & wheresoever you shall be resident, at least upon the Lords days, 
Religious bookes As also to order the severall chiefs in each Factory under your 
faa ae command to do the same, That wee who professe to [be] 
Christians may not appear more barbarous than the poor 
Heathens themselves who have not been instructed in the 
knowledge of the true God. This is what wee have formerly 
directed, and have sent over proper books for the use of the 
Factory (to wit) the Common prayer Book, the Bible and the 
Book of Homilies wch. contains choice & well approved 
Sermons for Instruction. But wee understand there hath been 
little or no use made of them heretofore, wch. neglect wee 
desire you would reform for the future that wee may more 
reasonably ex[pect] the blessing of God to attend your 
endeavours and to prosper the interest of the Company. 
a large Cargo You will find by our Invoice wee have not been 
ae narrowhanded (though wee know you had a large proportion 
of all sorts of goods left with you the last Voyage) in making 
farther supplies for our trade, the defect whereof formerly wee 
are assured hath tended much to the prejudice of our interest 
And now that you are fully furnished and likely still to be so, 
it must be your care to dispose of our goods for our best 
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advantage, and not to let the Natives grow upon you in 
lowering too much the rates of our commodities and advancing 
their own. Wherein notwithstanding prudence must govern 
you and respect must be had to the commerce they have with 
the French, who will not be wanting by all manner of arts to 
draw off your trade. Though wee conclude wee have the 
advantage of them in our situation as lying more convenient 
for the Indians than their Factories do. And now wee are 
upon that consideration it may be proper here to let you know 
wee judge it fit to keep our grand Factory where it now is 
upon Hayes Island in Moose River! and there to keep our chief 
strength, to prevent the incroachment of the French too far 
upon the West Main, where wee caution you to be always more 
than ordinary vigilant and never so remisse in your guards as 
to tempt either them or the Natives to affront or injure us. 

Wee are well pleased that there is a house of some strength 
built at Chichichewan,? Mr. Baily having assured us that the 
quantity of Beaver from thence will be very extraordinary. 
And wee desire you to let Mr. John Bridger? who is chief 
Factor, and all those who are imployed wth. him there know, 
wee have great expectations from their care & industry in that 
place. 

Wee hope to hear by the next return, that you have made some 
farther discovery of the Ising glasse,* and that you will send us a 
quantity of such as may answer the great things Mr. Baily hath 
said concerning that commodity, And if it proves answerable to 
expectation, you must build a Fort, and always have some able 
hands where it grows to prevent any attempt of the French 
there. And forasmuch as the place wher Mr. Baily found it is 
situate so near Rupert’s River ® as it appears to be, Wee judge it 
necessary that you always keep up that old Factory, It being a 
kind of an Outwork to prevent any inroad of the French upon 
that part of the Kast Main, from whence that sort of commodity 


1 See Appendix A, pp. 357-61. 

*Te., Albany. See Appendix A, pp. 345-8. 

3 John Bridgar. See Appendix, B, pp. 377-80. 

4 See H.B.S., VIII, passim, and H.B.8., 1X, 73M: 
5 See Appendix A, pp. 348-54. 
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is principally expected. There is another sort of Ising Glasse 
wch. Mr. Baily told us of, wch. is not of so great value, but 
may perhaps be made use of, if it may be easily gotten, as he 
thought it might. It is found in great abundance as he hath 
informd us up in Moose River near the Shore, and he did 
intend to have made floats at the proper Season of the year, and 
to have brought down great quantities of it. It will slake like 
Lyme, and hath been made use of for mortar to point our 
houses at the grand Factory. The Natives call it the male 
kind of that sort of commodity, as the other the Female. Wee 
desire you to be mind full of this thing amongst others, for wee 
hope in time you may send it home as Ballast, And when the 
use of it is known, it may turn to some good account there. 

In the next place wee recommend to your care the settling of 
Factories at Port Nelson} and new Severn,? And wee judge it to 
be of great moment to our security that it be suddenly put in 
execution. For wee are informed there are designs already on 
foot of interloping. 

As for Port Nelson it is a place not altogether unknown to us, 
for wee have had some account of it from Capt. Draper ® (who 
comes now to you in the command of the d/bemar/* Frigate, a 
Vessell that wee have built to remain in the Bay) and from 
others who have been there. The River is represented bold, 
and the Natives there have formerly recd. our presents, and 
have no doubt expected farther commerce wth. us Wch. Mr. 
Baily did intend to promote, but the thoughts of planting at 
new Severn did wee believe of late take him off from the 
prosecution of making a Settlemt. so far North. But wee judge 
it fit they should be both possessed & fortified for the safety of 
[our] interest & trade in the Bay. For now the trade is 
improving in its credit, tis probable sudden attempts may be 
made upon its, and wee judge in no part of the Bay so likely 
as Port Nelson or new Severn. Wherefore wee desire you to 
take possession of those places as soon as may be, as also of such 
other Rivers € Harbours either upon the East or Westmain as may 

1 See Appendix A, pp. 363-9. 2 See Appendix A, pp. 361-3. 
3'Thomas Draper. See H.B.8., VIII, 336-7. 
4 See ibid., pp. 46, 56, 57-8. 
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be incouraging & advantageous to such designs of our Enemies, 
Wherein wee expect that you should use your utmost skill & 
diligence, believing what you do therein for the preservation 
of the interest of the Company will be esteemed as meritorious as 
were the first discoveries. 

Wee have ordered the said Captn. Draper to visit new 
Severn in his passage to Charleton Island,! and if he find it 
convenient & feasible immediately to settle a Factory there, 
And to that end have intrusted him wth. a small Cargo of the 
severall sorts of goods usually vendible in your parts, and 
allowd him a double proportion of provisions, and have likewise 
put on board him 100 of deals wth. all sorts of Nails & Spikes 
wth. some bricks & Carpenters tools sufficient for erecting a 
small House, A particular of wch. shall be sent you, that you 
may be able the better to call him to account. This wee have 
done out of a desire no time might be lost for our effectuall taking 
possession of that place, it being in our apprehensions of great 
moment both to she increase of our trade, as also to stop & 
defeat the projects of any audacious Interlopers. However 
the least advantage wee can reasonably expect from that 
Undertaking will be to gain you a ¢rue relation of the situation €9 
conveniences of that River, That from thence you may know how 
best to take your measures in your resolutions for it’s settlement, 
as also be able to give us ample informations thereof as soon as 
may be. 

The Colleton Yacht sails also once more towards the Bay, 
wth. better luck wee hope than last year. Wee have put Captn. 
Cobbie * (who was Captn. Walker’s Mate the last year) into the 
command of her, and he is to stay in the Country (as Capt. 
Draper also is) for two years absolute, and longer if they & wee 
do accord. Wee hope they will both behave themselves like 
honest men, and will bring considerable aid to you and 
advantage to the Company. And in confidence thereof wee 
have thought fit to name them to be of your Councill, as also 
Captn. Power ? Commander of the Rupert,t And whosoever is 


1 See Appendix A, pp. 354-7. % Walsall Cobbie. See H.B.S., VIII, 335-6. 
3 Richard Power. See ibid., 340-1. 
*The Prince Rupert. See H.B.S., V, VIII and IX, passim. 
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& shall be in command of the Hayes! Yacht are to be taken into 
that number, the advice of those who command our Vessells 
being always necessary and fit to be consulted. 

Wee do judge by the situation of Charlton Island, that no 
place is so convenient as that for the Rendezvous from our 
severall Factories to attend the arrivall of our Ships from hence, 
And wee hope before this comes to you, a good large dry 
substantiall Warehouse will be there erected to receive the 
Cargo wee send you, as it was agreed to be, before Mr. Baily 
left you, And that all the goods you have traded since the 
return of the Yohu & Alexander will be ready packed up to be 
put on board the prudent Mary that shee may be dispatchd as 
soon as may be, wch. will import us much, as you will find by 
the Charter party wch. Capt. Greenway hath entred into, A 
copy whereof wee here inclosed send you. 

Wee desire you likewise to take care to build tight good 
Warehouses in the sevll. Factories where you are or shall be 
settled to receive & preserve our goods. 

You are to send us home by every return of our Ships a// 
such goods as are either defective or not acceptable to the Natives, 
and to inform us wherein they are deficient And also to direct us 
exactly as you can of what form, quality & conditions every sort of 
goods weh. is demanded there ought to be for the best satisfaction of 
the Indians, And wee will do our utmost that you shall be 
supplied wth. every species of Commodity in perfection. 

You are every year to send us a punctuall & particular 
Account of all our Servants in the Country, and how they are 
imployed in the severall Factories & Vessells, that wee may 
the better know how to compute our charge, and whether wee 
are over or understockd wth. men for our imployment, And 
you are to send home all such hands as you find uselesse to 
deliver us from such unnecessary expences. 

Wee do most earnestly recommend to you the endeavouring to 
ease us of the great charge wee are at in making provisions of all 
sorts for the Bay. This is what hath been always directed {9 
pressed before you went, but wee could never find our expectations 
in any measure answered therein. But wee hope it will be done by 

1 This is the first reference to this vessel in the Company’s archives. 
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your extraordinary care && ingenuity weh. wee do assure you will be 
a very acceptable service to the Company. 

Wee have now sent you severall sorts of seeds wch. you will 
find in the Invoice as wee have formerly done to enable you to 
make the Experiments, And wee doubt not but Fish & Fowl 
may in the proper seasons be catchd in considerable quantities, 
and kept, salted & dryed for the relief of our men. And upon 
Hayes Island where our grand Factory is, you may propagate 
Swine without much difficulty, weh. is an excellent flesh, and the 
Creature is hardy and will live where some other Creatures cannot. 
And upon so little a spot of ground as that Island is you may wth. 
your men who will be constantly attending the Factory, and hunting 
up ‘f down, guard them against Bears, Wolves or any other 
Creatures of prey that may come over upon the Ice from the 
Mainland, So that wee think you might be in a great measure 
supplied wth. that sort of provisions wth. reasonable care, and wee 
therefore desire you to be diligent therein. 

There is another thing, if it may be done, that wee judge 
would be much for the interest & safety of the Company, That 
is, In the severall places where you are or shall settle, you 
contrive to make compact wth. the Captns. or chiefs of the 
respective Rivers & places, whereby it might be understood 
by them that you had purchased both the lands & rivers of 
them, and that they had transferred the absolute propriety to 
you, or at least the only freedome of trade, And that you should 
cause them to do some act wch. by the Religion or Custome of 
their Country should be thought most sacred & obliging to 
them for the confirmation of such Agreements. 

Wee have sent over a Store of planks not only to serve in 
case there should be any want in the Vessells wch. are in use, 
But also to repair if it may be done the Bark wch. was destroyed 
by the Ice last year, or at least be used wth. what is left of that 
Vessell for the building of some other small Vessell, it being 
of great moment that wee have Small Craft enough to attend 
our severall Factories and to run from place to place. And 
since the Rupert came not home the last Voyage, wee are now 
resolved shee shall continue still in the Country, not only 
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because of her force, and the security shee may therefore afford 
us upon all occasions, but also if it should please God at any 
time our ships from hence should miscarry shee might come 
home upon such an exigence wth. what goods you have ready 
and also fetch fresh necessary supplies from hence. 

There are severall other particulars of wch. wee make no 
mention here because wee find them in the Instructions } you 
carried along wth. you But wee judge them fit to be observed 
by you, particularly the roth 11th 12th & 13th Instructions, 
All which & as many more of those wch. are not hereby 
controlled or altered, you are to look upon as still to be observed 
by you, Except there be manifest reason to the contrary, of 
wch. you and the Councill wth. you must be judge, Always 
giving us the reasons why you have departed from any of our 
directions. Wee know it is impossible at this distance to give 
such Orders as shall answer every occurrence and be strictly 
observed in all points, So that when wee have said all, wee must 
leave much to your prudent conduct, Having always in your 
ey the true interest & advantage of the Company, who have 
chosen & trusted you in the chief command they have to 
bestow. 

And as an encouragement to you to use your utmost 
diligence in the service, Wee do hereby grant & establish upon 
you the Salary of Two hundred pounds p. ann. to commence 
from your receit of this our Letter instead of One hundred 
pounds p. ann. wch. was settled upon you when you first entred 
upon yourimployment. And wee do hope youwill not be the lesse 
diligent, though the Earl of Shaftsbury 2 and Sr. Peter Colleton, 
who first brought you into the Compa’s service, have sold 
themselves out, and some of us who are unknown to you do 
supply their places & charge in the Committee. The truth is 
the interest of the Company lookd wth. so ill an aspect untill 
the arrivall of the Fohnu & Alexander that those worthy persons 
and sevll. others were discouraged to continue longer in the 


1 These instructions have not been found in the Company’s archives. 

* Anthony Ashley Cooper, first Earl of Shaftesbury. He sold his remaining 
stock on July 17, 1679. See H.B.8., V, 219-22. 

* See ibid., 218-19. 
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bottome where they were But the value of our Actions is 
now more considerable in the opinion of the world though wee 
have had no great reason yet to boast, The Cargo you sent us 
last having been scarce enough to make us just to our Creditors 
and to provide supplies for the present expedition.? 

Wee have inclosed sent you a List of such persons as wee 
have agreed with at this time and sent to remain in the Country, 
and do hope they will be found qualified for what they have 
undertaken, Of wch. number wee recommend to your kind 
usage Mr. Bryan Norbury 2 whose Parents are persons of good 
value, And wee hope his ingenuity & faithfullness will appear 
to be such that he will deserve a good Character. He hath 
been entred in the Mathematicks, and hath a peculiar Genius 
for making of Landskips, wherein if he proves diligent he may 
be usefull to us. 

Wee have found it very chargeable and divers ways 
incommodious to provide ships of our own to carry out & 
bring home our yearly Cargoes, Wherefore wee have now 
hired the prudent Mary, for whose sudden dispatch you are to 
use the utmost diligence, that wee break not our Charter party 
wth. Captn. Greenway. And moreover it will be a great 
incouragement to him and to any other Commander that wee 
may hereafter hire into our service, that you approve your self 
industrious therein. 

Wee find severall of those who are in our service in the Bay 
have given us notice of their desire to return home this time 
Vizt. James Knight,? George Guyer,? Samuell Oak, Samuell 
Huxford, Daniell Lane,> John Dew, John Rayner, Isaac Read, 
Captn. Power Commander of the Rupert and John Egremond 
Carpenter of the same, And wee do consent to their desires, not 
doubting but you will find others to supply their rooms. And 
you may assure those who continue in our service, their wages 
shall be justly paid upon every return of our Ships to their 


1See H.B.S., VIII, xxi-iii, xxvii—viii. 2 See Appendix B, pp. 382-3. 

3 Numerous references to James Knight are to be found in H.B.8., VIII and 
IX. A biography will appear in a later volume in this series. 

4 A biography of George Geyer will appear in a later volume in this series. 

5 See H.B.S., 1X, 327-9. 
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severall Atturneys. But wee think it fit that those who have 
given Letters of Atturney to any body here, do also send letters 
of advice to us for the payment of the same, to prevent abuses 
either to themselves or us. 

Mrs. Baily having desired that such goods as did belong to 
her late Husband and wch. were left behind him in the Country 
might be sold there, Wee have granted her request therein and 
do desire you to take care of the sale of such things, And also 
that nothing be sold under that Notion, but what did properly 
belong to him, Of wch. no doubt but some of our Servants who 
are wth. you, and were there in his time will be able to give you 
an account. 

Wee have written to Mr. Phips? our Warehouskeeper, 
requiring him to give us an Account by every return of our 
ships what goods of every sort are remaining in our several 
Factories, And wee desire you to see that he observes our 
commands therein, that wee may be the better instructed to 
know what provision is fit for us to make, and may not be in 
the dark in a thing of so great importance Dated at London 
this 215¢ day of May 1680 

RUPERY 

JAS VERASES 

CHR. WREN 

WILL. YONGE 
HENRY MEESE 
JOHN LE TEN 
GERRARD WEYMANS 
RICH CRADOGKE 
THOMAS PHIPPS2? 


Postscript 
As wee have above directed you to endeavour to make such 
Contracts wth. the Indians in al] places where you settle as 


*'Thomas Phipps, junior. See Appendix B, Pp. 385-7. 

> There are no actual signatures throughout the Letter Book. For biographies 
of Richard Cradock, Henry Meese, Thomas Phipps (senior), Gerrard Weymans 
and Sir Christopher Wren, see H.B.S., VIII, Appendix C. For biographies of 
Sir James Hayes and William Yonge, see H.B.8., IX, Appendix C; and for 
John Letten, see H.B.8., VIII, 338-9, and H.B.8., IX, 1, n. 1. 
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may in future times ascertain to us all liberty of trade & 
commerce and a league of friendship & peaceable cohabitation, 
So wee have caused Iron marks to be made of the figure of the 
Union Flagg,! wth. wch. wee would have you to burn Tallys of 
wood wth. such ceremony as they shall understand to be 
obligatory & sacred, The manner whereof wee must leave to 
your prudence as you shall find the modes & humours of the 
people you deal with, But when the Impression is made, you 
are to write upon the Tally the name of the Nation or person 
wth. whom the Contract is made and the date thereof, and then 
deliver one part of the Stick to them, and reserve the other. 
This wee suppose may be sutable to the capacities of those 
barbarous people, and may much conduce to our quiet & 
commerce, and secure us from forreign or domestick pretenders. 

Wee suppose the Natives killing every year great quantities 
of Fowl, it were advisable for you to encourage them to preserve 
the Feathers, and to bring them to our Factories, where no doubt you 
shall purchase them for a small matter, and might thereby alleviate 
(at least in some part) the charge of our factorys, and therefore wee 
recommend the consideration thereof unto you, as also of any other 
small trade that may be yet unknown to us, and hereafter discovered 
by your ingenuity & care. Wee desire you to get what quantities of 
Martin’s skins you can, for they find a good market here. 

If Captn. Draper desires to return home the next year, wee 
have consented you shall not obstruct him but give the 
command of the Vessell to some other well qualified person. 

In case Governour Nixon dies, wee do appoint Mr. Walter 
Farr to be Governour in his place, and Mr. John Bridger to be 
Deputy under him, and in case. Mr. Walter Farr fails then the 
said Mr. Bridger is to succeed him and to choose his Deputy 
out of the Councill then in being, to be continued till farther 
order from hence. 


JAS ELAN ES 
1 See H.B.S., VIII, 73. 
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Captain Thomas Draper, 

Upon the experience wee have formerly had of your faithfull 
service to the Hudson’s Bay Company, for which wee are 
intrusted, wee have chosen you to command the A/bemarl 
Frigate, Not doubting but you will behave your self in all 
things as becomes you for the interest & advantage of the 
Company and for your own reputation: In order whereunto 
wee give you these following Instructions— 

In the first place you are to sail for the said Bay wind & 
weather permitting Endeavouring to keep Company wth. the 
prudent Mary whereof Captn. Richard Greenway is Commander 
untill you have passed the Streights of the said Bay, And then 
to stand your course for New Severn River on the West Main, 
wch. when you have found you are to seek out the most 
convenient place to build a House and settle a Factory there, 
To which end wee have sent you such things as may be 
necessary and usefull to you in the building and a choice 
Cargo of all sorts of goods fit for trade in case you meet wth. 
the Indians. 

You are to understand wee do look upon the well settling of 
this River to be a thing of great moment to us, And wee hope 
you will give such proof of your care & skill in carrying on 
the Settlement of a Factory there, that wee shall have reason 
to be well pleased that wee have given you the conduct of that 
design. 

ie are informed that those Northern Indians are 
more rude & barbarous than those where wee are already 
settled, Wherefore you must use the greater circumspection, 
that they be not incouraged by your remissnesse to make 
any attempts upon you. But be sure you deal justly wth. 
them, and let no body offer them any ill usage to provoke their 
revenge. 

If you find the River fit for our settlement, wee think it 
advisable that you winter there wth. your Vessell, that you may 
make the greater discovery of the place and of the trade there, 
and may the next Spring give an accot. thereof at the grand 
Factory and to us by the next years return of our Ships, Untill 
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which time wee are content to attend the issue of your 
indeavours. 

And as you have the chief command in this design, wee 
must caution you 40 carry your command wth. temper &9 humanity 
to those who are under you that they have no just reason to 
complain of you at their return. For wee know well you will 
obstruct our service, if you do not behave your self wth. 
civility to those who go along wth. you in our employment. 

And as wee have agreed wth. you to stay in the Bay you are 
to take notice that you are during your stay there to be governed 
in all things by John Nixon Esqr. who is our Governor there, 
or the Governour for the time being & Councill And in 
confidence of your prudence & fidelity, wee hereby appoint 
you to be one of the Councill during your continuance in our 
service and good behaviour therein. 


how to carry 
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Finally, Wee recommend unto you the care of the service of 9” care must be 


God, and do require you to have prayers daily read on board 
the Vessell under your command, that so the blessing of God 
may attend your endeavours in our service, And though this 
be here given you last in charge, wee hope it will be first in 
your resolution, and be put in execution from your first setting 
out wth. your Vessell. 

If it shall so happen that you dy in this Voyage, (wch. God 
forbid) Wee then hereby nominate Thomas Garland ! to succeed 
in your command, untill the Governour & Councill shall think 
fit to dispose of it otherwise, And in such case wee do hereby 
require him as far as he is able to observe the Instructions wee 
have herein given you. 

You are to take notice that wee have appointed Thomas 
Garland to be chief trader in New Severn, and if in the Spring 
you shall judge it fit to leave some hands behind you whilst you 
go down into the grand Factory, Thomas Garland is to remain 
chief there in your absence, And during your stay in those 
parts you are to advise wth. the said Thomas Garland and 
George Hunter in the management of all our affairs. And 
what Beaver or other commodities you shall trade with. the 
Indians, you are to carry down wth. you to the grand Factory 

1 See Appendix B, pp. 380-1. 
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time enough to be brought home upon our returning Ships. 
Dated at London the 21¢h day of May 1680. 
RUPERT 
JA. HAYES 
CHR. WREN 
WILL. YONG 
HENRY MEESE 
GERRAND WEYMANS 
RICH. CRADOCK 
TIO EELS 


The Governour & Company of Adventurers 
of England trading into Hudson’s Bay 
To Captn. Thomas Draper 
Whereas wee have thought fit to appoint you Commander of 
the A/bemarl Frigate now bound for Hudson’s Bay in our 
service, These are therefore to authorise you to go on board 
the said Vessell, and to exercise the Office of Commander there 
accordingly. And all Officers & Seamen belonging to the said 
ship are to yield obedience to you as their Commander, And 
you your self are to obey all such Orders & Instructions as you 
now have and shall from time to time receive from us, or from 
our Governor & Councill in Hudson’s Bay. Given under our 
common seal this 2174 day of May 1680. 
RUPERE 
JAS HAYES 
CHR. WREN 
WILL. YONGE 
HENRY MEESE 
GERRAND WEYMANS 
RICH, CRADOCK 
THOMVENPES 


The like (mutatis mutandis) to Captn. Walsall Cobby 
Commander of the Co//iton Yaucht. | 


MAYS 2s LOC 17 
Captain Cobby, 

The generall Character wee have received of your civility 
& prudent discharging those severall Imployments you were 
formerly intrusted with gives us an encouragement to make 
choice of you as Commander of our Colliton Yaucht, not 
doubting but your care & good husbandry for the Company 
will be such as may increase that esteem wee at present have of 

ou. 

‘ In the first place wee must enjoyn your constant observance 
of publick prayers both morning & evening on board your 
vessell during the whole term of your voyage, that from thence 
wee may not only expect God’s blessing on your endeavours, 
but undoubtedly hope so Christian-like behaviour will beget a 
decent decorum & peaceable demeanour amongst all your 
ships Company. 

In the next place ’tis our positive order that you observe the 
motion of Captn. Richard Greenway, and endeavour to your 
utmost to keep him Company the whole Voyage untill his 
arrivall to Charleton Island in Hudson’s Bay, and to assist in 
his dispatch to the utmost of your power and in case the Govr. 
& Factrs. be not come thither, you are then immediately to 
make the best of your way to Hays Island, and not only 
acquaint them of our generall Ships arrivall, but wholly submit 
your self to the command & direction of Governor Nixon & 
his Councill there resident. And as a particular favour wee 
have appointed you to be one of the Councill amongst them, 
not doubting but you will appear very industrious in your 
present imployment, as also duly communicate to the Governor 
& rest of the Councill whatever you may anyways deem 
advantageous or beneficiall for the Company. It is our desire 
that you keep a perfect account of your voyage, not omitting 
any thing material] therein, and let us have a Copy thereof if 
possible by Captn. Greenway, unto whom wee would have you 
and wee do hereby order you to bear your self very respectively 
And wee do the rather urge this because wee have seen some 
unlucky differences happen amongst you, wch. wee hope is 
now totally forgiven & forgot. Pray consider the 
inconveniences & detriments wch. the Company is likely to 

B 


Captain Cobbie’s 


Instructions 


Comander of the 
Colleton yaught 


publick prayers 
on board your 


ship 


Keepe Compa. 
wth. Capt. 
Greeneway to 
Charleton Island 
and your 
indeavor to 
dispath him 
againe 


submitt your selfe 
wholly to 


Governour Nixon 


keepe a perfect 
acctt. of your 
Voyage wth. 
returne by Capt. 
Greenway 


be instrumentall 
to preserve peace 


we have kindly 
recommended you 
to the Governour 
whose Orders 
observe 

in case you ale 
we doe apointe 
‘ohn Brownson 
your mate to 
succeed you in 
your place 


Walter Farr 
apointed Deputy 
Governour 


18 LETTERS OUTWARD &c 

sustain by such animosities. therefore earnestly indeavour not 
only to preserve your peace & a right understanding your 
self, but also what lies in your power promote it in others, 
and wee must confesse wee have great hopes that you will 
industriously in all things appear instrumentall for the 
Company’s advantage, And if you frustrate not our expectations 
herein, wee do assure you wee shall be mindfull of your 
advancement accordingly in due time, and accordingly wee 
have kindly recommended you to our Governor, whose orders 
wee once more injoyn you punctually to observe, for by such 
complyances wee will continue & increase our good thoughts 
towards you. And in case of your mortality (wch. God forbid) 
wee do nominate & appoint John Brownson your chief Mate 
to succeed in your place, whom wee hereby strictly require 
to observe these our directions given by us to your self, And 
so leaving you to the protection of the Almightly and wishing 
you a prosperous voyage wee remain Dated at London the 
21th day of May 1680. 

RUPERT 

JAc HATES 

CHR. WREN 

WILL. YONGE 

HEN. MEESE 
GERRAND WEYMANS 
RICH. CRADOCK 


THO. PHIPYS 


London 215¢ May 1680 
Mr. Walter Farr, 

You having been severall years in the service of the Company 
in Hudson’s Bay, and obtained a good opinion wth. us by your 
honest demeanour therein, Wee have thought fit to make 
choice of you to be the Deputy Governour under John Nixon 
Esqr. who is our Governour in that Country, Not doubting 
but as wee have bestowed upon you this mark of our favour & 
good esteem, you will so behave your selff in this charge that 
wee may have reason to believe wee have not made an ill choice, 
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And as an incouragement to you to do your utmost in that 
place of trust, wee have settled upon you a Salary of One 100 martes a 
hundred Marks by the year to commence from your receit of 2°?” 4” 
this our letter. Wee are 
Your assured friends 

RUPERT 

PACHAYES 
Wee have paid unto your Atturny CHR. WREN 
Mr. John Pelling the sum of WILL.YONGE 
£54. 7.6. And shall pay what HENRY MEESE 
remains due to you as you shall GERRAND WEYMANS 
direct by the return of the RICH. CRADOCK 
Prudent Mary. THO; PHIPPS 


London 21s¢ May 1680 
Captn. Richd. Power, 
Wee have received yours of the 15th September last, and 
are well satisfied wth. your honest demeanour in our service, 
a proof whereof you have given us in sending us the letter of 
James Clerk! to you, wch. shows hisunfaithfullness & treachery. They graunt his 
You have signified unto us your desire to return home this desire to returne 
year, whereunto wee consent, if you remain still of the same ”””” 
mind But if you are willing to continue longer in the service 
of the Company, you may keep your imployment And as long 
as you behave your self justly to us, wee shall remain 
Your assured friends 

RUPERT 

{A. HAYES 

CHR. WREN 

WILL. YONGE 

HENRY MEESE 

GERRAND WEYMANS 

JOHN LETTEN 

RICH. CRADOCKE 

eri. PHIEPS 


tee 1.0.0., VIII, 18, 38, 39, 05, 70, 314. 
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London 21th May 1680 
Mr. John Bridger, 

Wee have yours of the 21th September from Port Comfort," 
and are well pleased to understand that you have assisted in 
beginning a trade at the River of Chichichiwan, Mr. Baily having 
represented that River to us as likely to produce extraordinary 
guantitys of Beaver. And forasmuch as you are appointed to be 
the chief in that Factory, wee do expect extraordinary diligence 
from you, and such conduct as may shew you to be worthy of the 
trust wee have reposed in you that so you may give us no 
occasion to withdraw our good opinion of you. For as wee 
intend to be kind to the meritorious, so wee shall for no 
favour pass by the neglecte or unfaithfullnesse of those whom 
wee employ, and shall expect the best performances from those 
whom wee employ in our greatest trusts & best preferments. 
Wee are 

Your assured friends 
RUPERT 
TAC ELAS 
CHR. WREN 
WILL: YONGE 
HENRY MEESE 
JOHN LEPTIN 
GERRAND WEYMANS 
RICH. CRADOCEKE 
THOSE Tei 


London 21s¢ May 1680 
Mr. Thomas Phipps 
Wee have yours of the 20th & 23d September last, and do 
take notice of your care in giving us as good an account of 
your charge as the ill circumstances our affairs were then in 
would give you leave. Wee hope before this comes to your 
hand there will be such a Warehouse erected at Charleton 


1].e., Point Comfort on the north-west corner of Rupert Bay, opposite 
Charlton Island. 
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Island as was agreed to be when Mr. Baily left you. and that 
then you will be enabled to execute the Office of 
Warehousekeeper like a man of skill, and make it appear by 
your letters to us (which wee do expect by every return of our 
ships) that you do understand & perform the duties of your 
place wth. faithfullnesse, And amongst other things wee 
expect an account of you from time to time what goods of every 
sort are remaining in our severall Factories, that being more 
particularly within your charge & cognizance. Wee are 
Your assured friends 

RUPERT 

JA2SHAYES 

CHR. WREN 

WILL. YONGE 

HENRY MEESE 

GERRAND WEYMANS 

RICH? CRADOCK 

THOS PHIPPS 


Gravesend 29th May 1680 
Govr. Nixon 

As we are attending the dispatch of our Shipps severall 
things occurr to us that have beene omitted in our Letters and 
Instructions that are already sealed which therefore we think 
fitt to adde. 

In the first place we thinke it for the Service of the Company 
that all Letters which come from the Bay shall be delivered 
into your hands to be sent altogether made up by you and 
addressed to the Committee that no private correspondency 
may be maintained to our prejudice and therefore in this 
particuler we desire you to be very carefull & carry it so 
prudently that all those about you may write their minds freely 
and be upon no reserve upon Jealousy of being discovered. 

Capt. Cobbie who comes to you in the Command of the 
Colleton is a man for whome we have a great Esteeme both for 
his integrity & abillity & we desire you to looke upon him as 
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such & to imploy him accordingly & we think he may be very 
propperly applyed to the Buisnesse of the Sloode with his little 
vessell wherein his diligence may produce considerable effects 
And if Capt. Draper whome we have sent upon the Albemarle to 
discover && settle New Severne shall happen to miscarry in the 
designe so as to give you no good acco. of it wee thinke it will 
be advisable to send Capt. Cobbie to make the next experiment for 
that discovery for we shall not think our Interest in the Bay so well 
secured As it ought to be untill we have made a Settlement to the 
Northward of Cape Henrietta Maria. 

In the case No. 901 you will finde (besides 10 dozen of blew 
shirts bought by the Company’s order) thirty eight holland 
shirts 20 ps. painted Calico & 2 Suites of Cloathes which 
being pack’d (unknowne to us) among the Company’s Goods 
we seized them as private Trade but we are since informed 
that the two Suites of apparell and the thirty eight holland 
shirts are for Mr. Phips to whome we desire you would deliver 
them but sell the painted Calicoes for the use of the Company. 

JA. HAYES WM. YONGE JNO. LETTEN 
RICHARD CRADDOCK 


Capt. Richard Greenway. 

Wee having now laden on board your ship the Prudent Mary 
what ever Goods Provissions &zca. we intend for this present 
voyage for Hudsons Bay it is therefore our desire and we doe 
hereby require you upon receipt of this our Order to weigh 
your Anchor & hasten from Gravesend with all expedition as 
winde & weather will pmit. endeavouring to make your first 
Porte Charleton Iland in Hudsons Bay by all means possible 
to take and keepe in your Company till your entrance into the 
said Bay (unlesse the extremity of weather or violence of a 
Storme forces a Seperation) our two vessells the Albemarle 
Friggot & Colleton Yaught & pray let your aide & assistance 
to both or either during the whole tearme of the Voyadge be 
such on all occasions as may vissibly demonstrate your 

1See p. 41, and H.B.S., VIII, 174. 
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sinceere intentions to oblige your Imployers & as it hath beene 
our Instructions to Capt. Draper & Capt. Cobbie to beare a 
respective comportment towards you soe we doe expect & 
hereby enjoine your most cordiall expressions of the same unto 
them let it be your care in all things to endeavour to contribute 
& contrive what ever may appeare advantageous to the 
Company all which had you not beene obliged by your 
Charterparty yet we cannot but thinke your owne Ingenuity 
would have caused a complyance in things soe necessary & when 
it shall please God to arrive you safely to your designed Port you 
are not onely to deliver to the Governor & Councell then being 
our Packet of Letters with all such Goods Provissions &ca. 
consigned to them but you are wholy to submitt your selfe to 
their orders & Comands during the time of your Stay in those 
parts as alsoe puntually to observe & comply with their 
dispatches from thence always minding the limmitted time in 
your Charterparty. So heartily praying for your prosperous 
voyadge thither & safe returne to us we remaine Your very 
loving Freinds 


London 20 May 1680 (eG SU. Wa Ds) 
WiLL. YOUNG 
1OmWN LE ELEN 


RICH. CRADOCK 


London 26th May 1680 

Capt. Walsall Cobbie 

You having now on board what Goods Provissions &ca. 
wee judge convenient for this expedition & you being fitt(ed] 
with men victualls & all things necessary it is therefor our 
desire and we doe heereby require you upon receip[t] of this 
our order to weigh your Anchor and hasten from Gravesend 
with all expedition as wind and weather w[ill] permit 
endeavouring to keepe the Prudent Mary Com[pa.] and let the 
first Porte you make be Charleton Island in Hudsons Bay and 
pray in all things be as good a Husband and as industrious as 
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possible to act in all thinfgs] as may most promote the 
Companies benefitt so wishi[ng] you a prosperous Voyadge & 
committing you to the protection of the Almighty we remaine 
Your Loving Freinds 
JAS HAYES 
WILL. YOUNG 
JOPRING IAT East 
RIGH »CRADOCK 


Capt. Thomas Draper 

You having now on board what Goods Provissions &[ca.] 
we judge convenient for this Expedition & you bein[g] fitted 
with men victualls & all things necessary it is therefore our 
desire & we doe hereby require you up[on] receipt of this our 
ordr. to weigh your Anchor & hasten fr[om] Gravesend with 
all expedition as wind & weather will pmit. endeavoring to 
keepe the Prudent Mary in your Company into the Bay and 
then you are to mind your Instructions to find out New Severne 
& pray in all things &ca. as above in Capt. Cobbies letter & 
signed [by] the above named psons. 


Copyes of all Letters and Instruccions 
Sent for Hudsons Bay by the Company 
upon the good Shipp Dilligence 

May 1681 


Fune 1681 
Governour Nixon 
It hath pleased God to disappoint us in the hopes wee had 
of the returne of our Ship the Prudent Mary wch. went hence 
in June last under the Command of Capt. Richard Greenoway 
whoe was obliged by Charterparty to quitt the Bay by the 
26th Sept. last and to make his best way home from thence. 
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And wee have therefore greate reason to feare that some ill 
accident hath befallen her either in goeing out or returneing 
home of wch. wee can expect noe perfect account (if that ship 
bee miscarryed) till the returne of the Ship Dilligence which 
now goes under the Command of Capt. Nehemiah Walker and 
wee hope will come in safety to you. 

The misfortune of the Prudent Mary’s not returninge as 
wee expected hath left us totally in the Darke as to all our 
concernes with you and some flying French Intelligence from 
Canada (whether true or false wee knowe not) hath informed 
that noe Ship from hence arrived with you the last yeare; 
though togeather with the said Ship prudent Mary wee sent two 
other small vessells alsoe the one the A/bemarle Frigott under 
the Command of Capt. Draper who had formerly been in the 
Countrey in our service. The other the CoJ//iton Yaucht 
Commanded by Walsall Cobby whoe was Mate to Capt. 
Walker when you your selfe went hence. 

How it hath pleased God to dispose of those three Vessells 
wee knowe not they went hence togeather by way of the North! 
the winds favouringe that course and wee being in feare of the 
Turks were not willinge they should saile by the Westward. 

Wee have herewith sent you perfect coppies of all the 
Letters Instruccions and Bills of Loadinge and all other things 
necessary for your veiw and information which went in the 
said shipps that you may bee as fully informed in every thinge 
as wee can make you but being under soe greate uncertainty 
as wee are of the prsent. state of our affaires wee have little more 
to add haveing therein to the best of our Judgments given 
directions in every thinge relateing to our Interest and therefore 
wee must referr you to those coppies desireing you carefully to 
observe the orders and Instructions therein given you as farr 
as you are able they being the result of many thoughts and 
greate consideration. 

But amongst them all wee judge none of greater moment then 
the speedy settlement of Port Nelson and therefore wee doe againe 
earnestly presse you to the accomplishment thereof assoone 
as may bee. 


ESCO Th VIL Bo, sir; 


Dilligence hired 
to goe for the 
Bay 


Jlying reporte 
from Canada 
that noe ships 
[a|rrived in the 
Bay [t)he lasi 
yeare 


The ships went 
last [yelare by 
way of the 
[North 


Invoices sent 
here [illegible] 
See of what ship 
[thle last yeare 


Order to settle 
Port [N]ellson 


a Difficult thinge 
to have the 

shipps returne the 
same yeare 


Sende you 
herewith Capt. 
Walkers Charter 
Party by which 
he is to winter 
in the Bay 


if our shipps are 
miscard. you are 
to dispatch Capt. 
Walker wth. all 
speed 


wwe have sent 
you an ample 
Cargo as to 

provisstons & 


Trade 
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And because wee finde that it is a difficult thinge to goe 
from hence [and] returne in the same yeare, wee have resolved 
for the future that the businesse of our Navigation shalbee 
dispatcht both out and home in those moneths of the yeare that 
have the longest dayes and the warmest weather which will 
make the Voyage more easy and safe. 

And therefore wee have directed and agreed with Capt. 
Walker by the Charter party of which wee now send you a copy 
that if the Prudent Mary bee now safe and returneing towards © 
us (wch. is the best of our hopes) that in such case hee shall 
Winter with the Shipp Di/ligence in the Bay and not attempt 
to returne till the opening of the Season the next yeare, which 
if it shall soe happen, you must then assist him and his men the 
best you can, In contriveing theire Winter Quarters for theire 
most convenient accomodation. 

But if it hath pleased god that our three Vessells are 
miscarryed outwa[rd] bound (which is the first of our feares) 
and that the Shipp Rupert (which wee prsume. you would have 
sent home if that misfortune had happened with such goods as 
you had Traded for) is alsoe miscarryed homeward bound 
(which would bee a fatall unparallelled misfortune to us) 

Then you are to use your uttmost endeavours to dispatch 
Capt. Walke[r] with all possible expedition with the Shipp 
Dilligence and such a Cargo of goods as you can collect, that 
wee may thereby have our misfortunes in some measure 
repaired and that the endeavours and expence of soe many 
yeares wherein wee have beene engaged in this Trade and 
discovery (which hath been hitherto unprofitable) may not 
bee wholly los[t.] For the prventinge. whereof as farr as in 
us lyes Though the last years Expedition did put the Company 
considerably in debt, yett wee have raise[d] a greate sume of 
money ! to furnish out a compleate & ample Cargoe as well of 
Provisions and Stores of all kindes as of goods for Trade, 


1 The amount raised was £5,120. See H.B.8., VIII, 102, 105-06, III, 112, 
163. An original indenture dated February 17, 1681, and a receipt for the 
charter signed by John Morris and Richard Webb on the same day in connection 
with this loan are in possession of Mr. James F. Bell of Minneapolis, Minn., 
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which you will finde by the Invoice and Bills of Loadinge, 
weh. if please God it arrive safe with you will enable you to goe 
on with your Trade though it should prove that wee have been 
as unfortunate the last yea[r] as our prsent. feares suggest. 
And wee hope the good God whoe hath hitherto supported 
the Company under many difficultyes will not leave us to bee 
totally discouraged & ruin’d in our honest and just designes & 


endeavours. 


Pray lett us heare from you how each parcell of goods give us an 
pro[ves] whether they bee truely packed and whether they “0”! whether 


our goods be 


hold out accordinge to the Invoice in contents and condition trucly packt, & 
aswell provisions as merchandize. doe agree wth. 
As alsoe in what sort of goods wee have exceeded what is  /nveice 


necessary, and wherein wee have been deficient, that wee may 


whither the 
Good's be right 


the better regulate our Cargoe for the future. A abe 
Wee have sent an extraordinary quantity of Tyles+ of which 0 the market 


many may be broken in unloadeing, but you are not to throwe 


advise us 


them away but prserve. the broken peices fo[r] the amending @ @**raordinary 


of your stoves. 


quantety of Tiles 
sent 


Wee desire you to take into your consideration whether the 4,1, j¢ int, ae 
Shipp Rupert bee of that moment and use to us as to bee consideration 
continued still in the Bay, the charge being greate, and wee wither the ship 


Rupert be of that 


must thinke of being as good husbands for the Company as wee ,} se 

can and not put them to unnecessary charges. _ the Countrey 
Wee would have you likewise bee carefull to gett all sorts of get all the small 

small Furrs that you can aswell as Martins, which wee have Sur's you can as 


Martins weh. 


perticularly mentioned in our last yeares Instructions (to witt) Foxes i mentioned 

Ermin otters Rackoons or any others which the Countrey affords. — last yeare 
And soe leaveing you and all our consernes to the protection 

of the Almighty wee Remaine 


—~/ 


Your assured Freinds 
RUPERT 
JAS HAYES CHR, WREN 
RICHD-"CRADOCK 
HENRY MEESE 
[Oi NeLE LEEN 
GERRARD WEYMANS 

AEC 17 90.,, VL, PAF, 28S: 


Quarter caske of 
mallago {Sa]ck 
sent you [ for 
your owne 


[drinking 


we have supplied 
your friends 
wth. £20 for the 


support of your 
Child 
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Postscript 

Wee are informed by one Radison! a French man who 
formerly served the Company That the French have built a 
Fort and settled a Factory within lesse then a dayes Journey 
from Ruperts river,? wch. if it bee true, our dangers from the 
French doe approach, but however we knowe well our settlemt. 
in the Bay is a greate offence to the French, and therefore it concerns 
us, tobe carefull to secure our Factoryes from any designe of theyres 
or of the Natives upon us, To which end wee advise you that in 
all places where your Factoryes are Established, you make some 
defensive Fortifications as Capt. Guillam® did at first at Rupert 
river, where hee digged a Graft and Strengthned with 
pallisades, and wee desire that Fort may bee repaired and kept 
in order by those which from time to tyme shalbee employed 
in that Factory. 


Another Postscript Signed by Sr. James Hayes 

I am desired by the Comittee to let you know wee have sent 
you a qr. Cask of choice Malaga Sack for your owne drinking 
we have likewise sent a Cask of Noremberg Toyes for 
Childrens Play Games to make an experiment how such things 
will take with the Indians. Your two Freinds whome you 
left for your atturney’s having applyed themselves to the 
Committee for some money to Supply Necessary’s for your 
Child? & to pay for its keeping we have furnisht them 
with £20—on acco. of your wages but I advise you that by 
the returne of Capt. Walker you give the Committee to 


1 Pierre Esprit Radisson was in London during the spring of 1681 trying to 
discover the Company’s plans. See G. L. Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness: 
Médard Chouart, Sieur des Groseilliers and Pierre Esprit Radisson, 1618-1710 
(New York, 1943), p. 177. 

See Introduction, p. xxxviil. 

3 Zachariah Gillam. Fora biography, see H.B.8., V, 226-30. According to 
J. R. Tanner, 4 Descriptive Catalogue of the Naval Manuscripts in the Pepysian 
Library at Magdalene College, Cambridge (London, The Navy Records Society, 
1903), pp. 290-1, the burden of Gillam’s ship, the Nomsuch, was forty-three 
tons and not fifty as stated in the biography. 

# See H7.8.0.,.V 111; 176. 
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understand how you will have the wages that will be due 
unto you disposed of. 

Mr. Gorst the Father of Benja. Gorst who I hope is well 
with you hath made his request that his Son may returne the 
next yeare if the young man himselfe inclines to it for he leaves 
the thing wholy to him & the Committee are consenting also 
thereunto. as also that Richard Pepper & Edward Wastall 
who were shipt on the A/bemarle the last yeare may returne 
home upon the first ship that comes I have nothing more to 


add but that I am Your assured Freind to Serve you 
JA. HAYES Depty. Govr. 


Wee have sent 1 he Goate & 2 she Goates 7 1 Sow with Pigg 
weh. we have don in hopes they will increase in the Country & be 
of use & comfort to our people weh. isa thing that deserves your 
utmost care as well for she Good of the Factory as for the ease of 
the Compa. in the buisnesse of Provisions. 


Fune 81 
Capt. Walker. 

You haveing entred into an agreement with us by Charter 
par[ty] to Saile in the Service of the Hudsons Bay company as 
Commande[r] of the good Shipp Dilligence, wee doubt not but 
you will doe your uttmost to performe your duty according to 
the Tenor of the said Charte[r] party, but as wee have chosen 
you above all other persons to goe upon this Expedition Soe 
wee hope you will expresse more the[n] ordinary care and zeale 
for the good and benefit of the Compan[y] in all things, and 
wee doe assure you that as you have left the reward of your 
Service entirely to the Company, Soe you shal[1] not finde us 
narrowe handed in that perticular, when you h[ave] done your 
part but bountifull in our gratuity to you. If you shall happen 
to meete with Capt. Greeneway Commander of the Prudent 
Mary of whose safety wee are indoubt, wee desyre you to 


1 See p. 9, and H.B.S8., VIII, 297. 


/ 


Benj. Gorst 
permitted to 
come home the 
next yeare 


Richard Peper 
[S] Wastall 
may returne by 


jirst 


3 goats & [1] 
sow wth. pige 
sent 


Capt. Walker 
Command. of the 
Dilligence 


a good reward 
promised if 
carefull to doe 
his Duty 


if meet wth. 
Capt. Greeneway 
Deliver him this 
Inclosed letter 
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deliver him the enclosed letter and if hee wants any assistance 
you can give him, wee pray you to afford it him, For wee 
conclude if please god hee bee still in being, hee must have 
been reduced to greate Streights for Provisions, being designed 


we have to returne the last yeare and provided according, Wee have 
bald -_ directed Governor Nixon if you shall Winter in the Bay tobee 
overnour Nixon 


to be aideing & ayding & assistinge to you in makeing your Winter Quarters 
assisting to you as comodious to you and your Shipps crew as may bee,1 and wee 
if yu winter eexnect from you what assistance you can administer to our 
Factory there, and soe wishinge you a good and prosperous 
Voyage wee bidd you farewell and Remaine 
Your assured Freinds 
RUPERT 
JA. HAYES) (CHR WIRES 
RICHD. CRADOCK 
HENRY MEESE 
JOHN LETTEN 
GERRARD WEYMANS 


Capt. Greenoway 
It hath been a great disappointment to us that you did not 
returne the last yeare according to our hopes and agreement 
with you, but wee must submitt to gods will, and wee are soe 
confident both of your dilligence and skill, that wee conclude 
if God hath nothinge but the Irresistable hand of god hath prvented. you, 
preserved (then? and wee have yett greate hopes of your safety in the Bay, where 
ee 7, Capt. Walker will either finde you or meete you in your 
“you returne, wherefore wee have thought fitt to send you these 
lynes to assure you that if god hath prserved. you, you shall 
finde noe hard usage from us at your returne, but wee shall 
deale with you with all humanity and not exact from you the 
strict performance of the letter of our agreement, when the 
providence of god hath made it Impossible, But shall consider 
1 Walker wintered 1681-82 with Nixon in the same house on Charlton 


Island. For Nixon’s remarks on the arrangement, see H.B.S., VII, 265 
et seq. 
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you for your stay as much as if there had beene a Covenant in 
that pointe betweene us, and Remaine 
Your assured Friends 

RUPERT 

PANES CHR WREN 

RICH. CRADOCK 

HENRY MEESE 

JOHN LETTEN 

GERRARD WEYMANS 


The Governor and Company of Adventurers 
of England trading into Hudsons Bay 
To Capt. Wm. Bond 

Whereas wee have thought fitt to appoint you Commander 
of the good ship, the Craven? Pink now bound for Hudsons 
Bay, in our Service, 

These are therefore to authorise you to goe on board the 
sd. Vessell, and to execute the office of Commander there 
accordingly. And all officers and seamen belonging to the sd. 
shipp and to yeild obedience to you as thiere Commander, and 
you youre selfe are to obey all such orders and Instructions as 
you now have or shall hereafter recieve from us, whilest you are 
in the sd. Compa. Given under our common Seale the 
jifteenth day of May Anno Dom. 1682 

Youre assured Friends 
RUPERT 
JAMES HAIES 
CHR. WREN 
WM. YOUNG 
GER. WEYMANS 
RICH. CRADOCK 


1 See p.44. The Craven was launched on April 11, 1682, see H.B.S., VIII, 
201, 204. 
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Instructions for Capt. Wm. Bond, 
Commander of the Craven Pink 15 May 82 

You are with the first fayre wind that prsents. to sayle the 
sd. shipp under your Command for Charleton Island in 
Hudsons Bay doeing youre Endeavor to keep Company with 
the ship now bound thither upon our servise, But more 
perticularely with the Lucy whereof Capt. Nicolas Reymer is ‘ 
master that he may have youre assistance if you see he needs it, 
either for directing of his course in sayling or in case any ill 
accident should befall him. 

But you by noe meanes to lett him know that we have given 
you this Instruction. 

When you shall be arrived att Charleton Island you are 
from thence forth to be under the Governement and Direction 
of Mr. John Nixon our Governor, and to be carefull and 
faithfull in the discharge of youre duty in our servise useing 
youre best Indeavors to prevent and discover all private trade, 
and in all things to advance the Int. and benefit of the Company. 

You must use youre Endeavors to get satisfaction from the 
Indians for the goods you trusted att the River of Chichituan 
an accots. whereof is with Mr. Phipps the warehouse keeper. 

RUPERT 

JASE AES 

WM. YOUNG 

CHR. WREN 

GER. WEYMAN 
JOHB.*COUDWORTES 


The Governor & Company of Adventurers of 
England trading into Hudsons Bay 
To Captaine Ezbon Sandford ? 

Wheras wee have thought fit to apoint you Commander 
of the good ship A/bermarle now bound for Hudsons Bay in 
our Cervise, These are therefore to authorise you to goe on 
board the sd. Vessell, And to execute the Office of Commander 

1 See H.B.S., VIII and IX, passim. 2 See HBS ., 1X, 333-42 
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there accordingly, And all officers and seamen belonging to the 
sd. ship are to yeild obedience to you as their Commander, 
And you your selfe are to obey all such orders and Instructions 
as you now have or shall hereafter recieve from us whilst you 
are in the sd. Command. 
Given under our common Seale the fifteenth day of May 
Anno Domini 1682 
RUPERT 
JAS HAYES 
CHR. WREN 
WM. YOUNG 
GERRARD WEYMAN 
JOH. CUDWORTH 


To Capt. Ezbon Sandford Commander of the 
Albermarle the 15 of May 1682 
you are with the first faire wind that presents to sayle the sd. 

ship under your Command for Port Nelson in Buttons Bay on 
the north west maine of America doing your endeavor to keep 
Company with the Prience Rupert, Commanded by Capt. 
Zechary Gillam now bound for the sd. Port, Where when you 
shall be arrived you are to be under the Governement and 
Direction of Mr. John Bridgar whom we have constituted our 
Governor there And with him you are to winter and to yeild 
obedience unto him as Governor and with your ships crew to 
give your best assistance to him in all things during youre 
stay at Port Nelson. But as soone as the Season will permit 
the next Spring you are to saile to Charleton Island there to 
attend oure farther order 

RUPERT 

Las dela oe 

CHR. WREN 

WM YOUNG 

GERR. WEYMAN 

JOHN CUDWORKTH 
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Instructions, 

May the 15 1682 
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se 
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to Governour 


Bridgar 
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Mr. Fohn 
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Instructions 
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The Governor & Company of Adventurers 
of England tradeing into Hudsons Bay 

To Mr. John Bridgar 

By vertue of the Power & Authority to us given by the 
High and Mighty Monarch Charles the Second by the grace 
of god of England Scotland France and Ireland King deftender 
of the Faith &c. by his Majts. Letters Pattents beareing date 
the Second day of May in the two and twentieth yeare of his 
Reigne Wee doe hereby Constitute & appoint you Governor 
& Commandr. of and in the river called Port Nelson, and of 
and in all the rivers Lands and Territories Isles Creekes & 
Lakes from Cape Henrietta Maria Northward upon the West 
main in the Bay called Buttons Bay lying within the Streights 
of Hudson, to use and exercise the said Power dureing our will 
and pleasure And wee doe strictley require & Command all 
Comandrs. or Masters of Ships Barks Shallops or other vessells 
and all other Officers & psons. whatsoever which are or shallbee 
imployed by us within the limitts aforesaid to yeilde due 
Obedience unto you and you yr. Selfe are to follow such Orders 
and directions as you shall from time to time receive from us 
Given under our Seale the fifteenth day of May Annodom 1682 

RUPERE 

Ag Pais 

WM. YONGE CHR. WREN 

GERARD WEYMANS JOHN LETTEN 

JOHN CUDWORTH ~*~ RICHARD CRADDOCK 

NIC. HAYWARD 1 


Instructions for Mr. John Bridgar Governor of Port Nelson 
the 15th of May 1682? 

Wee haveing thought fitt to make a Settlemt. in the River 

of Port Nelson in Hudsons Bay Have chosen you one from 

1 See H.B.S., VIIL, 338. 

2 The first two paragraphs from these instructions are printed in Report from 
the Committee, Appointed to enquire into the State and Condition of the Countries 
adjoining to Hudson’s Bay, and of the Trade carried on there ... (Reported by Lord 
Strange 24th April 1749), p. 274. 
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amongst those who have formerly Served our Company as a 
Person whome wee judge quallified for such a Charge wherein 
wee hope you will never give us reason to thinke ourselves 
mistaken But that you will behave your selfe with that prudence 
Integrity & Industry that becomes you in so great a trust, 
both for your owne reputation, and the Interest and advantage 
of the Company. 

In the first place upon your arrivall there you are with the 
advice of Capt. Guilham to choose out the most Convent. 
place for the building a House and Fort for your Safety & 
Accomodation which is tobee done acording to the modell wee 
have sent with you which wee hope by the assistance of the 
Albemarles Crew which is to winter with you & of Capt. 
Guilhams Crew so long as hee shall stay with you will bee 
quickly dispatched, which when you have well done, you are to 
use your dilligence to Penetrate into the Countrey to make what 
discoveries you can, and to gett an Acquaintance and Comerce with 
the Indians thereabts. which wee hope in time may turne to Acct. 
and answer the greate Charge wee have and may bee att in makeing 
this Settlement. 

Wee are Informed these Northerne Indians are more rude 
and Barbarous than those where wee are already settled 
wherefore you must use the greater circumspection that they 
bee not Encouraged by your remissness to make Attempts 
upon you. 

As soone as possible you can wee would have you contrive 
a way of Correspondence with our Governor in the Bottome of 
the Bay that you may from time to time understand the 
Condition of each other, and what accts. you have of all things 
from our other Factories you are stil to communicate to us by 
the first Occasion that presents, by sending Coppies of such 
Letters as shall come unto you from thence. 

Wee have ordered Capt. Gilham that as soone as by Gods 
Blessing hee hath safely Landed you at Port Nelson that hee 
gives the best advice and the assistance of himselfe & ships 
Crew for the forwarding your building, and that he stays with 
you so long as hee reasonably may with respect to his goeing 
downe to the Bottom of the Bay to his wintring there in 


apointed 
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Rupert river, as for Capt. Sandford Comandr. of the A/bemarle 
wee have directed him to attend you with his ship and Crew all 
the winter and to Obey your Comands, and as soone as the 
season permits in the next Spring to goe downe to Charleton 
Island there to lade and bring home the trade next yeare, and 
in place of her wee shall send another vessell directly to you the 
next Sumer with all things wee shall judge necessary for your 
Occasions and our trade. 

You must bee carefull to carry your Selfe with prudence 
humanity and justice towards the Natives & with lenity and 
gentleness towards those who are under your Comand. Yet so as 
not to Loose your authority with them But tobee a good 
Example in every thing your selfe that neither they nor wee 
may have cause of Complaint. 

There is another thing which wee thinke of greate Moment 
and therefore recommend to your particular care and that is that 
you Endeavor to make such Contracts with the Natives for the 
River in & above Port Nelson as may in future times ascertain 
to us aright & property therein and the Sole Liberty of trade 
& Comerce there, and to make Leagues of friendship & 
peaceable Cohabitation with such Ceremonies as you shall finde 
tobee most Sacred and Obligatory amongst them. 

You are to use your uttmost Endeavors to prevent & detect 
all private trade, and Whereas heare are frequent reports that 
there are Interloping designes on foot which are to bee carried 
on by the assistance of some of those who have formerly served 
us. If any such attempts shall be made you are to shew your 
Courage & Conduct in endeavouring to defeat them and to 
seize the Offenders if you can, and send them into England, 
where they shall bee severly prosecuted as Contemners of the 
Kings authority and violaters of the rights & priviledges 
granted us by his Majty, and in case you meet with any 
Forreigners tradeing or Sailing, within the limitts of our 
Charter you are to seize theire vessells as Lawfull prize by 
vertue of the Act of Parliament for the incouragmt. of 
Navigation. 

Finally wee Recomend unto you the care of the service & 
Honor of God, and doe require You to have prayers daily read 


MAY (rs, 1682 ty, 


in the Factorie and that the Lords day bee duely Observed 
that So the blessing of God may attend you. 


RUPERT 
JAy HAYES CHR. WREN 
WILL. YONGE GERARD WEYMANS 


JOHN LETTEN RICHD. CRADOCK 
JNO. CUDWORTH NICO. HAYWARD 


Aditional Instruction for Mr. John Bridgar att Port Nelson 

Though wee have in a former clause Intimated our desires 
how you should proceed against any Interloper which shall bee 
found in your parts yet being further sensible of the greate 
Contempte such psons. will offer to his Majts. gratious Pattent 
granted this Company Have thought fitt to take this matter 
into a further Consideration and doe require & hereby strictley 
Command both you our Governor and all Factors & Servants 
as are or shall bee under your Comand and in our pay not to give 
the least aide or assistance to any Interloper or to hold any 


Commerce or Conversation with them and imediately to send ee 


home any psons. that shall bee found any wayes concerned 
with them or any wayes aiding or assisting them by any manner 
of meanes whatsoever and this our order Wee doe enjoyne you 
tobee fairly writt and fixed in Some publick place of your 
Factorie that none may plead Ignorance or Expect wages any 
longer then they manifest themselves good Servants by theire 
punctuall Complyance with these our Comands. 


May the 15th 1682 
Governr. Nixon 
By the Rupert and Albemarle, who arrived in the Downes the 
begining of October last wee received your Severall Packquetts, 
and wth. them the two large letters! wch. you wrote to the 
Compa. the belonginge of both were upon the same subject 
(to witt) an ample Narrative in what disordr. you found all 


1 These letters have not been found in the Company’s archives. 
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things when you first came into the Country and it had been 
Wonderfull if it had proved, other wise, seeing our servants 
lived so licentiously (as you say they did) and that instead of 
saving, and well husbanding the Companies goods and 
Provisions they all together studied how to spend and imbazle 
them, but to all that, Wee Shall make no other reply then to 
tell you, wee hope you have and will take Speciall care to make 
a thorough reformation; Wee are glad to heare our trade 18 
like to increase considerably by the comeing downe of other 
Nations, with whome wee formerly had noe comerce, and wee 
doe assure you wee will take care there Shall not from hence 
forth bee wanting a plentifull supply of all sorts of goods; that 
each Factory my. have sufficient to take off; what ever 
commodities the Indians shall bring Downe to them and you 
shall finde, Wee will not bee wanting to provide all such sorts 
of goods as will please them, and ‘to that purpose Wee have 
taken the advise of Mr. Knight and Mr. Bridgar, whome wee 
have found very ingenious and knowing men in the business 
of our trade. And that there may bee no mistake for the 
future, Wee keep samples of every species of Goods, for our 
directions, and what ever in time to come, you Shall finde 
amiss, Shall upon your advice bee mended For wee are 
resolved to use all meanes possible to advance our Trade, And 
if you will bee but Equally industrious, on your parts, Wee 
question not but every yeares progress will give us fresh 
encourgemt. to prosecute our good disignes, therein, To wch. 
end wee have now Sent you a large quantity then ordinary of 
all sorts of goods both wch. you have demanded and wee judge 
fit for the Country. anda Double proportion of all manner of 
Provisions as also as many of all sorts, of Stores, and more then 
wt. you wrote for; The perticulars whereof are expressed in 
our Severall Invoices herewith sent you. 

Wee have likewise followed your advice in ladeing these 
things in Severall Bottoms and doe hope (through Gods 
blessing) the will come all Safe to Charlton Island. Where wee 
are informed, you have according to our former derections 
built a Coveniant warehouse to receive all our goods: In the 
nex place Wee must let you know wee had complaints from 
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most of our Servants (that returned upon the last ships) that 
you have carried your selfe with tomuch inhumanity and 
cruelty towards the Natives wch. is very ill done For allthough 
(in prudence) You must allwayes bee carefull of your Selfe, 
and bee upon your Guard for your owne Safety & preservation, 
yet Experience teaches that mild and Gentile Usage doth more 
obtaine upon the most Savage Natures then to much Severity. 

Wherefore wee now caution you to take heed that the 
morossness of your temper turne not to the prejudice of our 
affaires, which advice wee also extend to the Goverment of your 
Selfe, in your deportment towards our owne servants under 
your Command, towords whome your deportment ought to bee 
affable and obligeing wch. you may doe without lessening your 
Authority wch. is better Supported by a prudent lenity then 
by too much haughtiness and Severity. 

But wee do not intend by this that you should lett your 
Rines of Goverment lie too loose neither, for there may as 
much mischeife arise from thence, Wee being sensible anough 
what sort of men you have to deale with, Only Observe this as 
a good Generall rule use moderation, in all things, and as a 
meanes to draw our Servants to Love & obey you, Let them 
know that such as shall behave themselves most meritoriously 
upon your representing theire Services to us with your 
Opinion what increase of Wages they may deserve, Wee shall 
take greate notice of the Charactor you shall give and bee 
very apt to make good such reasonable promises of advancement 
as you Shall make, but you must allwayes send us the reasons 
induceing you to make your promises, That wee may bee better 
judge of theire meritt for advancement, You cannot but bee 
very sensible how ready wee are to Oblige you, by passing over 
the severall Complaints made against you by our Servants, who 
came home upon the last ships, and turneing out of our 
imployment Severall of those you write against, but wee must 
tell you wee cannot but blame and reprehend your Conduct 
in the Saveing of the Beavor wch. was cast away at tetherlies 
Island,1 for by the account you give of it, your selfe, you 
appeared therein more Jealous of your owne authority and 

1 T.e., the beaver from the wrecked Prudent Mary. 
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more displeased that your express commands were not obeyed 
by some of our men, then for the loss, Wee had sustained, and 
the Complaints you raise upon Mate Lucas? and others upon 
that occation does too much discover your own indiscretion 
every circumstance makeing it appeare, that you were faulty in 
that pticular. and wee looked upon Capt. Draper, who it 
semes was your cheife Councell in that and other matters to bee 
Soe ill a man that wee Shall never thinke him worth our 
imployment any more. 

Wee have hired two Vessells for the carrying outward this 
yeares Cargoe (vizt.) the Lucie whereof Capt. Nicholas Reymer 
is Commander and the Freindship whereof Capt. Edwards is 
Commander, who are by Charter party to stay noe more then 
twenty dayes after theire arrivall at Charlston Island, weither 
they have ladeing or no ladeing (a Copies of wch. Charter 
parties Wee herewith, Send you) soe that you must bee very 
active in dispatching, your buisness accordingly and wt. Beavers 
or other skinns are left behinde after Captaine Walker comeing 
away (for wee suppose hee would have received his dispatch 
before the arrivall of those ships) let them bee imediately put on 
board Capt. Edwards, Wee lookeing upon him to bee much, 
the better and securer man, Yet wee doe not so strictly tie you 
thereto, but that there may bee accidents happen, eigther in 
goeing out or whilst they are there As in your discretion, you 
may finde good reason to alter this pt. of your advice, Soe that 
wee must referr that to your owne discretion. We are very 
sensibly that the Indian Weoman resorting to our Factories 
are very prejudiciall to the Companies affaires, not only by 
being a meanes of our Servants often debauching themselves, 
but likewise by embeazling our goods and very much 
exhausting our Provisions, It is therefore our possitive order 
that you lay your strict Commands on every Cheife of each 
Factory upon forfiture of Wages not to Suffer any wooman to 
come within any of our Factories, and that none of our Servants 
may plead ignorance, Wee doe hereby require, you to cause a 
writeing to bee affixed in Some publick place in every Factory 
intimateing our Commands herein, and the penalty in 

1 Richard Lucas. See H.B.S., VIII and IX, passim. 
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disobeying them: and if not withstanding all this, there shall 
bee any refactory Persons that shall Presume to entertaine, any 
Weaman, let us have an account of them by the first Opertunity 
and wee will not faile to send for them home for wee cannot 
never Expect good Servises from such, whome neither the 
Lawes of God or Man can restraine from Wickedness. 

Wee had readily upon your desire granted, leave that the 
twenty peeces of Pintadoes, takein from Mr. Phipps should 
have been delivered him but his Cozen, Mr. Thomas Phipps 
came to us and desired wee would pay the vallue in mony to 
him, wch. accordingly was done so that they are now to bee 
reckoned the Companies goods.} 

Wee have formerly wrote unto you and the same wee now 
againe repeate thar you Use your Utmost endeavors to procure as 
many small furrs of all sorts as you can, for they turne us to a good 
account the Cargoe you Sent us by the Rupert and Albemarle 
came for the most pt. well Conditioned to us (Except what 
damnified at Tetherlies Island) and agreed in quantities 
according to the severall Invoices; You must have aspeciall 
care to the well packing, wtever. goods you send us, that the 
take noe Wett. 

What ever Skinns were traded for by our Servants, in barter 
for theire owne blanketts and Cloaths at the time the Company 
had noe goods wee have according to your request delivered 
them to the Severall Owners, But you are to take notice that 
wee Shall never admitt of the like againe but shall repute 
all manner of Pelt & Skinns and furrs of what kind So ever 
procured by any manner of meanes in that Country and 
brought home in our Ships to be the Goods belonging to the 
Company and accordingly wee shall Seize them. 

Wee have formerly acquainted you with our desires to have 
a Settelment at Port Nelson, and are now resolved to put in 
Execution, to wch. End, Wee have Ordered Capt. Zachary 
Gilham Commander of the Rupert (in place of Capt. Power, 
who died since hee came home, of the Small Pox) and Capt. 
Sandford Commander of the A/bemarle, to Saile directly 
theither, Carrying over such Servants goods Stores and 

* Deep. 22. 
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Provisions as wee judge necessary for that Expedition, and in 
regard wee can Expect but small or no assistance from you in 
the makeing of a settlemt. there, by reasons of your greate 
distance from thence, Wee have resolved to make it a Factory 
and Goverment by it selfe, and have made choice of Mr. John 
Bridgar to bee our Governour there, Of whose Ingenuity 
fidelity and Industry Wee have greate Confidence and though 
hee is not Subordinate to or has any dependence on you, Yet 
wee shall order him to Contrive a way of Correspondence with 
you, that you may understand each others Conditions and as 
appertunity presents Communicate, the notice thereof unto us 
wch. you for your part must bee care full to doe, by sending 
us the Copies of all his Letters to you and advices hee gives 

ou. 

: Wee are very Confident in that large Bay, there are Severall 
Creeks and Harbors, undiscovered wceh. may prove exceeding 
advantagious toward the advancemt. of our trade & Interest. 
And we doubt not but if you have your thoughts upon it Great 
discoveries may in time bee made by our small Vessells 
cruizing up and downe. 

Wee are informed there are Greate quantities of seahorse 
teeth} in the Bay wch. would bee a Considerable Commoditie 
if you can bring the Natives to gett them, for trade, Wee 
therefore recommend it to you and every thinge else wch. 
may probably bring benefit to the Company for wee are at very 
vast Expence in carying on our buisnesse In So much that 
though wee had a much better Cargoe of Goods by the last 
returne of our Ships then ever wee had before it hath but 
barely producd. wherewith to pay our debts? and to sett out 
for the psent. Expedition soe that wee are likely to wait yet 
Longer for a Dividend for notwithstanding wee have had 
Severall returnes, and Considerable quantities of goods from 


1 T.e., walrus teeth. 

2 The cargo brought home in the Prince Rupert and A/bemar/e in the autumn 
of 1681 was sold in November of that year for £15,721 45. 9¢. See H.B.S., 
VIII, xxxi-ii. The Company’s accounts show ‘that there were twenty-eight 
buyers, the largest being Richard Gawthorne & Co., whose purchases amounted 
to £7,282 35. 6d. net. 
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the Bay, Yet heitherto Wee never have divided one farthing,} 
Our Servants wages & Provisions haveing consumed all we 
have gott, and wee are Assured without both your and our 
greate care and good husbandry wee must never Expect to 
reape any profit from thence. 

Wee question not but the ship diligence Capt. Walker 
Commander arrived safe with you, Hee meeteing Capt. Power 
within foure or five dayes Saile of Charlton Island whose 
arrivall no Doubt was greatly to your Comfort shee bringing 
in your distress a very large quantity of all sorts of goods 
Stores and Provisions, for your full Supply. 

Wee hope shee found a safe Harbour to lye in all the winter 
though wee are informed Shee was too bigg to goe into any of 
the Rivers, Pray advise us of this pticular.? in your next for our 
future regulations, as to the biggness of the ship wee Send to 
winter in the Country, God grant her safely to returne For 
wee lay a great stress on the Large Cargoe Shee will bring and 
truely in reason, Wee Expect noeless. haveing for two yeares 
to gether fully furnished you with all Sorts of Commodities, 
few of which were [illegible] with att our last Ships departure 
from you. 

And here again Wee cannot but repeate our desires and 
Commands to you, to give these two hired Vessells your 
utmost assistance for theire dispatch within tenn dayes after 
there arrivall if it bee possible For the late comming away of 
Greenawayes Vessell, and her Being unfortunately, cast away 
hath Soe affrighted and discouraged all Owners and Masters 
of Shipps here, that wee can hardly get any to Serve us, unless 
at extraordinary rates, and the Seamen Use the Same Argument 
(to witt) the Difficulty of the Voyage, to advance there wages 
Soe that it must bee your early dispatch, and the good success 
wch. will attend thereon, that must recover the good Opinion, 
and take of the direfull apprehensions, they at prsent. entertaine 
concerneing the Danger of our Navigation this in Short is a 
great moment as to our future Contracts therefore pray bee 
deligent therein. 


1 The first dividend was paid in 1684. See H.B.S., 1X, xxxix—xl, 217,218-1 9. 
a See H.B.8., VIII, 241-2, 274-6. 
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Wee are informed that the Co//eton Yauht is Very Slightly 
built & therefore very unfitt for Service Amongst the Ice Wee 
are Sensible the Company were ill Used in her first building, 
But we have Sent good Store of planks that if any misfortune 
happen, you may bee enabled to mend her for Wee put a 
great vallue upon our Small Vessells in the Country, And 
therefore Expect your more then Ordinary care for theire 
preservation. 

And that you may see how ready Wee are to Comply with 
whatever your desire towards the Advancemt. of our trade 
Wee have built a New Vessell for Chichichuan River, which 
not much above five foote Weater and burthen about 40 tuns 
is the best and Strongest barke was ever sent into those pts. 
and hope She may prove as Successfull as the Hayes Sloope hath 
bin; Wee have named her the Craven and appointed Wm. 
Bond her Commander, and if upon your Experience you like 
her Wee Shall Supply you with such another of A greater or 
lesser burthen as you Shall Advise will be most Convenient 
& Serviceable for our accasions there. 

Wee have herewith Sent you a papper a part The Names 
of Such psons. as wee have this yeare entertained to Serve 
in the Country wth. the Severall Wages wee have Agreed for, 
they are left to your disposall as you thinke Convenient into 
our Severall Factories Only wee have appointed and doe 
hereby Confirme Mr. James Knight to bee our Cheife att 
Chichichuam, and to bee your Deputy Governour, and to 
succeed you in the Goverment In case of your death or returne 
and doe expect that you Show him respect and Kindness 
accordingly for hee has Soe demeaned him Selfe at the time of 
his being here, that Wee put a value on him not doubting but 
by his Extraordinary good Service in the Country, hee may 
deserve the continuance of our Favour. 

Wee have taken George Guyer into the Companies Service 
againe, being desirous to make tryall what may bee done in 
procureing the Slood notwithstanding the discouragements you give 
us, Pray therefore let that worke upon asoone as conveniently may 
bee. 

Wee have consulted with our Miners in England who have 
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given directions for the makeing such Tooles and Instruments as 
are proper for that buisness, wch. you will receive by this 
Shipping; And now wee are mentioning our Factors, Wee 
must Say Something touching our Warehousekeeper Mr. 
Pipps, of whome wee have recd. a generall good report, 
Therefore to encourage him in the Continuance of his fidelity 
care and diligence in our Service, Wee have though good to 
advance his sallary to £70 p. Annum, and doe appoint him to 
bee Deputy Governour, in Case of your Death or your returne 
home And we doe Expect by his care to receive every returne 
an exact account of the disposall of our goods and also wt. 
quantities of our Provisions are expended, that soe wee may 
bee enabled, to make you proportionable Supplies of every 
thing, as also, See your good husbandry and conduct in the 
mannagement, of our Expance Assureing you it will much 
discourage us, if wee shall finde these large quantities of all 
sortes of stores Wee now Send doth occasion your profusend 
and Extravagncy in the Expending of them, and you will 
ill requite our greate care that none of our Servants Shou !d 
ever hereafter Suffer that hardshipp as formerly for want of 
necessary food for there Subsistance if plenty should bee gett 
unthrifness amongst you But wee hope better things, and 
therefore have Soe plentifully provided that in Case at any 
time any of our Ships (which God forbid) Should miscarry, 
yet you will by this meanes still have Enough to live till you 
are fresh Supplyed from hence. 

If Capt. Walker shoud bee soe unfortunate as to bee cast 
away or disabled to Come home with our Effects You are in 
Such case to ship the Cargoe on the two hired Ships the 
Freind Ship and Lucie, but lett two third pts. of it bee sent by 
the Freingship, Wee haveing a much better Opinion of her 
Capt. then of the other. 

Wee have ordered Capt. Gillam after hee hath landed 
Governour Bridgar at Port Nelson and such goods & 
provisions as are designed for that place to saile for the 
Bottume of the Bay and there to winter either in rupert River 
or Elsewhere at his discretion haveing resolved that his Ship 
Shall bring home the next yeares Cargoe. 
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Wee have formerly Given our Instructions, and Wee now 
earnesly press it that you Endeavour to make such Contracts 
wth. the Natives for there Rivers and land as may in future 
times ascertaine to us a right and property therein, and the 
Sole liberty of Trade and Comerce and to make as Leagues of 
Friendship and peaceable Cohabitation with them, by such 
Seremonies as you shall finde to bee most Sacred and obligatory 
to them. 

There are frequent reports of Interlopeing disignes by the 
assistance of some of our Old Servants whereunto Wee give 
not much Creedit. But however if any such attemps shall bee 
made You are to show your courage and conduct in 
endeavouring to defeat them And (if you can) to seize those 
who shall so unjustly invade us and send them into England 
Where they shall bee sure to bee severally prosecuted as 
Contemners of the Kings Authority and Violators of the rights 
and Priviledges granted us by his Majtie. and in case you meet 
with any Forreigners tradeing or Saleing within the limitts of our 
Charter You are to seize theire Vessell as lawfull prize pursuant 
to the Act of Parliament for the Encouragmt. of Navigation. 

There are Severall other things which we have formerly 
given, you in Charge in Our Severall letters of Instructions 
which Wee need not repeat here, but wee Expect you should 
look them Over and Observe Such things as are Still necessary 
to be done and in your Generall Letters to Us Let us have your 
perticular answere to the severall things we write to you aboute. 

Whereas Capt. Walsall Cobbie in his Last Letter hath, 
desired an advancemt. for his Wages or liberty to returne 
home, wee have though fitt to advance his Wages unto 
Seaventy pounds p. Annm. which if hee accepth He may 
Continue in our Service Or else hee may returne. 

And wee doe think that all persons who by the last returne 
of our Ships have Signified their desire to come home shall 
take there passage upon the hired ships (vizt.) The Freindship 
and the Lucie who are to returne as soone as they have unloaden 
theire respective Cargoes at Charlton Island. 

Wee have been informed that the Rocks where in the Slood 
is found are extreamly hard & difficult to bee broaken whereof 
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wee have advised with some who are Skillfull in Myneninge 
concerning the best way of working in such Rocks, Who tell 
us, it is to be done by makeing greate fires upon the Rocks 
wch. doth dispose the stone to brake with the more ease of 
this therefore Wee have thought fitt to advertise you, That 
you may Give such direction to those who Shall bee Imployed 
about that worke. 


RUPERT 
Fa. HAYES JOHN LETTEN 
WM. YONGE CHR. WREN 


GERRARD WEYMANS NICHAS. HAYWARD 
RICH. CRADOCK 


Aditionall Instructions to Governour Nixon 
London May 22th 1682 
Though wee have in a former Clause Intimated our desires 

how you Should proceed against any Interlopers which Shall 
bee Found in your parts Yet being further Sensible of the 
greate Contempt Such persons will offer to his Majesties 
Gratious Pattent granted this Company Have thought fit to 
take this matter into a further Consideration and doe require 
and hereby Strictlie Command both you our Governour and all 
Factors and Servants as are or shall bee under your Comand 
and in our pay not to give the least aide or assistance to any 
Interloper or to hold any Comerce or Conversation with them 
and imediatley to send home any persons that shall bee found 
any wayes concerned with them or any wayes aiding or 
assisting to them by any manner of meanes whatsoever, and 
this our order wee doe enjoyne to bee fairly writt and fixed in 
some Publick place of our Factories that none may plead 
Ignorance or Expect wages longer then they manifest 
themselves good Servants by theire punctuall compliance with 
these our Commands. 

JA. HAYES dept. Govr. 

WILL. YONGE 

JOHN LETTEN 

NICO. HAYWARD 


fires to be made 


upon the Rocks 
where the 
Sloode 1s 


what you are to 
doe if any 
Interlopers come 
into the Bay 


Goods unfitt for 
sale to returne 


what goods are 
for each factory 
packt. p. them 
selves 


packe up all goods 
p. themselves 

that come from 
each factorey 
under each 
factory mark & 
the reason thereof 


sende some of our 
men up into the 
Countrey & 
invite the 
Indians downe 


48 LETTERS OUTWARD &c 


P.S. Youare to take care to returne from time to time by our 
Severall Shipps whatever goods shall bee found unfitt for Sale. 

You will perceive by the Invoices wee now send that wee 
have complied with your advice in the packing apart of each 
Factories goods, which wee are sensible must needs save you 
a greate deale of time & trouble, and prevent other 
inconveniencies which may happen to the goods in theire 
repacking in the Countrey, which Considerations causes us 
now to give you a pticuler order concerning all Such goods 
as shall from time to time bee sent from you, that 1s to say 
what is traded at each Factorie bee well & sufficiently packed 
in the said Factories with theire markes & Numbers by 
themselves and not Opened But tobee laded on board as they 
come from thence without mixture of any other Factories 
goods, that wee may thereby know distinctly how much can 
bee traded for in each Factorie and which place produceth the 
best goods and that we may likewise bee able to distinguish 
whither the benefit of each Factorie is proportionably 
Equivalent to the greate Charge. 

Another thing wee are to mind you of is that you haveing 
now double quantities of all sorts of provisions & goods It 
will bee worth your Consideration, and in our Esteem redound 
much to yr. Credit if you imitated the Industrie of the French 
by sending some of your men up into the Countrey to meet the 
Indians, and by all faire psuasion. & kinde usage to Invite 
them to come downe & trade onely at our Factories, which 
indeed is a thing Wee wonder you have not in all this time put 
in practice, Govr. Baily haveing often told us it was a matter of 
greate moment, therefore Wee doe earnistly recommend it to 
your carefull pformance. for all stratagem ought to bee used 
for advancemt. of the Compas. Interest whose Expenses are 
constantly So great, and no profits hitherto Sensibly recd. by 
the adventrs. Gravesend May 21th 1682 
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The Governour & Company of Adventurers of 
England Tradeing into Hudsons Baye 

To Capt. Zechary Gillam 

Whereas wee have thought fitt to appoint you Commander 
of the good Ship the Prince Rupert now bound for Hudsons 
Bay in our Service These are therefore to authorize you to go 
on board the Said Vessell & to execute the Office of Commander 
there accordingly, And all the Officers & Seamen belonging 
to the Said Ship are to yeild Obedience to you as theire 
Commander; and you yourself are to Obey all such orders and 
Instructions as you have or shall hereafter receive from us 
whilst you are in the said Command Given under our Common 
Seale this Fifteenth day of May Anno Dm. 1682 


RUPERT 
JAM. HAYES RICHD. CRADOCK 
WILL. YONGE NICO. HAYWARD 


GERR. WEYMANS CHR. WREN 
JNO. CUDWORTH JNO. LETTEN 


Instructions for Capt. Zachary Gillam Commander of the ship 
Prince Rupert bound for Hudsons Bay May 15th 1682 


You are with the first Wind that prsents. to Saile the Said 
Ship Prince Rupert for Port Nelson, in Hudsons Bay, takeing 
on board, you Mr. Jno. Bridgar whome wee have Constituted 
Governour there, to whome wee require you upon your 
arrivall there, to Give your best advice for the Choosing of a 
fit and a convenient for the building of a house & Fort, and 
that you remaine wth. him so long as you reasonably may wth. 
respect to the reasons of your goeing downe to the bottom of 
the Bay where Wee appoint you to Winter in Rupert River or 
Such other Harbor as you & our Governour Mr. John Nixon 
shall Judge most Convenient. 

Dureing wch. time of your Stay at Port Nelson wee desire 
and require you to be aiding & assisting to the Said Mr. Bridgar 
both wth. your person & your Ships Crew in forwarding the 
said building. 

D 
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Upon your arrivall in the bottom of the Bay you are to 
give Notice thereof to our Governour Mr. Jno. Nixon & to 
carry and lay up your Ship in Safe Harbor dureing the Winter 
and doe Expect that wheresoever you Winter either in Rupert 
River (to wch. wee most incline) or else where, that you doe 
cause all the men under your Command to bee building or 
repairing, or doeing, Something, for the Service of the 
Company & not only be idle & spend our provisions for so 
many months, as your Vessell must of necessity bee laid up 
and wee assure you, wee shall bee much inclined to Shew our 
kindness to you at your returne home by the good Accot. wee 
shall receive of your diligence and usefulnesse for the interest 
of the Company both at port Nelson & in the Bottom of the 
Bay. 

You are designed by us wth. the Ship under your Command 
to bring home our next yeares Cargo; and to expect your 
utmost care and faithfulnesse to prevent all private trade by 
wch. you Know wee have been formerly very great, sufferers, 
To wch. and as soon as you shall bee laden wee require you 
winde and weather promitting to Sail directly for the port of 
London without touching at any other place by the way, 
unless there bee absolute necessity for the same, & if it 
should so happen you are to give notice thereof as soon as 
possible and to send us a Copy of the Invoice of the goods on 
board your ship. 

If you find any of his Majties. Subjects, tradeing or 
Sailin[g] within Hudsons Bay, who are not imployed by the 
Company you are to seize on them and bring them unto 
England & if you meet wth. any Forreigners Tradeing or 
Saileing within the Said Bay you are to Seize theire Vessells 
as priz by Vertue of the Act of Parlaiment for the encouragemt. 
of Navigation. 

RUPERT 

Verna eWay Gla = 

WM. YONGE 
GERR. WEYMANS 
JNO. CUDWORTH 


RICHD. CRADOCK 
NICOS. HAYWARD 
CHR. WREN 
JOHN LETTON 
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The Governor & Company of Adventurers of 
England tradeing into Hudsons Bay? 
To Mr. James Knight 
of the Power and Autherity to us given by the 
fles the Second by the Grace 
and France and Ireland King 
is Majts. Letters Pattents 


of God of Englan 
deffender of the Fai 


Same Powers & authorities as are by us granted to yor. said 
former Governor and this dureing our pleasure and wee doe 


strictly ire & Command all Commandrs. or sters of 
Shipps Barks Sha r other Vessells all other Officers 
Factors & psons. whatsoever which shall bee imployed by us 
in any of our port Ories & places soever dated at 
Gravesend 3th of May 1682. 
Locus The Governor & Company of Adventurers of 
Sigilli England tradeing into Hudsons Bay 


To Mr. James Knight 

Wee doe hereby constitute and appoint you to bee our 
chiefe att Chichechewan as also to bee deputy Governor under 
John Nixon Esqr. at prsent. Governor att Hayes Island in 
Hudsons Bay and in case of the decease or returne for England 
of the said John Nixon you are to Succeed him in the 
Government and to Exercise as Governr. there the Same 
powers & authorities as are by us granted to your Said former 


1 Cancelled as in the manuscript. 
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Governor and this dureing our pleasure dated at Gravesend 
the three &f twentieth of May Anno 1682. 
JA. HAYES depty. Govr. 
WILL. YONGE 
RICHARD CRADOCK 
JOHN LETTEN 
NICHOLAS HAYWARD 


Copie 

Copy of a Letter Gravesend 23th May 1682 
to Mr. Thomas Wee haveing received a good Charactr. of you have thought 
Phipps i) 8 nee / < 8 

fitt to encourage your fidelity & diligence in our Service by 
his evages advancing your wages to Seaventy pounds p. annum from the 
advanced to £70 time of your receipt hereof, and wee have also resolved that in 
pian ie case our Governr. Nixon shall die or returne home you shall 
commence from y 
the receiptiof then take the Charge of Deputy Governr. under Mr. James 
these letters Knight whom wee have constituted Deputy Governor under 

g puty 


Mr. John Nixon and Cheife Factor in Chichechiwan river, 
wee looke upon the place you are now in tobee of greate trust, 
and requires your care and wee doe Expect very Exact 
Accompts from you of the disposall of our goods and what 
remains unsold at the returne of our Shipps, and wee hope you 
will bee a good Example to our Inferiour Servants in all things, 
Aiming at the good of the Company & Endeavouring to 
prevent as much as in you lyes all private trade whereby you 
will continue us 
Your asseured freinds 

JA. HAYES depty. Govr 

WILL. YONGE 

RICHARD CRADOCK 

JNO. LETTEN 

NICHOLAS HAYWARD 
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Gravesend May 29th 1682 
Governor Nixon Governor Nixon 
The rest of the Committee being gone to London and 
Leaveing us heere to dispatch the Shipps Wee cannot but a complainte 
Acquaint you with Some part of the behavior. of Capt. Wm. See ae 
Bond for whome wee built the vessell called the Craven which 
is to remaine in the Countrey gave him all the Encouragmt. 
hee could reasonably expect Wee are Sure more then hee has 
desirved [illegible] att his Sailing when wee required 
Complyance with the Constitution & orders of our Company 
which 1s for every man that enters into our Service to take an 
Oath tobee true and faithfull to theire Imployers and not 
directly or indirectly to drive any private trade, this young 
blade refused the Same beleiveing to worke upon our necessities 
for our present dispatch, and So to have been left at liberty to 
have lived as disorderly as he pleased which demonstrates 
clearly that his Intent was rather to serve himselfe, then our 
Occasions, But findeing our resolution to bee positive for 
turneing him out of our Shipp hee at last with abundance of 
difficulty complied. The Consideration of all which creates 
a just jealousie in us that hee hath laded on board the vessell 
either for himselfe or Freindes a Considerable quantity of 
goods wherewith to drive a private trade this wee thought 
good to intimate to you that upon arrivall of his ship you use 
such contrivance & meanes as may discover and prevent his eye his private 
designes. Wee perceive him to bee of a stubborne Sullen “ings © how 
disposition doe therefore require you to have a more then 
ordinary eye over him appointing Some psons. whome you 
may confide in constantly to prie into & give you an accompt 
of his actions and from thence that you faithfully Communicate 
the Same to the Compa. For his last ill carriage hath begott So 
great a Reputation amongst us, that there is nothing but your 
recomendation can resettle him firme in our affections, and in 
case he misbehaves himselfe in not complying at all times 
Chearefully and punctually with your Comands Wee leave him 
to your discretion either to continue him in our Service or if he is not 
returne him home For wee are resolved to entertaine no sit ied . 
Servants but Such as shall bee orderlie Peveealew Gy 4 ere 


Capt. Bonds 
obligation to 
surrender his 


shipp etc. 
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conformable to our Governors Comands, Not else but wishing 
you all health & happiness Wee remain 
Your Loveing freinds 
RICHD. CRADOCK 
NIC. HAYWARD 


The Compa. have sent you as a prsent. One qr. Caske of 
Sherrie by Capt. Saml. Edwards for which encloased is a 
receipt & another quart Caske of the Same Wine by Capt. 
Bond as you will finde incerted in the Encloased Bill of 
ladeing It being the sort of Wine weh. by your last letter? 
you most desired, Wee wish they come safe to your hands, 
and amongst your other Freindes Sometimes rememb. our 
healthes. 


Gravesend May 31st 1682 

Governor Nixon 

Wee herewith Send you copie of Capt. Bonds Obligation 
to Surrendr. his ship & selfe to your Commands Which Wee 
should never have thought necessary from any body else 
Common Sence being enough to cause all our Servants to 
Comply therein But our esperience of Willm. Bonds 
refractorinesse made us mindfull to binde him by all manner of 
meanes Wee could thinke of to his good behavr., there 1s 
menconed in our Generall Letter how wee would have you 
dispose of our ship Prince Rupert who is to returne home with 
our next yeares Cargoe But least you should make a mistake 
about the dispatch of the Albemarle wee thought good to 
intimate our desires therein, Which is to have her stay a yeare 
after the Prince rupert as a certaine conveyance for What you 
shall afterwards trade it not being the Companies designe to — 
have them both returne the Same yeares, the aforegoing is a 


1'This letter has not been traced in the Company’s archives. H.B.S., Vill, 
294, shows that in 1682 Nixon repeated his request for “ some cherrie for that is 
good sound wine” and added “some good Nantice Brandy” to his list of 
requirements. 


WAY V2? 1602 oe 


copy of a Letter Sent you by Capt. Saml. Edwards Wee wish 
you all health & rest. 
Your Loving freindes 
WILL. YONGE 
RICHARD CRADOCK 
NICO. HAYWARD 
Copy of a Letter sent by Capt. Gilham 


Copie 
The Governor & Compa. of Adventurers 

of England trading into Hudsons Bay 

To Capt. Ezbon Sandford 
Wee doe hereby Constitute and appoint you to bee deputy Capt. Sandford 
Governor under Mr. John Bridgar att Port Nelson, and in case ed Deputy 
of the decease of the said Mr. Bridgar you are to Succeed him aes ere 
in the Governmt. and to Exercise as Governor there the Same should Dye 
powers & authorities as are by us granted to the Said former 
Governor and in regard you are according to your Instructions 
to Saile downe with your ship the yeare following to Charlton 
Island, In case the Governor ship happen to fall upon you, you 
are hereby required before your departure to Nominate such a 
pson. Whome you shall judge best qualified for that Charge 
and this dureing our pleasure Dated at Gravesend the 31 of 
May 1682 
For Capt. Ezbon Sandford 
Comandr. of the 
Albemarle 


Gravesend May 31th 1682 
Governor Nixon 
For want of roome to Stow our Marchandise! designed for Provisions taken 
Port Nelson wee tooke out of the ship Prince Rupert Capt. ° os ec e 


Zachary Gilham Comandr. Severall of her provisions hereafter perchantdise 
Specified vizt. foure Butts of Mault two firkins of butter five which must be 


1 See H.B.8., VIII, 226. 
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Caske of Cheese and one quarter Caske of Brandy mrkd. as 
p. margent which are now on board the Freindship Capt. Saml. 
Edwards Comandr. These are to require you to Deliver the 
aforementioned Provisions to the Said Capt. Gilham upon his 
arrivall att the Bottome of the Bay there was by mistake laden 
in the Lucie Capt. Reymer Comandr. a Box of Medicine Mked. 
P.N. No. 145 intended for Port Nelson but that Factorie 
being Since Suplied the Said Box is to remaine with you 
tobee distributed to any of the Factories as Occasion shall 
require, 
Your Loving freindes 

WILL. YONGE 

RICHD. CRADOCK 

NICO. HAYWARD 


In regard Capt. Gilham is ordered out of his provisions to 
Suply Governor Bridgar & Seaven more of his Company 
dureing theire passage to port Nelson, In case Capt. Gilham 
shall Stand in need of any further provisions you are to furnish 
him out of the Stores in the Countrey. 

Your Loving freindes 
WILL. YONGE 
RICHD: CRADOCK 
NICO. HAYWARD 


Graves End May 31th 1682 

Capt. Ezbon Sandford 

Wee haveing made a Deputation of your succession in the 
Governorship of Port Nellson in case Mr. John Bridgar should 
die, we thought good by these few lines to secure the knowlidge 
of it to your selfe, that Deputation being sealed up & in Mr. 
Bridgars Custody wherefore we doe hereby Order & confirme 
you in the Succession & doe expeckt your utmost care & 
Dilligence in the Settlemt. of that Factorey in the best capacity 
as the meanes you have about you will afford in case of the 
miscarriage of the Prince Ruperte which God forbid. you will 
have by the next shipps our farther Orders both to this & 


JULY 24, 1682 oF 


other affaires so till then Committ you to the protection of the 
Allmighty remaine 
Your Loveing Friends 
WM. YOUNGE 
RICH. CRADOCK 
NICO. HAYWARD 


Directed to Capt. Ezbon Sandford Commander of the 
Albemarle & not to be opened except Mr. Bridgar wth. the 
Prince Ruperte miscarry which God forbid. 


London 24 Fuly 1682 
Governor Nixon 

Wee are informed there is lately gone from hence a certaine 7, Experiment 
Ketch called the Experiment! whereof one Alexander Jennins is Mr. Alex. 
said to be Master & Part Owner upon an Interloping designe, one or 
Lucas (who served us the last yeare) being his mate & maine for ees bay 
Guide of this Expedition and with him are three others of our 
old unfaithfull Serveants to strengthen their confidence, Wee 
are likewise given to understand they intend to Attempt a 
settlement in the River of Chychewan above our Factory and 
so to Interupt our Trade with the Indians and unjustly to 
reape the Fruite of all our labour and Expence. 

Wee have therefore thought fitt to sende away the Yames The James Ketch 
Ketch under the Commande of Capt. Maximillian Keech, who pile ieee 
haveing bin severall yeares in the Kings service and acquired a 
good Caracter we have pitched upon him for this Expedition 
and we doe expeckt your utmost care & dilligence in this 
juncture both to councell & assiste him so that his Voyage may 
answer our expence and expectation and that this first 
Enterprize of our Enemies being defeated others may be 
Discouridged from makeing any future attempts upon us. 

It is impossible for us at this distance to give either the 
Capt. or you exact advice in every thinge how to manidge 

1 Alias the Expectation. For the story of this interloping expedition from 


England and the Company’s measures to meet the challenge to its charter, see 
H.B.S., 1X, passim. 
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this business but we must leave much to yours and the Capt. 
prudence and Conduct, not Doubting but ye will both doe that 
which in your understanding shall appeare to be best for our 
service. And as the Capt. hath ample Authority (which he 
will communicate to you) to doe what we have emploied him 
aboute, so we Doubt not but by your hearty Assistance he will 
effect it. 

Wee have bin credibley informed that Lucas when he went 
to Tetherlys Island upon pretence of Extraordinary care to 
save the Compa. Beavor which was wracked wth. the Prudent 
Mary did hide some thousands of the best skins in hopes 
another Voyage to defraud the Compa. and to possesse 
himselfe of those Goods and we thinke it probable that might 
Induce him principally to imbarke himselfe in this Interloping 
designe wherefore we desire you as soone as you have opertunity 
and the season will permitt that you take a trip to Tetherlys 
[sland your selfe or sende some body whome you can entirely 
trust to looke after that concealed Beavor, if any such there be 
& to seize it for the use of the Compa. and we shall not faile 
to bestow some reward upon such as shall be emploied in that 
service if it prove successfull. 

In the next place we have bin informed that Mr. Thomas 
Phipps who was formerly a Member of our Compa. & 
Committee hath bin the principall Contriver of this Expedition, 
and for as much as we have formerly had sufficient proofe, 
while he was actually One of our Number, by letters of his 
owne hand writeing which wer[e] intercepted at Graves-End? 
that he did then designe (upon very [ ? ] grounds) to move his 
Kindsman Thomas Phipps, who was then and now is Our 
Warehouse Keeper to Mutinous & indecent behaviour 
towards the Compa., We have reason to beleeve that he hath 
sent him his Instructions by the Interloper that 1s now gone to 
be aideing & assisting to them in their wicked designe, and 
we doe therefore require you to call upon him for An Account 
of every thinge that is under his care & immediatly to remove 
him from his Imployment and to put some other trusty person 
in his place, and to lett him know he 1s for the reasons above 

1 See H.B.S., VIII, 79-80, 81, 86. 
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mentioned not to be emploied any Longer in our service and 
we doe hereby require you to sende him home by the first 
returne of our shipps and together with him any other person 
or persons whose fidelity to the Company you doe suspeckt 
and in the meane time you are to take speciall care that the said 
Phipps hath noe Corresponden[ce] or convers with Lucas 
with whome we are informed he had alwaifes] an intimate 
friendship. We desire you likewise to have a watchfull eye 
towards the behaviour of Wm. Bond Commander of the 
Craven whose Caracter you had in a letter written to you from 
Graves End by Mr. Cradock & Mr. Hayward whose Direction 
concerneing him we desire you to observe. 

We have ordered Capt. Keech (in pursuance of the power 
given us by his Majestyes letters pattents) to seize the 
Interlopers ship and goods the one halfe to the use of the 
Kinge the other halfe to the use of the Compa. & to deliver 
them into your hands for those uses, and we thinke it best that 
you detaine the vessel in the Countrey for the use of the 
Factorey & though the person(s] who have sailed in her upon 
this unlawfull designe deserve noe favour at our hands haveing 
insolently affronted the Kings Authority as well as invaded the 
Compa. property, yet for as much as we beleeve the common 
men which were hired into the service were not made 
acquainted whither they were bound (the shipp being 
cunningley entred for some other place) nor when they came 
to know it, might not know or beleeve they were engaged ina 
service repugnant to their Allegiance, we doe therefore Direct 
and order that theire owne Provisions may be applied to their 
owne reliefe and maintenance, or else that you maintaine them 
out of our owne Stores in the places where you shall thinke fitt 
to dispose of them which we leave to your Discretion, & if any 
- of those who have bin deluded into this Expedition & whose 
hands may be usefull to you shall be willing to come into our 
service, you may keepe them in the Bay and employ them under 
reasonable wages there But as for the Master & Part Owner 
of the said Experiment Ketch, the mate Lucas and such others 
as you shall finde amongst them who have bin formerly in our 
service and have now basely & trecherously endevored to 
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destroy us, you must sende them home the next returne, some 
on board Capt. Gillam & others on board Capt. Keech takeing 
obligations from them to pay unto the Governor & Company 
at their arrivall here what shall be reasonable for their passage 
& victualls which obligations you must sende upon the same 
vessell on which they shall come witnessed by some of our owne 
serveants that shall returne with them, but if they shall refuse 
to enter into such obligations you may sende them home, and 
we shall take care to make them give us sattisfaction. 
what Cargo you shall have to sende us the Next returne we 
wold have you to ship a parte of it upon the Yames Ketch that 
sO we may not adventure all in one bottome. 
RUPERS 
By commande of his H. Prince Rupert 
Governor and the Committee 


ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary. 


Mr. James Knight London 24 Fuly 1682 


When we pitched upon you to make you Deputy Governor 
in the Bay and Chiefe in the river of Chychewan you may 
beleeve we had a very good opinion of your ability for our 
service as also of your honesty and we still beleeve you will not 
deceave us but will behave your selfe as it becomes you in our 
service of which you are now like to have an opertunity to give 
full proofe. 

There is lately gone from hence a small Ketch of aboute 
40 Tons burthen under the Commande of one Jennins Master 
and part Owner upon an Interlopeing designe and we are 
advertized that their purpose is to settle above you and so to 
intercept the best parte of our Trade, Mate Lucas is gone his 
mate & Pilott and he hath three others as we are assured of our 
old unfaithfull serveants along with him You must therefore 
now show your Dilligence and Lend your best Assistance to 
defeate these Robbors (for they are noe better) & thereby 
discourage other like attempts for the future. 

1See H.B.8., 1X, 317-18. 
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Wee are Jealous that the Undertakers in this designe had 
some assurance from those Renegados Lucas & the rest of our 
old serveants who are wth. him, that they should be able by 
the promisses of great rewards & wages to debauch and draw 
from their Fidelity some of those who now serve us, for 
otherwise they wold hardley have adventured upon this bold 
attempt, with so small force & so inconsiderable a Cargo as we 
heare they have with them, wherefore we caution you to be as 
watchfull as possible you can to hinder all maner of 
correspondence betwixt your men & theirs and let yours know 
it is the pleasure of his Highness Prince Rupert & the 
Company that whosoever shall have any conversation or 
correspondence with any of the Interloping Crew shall be 
deemed confoederate Enemies to the Compa. & shall loose 
their Wages. 

We have written to Governor Nixon but haveing Directed 
Capt. Keech to come first to your River where it is beleeved 
their chiefe aime is, Therefore as soone as it shall please God 
he arrives with you, you must sende to the Governor with all 
Expedition some of your men either by sea or Land to guide 
& conduct such person as the Capt. shall thinke fitt, to sende 
our Instructions to him by. upon the whole matter you must 
be heartily aideing & assisting to the Capt. in the Execution 
of the Authoryty we have given him, which Authority he will 
communicate unto you, and if he winters wth. you, you must 
afford him & his shipps Compa. all the Accommodation you 
can for their Winter Quarters, and advice & assist him the best 
you can in the Laying up of his ship so that she may not be in 
Danger at the breaking up of the winter. 

Lastly if you have any that belongs to your Factory whose 
Fidelity to the Compa. you have good reason to suspect, you 
ar[e] to give notice of it to the Governor Nixon that he may 
either give them a birth in some other place where they may be 
lesse dangerous or sende them home at his Discretion. 

RUPERT 
By Commande of his H. Prince Rupert 
Governor & the Committee 
ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary 
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Prince Rupert Count Palatine of the Rhyne, Duke of 
Bavaria & Cumberland vice Admirall of England. 

To Capt. Maximillian Keech 

Whereas you are now bounde for the North-West partes of 
America in the service of the Hudson Bay Compa. whereof I 
am Governor in the Commande of the Good vessell or Ketch 
calle[d] the Fames of London which said Ketch is properly & 
solely belongeing to me These are therefore to authorize & 
Empowe[r] you to weare the Kings-Jack* or Coullers upon the 
sd. vessell outwarde bounde from your Entrance into the 
Streights of Hudson Bay & untill you returne homeward 
bounde to the same place for which this shall be your 
warrant. Given at his Majesty[s] Castle of Windsor 21 Day 
Fuly 1682. 


The Governor & Company of Adventurers 
of England Tradeing into Hudsons Bay 

To Maximilion Keech 

Whereas his Sacred Majesty Charles the Second by the 
Grace of God Kinge of England, Scottland, France & Ireland 
Defender of the Faith etc. By his letters pattente beareing 
Date the second Day of May in the 22th yeare of his Reigne 
hath made & constituted us the Sole & absolute Lords & 
Proprietors of and in the said Hudsons Bay and of all the 
Lands & Territories Isles, Rivers, seas, Creekes Lakes & Bayes 
within the streights commonly called Hudsons, straights 
Graunting to us the whole Trade and commerce there with a 
Prohibition to all his Majestyes subjects to Trade or Traffick 
within the said Bay. or to visset frequent or haunt the same 
without our Lycence under the poenalty of Forfeiting both 
ship and Goods the one halfe to his Majesty the other halfe to 
us and our Successers. And hath also graunted to us power 
& Authority to sende ships of Warr, Men & Ammunition for 
the securety & defence of our Factors and Trade and to seize 
all vessells that are Tradeing & saileing within the said Bay 


1 See H.B.S., IX, 18n. 
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without our Lycence. And whereas we are informed that 
some Persons in contempt of his Majestyes Authority & 
Royall graunt have lately sett out for the said Bay a vessell 
called the Experiment under the Commande of One Alexander 
Jennins to Intercept & destroy our Trade with the Infidells. 
We haveing confidence of your Courage, Conduct & Fidellity 
Doe hereby constitute you to be Master & Commander of the 
Ketch or Vessell called the ames now bounde for the sd. Bay 
in our service. Authorizeing you to goe on board the said 
_ vessell and Exercise the Office of Commander in her dureing 
the present Intended Voyage for the said Bay And we doe 
_ hereby impow[er] you to use your utmost Dilligence to prevent 
8 hinder the said Alexander Jennins or any of his shipps Crew 
or any other not Imploied by us from haveing any Trade or 
Commerce with the Natives & from building any house or 
makeing any settlement within the said Bay, contrary to the 
Fiffect 8&¢ Tenor of his Majestyes said letters pattents, and to 
seize all vessells that you shall finde tradeing or sayleing within 
the said Bay without our Lycence And all Officers & Seamen 
belongeing to the Ketch are to yeild obedience to you as their 
Commander. And we doe hereby require Mr. John Nixon 
our Governor and Mr. James Knight our Deputy Governor 
Capt. Zachariah Gillam Commander of our ship the Prince 
Rupert and all other the Commanders and Masters of any 
vessell belongeing to us and all other our Officers, Factors, 
Agents & Serveants within the said Bay to be aideing & 
assisting to you in the Execution of these powers Given under 
our Common seale this 20th Day of Fuly in the yeare of our 


Lord 1682. RUPERT 
By Commande of his H. Prince Rupert 
Governor and the Committee 


ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary. 


Instructions For Capt. Maximillian Keech 24th July 1682 
You are the first faire winde that presents to sayle the 
james Ketch under your Command to Charleton Island in 
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Hudsons Bay where if it please God to sende you faire winds 
you may possibley finde our Governor Nixon, Mr. James 
Knight the Deputy Governor or some of our serveants that 
may not be gone to their Winter Quarters. In which case you 
may perhaps meet with some intelligence concerning the 
Interlopinge Ketch the Experiment that is now gone for the 
Bay under the Commande of One Alexander Jennins and 
take your resolutions accordingly, but if you finde noe body 
there, you are to sayle for the River of Chychewan to our 
Factory. where Mr. James Knight is Chiefe to whome you 
are to show your Commissions and we Doubt not but he will 
contribute his utmost assistance to you for our service in 
every thinge accordinge to the Instructions we have sent him 
by you. 

As soone as you come there you are to sende notice of your 
Arrivall to our Governor Mr. John Nixon to Hayes Island or 
where ever else he may be & sende him our Instructions by 
some One of your owne Crew that you can best trust, to whome 
we have ordered Mr. James Knight to furnish a Guide We 
Doubt not if you finde the Interloper you will easily with such 
assistance as you will have from our owne serveants render 
your selfe Master of her according to your Commission and 
put and Ende to her Expedition: In which case we advice you 
in the first place to possesse your selfe of all papers & 
Instructions which they have with them & bringe them 
carefully to us at your return. In the next place you are to 
dispose both of the shipp and goods according to the advice of 
Governor Nixon to whome we have given Direction in this 
matter in the Instructions now sent him by you, which we have 
sent under a flying seale, as also Mr. James Knight to the Ende 
you may peruse and know the contents of them for your better 
illumination in all things. 

In case you have noe advice or newes of the Interloping 
Ketch or any other vessell upon the like Designe you are then 
to betake you to your Winter Quarters, the choice whereof we 
leave to your Discretion. 

The Commission we have given you under the seale of the 
Compa. is so large that there need noe more to be added by 
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way of Instruction. But that we doe expeckt from you the 
utmost of your skill & dilligence in this Expedition And as 
you have Authority to sayle under the Kings Jack & Colours 
that you will shew your selfe Zealous to vindicate the honour 
of his Majestys Prerogative & Authorety which is invaded by 
these Interlopers & that in every thinge you will study to 
promote the Interest & advantage of the Compa. in whose 
service you are now Embarqued. 
PAPER, 
By Commande of his H. Prince Rupert 
Governor and the Committee 


ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary. 


Additionall Instructions for Capt. Maximillian Keech 
26 Fuly 1682 


If it shall please God that contrary Windes or any other 
accident obstruct your Voyage so that you shall come to late 
into the Bay, that it appeares to you impossible to get downe 
to the Bottome of the Bay this winter, Then & in such case 
only you may turne into Port Nellson, where Mr. John Bridgar 
is Governor & winter with him, to whome you are to 
communicate all the Instructions which you carry with you 
and you must be aideing & assistinge to him to your utmost 
with your whole ships crew and he is to receive you and to 
afford you what accommodation he can dureing your stay with 
him & the next Springe as soone as the Season will permit you 
are to make the best way for the bottome of the Bay where we 
hope you may come time enough to putt in Execution] the 
powers that are given you by the Prince & Committ[ee] And 
then the d/bemarle Pinck which was by the Instructions she 
carried with her to goe Downe to Charleton Island the Next 
springe must stay & attende Mr. Bridgar at Porte Nellson & 
the next summer returne from thence Directly hither & bringe 
home such Goods as have bid Traded there and fetch such fresh 
supplies from hence as may be necessary for that Factorey 
which you are to Communicate to Governor Bridgar and to 
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Capt. Sandford Commander of the said shipp as the Order of 
the Committee which they are to observe. 
RUPERT 
By Commande of his H. Prince Rupert 
Governor and the Committee 


ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary. 


The Governor and Company of Adventurers of 
England Tradeing into Hudsons Bay 
To Mr. Morgan Lodge at the towne of Deale?* 

These are to Authorize and Impower you immediately upon 
Arrivall in the Downes, of the ship Diligence Capt. Nehemiah 
Walker or upon Arrivall of any other shipp or shipps 
whatsoever in our service from Hudsons Bay to sende three or 
more Waiteers on board each ship as you shall judge 
convenient, who are to continue there, untill we shall dismiss 
them at London and for your soe doeing this shall be your 
warrant and we doe hereby enjoyne and require the said 
Captaine and Captaines of all other shipp or shipps in our 
service to receive the said Waiters on board in persuance of 
the Charter party and contract made with each of them Given 
under the Common Seale of the said Compa. London the 9¢h 
Day of August Anno 1682. 

By Order of the Committee of the 
Hudson Bay Company. 
ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary. 


London 9th of August Anno 1682. 

Mr. Morgan Lodge 

In September or October next we expeckt the ship Dilligence 
Capt. Nehemiah Walker from Hudsons Bay and in Novemb. 
following the ship Lucey Capt. Nicholas Reymer and the 
Friendship Capt. Sam. Edwards Commanders, we have 
Inclosed sent you a Generall Commission under the Companies 

1 See H.B.S, 1X, 20. 
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seale to putt three or more Waiters on board each shipp in our 
service that shall arrive from Hudsons Bay. which we desire 
you to execute. recommending to your care that you putt 
men of such Integrity on board as will endeavor to prevent the 
carrying on shoare all private Trade or the Imbeazelmt. of any 
of the Companies Goods, but that every thinge may be brought 
fairly into the Companies warehouse, each Capt. being by 
Charter Party obliged to receive said waiters and to Dyett them 
with the shipps Company pray Give notice what each Person 
is to have p. Diem your trouble herein shall be thankefully 
acknowlidged by 
Yr. Loveing Friends 
JOHN LETTEN 
NICHOLAS HAYWARD 


I doe sweare to be true & faithfull to our soveraigne Lord 
the King and to the Governour & Company of Adventurers of 
England tradeing into Hudsons Bay. The Secrets of the said 
Compa. that shall be given me in charge I will keepe their 
instructions I will observe to the utmost of my power and in 
every thinge I will Indeavor to promote the Interest & proffit 
of the Company 

So helpe me God 
MAXIMILLIAN KEETCH 
Jurat 7 Fuly 1682 
coram me Ja. Hayes Deput. Gover. 


Barnard Bleigh mate of the Fames Ketch under Capt. 
Maximillian Keetch tooke the same oath before Sr. Ja. Hayes 
Depu. Gover. as Capt. Maximillian Keetch Did the 7 July 
1682. 


Agreed wth. Capt. Maximillian Keetch 14th Fuly 1682 at 
8 4. p. moneth 13 monethes in the yeare as the King payes 
and with Barnard Bleigh for £3 105. p. moneth as p. their 
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agreement made wth. Sr. James Hayes in behalfe of the 
Compa. 


The Coppey of the oath & the Agreement for wages is at Large 
upon the file. 


A memoriall being delyvered? by the French Ambassader 
reflecting upon the Company, A coppy of it was comunicated 
to the Committee by Sr. James Hayes, Dep. Govr. & he was 
desired to prepare an answer to the sd. memoriall, wch. he 


accordingly did. 


The 24 Fanuary 1682 at a Committee 3 
Ordered the Secretary coppey faire out into the Coppey 
book of letters outward the French Ambassenders memoriall 
exhibited agst. the Company, with the answer thereunto 
prepared by Sr. James Hayes. 


Extrait d’une Lettre de Mr. de Labarre 
Gouverneur de Canada du 11 Novembr. 1682.4 
Du costé du Nord il y aune Compagnie en Angleterre pour 
la traitte de la Baye d’Hutson qui commence a faire des 


4 See HBS pl, 17. 2 On January 10, 1683. Seen. 4. 

2 See H.8.9.; 1X,67, 69. 

* French style, or November 1, 1682, English style. Extracted from de la 
Barre’s letter to “‘ the great Colbert ” (Marquis de Seignelay) and received from 
the French ambassador on January 10, 1683. The copy actually received from 
the French ambassador is in London, Public Record Office, Colonial Office, 1 /66, 
No. 107, and other copies are in C.O. 134/1, fo. r and C.O. 135/1, 20.0) Kee 
a translation see Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, pp. 198-9. The copy in 
P.R.O., C.O. 1/66, No. 107, is preceded by the following paragraph: “ Les 
postes Manase, et Orange conquis en 1667 par les Anglois pour Monseigneur 
le Duc D’york, sont encore peuplés de partie [de?] hollandois, mais sous un 
governeur Anglois, nous avons les Iroquois peuple feroce qui 4 esté longtemps 
nostre Ennemy, que ie suis sur le point d’attaquer M's D’orange pour avoir 
quelque commerce de Pelletrie luy fournissent des armes, et des munitions. Si 


JANUARY, 1683 69 


habitations dans les terres dont le Roy nétre Maitre a pris 
possession depuis plus de vingtans. Jene troubleray point son 
commerce de la Mer, mais s’ils avancent comme ils font le 
Mechants petits forts dans les terres du Roy pour debaucher 
nos Indiens, je les en fairay chasser, ce qui me sera aisé estante 
fort foibles, mais je seray bien aise que sa Majeste Britanique 
seache que je ne veux rien faire qui luy puisse deplaire que 


quand jy seray forcé &c. 


May it please your Majesty ! 


We the Governour & Committee of the Company of The answer 


Adventurers of England trading into Hudsons Bay have by 
your Majesty gratious allowance seene & perused an extract 
of a late letter from Mons. De la Barre the present Governour 
of Canada wch. hath bin Delivered by the French Ambassador 
as a memoriall of complainte. That the Hudsons Bay 
Company doe begin to make habitations and to erect forts upon 
the land within the said Bay, of which, he assumes, that the 
King his Master hath taken possession above 20 yeares since, 
in which course if they proceed, he threatnes to drive them out 
of the countrey by force, But desires that your Majesty should 
be advertised, that he is not willing to doe any thinge which 
may displease, except he be forced thereunto. 

Whereupon your Majesty haveing commanded us, who 
have the Goverment of the affaires of the said Company, to give 
an accte. of their title and pretence to the said Bay and to the 
lands & Territories thereaboute & to the Trade & commerce 
which they have with the Indians 

We doe in all humility represent to your Majesty that the 


te bats et pousse ces gens la comme il y a bien de apparence ie ne pourray pas 
m’empescher d’attaquer ceux qui les secoureront, et leur donneront armes, et 
retraitte contre l’yntention de leur Maistre, et ainsy il est important que vous 
obteniés un ordre du Roy d’Angleterre et du Duc D’york pour leur deffendre de 
donner retraitte aux Iroquois contre nous et de leur fournir des armes, et 
munitions de guerre ”. 

See p. go. The original document, undated, is in P.R.O., C.O. 1/66, No. 
110, and copies are in C.O. 134/1, fos. 1-4 and C.O. 1356/1, pp. 26-9. 
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Subjects of your Imperiall Crowne, have for above 100 yeares 
last past Discovered and frequented the said Bay & the Rivers 
Islands & Territorys thereabouts and from time to time in the 
reignes of severall of your Royall Predecessors have taken 
possession of severall places there, & that none of the Subjects 
of his most Christian Majesty have ever bin knowne to sayle 
or trafique with in the sd. Bay. 

That above 15 yeares since some Members of this Company 
did adventure to make further Discoveryes with in the said 
Bay, And by the good conduct of one Zachary Gillam in the 
Nonsuch Ketch, they Discovered a river in the bottome of the 
sd. Bay upon the East Mayne, where he met with the Native 
Indians & haveing made a league of Friendship wth. the Capt. 
of the said River & firmely purchased both the river it selfe & 
the Lands there aboute, he gave it the Name of Rupert River 
(his Highness Prince Rupert being principally concerned in 
that expedition) and built a Fort, which in honour of your 
Majesty was called Charles Fort, & tooke possession of the 
said River & all the Land & Territory there aboute in the 
name of your Majesty & then & there entred into a Trade & 
Commerce wth. the Natives which hath bin ever since 
maintained without any Interruption either from the French 
or others. 

That there upon your Majesty was gratiously pleased by 
the Royall letters Pattents under the great Seale of England 
to Incorporate the said Adventurers & so grant them & their 
Successors for ever All the said Bay & the straits leading 
thereunto called Hudsons Straits with all the Lands and 
Territories Rivers & Islands in and aboute the said Bay and 
the sole Trade and commerce there. 

That the above mentioned agreemt. made by Zachary 
Gillam with the Indians was afterwards repeated and confirmed 
wth. one Charles Baily who was sent as Governour of the 
affaires of the Company with in the said Bay with whome 
Mons. Frontenac who was then Governour of Canada by his 
letters beareing Date 8th Octob. 16731 did concilliate a good 
Intelligence & amity without complaineing of any Injury done 

1 Seep. 7k: 
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by the Company in building Forts & makeing Settlements & 
commerce there or without makeing any pretence to the 
Land thereabout as Mons. dla Barre his successor hath now 
Done. 

That since that time we have erected other Forts upon the 
coast of the said Bay, in places more remote from Canada 
then Charles Forte is, still makeing solemne compacts and 
Agreements with the Natives for their Rivers & Territories, 
where we have wth. great expence discovered and maintained a 
Trade & commerce which we hope will in tyme turne to our 
benefitt & also produce a considerable emolument to your 
Majesty & the nation. 

Wherefore we Doubt not but by your royall authority and 
protection the Company which hath been of your Majestyes 
creation shall be enabled to defende your Majestyes undoubted 
Rights & their owne within the said Bay wherein never any 
nation but the Subjects of your Imperiall Crowne have made 
Discovery or had any commerce. 

All which is humbley submitted to your 

Majestyes gratious consideration and Royall 

pleasure by your sacred Majestyes most 

Dutifull & Loyall Subjects. 

By Commande of his Royall Highness the 

Governour & the Committee of the sd. Compa. 
ONESIFHORUS ALBIN Secretary. 


a Quebeck 8 Octobr. 1673.1 
Monsieur 
Jay este ravy de ranconter une occasion aussy favorable que 
celle Du R. P. Albanel pour pouvoir vous assurer de la bonne 
correspondance, que je suis resolu d’entre tenir avec vous, et a 
laquelle Je n’en Doute point que vous ne repondier, Scacham 
La grande union et Intelligence qui est entre nos Deux 


1 The original letter is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 217-20, and is endorsed : 
“ Letter from the Governor of Canada to Governor of Hudsons Bay Octob. 8° 
1673.” For an account of Father Albanel’s two journeys to the Bottom of the 
Bay see Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, pp. 148-53. 
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Monaques. Je vous conjure de favoriser le Dit R. P. en tout 

ce qui Dependra de vous, et d’estre persuadé que je vous 

rendray la pareille, si Jamais il vien en ce pays quelquen de 

vostre parte puisque Je ne Scaurois avoir plus de joye que de 

trouver une occasion pour vous faire paroitre combien Je suis 
Mons. votre tres humble et tres 


affectionné serviteur 
FONTENAC 


a Monsieur Monsieur 
Commandant pour le Roy de la Grande 
Bretayne a La Baye D’Hudson. 


Instructions for Henry Sergeant Esqr.? 

Whereas we have chosen and Authorized you to be 
Governour and chiefe Commander of the Hudsons Bay Compa. 
within the Bay, you are to goe on board the good shipp 
Dilligence wch. is now bounde for Charleton Island in Hudsons 
Bay under the Commande of Capt. Nehemiah Walker. 

As soone as you shall arrive there you are to publish your 
Commission & to Deliver to John Nixon esqr. who is our 
Governour there the letters which we have sent unto him for 
the superseading his Authority & calling him home, of whome 
you are to require an exact accte. of all things under his charge, 
and dureing the time of his stay wth. you you are to treate him 
wth. respect and to cause all others to doe the like And you are 
to use your utmost dilligence for the quick dispatch of Capt. 
Walker, so that we may not violate our Charter party a coppey 
whereof you carry wth. you. 

Although by the Converse you have had here since you were 
chosen into our service you have beene well enformed what is 
the Interest of the Compa. and the duty of your place, yet we 
thinke fitt, in this manner also to give you in charge the 
things we judge of principall importance. 

In the first place we have resolved that you shall keepe your 
owne chiefe residence at the Factorey of Chychewan River that 


1 For a biography of Henry Sergeant, see Appendix B, pp. 388-91. 
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being the place of the greatest Trade and resort of the Indians, 
and we have thought fitt that from hence forth the said river 
shall have the name of Albany river in honour of his Royall 
Highness our present Governour. 

You are every spring as soone as the Trade is over there to 
come wth. the Goods you have traded unto Charleton Island, to 
attende the arrivall of our shipps And if you have liberty you 
may from thence visset all or any of our other Factories 
& see that all things are in readiness at Charleton Island agst. 
the arrivall of our shipps from hence to which end you are to 
command the Chief Agent of Every Factorey to be at 
Charleton Island wth. such Goods as they have traded for and 
wth. exact accte. of every thing under their care & Journalls 
of what hath been done in the respective factories & of all 
occurrances that have happened to them the yeare past that 
we may know how they & those under them have emploied 
their time & you are to hasten them back againe as soone as 
may be to their respective charges. And you are to require 
them every yeare to bring all the goods they shall have traded 
for, marked wth. the proper marke of their Factories that we 
may know what every Factorey produceth and lett all be 
orderly packt up together ready to be shipped that so our 
shipps may be the sooner Dispatched on their homeward 
bound Voyage before the yeare be to farr spent and let every 
thing be Delivered by weight & number the better to prevent 
mistakes & frauds. 

We know we have severall sorts of Enemies which we must 
take care to guarde our selves against & which will be the 
constant exercise of your Dilligence and Courage. 

In the first place the French of Canada, unto whome as it 
hath been lately given us to understand from their Governour 
the progress we have made in our Discoveries & trade is very 
offensive, so that you must looke upon them as a standing 
Enemey from whome you are never to expect any Friendship 
or faire Dealeing & therefore you cannot be to Jealous of them 
But must alwaies be on your guarde to prevent any of their 
Designes either of fraude or force. 
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neerest settlement to them so you must take care that those 
who are emploied in our service there are more then ordinaryley 
watchfull for feare of any surprize & that upon no termes they 
suffer any stragling French men to come into their Forts for 
though they may (as formrly. some of them have done) come 
downe to us with Overtures of Friendship which may be 
plausable enough, we doe absolutely prohibite all manner of 
correspondence with them, & that they may be the lesse 
dangerous to us, let all fitting methods be used to conciliate 
the good will and Friendship of the Natives thereabouts by 
wch. meanes you will have early notice & Intelligence from 
them of any Designe the french may have upon us. 

In the next place you must carefully provide against 
Interlopers by sea for with such you may expect to be infested 
if we florish, wherefore concerning such we give you our 
Generall Instructions & possitive order which is pursuant to 
the Authority given us by his Majestyes gratious letters 
pattents whereby we are incorporated. That you endeavor to 
seize all vessells whatsoever, whither they belong to Forreigners 
or to the Subjects of this crowne that shall at any time be found 
trading or sayleing within the limitts of our Charter without 
our lycence together wth. all goods on board such vessells, the 
one halfe to the use of his Majesty the other halfe for the use 
of the Company. 

The last and hitherto the most Injurious sorte of Enemies we 
have had are suchas from the beginning of our Trading into the 
Bay we have been great Sufferers by to witt our owne unfaithfull 
Serveants who by private Trade and by imbezeling our Goods 
& provissions and by trucking wth. the Indians have greatly 
endamaged the Compa. of those therefore you are to have a 
constant care to prevent such frauds And in order thereunto in 
the first place you are to cause all Officers emploied under you 
in the Bay either by Land or sea to take an Oath (which you 
have power to administer) and also to signe & seale obligations 
for their fidelity 8& good behaviour in the service of the 
Company the forme of which Oath & obligation we send wth. 
you & let the obligations be signed by all other persons 
whatsoever that are not Officers & that have not already 
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entred into Such obligations And you are to send over to us all 
such obligations so executed by them to remaine in our 
Secretarys office & to give us notice from time to time of all 
persons that shall be found faileing in the performance thereof. 

We are well assured we have been much prejudiced by the 
entertaineing of Indian women in our Forts & factories for 
thereby our serveants have not only been debauched but our 
goods & provissions have been extravagantly spent wherfor in 
the next place we doe absolutely prohibite you to permitt any 
such familiaritys as formerly have been and let it be signified 
to those who are Chief in our respective Factories that they 
suffer no women to be entertained or admitted into our Forts 
or houses under the penallty of the forfeiture of their wages. 

You must like wise Declare to all persons who shall be 
homeward bound, that upon their returne they are not to 
presume to bring any chest, boxe or bundle on shoare until 
they have been searched under the penallty of looseing all 
their wages & let care be taken, that this be publickly known 
by affixing this order to the maine mast of the ship that is to 
returne that no person may pretend Ignorance thereof. 

You are to endeavor to the utmost the propagateing and 
advanceing of our Trade wth. the Indians for except that be 
done to a considerable Degree the great charge we are at in 
carying it on will (as hitherto it has done) eate up our returnes 
and keepe us still from reaping any benefitt to our selves after 
all our hazard & expence. 

Wherefore you are to choose out from amongst our serveants 
such as are best quallified wth. strength of body and the Country 
Language to travaile & to penetrate into the Countrey to Draw 
downe the Indians by fayre &F gentle meanes to trade wth. us 
In all places where we have already traded you are in your 

1 This sentence is printed in Report from the Committee ...1749, p. 274, and 
is followed by Sergeant’s reply (not in the Company’s archives) dated Charlton 
Island, September 13, 1683: “I Shall not be neglectful, as soon as I find any 
Man capable and willing for to send up into the Country with the Indians, to 
endeavour to penetrate into what the Country will and may produce, and to use 
their utmost in bringing down the Indians to our Factory ; but your Honours 


should give good Encouragement to those who undertake such extraordinary 
Service, or else I fear there will be but few that will embrace such Employment.” 
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dealeing wth. them to keepe to the standard of commerce which 
was formerly agreed and setled by Mr. Bayley which will not 
only facilitate your Trade when the Indians come downe wth. 
their Goods but may give such quick dispatch that some of 
the neerest Indians may make two returnes 1n a season which 
is a thing (according to what Mr. Bayley hath formerly 
suggested) very possible to be done & very desireable ifit 
may be brought to pass and moreover the sooner the Indians 
are dispatched the less opertunety will be given to our serveants 
for private Trade or debauchery with them. 

We have been severall yeares in expectation of considerable 
benefitt from the Isinglass which hath been discovered but 
hitherto it hath not been prosecuted wth. effect notwithstanding 
our repeated Orders. But we expect a good Acct. of it from 
you we haveing the last yeare sent Geo. Guyer & designed him 
wth. the assistance of Thomas Savage for the carrying on that 
worke & we would have them continually applied to that 
business wth. such other hands as you shall thinke necessary. 

We have entertained Hugh Verner! to be chief at Rupert 
River he haveing been formerly in that command & under that 
Caracter he now goes wth. you in which charge we hope he 
will behave himselfe well & you must give such Direction & 
orders that the Factorie at Rupert River and the Factorey 
which shall be setled at the Isinglass river may be aideing & 
assisting to each other as there may be occation they being not 
very remote from each other so that some times some of the 
hands from Rupert River may assiste the Isinglasse worke & 
upon any alarum from the French they may also lend their 
helping hand at Rupert River. 

You must alwaies keepe some hands upon Charleton Island, 
where the yearly rendevous of our shipps from hence & from 
all the Factories under you is to be wherefore we think ntt you 
erect a Forte there & that convenient Warehouses there be 
alwaies kept in good repaire & you are to contrive that those 
who shall winter there doe spend their time as much for our proffitt 
as may be, either in cultivateing the land, in fishing © makeing 
oyle, or in makeing pott ashes or else you may judge for the 

1 See Appendix B, pp. 391-3. 
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service of the Company, we intending as soone as may be to 
_ plant a Colloney there. 

And here we take occation to give you an Instruction which 
we have never fayled to doe to those who have gone before you 
in the Governement. though not with the successe we 
expected & that is that you use your utmost skill and industrey 
for the releeveing us from the great expence we have been at 
in sending provissions into the Countrey which we beleeve 
may be done if you appley your selfe to trey in all places where 
we are settled what the earth will bring forth & that you may 
make the experiments we have furnishd. you wth. severall 
sorts of seeds & graynes & will continue to doe soe from 
yeare to yeare & shall thinke it a very meritorious worke if you 
effectually prosecute it. 

We have been alarumed as you know wth. an Interloping 
designe from New-England! the last Summer ina ship called 
the Batchelours Delight commanded by Benjamin Gillam the 
sonne of Capt. Gillam who is now in our service in the ship 
Prince Rupert, the truth whereof we have so much reason to 
beleeve that we thinke it not prudent if it may be prevented to 
trust either his father or Capt. Sandford his Kindsman the 
Commander of the A/bemarle to bringe home this yeares trade, 
where fore if it should please God that you gett into the Bay 
before they or either of them be dispatched we Doe expressley 
require you not to put any of our goods on board either the 
Rupert or Albemarle but to ship them on board the Dilligence 
Capt. Nehemiah Walker Commander & on the James Ketch 
Capt. Maximilian Keech Commander who we hope you will 
finde safe* at Charleton Island redy to returne wth. the Dilligence 
and let Capt. Gillam be required to sayle home the Rupert in 
Compa. wth. them And let Capt. Sandford know that 
considering his relation to Capt. Gillam we cannot wth. 
prudence continue him in the Command of the A/demarle bu[t] 


* For an account of Benjamin Gillam’s interloping expedition to Port Nelson 
in 1682, see Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, pp. 188-96. 

* The last news the Committee ever had of the James was from Tynemouth 
on August 8, 1682 (p. 87). The vessel was presumably lost on the outward 
voyage. See H.B.S., IX, ron. 
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we have resolved he shall returne home upon such vessell as 
you shall apointe and that the A/bemarle shall stay in the Bay 
for the service of the Compa. there. 

But in case the shipps shall happen to be Dispatched before 
your arrivall at Charleton Island & that you shall meet them 
at sea, returning wth. the Cargo, you are then to let them know 
we have chosen you for Governour of our Affaires in the Bay 
and you are to require Capt. Gillam and Capt. Sandford to 
returne wth. you to Charleton Island concealeing from them 
the Orders you have to ship the Cargo in the Diligence until 
you have them there & then you are to communicate to them 
the foregoing Instructions concerning them, but if you meet 
the Yames Ketch you may let her sayle on her course for 
England with what she has on board and if Gillam & Sandford 
or either of them shall refuse to returne upon your Order, 
then you are to require Capt. Walker to enforce them to obey, 
he being instructed by us so to doe. But if they doe readily — 
compley with our Commands & pleasure herein you may let 
them know, that if upon their returne it shall apeare to us that 
they have not been confederate or conspireing wth. the New 
England Interloper but have honestly demeaned them selves 
in our service they shall nt. suffer for the offence of other men. 

We sent Orders by Capt. Keech to call home Thomas 
Phipps in regard his Kindsman Mr. Thomas Phipps who was 
lately of our Compa. (and prefferred him to our Service) anda 
brother of his owne John Phipps were the last yeare engaged 
in an Interloping Designe from hence but we have recd. so 
good a Caracter of the sd. Thomas Phipps from all persons 
who have come out of the Bay that we have hopes that he might 
not be confederate wth. them in that unjust Designe, and 
Therefore if he be willing to be continued in the service and 
you finde no just reason to suspect his Integrety you may keep 
him wth. you and continue him in his Imployment, giveing 
him assurance that he shall have encouragement from us & 
farther Advancement if he behave himselfe worthily in our 
Service. 

But whereas Capt. Wm. Bond did misbehave himselfe at his 
Departure from hence it is our pleasure that he be sent hom 
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upon the ship Diligence & some other person that you shall 
Judge best quallified be put in his Command. 

It 1s our Desire that you and all others who are emploted by us 
in the Bay should treate the Indians with Fustice and humanity, 
but care is to be taken when they come downe in considerable 
Numbers to Trade wth. us that you put it not into their power 
to surprize our Forts or doe us prejudice. 

We doe expect and accordingley doe hereby expressley 
require you to sende us home every yeare exact Journalls of 
what hath been Done both at the place where you shall reside 
your selfe and at all our other Factories and we hope you will 
shew your Dilligence and skill to make new Discoveries of 
things that may turne to the advantage of the Company besides 
what we already traffique in: and we Doe assure you we shall 
not faile to reward all such Discoveries. 

There is another thing we have alwaies given in our 
Instructions to your Predecessors & now repeate it to you as 
a thing of very great Importance to the Compa. and that is 
That in the severall places where we are already settled or 
shall hereafter make new Discoveries you contrive to make 
such compacts and Agreements wth. the Capts. and chiefs of 
the Rivers & Territories that our right & propriety therein 
may be alwaies understood & owned by them and the sole 
freedome of Trade there and let such Leagues of Friendship 
as they are capable of makeing be made wth. them by such 
Ceremonies as you shall finde to be most sacred and obligatorey 
to them. 

You must every yeare send us a perfect List of all our 
Serveants in the Bay and their severall Employments and you 
must take care that we are not putt to too great charges in 
keeping useless hands But you must sende all such persons 
home as doe serve only to encrease our expence and are not fitt 
for our service and let us have an exact Account every yeare of 
what remaines of all sorts of provissions and Stores as well as 
of Goods & Merchandizes in every of our Factories that we 
may the better know what to sende. 

If any Officer by land or Commander by sea shall Dye, we 
Doe impower you to put such other in their places as you 
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In Case of Death shall judge best quallified for our service and if any Officer 
of any Officers or any other person emploied under you doe not behave 


Ce himselfe as he ought to doe we give you full power either to 

suspend such as suspende them from their Imployment or Displace or sende 

misbehave them home giveing us alwaies the reason of such your proceed- 
ings by the next returne of our shipps. 

Council And to the end that all matters of moment & greatest 

Appointed importance to our selves may be Debated & throughley 


Oath to be ‘ . 
Adminshed Sec, considered and your orders therein may be made wth. as 


much care and solemnity as may be we doe thinke fitt that 
your Dept. Governour the Chiefes of our respective Factories 
and the Commanders of our respective shipps for the time 
being shall by virtue of their Offices be your Councell wth. 
whome or wth. such of them as shall be on the place wth. you, 
you shall consult & advice in all weighty matters and you may 
also make such other person of your Councell that you judge 
quallified for it though they are not emploied in any of the 
aforesaid Offices unto all which the Following Oath is to be 
administred by you 


I doe sweare to be good & true to our Sovereigne Lord 
the King his Heires and Successors and to be true & 
faithfull to the Governour & Compa. of Adventurers of 
England tradeing into Hudsons Bay, I will give alwaies 
my best advice & councell for the Benefitt & service of 
the said Compa. when I shall be thereto required, the 
Secrets of the said Compa. that shall be given me in 
charge to conceale I will not disclose I will not Trade 
Directly nor indirectly in or to any place within the 
Limitts of the said Compa. Charter save only for the said 
Compa. dureing the continuance of their Joynt stock 
with out their Lycence, and will endeavor to hinder and 
Detect all that doe and to the utmost of my power I will 
study to promote the Interest and advantage of the 
Compa. soe helpe me God. 


to Encourage Finally we recommend unto you the care of the service and 
Virtue honour of God & that you punish & discourage all dessolute 
and prophane persons & we doe herby require & command 
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that the Common Prayer be daily read in all our Factories & 
that the Lds. Day be Duely observed. Dated 27 April 1683. 
By the Command of his Royall Highness 
compa the Duke of Yorke1 Governour and the 
eet i Committee of the said Compa. 
ONESIPHORUS ALBIN 


Secretary. 


The Governour and Compa. of 
adventurers of England 
trading into Hudsons Bay 


compa. 
seale 


To Henry Sergeant Esqr. 

By vertue of the Power and Authority to us given by the 
High & Mighty Monarch Charles the Second by the Grace 
of God King of England Scotland, France & Ireland Defender 
of the Faithe etc. By his Majesties Letters Pattents under the 
great seale of England beareing Date the Second Day of May 
in the two & twenteth yeare of his Reigne. We doe hereby 
Constitute and apoint you to be Governour & Chief 
Commander of and in Hudsons Bay in the Northwest of 
America, And of and in all the Lands and Territories Isles and 
Forts, Seas, Bayes, Rivers, Creekes, and Lakes, in and aboute 
the said Bay within the Streights leading there unto called 
Hudsons Straights upon the East Mayne of the said Bay & 
from the Cape Henaritta Maria Inclusive upon the West 
Mayne thereof. To use & Exercise the said Governement & 
Command during our will & pleasure. And all Commanders 
of our Forts and all Capts. or Masters of our Shipps or Vessells 
and all other Officers & persons whatsoever which are or shall 
be emploied by us within the Limitts aforesaid are to yeeld 
Obedience unto you, And you are to follow all such Orders & 
Directions as you shall from time to time receive from us, or 
from the Governour, Dept. Governour & Committee of the 


1 Prince Rupert died on November 29, 1682. James, Duke of York, was 
elected to succeed him as Governor of the Company on January 3, 1683. 
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said Compa. for the tyme being. Given under our Common 
Seale this 27th Day of Aprill 1683. 
By the Command of his Royall Highness the 
Duke of Yorke Governour and the Committee of 
the said Company. 
ONESIPHORUS “ALBIN 


Secretary. 


Mr. John Nixon 
We have thought fit in regard of your great age and 

disability to travaile & endure the Hardship which the place 
you have for severall yeares held under us doe require, to recall 
you from your Governement in Hudsons Bay, and we have 
chosen Mr. Henry Sergeant the bearer hereof to succeed you 
in that charge, unto we desire you to Deliver an accte. of all 
things under your manidgnt. and to give him the best light 
and Directions you can from the Experience you have had, for 
his better Governemt. of our affairs which we shall take as an 
acceptable service. Assureing you that we have a very good 
opinion of your Integrety & honesty and so wishing you a 
good & safe Voyage to us, we remaine your assured Friends 
London 27 April 1683 

JAMES HAYES Dept. Governour 

WM. YOUNG 

GERARD WEYMANS 

TORN LET TEN 


- 


WM. WALKER} 


Mr. James Knight 

This is to let you know we have thought fitt to recall Mr. 
Nixon from the Governemt. in the Bay & have sent a very 
worthey & well quallified gentleman one Mr. Henry Sergeant 
to succeed him in that trust, and you being the next man in 
Command in the Countrey we give you this perticuler account 


1 William Walker, senior, the father of Nehemiah and James Walker. See 
FBS, 1X5 337-9: 
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of it, and doe let you know we expect you should carry your 
selfe towards him wth. that respect that becomes you & that 
you give him your best Councill & assistance in all things, he 
being a person very well approved of by his Royall Highness 
the Duke of Yorke, who is now our Governour and all the 
Committee and being, allso Interested in the stock wth. us. 
we shall not farther enlarge to you but to assure you that though 
there have been very ill Designes set on foote by some of your 
New England Countrey men! since you went hence of which the 
Governour will enforme you yet we have conceaved no ill 
opinion of you but continue very confident of your Integrety 
& doe hope you will so behave your selfe that we may have no 
reason to the Contrary, & so long as we finde you faithfull 
and dilligent in the performance of your Duty you shall 
be sure of our kindness & Encouragmt. Dated 27 April 
1683. 

By the Command of his Royall 

Highness the Duke of York 

Governour and the Committee 

of the said Company. 

ONESIPHORUS ALBIN 


Secretary. 


Capt. Zacha. Gillam 

The good opinion which we had of your Integrety & ability, 
enclined us to employ you before any other person the last 
yeare to goe in the service of the Compa. for the North-West, 
but since your Departure we have been very credibley 
enformed that your owne sonn Benjamin Gillam hath 
undertaken the command of a ship called the Batchelors 
Delight from Boston in New England upon a Designe of 
Interloping within. our Bay, and we are likewise enformed 
that he went from England after you were Designed for our 
service, which strang Intelligence hath given so great reason 
of Jealousey to us, that we cannot wth. prudence nor Justice to 


1 A reference to Benjamin Gillam’s interloping expedition. 
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the Company for whom we are Intrusted in the manidgemt. 
of their affaires, but to require you to obey such Orders as shall 
be given you by the bearer hereof Henry Sergeant esqr. whome 
we have sent over to succeed Mr. Nixon in the Governemt. of 
our affaires in the Bay & unto whome we have given perticuler 
Instructions what course to take. We are not without some 
hopes that your son may have undertaken this expedition 
without your consent & if that proves so we shall be well 
pleased to returne to our good opinion concerning you and so 
long as we finde you honest shall remaine yr. assured Friends 
Dated 27 April 1683 JAMES HAYES Dept. Governr. 

WM. YOUNGE 

GERARD WEYMANS 

JOHN LETTEN 

WM. WALKER 


Capt. Wm. Bond 
to Surrender up These are to require you upon sight hereof to Deliver up the 
the Barke Craven possession of the Barke Craven Now under your Command in 
the service of the Hudsons Bay Compa. unto Henry Sergeant 
esqr. for the sd. Compa. in the said Bay or to the Governour 
there for the time being, according to the Tenor of your 
Obligation to the sd. Compa. whereof we advice you not to 
fayle. Given under our hands this 27 4pri/ 1683. 
JAMES HAYES Dept. Governor 
WM. YOUNGE 
GERARD WEYMANS 
JOHN LET EN 
WM. WALKER 


Capt. Ezbon Sandford 
to Surrender up These are to require you upon sight hereof to Deliver up 
ieee ce the possession of the ship 4/bemarle Now under your Command 
in the service of the Hudsons Bay Compa. unto Henry 
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Sergeant esqr. for the said Compa. in the said Bay or to the 
Governour there for the time being, according to the Tenor of 
your Obligation to the said Compa. whereof we advice you 
not to fayle given under our hands this 27 April 1683. 
JAMES HAYES Dept. Governour 
WM. YOUNGE 
GERARD WEYMANS 
TOHNGLET LEN 
WM. WALKER 


The Governour & Company of 
Adventurers of England trading 
into Hudsons Bay 
To Capt. Nehem. Walker Commander of the Dilligence 

You are with the first fayre wind that presents to sayle the 
said ship for Charleton Island in Hudsons Bay, takeing on 
board you Henry Sergeant esqr. whome we have constituted 
Governour and Chief Commander for the Hudsons Bay Compa. 
within the said Bay, endeavoring to keep Compa. with the 
George! Ketch now bound for Port Nellson as far as your 
course leyes. 

If it shall happen that you meet wth. any ship or other 
vessell sayling or trading within the said Bay without our 
Lycence you are to seize them, together wth. all Goods 
which shall be on board, the one halfe to the use of his Majesty, 
the other halfe for the use of the Compa. & to bring them 
home wth. you for England & them safely to Deliver at your 
Arrival] here to the order of the Dept. Governour & Committee 
of the said Company. 

If Capt. Zachary Gillam Commander of the ship Rupert & 
Capt. Ezbon Sandford Commander of the A/bemarle shall be 
dispatched wth. their Cargo from Charleton Island before your 
arrivall there & you shall chance to meet wth. them or either 
of them at Sea, you are to let them know it is our pleasure that 


1 Chartered for 1683. See H.B.S., IX, passim. 
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they returne back wth. you to Charleton Island, there to 
receive such orders & Directions as shall be given them by 
our said Governour and if they or either of them shall refuse 
to compley wth. our Orders herein you are to enforce them to 
Obey for which this shall be your warrant. Given at London 
this 27 Day of April 1683. 

By Command of his Royall Highness 

the Duke of Yorke Governour and the 

Committee of the said Compa. 

ONESIPHORUS ALBIN 


Secretary. 


Mr. John Bridgar. 

We hope you safly arrived the last summer at Port Nellson 
and that you have layd the Foundation of a happy Settlement 
there, in confidence whereof we have now sent Capt. John 
Abraham! in command of the George Ketch with fresh supplies 
of all things we cold judge necessarey for you an Invoice 
whereof we will here inclosed send you. We have likewise 
had in our Consideration the Settlement of New Severne 
which we thinke to be of extraordinary Importance to us. and 
therefore have sent you sixe able hands (of which James 
Walker? is one whome we have designed for your Warehouse 
keeper) that you may be the better enabled to prosecute that 
settlement effectually, & to prevent the Designes of Interlopers 
which may more probabley intend for New Severne then for 
any other place, wherefore if you have not been able in the 
short time you have been at Port Nellson to make any steps 
towards the settlement of that River, we press you earnestly 
to sett upon it with all expedition & Dilligence. And here we 
must enforme you of some things of moment that have 
happened to us since you went hence. In the first place some 


1 See Appendix B, pp. 370-3. 
2 He was a brother of Captain Nehemiah Walker and son of William Walker, 
senior. See H.B.8., JX, 83n. 
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few weeks after your Departure we were enformed of an 
Interloper called the Experiment Ketch which sayled from 
Dartmouth under the Direction of mate Lucas though one 
Jenings was master & part owner & Mr. Tho. Phipps our 
former partner was the great Contriver & Encourager of that 
expedition, whereupon we dispatched the ¥ames Ketch under 
the Command of one Capt. Maximillian Keech who sayled 
from hence under the Kings Jack in pursuit of the said 
Interloper wth. ample Instructions in all things the Coppey 
whereof we shall here wth. send you But it so happened that 
the Interloper before she came to the lands End was discouraged 
& proceeded not in her intended Voyage But we not knowing 
of her returne Dispatched Capt. Keech with all Dilligence by 
the North and we hope, though he set out very late being no 
farther then the height of Tinmouth upon the 8th August that 
he got safe into the Bay. But there is another thing which hath 
given us greater apprehentions & that is the certaine 
Intelligence of an Interloping Designe from New England 
the last Summer under the conduct of one Benjamin Gillam 
sonne of one Capt. Zacharey Gillam who carried you hence 
in the Rupert concerning which we have been credibley 
enformed that the said Benjamin Gillam sayled from Boston 
in a ship of aboute so tonns called the Batchelors Delight well 
manned and fitted for the Bay which hath given us great 
Jelousey both of our Capt. Gillam the father and also of 
Capt. Sandford his Kindsman Commander of the A/bemarle 
who was by his Instructions to attend you at Port Nellson the 
last winter and in case of your Death to succeede you in that 
Governement. Wherefore we have given the best Instructions 
we can concerneing them in case they shall be found at 
Charleton Island by the ship we now set out from hence, which 
is the Dilligence Capt. Walker Commander, But for as much as 
by the Instruction we gave Capt. Keech (when we had no 
notice of this new England Designe) we did Direct that the 
Albemarle should come Directly from Port Nellson this 
summer wth. such Goods as you should have Laded (as you 
will finde by the Instructions whereof we have now sent you a 
coppey) we doe now think fitt & so expressley order you that 
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if Capt. Ezbon Sandford shall be at Port Nellson when this 
comes to your hands you doe Deliver him the enclosed order 
whereby we have removed him from his Command & that he 
takes his passage home upon the George Ketch, but with all we 
doe require you to let him know upon what just & prudent 
grounds we have so proceeded wth. him & that if upon his 
returne it shall apeare to us that he hath not been confederate 
wth. the new England Interloper but hath honestly behaved 
himselfe in our service under you (of which we expect an 
acote. from your owne hand) he shall fare never the worse for 
the offence of his Kinsman. 

We expect to receive a very exact account from you of all 
our concernes and perticulerly of what goods you have traded 
and what remaines wth. you of all sortes of Provissions & stores 
as well as of goods & Merchantdizes which you must carefully 
observe to doe every yeare that we may the better know how to 
suppley you. You are likewise by every returne of our ships 
to send us a perfect Journall and Dayley account of all things 
that have occurred worthy our knowlidge and what hath been 
done by you & those under your Command. 

And for the preventing of Frauds & private Trade we doe 
require you to cause all Officers emploied under you in the 
Bay either by Sea or Land to take an oath which by the Tenor 
of our Charter you have power to administer and also to signe 
& seale Obligations for their fidelity & good behaviour in the 
Compa. service, if they have not already done it here the 
formes both of which Oath & obligation we here wth. send you 
and all other persons that are not Officers must enter into 
the said Obligations but we will not require an Oath from any 
but such who are in office. And you are to send over to us 
all such obligations as shall be entred into, to remaine in 
our Secretarys ofhce, & to give us notice from time to time 
of all persons that shall be found fayling in the performance 
thereof. We likewise expect your care to see that all Goods 
wch. you shall at any time send home to us be very carefully 
packt up and Delivered on board by weight as well as number 
we shall ad nothing more now but in confidence you will 
approve your selfe worthy of the Trust we have reposed in 
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you and of the good opinion we have conceived of you we 
commend you to Gods protection and guidance & remaine 
Your assured Friends 

Dated 27 April 1683 JAMES HAYES Dept. Gover. 

WM. YOUNG 
- GERARD WEYMANS 

JOEINC CE CEN 
WM. WALKER 


Capt. Ezbon Sandford 
These are to require you upon sight hereof to deliver up the # Surrencer 
possession of the ship “/bemarle now under your Command in Sp Albemarle 
the service of the Hudsons Bay Compa. unto John Bridgar 
esqr. Governour for the said Compa. in Buttons Bay at Port 
Nelson or to the Governour there for the time being according 
to the Tenor of your Obligation to the sd. Compa., whereof 
we advise you not to fayle. Given under our hands this 27+h 
day of April 1683 
JAMES TIAY ES: Dept. Gover. 
WM. YOUNGE 
GERARD WEYMANS 
JOHN LETTEN 
WM. WALKER 


The Governour & Compa. of Adventurers of England 
trading into Hudsons Bay. 
To Capt. John Abraham Commander 
of the George Ketch. 

You are with the first fayre wind that presents to sayle the % Sa# to Port 
sayd Ketch for Port Nellson in Buttons Bay in the North West 2o77i" mt" 
part of America, endeavouring to keepe Compa. as far as your Diligence so far 
course leyes together wth. the good ship Dilligence whereof 2 course admits 
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Capt. Nehemiah Walker is Commander now bound for 
Hudsons Bay Dated 27 April 1683. 
By Command of his Royall Highness 
the Duke of Yorke Governour and 
the Committee of the said Compa. 
ONESIPHORUS. ALBIN 


Secretary. 


Memoire presenté a L Embassadeur de France! 


Sa Majesté ayant fait reflexion, sur l’extrait d’une lettre, du 
sieur De la Barre Governeur De Canada, de 11me. Novemb. 
1682 a commandé qu’on y fit cette reponse. 

Les Plaintes dans la dt. Lettre se reduisent 4 ce qui s’en suit 

There are two which concernes the Iroquois 

3. que la Compaynie, ou Societé qu’on appelle De la Baye 
de Hudson, commence a faire des habitations, dans des terres; 
dont le Roy tres Chrestien, a prins possession de puis plus 
de vingt ans, que le dit sr. de la Barre, ne troublera pas le 
commerce des Anglois en mer, mais s’ils avancent comme ils 
font de petits mechant Forts, dans les terres du Roy tres 
Chrestien, pour debaucher les Indiens, qu'il pretend estre 
aux franscois il les en faira chasser. 

a ces Plaintes on Repond 

Here Followeth the Answers upon the 2 First complaints 
abt. the Iroquois and after it cometh in 

Quant a La Baye de Hudson et la Decouverte qui y’a este 
faite par les Anglois, il est constant que les Sujiects de ceste 


* See pp. 68-72. For undated copies of the full ‘‘ Draught of a Memoriall in 
answer to Monsieur de la Barre Govr. of Canada his Complaint”, see P.R.O., 
C.O. 135/1, pp. 29-36, and C.O. 389/8, pp. 197-205. Another undated draft 
is in C.O. 134/1, pp. 5-15, and annexed are : (1) “ [Nine] Queries concerning 
Hudsons Bay”; (2) Printed ‘‘ List of Adventurers... November 1, 1675.4 
(printed in The Beaver (Winnipeg, Hudson’s Bay Company), March, 1936, 
p- 18); (3) Petition of the Adventurers to the King complaining of Father 
Albanel’s activities, read January 26, 1676; and (4) Representations by the 
Company on the projects of the Elector of Brandenburg. Item (4) is endorsed : 
“ Paper Concerning Hudson’s Bay Recd. by order of P. Rupert the 20 Dec. 81”. 
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Couronne pour plus de quatre vingt ans, ont frequenté la Dite 
Baye, les Rivieres, Isles et Territoires aux environs y ayant 
pris de temps en temps la possession de de Diverses places 
sans que les sujets de France ayent ceste jamais observés de 
faire voile ou d’Excercer aucun Traffigue dans la Dt. Baye. 

Que quelques uns de la Compaigne du Societé nomme de 
Hudsons Baye firent, il y a environs 15 Ans, des decouvertes 
plus advancees au dedans de la Baye et par la bonne conduite 
dun Anglois nommé Zachary Gillam de couvrirent une 
Riviere au Fond de la dt. Baye sur la terre firme orientale, on 
ayant eu de conferences, avex les Indiens natifs de ce lieu, et 
ayant fait un lique d’amitie avec leur Capitaine et acheté par 
des considerations valluables la Riviere mesme et les Terres y 
aboutissantes, il luy a donné le nom de la Riviere Rupert, et il 
y a fait bastir un Fort lequell est appellé Fort Charles et ayant 
au nom de Sa Majesté pris possession de la Riviere et de toutes 
les Terres et territoires aux environs, il y establit un Traffique 
ou commerce avec les Indiens lequel a esté du depuis 
entretenue, sans que les Fransois, on d’autres Nations 
quelconques, |’ayant interrompu en aucune maniere. 

Que la dite Compaignie, a esté la dessus incorporée par les 
lettres Patentes de Sa Majesté par lesquelles toute la ditte 
Baye et le detroit qui y meine appelle le detroit de Hudson, 
avec toutes les Terres, Territorries Rivieres et Isles a l’entour 
De la Dt. Baye leur esté Octroyé avec liberté d’y Trafhquer et 
faire le commerce a Exclusion de tous autres en consequence 
de quoy, la dt. Compaignie y a fait des habitations et establi un 
Trafic Reglé par des voyes licites et avotiees ayant tousours eu 
pour Gouverneurs et Directeurs, de leur Commerce, des 
Personnes de la premiere qualité comme le Prince Rupert 
defunct et maintenant S.A.R. Monseigneur le Duc D’yorke. 

Que L’accord fait par le dit Gillam, avec les Indiens a este 
du de puis reyteré et confermé d’eux, avec Charles Bayley, 
Intendant pour la Compagnie dans la Dt. Baye, et que le sr. 
De Fontenac Governeur de Canada par les Lettres au dt. 
Intendant en l’an 1673 recherchant l’amitié et la bonne 
Intelligence avec les Anglois, n’a rien pretendu de ce que le 
sr. de la Barre pretend presentement, bien mois at il trouvé a 
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redire a ce que la Dt. Compagnie faisoit bastir de Forts, et 
establissoit des habitations pour le Commerce sur les Terres 
de ce Quartiers. 

Que les Forts, et habitations, que les Anglois ont trouvé 4 
propos d’y faire bastir depuis ce temps la, sont, plus éloignes 
du Canada que ne c’est le Fort Charles, et quoy que ces 
derniers establissements qu’on a faits pour le bien du Traffique, 
le trouvent seulement sur les costes de la Baye, la Dt. 
Compagnie ne Se croit pas moins endroit d’estendre ses limites 
bien plus loin sur la terre firme, se fondant non seulement sur 
les lettres Patentes de Sa Majesté et les accords et contracts 
solemnelles faits avec les Natifs de ces leiux, pour la cession de 
leurs Rivieres et Territoires, mais encore sur le droit cognu du 
Premier Occupant, en vertu de la possessesion anterieure, que 
les Sujects de sa Maté. on prise de la d’ Baye et Territoires 
circonvoissin. 

Le tout Consideré Sa Majesté entend que ses Sujets 
trafiquant d’ans les Rivieres, Isles, et costes de la Dt. Baye ne 
doivent pas estre interrompus par le sr. de la Barre dans la 
possession paisible et entiere dont ils ont Joiiy si long temps, 
sans que d’autres Nations S’y soient meslés; et qu’on donne 
des Ordres precis audt. sieur de la Barre, de s’y comporter, a 
l’egard des terres appartenantes a la dt. Compagnie de la Baye 
de Hudson conformement a la bonne correspondance qui 
s’entretient entre sa Maté, et le Roy tres Chriestien, et comme 
il n’y a point de cause donné de la part des Anglois, pour des 
plaintes contre eux aussy qu’il ne donne point d’occation de 
son costé, de plainte contre luy. Fait a Whitehall a 3me. Mars 
169 2))3: 


cestoit signé L. JENKINS? 


1 Sir Leoline Jenkins (1623-85), Secretary of State. See Dictionary of 
National Biography. 
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A Coppy of Mr. Joseph Dudley & Mr. John Richards letter ? 
(Agents from New England to the King) unto Simon 
Bradstreet esqr. Governor of his Majestyes Colony of the 
Massach. in Boston: in behalfe of the Compa. 

Honourable Sr. 

We have been lately adviced by the Honourable Sr. Ja. 
Hayes Deputy Governour under his Royall Highness of the 
Company of Adventurers for Hudsons Bay who are 
incorporated by Charter from his Majesty & to whome the 
Trade of a large Territory in the sd. Hudsons Bay is apointed. 
That there is lately sayled from Boston or other Port in his 
Majestyes Colony of the Massachusets a vessell called the 
Batchelors Delight whereof Benjamin Gillam sonne of Zachariah 
Gillam is Commander and bound upon a Trading Voyage into 
the said Bay that she set sayle from you aboute the Moneth of 
August last and may be expected to returne aboute Octobr. 
next and that severall Gentlemen of Boston and others as 

are concerned in the sd. Voyage all which 1s contrary to 
his Majesties royall graunt & Charter to the sd. Adventurers 
who have been at excessive charges for the Discovery & 
settlement of a Trade there and ought not in Justice to be 
obstructed from reaping the Fruits of such their expences & 
we have assured the sd. Sr. James Hayes, that they shall by 
no meanes be allowed or countenanced by his Majesties 
Governemt. in our Colonys nor that such Interlopers & 
Destroyers of their Just rights shall finde harbour wth. 
us. 

Wee suppose there will some meet person will be impowered 
from the sd. Compa. to appley to your selfe & informe of the 
arrivall of the sd. ship if bound for any of your ports and in 
their names to Arrest and bring the sd. ship and Merchantdize 
to an answer which we are assured you will Countenance & 
Encourage & pray that by no Meanes if she may be seized 
that she be suffered to escape or Imbezle her loading untill a 
just Issue in Law may Determine the same or his Majestyes 
pleasure knowne therein we suppose you will receive letters 


1 See H.B.S., IX, 119, n. 1, and 128-9, 130. 


the enclosed ts 
the letter of Mr. 
Dudly & Mr. 
Richards deputys 
from new 
England weh. ts 
copyted on the 
backside of this 
Leafe 
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from Sr. James hereabouts and shall therefore not give farther 
trouble. 
London 11 Fuly 1683. we are your Honors 
most faithfull servts. 
JOSEPH. DUDLEY 
JOHN RICHARDS 
To the Honourable 
Simon Bradstreet esqr. 
Governor of his Majestyes Colony 
of the Massach. in Boston. 


a Coppy of Sr. James Hayes letter Dated the 30+h Fuly 
1683 to the Honourable Simon Bradstreet esqr. 
Governour of his Majestyes Colloney of the Massach. 
in Boston New England! 
Sr. The Enclosed will shew you that the Governor & Compa. 
of Adventurers of England for Hudsons Bay are under some 
apprehensions of being ill used by some persons sayling from 
your Colloney in a ship called the Barchelors Delight whereof 
Benjamin Gillam is master. We had a List of the Names of 
the Owners? but have lost it so that I could not assist Mr. 
Dudley and Mr. Richards to fill up a blanck they have left in 
their letter for that purpose but you will easily be enformed 
who they are, if you please to concerne your selfe for the 
Companys Interest, which I am in the name of his Royall 
Highness our Governor to desire of you, as also that you will 
discountenance all persons within your Government from 
undertaking any Expedition into Hudsons Bay in contempt 
of his Majestyes Authority, by whose gratious Letters Patents, 
we have been for many yeares since incorporated and have at a 
very great Expence discovered a Trade, which by the said 
letters Patents is graunted to the Company, with express 


1 See H.B.S, IX, 128-9, 130. 
* A. 1/7, fo. 45, November 19, 1684, lists the owners of the Bache/or’s Delight 
as ““ Mr. Samuel Puckell, Mr. Wm. White, Mr. Eliakem Hutchins and Mr. 


Samuel Paris ”’. 
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prohibition to any of his Majestyes Subjects or others to sayle 
or Trade within the said Bay; in the maintaining of which 
graunt we are well assured of his Majestyes Patronage & 
Protection, Therefore we desire you in your place to shew your 
respect upon all occasions to the Company, and if the Batchelors 
Delight shall returne into any of your Ports, we hope you will 
please to give your speciall Countenance & assistance to such 
person as shall apply to you as Agent for the Company in 
prosecuting & punishing the Indignity done to his Majestyes 
grant & the Injury done to our just Rights by that Interloper. 
And I dare assure you your appearing Friendly to the Company 
will be well accepted by his Royall Highness, which when I 
have said I presume I need noe other Argument to excite your 
ready compliance wth. this request I shall not therefore farther 
enlarge but as the enclosed hath enformed you of the Caracter 
I beare in the Company I shall take the liberty to subscribe my 
selfe 
Sr. your most humble servant 
JAW EELS 

To the Honourable 

Simon Bradstreet esqr. 

Governor of his Majestyes 

Colony of the Massach. 

In Boston 


New England. 


a Coppey of the Letter Atturney graunted to Edward 
Randolph Esqr. to seize upon all ships that Trades to & 
From Hudsons Bay From New England} 

To all Christian People to whome these Presents shall come 
The Governour and Company of Adventurers of England 
trading into Hudsons Bay send Greeting. Whereas the Kings 
most Excellent Majesty Charles the Second by the grace of 
God of England, Scotland, France & Ireland Defender of the 
Faith etc. by his Letters Patents beareing Date the Second 


e360 .B-0.,- 1X, SXV, 11605126, 127, 128; 130. 
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Day of May & in the 22th yeare of the reigne of our said 
Soveraigne Lord the Kings Majesty that now is, hath amongst 
divers other privilidges & graunts to the said Governor & 
Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hudsons 
Bay given granted, ratified & confirmed unto the said Governor 
& Company & their Successors the sole Trade & commerce 
of all those Seas Straits Bayes Rivers, lakes, creeks & sounds 
in whatsoever latitude they shall be that lye within the straits 
commonly called Hudsons Bay straits together with all the 
Lands & Territories upon the Countries Coasts & confines of 
the same creating & constituting the said Governor & Compa. 
for the time being & their Successors the true & absolute Lords 
Proprietors of the same Territories & places aforesaid farther 
granting unto the sd. Governor & Compa. & their Successors 
that they their Factors servants & Agents for them & on their 
behalfe & not otherwise shall for ever hereafter have use & 
enjoy not only the whole entire & only Trade & trafiique & 
the whole entire & only liberty use & privilidge of trading & 
trafhquing to & from the Territories limits & places aforesaid 
& to and with all the Natives & people inhabiting within the 
Territories and limits aforesaid with command & prohibition 
to all the subjects of his Majesty & his Successors of what 
degree & quallety soever directly or indirectly to visset haunt 
frequent or Trade trafique or adventure to and from the said 
Territories other than the Governor & Compa. or such 
perticuler persons as shall be of that Company their Agents 
Factors & Assignes unless it be by the licence & agreement of 
the said Compa. in writing first had & obtained under their 
common seale upon paine that every such person shall incurr 
his Majestyes Indignation & the forfeiture & Losse of the 
Goods Merchantdize & other things whatsoever as also of 
the ship & ships with the furniture thereof wherein such goods 
Merchantdizes & other things shall be brought & found the 
one halfe of the said forfeitures to be to his said Majesty his 
Heires & Successors the other halfe to the said Governor & 
Compa. & their successors, the said offenders for their said 
contempt to suffer such further punishment as to his Majesty — 
his Heires & Successors shall seeme meet & convenient. His 


MUGUST 7.71683 97 


Majesty farther granting unto the said Governor & Compa. & 
their successors full power & Lawfull authority to seize upon 
the persons of all such Engelish or any other of his Majesties 
subjects which shall sayle or inhabit in the said Bay without 
their leave & lycence as by the said letters Patents refference 
being thereunto had may more at large appeare. Now know 
ye that we the said Governor & Compa. of Adventurers of 
England trading into the said Hudsons Bay for Divers good 
Causes & considerations us thereunto moveing have made 
named ordained authorized & apointed and in our name stead 
& place doe by these presents Depute and constitute Edward 
Randolph of the towne of Boston in New England Esqr. our 
true & lawfull Agent Factor & Attorny in our name & stead 
& place (but to & for our owne proper benefit & behof) to 
seize attach arrest imprison and implead all & every person & 
persons whatsoever trading to & from the said Hudsons Bay 
(without the Lycence & authority of our said Governor & 
Compa. under our common seale obtained) and all & every 
the ships, Goods, Merchantdizes proceeds & accounts of the 
same (so trading without our Lycence & authority as aforesaid) 
to attach, arrest, condem & detaine for our proper use benefit 
& behofe as aforesaid Giveing & by these presents granting 
unto our said Agent Factor & Atturney our full power & 
lawfull authority to seize arrest attach imprison implead & 
_ prosecute all & every person & persons their shipps Goods 
Merchantdizes & effects whatsoever and all & every person & 
persons his & their ships or Barks & his & their goods 
Merchantdizes & proceeds whatsoever trading with out our 
Lycence & authority in manner as aforesd. & to doe & Deale 
therein as fully to all intents as we cold doe for the seizing 
attaching & prosecuting such persons ships & merchantdizes 
& we doe farther give & grant unto our said Agent or Atturny 
full power & authority to make & substitute under him one or 
more Attorny or Attornyes & him or them at his pleasure 
againe to revoke ratifying & confirming all & whatsoever our 
said Agent Factor & Attorney or his Attorney or Attorneyes 
shall Lawfully doe or cause to be Done in the premisses to be 


good & effectuall & lastly we the said Governor & Compa. 
G 


to gel Officers 
put on Board 
the Ships for 
Security of 
Cargoes 
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doe reserve & keepe unto our selves (and the said Edward 
Randolph by his acceptance hereof doeth agree thereunto) full 
power & authority at any time hereafter to make void & annull 
all powers & authorities herein granted to our said Agent 
Factor & Attorney or to his Attorney or Attornies by him 
Deputed any thing herein contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding in witness whereof we have caused our comon 
seale to be hereunto affixed Dated this 7h Day of August 1683 
& in the 35 yeare of the Reigne of our said Sovereigne Lord 
King Charles the second over England 

By Command of his Royall Highness 

& the Committee of the Hudsons 

Bay Compa. 

ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary 

Sealed & Delivered as the 
Act & Deed of the Hudsons 
Bay Compa. in the presence of 


us JOSEPH DUDLEY & JOHN RICHARDS 


Le 13. August 16834 
Mr. Morgan Lodge 

Sr. in September or in October next we expect the Dilligence 
Capt. Nehemiah Walker, the Yames Ketch Capt. Maximilian 
Keetch Commander, the Prince Rupert Capt. Zachariah Gillam 
Commander the George Ketch Capt. John Abraham 
Commander and it may be the 4/bemarle may come whereof 
Capt. Ezbon Sandford is Commander all from Hudsons Bay 
upon the Compa. account we intreat you upon their Arrivall 
in the Downes you put on board the Dilligence three Waiters 
& the rest of the other shipps two Waiters. pray be carefull 
to put such on board as are honest men and of good integrity 
as will prevent the carrying on shoare all private Trade or the 
imbeazelment of any of the Compa. goods but that every thing 
may be brought into the Compa. warehouse. the Dilligence & 
the George Ketch are hired shipps who are bound by Charter 


1 See .B.0., Xp 129.0732. 
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party to suffer Waiters to come on board the Rest of the shipps 
are the Compa. who are bound by their Instructions to doe the 
same. pray give notice what each person is to have per Diem 
unto Mr. John Letten as also the Receipt of this. 

your Loveing "riends 


CHR. WREN 
To Mr. Morgan Lodge GERARD WEYMANS 
at Deale JOHN LETTEN 


GEO. BARON} 
WM. WALKER 


London 13 August 1683? 
Mr. Edward Randolph. 


Sr. upon the faire & just Caracter we have had of you of Advised of & 


your great abilityes & Integrety we have made & constituted 
you to be our Deputy & Atturney at Boston in New England 
as by our letter beareing Date the 7th August under our 
Common seale signed by our Secretary & wittnessed by Mr. 
Josep Dudley & Mr. John Richards appeares, which we 
ordered our Secretary to Deliver unto you. 

By that letter of Atturney you will see what power is 
graunted unto us by his most excellent Majesty one power 
amongst the Rest is: if any of his Majestyes Subjects shall 
Trade into Hudsons Bay the Compa. have power to seize all 
such their Merchantdizes & effects whatsoever. Now we are 
credibleley informed that one Benjamin Gillam, sonne of 
Zachariah Gillam sayled from Boston in New England in July 
was a 12 m. in a ship called the Batchelors Delight burthen 
aboute 50 Tons 10 guns & 14 men all Batchelors & very 
resolute Fellowes for Hudsons Bay which will prove very 
prejudiciall to the Compa. We Therefore pray you by the 
authority given you that you doe upon her arrivall at Boston or 
else where in New England seize the ship & Merchantdizes & 
arrest the Master. We are very Jelous that Capt. Zachariah 
Gillam his father Commander of our ship the Prince Rupert 


1 See H.B.S., IX, 318-19. MSeedd. B.S.» LN; 122,199: 


Constituted Atty. 
for the Compy. 
New England 
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burthen 75 Tons & Ezbon Sandford Commander of the 
Albemarle another of our shipps burthen abt. 45 Tons are in a 
confoederacey wth. Benjamin Gillam we therefore also pray 
you to doe your utmost to seize the said shipps & 
Merchantdizes in them and the Masters as such that have 
broken their Faith and great trust with us, what charges you 
are at in prosecuting this business we will wth. many thanks 
repay besides recompense you ampley & fully to your content 
for your care & paines herein And as you proceed in these 
affaires pray advice us from time to time Directing your letters 
to the Governor & Compa. of Adventurers of England trading 
into Hudsons Bay at the Hudsons Bay house in Noble Street? 
London. We have no more but wishing you a prosperous 
Voyage we rest your Loveing Friends 


CHRIS. WRN 


To Edward Randolph esqr. GER. WEYMANS 
These JOHN LETTEN 
GEO. BARON 


WM. WALKER 


The Kings letter to the Government of New England to 
prevent Interlopers.? 


Kings 


seale 


CHARLES REX 


Trusty & well beloved we greete you well. Whereas the 
Compa. of Adventurers of England trading into Hudsons Bay 
have by their humble petition presented an information unto 
us that Divers ill disposed persons have undertaken to fitt out 
shipps for New England and from thence to goe to Hudsons 
Bay and afterwards to returne to New England the better to 


1 J.e., Scriveners’ Hall. See H.8.8., VIII, 181, n. 1. 
2 See H.B.S., IX, xxvii, 129-33, 244-5. Copies are also in P.R.O., CO. 
5/904, pp- 187-8, and C.O. 389/8, p. 218. 
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dispose of their goods and to carry on that unlawfull Trade 
thereby intending to destroy or make of noe effect our Charter 
granted to the sd. Compa. without whose Lycence or conscent 
no person ought to trade in those parts. We have thereupon 
thought fitt to signifye our pleasure unto you hereby requireing 
you and all other the Majestrates and officers of that your 
Governement whome it may any waies concerne that you and 
they use all possible and Lawfull meanes to hinder the progress 
of a designe so prejudiciall to our Customes and to the Welfare 
of the said Compa. and also that upon Information given of any 
ship or ships or any other vessell whatsoever presumeing to 
Trade to and from Hudsons Bay within any the limits of the 
said Companys Charter without their Lycence and conscent, 
you forthwith cause seizure to be made of such shipps or 
vessells lading and of the persons therein concerned to the 
End that prosecution may be had thereupon according to Law. 
So not Doubting of your Dilligence herein we bid you farewell. 
Given at our Court at Windsor the 12h Day of August 1683 
in the 35 yeare of our Reigne 

By his Majestyes Command 

L. JENKINS 

To our Trusty and well beloved 
the Governour & Councill of 
the Massachusetts Colony in New England. 


Mr. Edward Randolph. 

Sr. we understand by our Secretary that he Delivered you 
the Kings letter upon the 16th Instant Directed to the Governor 
and Council of the Massachusetts Collony in New-England. 
We pray you upon your arrivall in New-England you Deliver 
the same and give us an Account by the first ship (after your 
arrivall) of the Batchelors Delight and of our owne two shipps 
that we are very Jelous their Commanders are in a 
Confoederacey wth. the Commander of the Batchelors Delight, 
as we have acquainted you in our letter Dated the 13 present 


eoee J1.8.5., 1X, 134. 


Desiring advise 
of the 
Batchelors 
Delight a Ship 
Inierloping &c. 


Desiring to know 
if Letter to put 

Officers on Board 
the Ships is recd. 


Directions what 
to do with the 
Interlopers Men 
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in Doeing of which you will oblige us who are your Loveing 
Friends 

JOEINGERUIEN 
From the Hudsons Bay GEORGE BARON 
house this 18 August 1683 WM. WALKER 


Mr. Morgan Lodge.? 

Sr. on the 13 instant the Committee of the Hudsons Bay 
Company Desired you to put Waiters on board the Companies 
shipps as they shall arrive in the Downes: as on the Dilligence 
3. on the ames Ketch, George Ketch, the Prince Rupert & the 
Albemarle upon each of them two: which letter the Committee 
thinks is miscarried. Therefore I pray you let me know by 
the first post whither you have recd. it I rest Sr. 

your loveing Friend 


JOHN LETTEN. 


Capt. Walker London 26 Octob. 1683 ? 
We are very glad you are safely arrived and haveing desired 
the Directions of the Committee what you should doe wth. 
Lucas and the Rest of the Interlopers men it is our advice that 
you put them all on shoare but before you doe it you are 
stricktly to search them & to take all papers & letters that you 
finde upon them for the information & use of the Compa. this 
is all we shall say unto you at present. 
This I subscribe by order of 
the Dept. Governor & Committee 
of the Hudsons Bay Compa. 
ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary 


1 See 17.8.0;, UX 144, 

2 See H.B.S., IX, 142-3. For particulars of the interloping voyage from 
England and the action brought by Charles Boone, John Davall and Company 
in the High Court of Admiralty against the Hudson’s Bay Company, see H.8.8., 
IX, Appendix A. 
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John Calvert, Robert Breeden, Richard Phinns, Richard 
Sally, Thomas Carey, John Thorpe, & Thomas 
Golburne, Sayler and Servants of the Hudsons Bay 
Company. 

These Deponents doe make Oath that about the 21 August 
1682, the French ? from Canada came in two Barks, the one 
called the Sz. Perer, the other the Saint Ann through Hudsons 
Streights into Buttons Bay and entred into a branch of the 
River of Port Nellson called by the Indians Quewickeway and 
haveing discovered that the Hudsons Bay Compa. had setled a 
Factorey upon another branch of the said river of Port Nellson 
called by the Indians Kaurawmegaw in the moneth of June 
1683. they came upon them & tooke the Governour Mr. 
John Bridgar prisoner and all the men belonging to the said 
Factorey, of which these Deponents were a part and tooke 
away all their provissions and goods for Trade & burnt & 
utterly destroyed a house which the Governour had there built 
for the Companies service. 

And these Deponents further say, that those who had the 
Chiefe Command among those Frenchmen, did declare that 
what they did was by Commission from the King their Master, 
whose Ensigne they caused to be set up, calling that Branch 
of the River Port Bourbon, and the other Branch Port St. 
Loitiis But these Deponents did not see any Commission from 
his most Christian Majesty. And these Deponents further 
say that in the moneth of August Last the said French men 
forced them & others to the number of Twelve of the Hudsons 
Bay Compa. Servants to goe on board the St. dun Barke being 
very Leakey to their hazard of perishing and for Provision they 
allowed them no more then foure pounds of beefe a man & two 
bushels of oate meale for the whole Voyage although the sea 
was at that time much incumbred wth. Ice, and the neerest 


1 The original and duplicate of this deposition are in P.R.O., C.O. 1/66, No. 
117 and No. 118. 

2'The expedition led by Pierre Esprit Radisson and Médard Chouart, 
sieur des Groseilliers, to Port Nelson in 1682. For a full account of 
the events at that place in 1682-83, see Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, 
pp. 188-97. 
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Harbour belonging to the Company was above 200 Leagues 
from thence. 

This was sworne by the sd. Parties 

before Sr. Miles Cooke Master in 

Chancery. 14 November 1683. 


John Outlawes Affidavit concerning the French 
Insult from Canada.} 

John Outlaw? of Limehouse Marriner & Shipwright maketh 
Oath, that on the 21th Day of June 1682, he sayled from New 
England in a ship called the Bachelors Delight, as one of the 
Mates of the said ship, of which Benjamin Gillam was 
Commander, and came into the River of Port Nellson the 19th 
August following, & sayled up the River aboute 26 miles & 
landing upon an Island, which was called the Batchelors 
Island, a Fort was erected by the said ships crew. 

The 17th September following, one Mr. Radison and one 
Mr. Goosebury with some other French men came thither 
& Demanded what we were? we told them Engelish men, 
they then demanded what we had to doe there? we told them, 
we tooke our selves to be in the King of Englands Dominions. 
They said it was the King of Frances Dominions, and that we 
had no right to be there, But that they were in the King of 
Francis service, & acted by his commission and by the 
particuler authority of the Governour of Canada. 

Aboute the 6 February following they came with 10 men 
to the said Batchelors Island & tooke the Fort which we had 
built there, and afterwards burnt the same, and tooke the said 
ship & possessed themselves of all that belonged to us, & 
tooke us all Prisoners. 


1 The original of this affidavit, sworn before Sir Leoline Jenkins, is in P.R.O., 
C.O. 1/66, No. 122, and is dated December 4, 1683. A shorter affidavit by 
Outlaw dated November 14, 1683 (in C.O. 1/66, No. 119) merely stated that 
the French concerned in the outrage at Port Nelson acted “ by the order of the 
King of France ”’. 

For a biography, see Appendix B, pp. 383-5. 
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And aboute the 14 August following they put this Deponent 
and 11 more of the Hudsons Bay Compa. servants on board a 
Leakey vessell called the saint Ann, and allowing them very 
short provissions of beefe & oatemeale only, they forced us to 
sea, which was at that time much incumbred wth. ice, and the 
nearest Harbour was about 200 Leagues distant from thence. 


To the Kings most Excellent Majesty ! 

The humble petition of the Governour & Company of 

Adventurers of England trading to Hudsons Bay. 
Sheweth. 

That Monsr. Dela Barr Governour of Canada by his letters 
of the 11th Novem. 1682 Did complaine at the Court of 
France that your Petitioners did make habitations and erect 
Fortes upon the Lands in Hudsons Bay, of which he Did 
(though without any colour of reason) affrme the King his 
Master had more then 20 yeares before taken possession, and 
he did therein declare that if they proceeded to Doe such 
Injuries he wold drive them out of the Countrey, but he did 
Desire your Majesty should be advertised thereof, he being 
not willing (as he said) to Displease your Majesty except he 
were forced thereunto. 

An Extract of which letter being Delivered by the French 
Embassador here resident as a Memoriall of complaint, your 
Majesty was gratiously pleased to cause the same to be 
communicated to your Petitioners, who Did thereupon prepare 
& present to your Majesty a true state of their Case, and did 
fully answer the Complaint of Monsr. De la Barr setting forth 
your Majesties & their owne just & sole, Right and title to 
Hudsons Bay and to all the Bayes, Seas, Rivers, Islands, Lands 
& Territories within Hudsons Streights; And your Majesty 
having thereupon returned an answer to the said Memoriall & 
nothing being since replyed thereunto from the Part of the 
French, your Petitioners did hope that their pretensions would 


1 The original dated November 14, 1683, is in P.R.O., C.O. 1/66, No. 120. 
peer .8.,,1X, 190, n. 1. 
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have created no farther trouble, But by a ship Emploied in 
the Service of yr. Petitioners and lately returned from Hudsons 
Bay, they are given to understand, that the French from Canada 
the 21 August 1682 came with two vessells through Hudsons 
Streights into Buttons Bay, & Entred into a branch of the 
River of Port Nellson (which your Petitioners cannot but in 
humble manner observe to your Majesty, was nere 3 monethes 
before the Date of Monsr. De la Barres letter, wherein he 
would be thought to behave himselfe with such caution & 
respect to yr. Majesty) And haveing discovered that some of 
your Majesties Subjects who were emploied by your Petitioners 
were there settled they came upon them tooke their Fort & 
burnt it to the ground & carryed away the Governour one 
Mr. John Bridgar, and all his men with all his Provissions, & 
Goods for Trade, Declaring what they did was by commission 
from the King their Master, but they produced only an order 
from the Governour of Canada, which gives your Petitioners 
reasonable hopes that they have no Authority from his most 
Christian Majesty for what they have done, but are only sett 
on worke by the French of Canada, who have beene so forward 
to complaine of the Petitioners, from whome they never had 
injury, & to make this insult upon them without attending the 
Issue of that Memoriall which was to be formed out of Monsr. 
De la Barres complaineing letters & which he knew well wold 
be presented to your Majesty. 

But whatever the Authority be that hath Encouraged them 
to the Enterprize they have prosecuted the Designe, both 
wth. Fraude & force, and have not only injured & robbed yr. 
Petitioners to a very great vallew, but have also manifestly 
invaded & violated yr. Majestyes Rights & Dominions. 

And in the moneth of August last, they forced severall of 
the Servants of your Petitioners to goe on board a leakey 
Barke with very slender provissions, and exposed them to the 
Mercey of the sea, detaineing the Governour Prisoner, and 
have possessed themselves of the River of Port Nellson in 
Buttons Bay, which was above 60 yeares since Discovered by 
Sr. Thomas Button who wintered there & hath beene ever 
since frequented by the Subjects of your Imperiall Crowne 
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only, and perticulerly by your Petitioners, neither the French 
nor any other Christian Nation, haveing ever entred or sayled 
in the said River or in any the Seas, Bayes, or Rivers 
thereaboute. 

And your Petitioners haveing beene at vast Expence in 
their Endeavors to make a through Settlement of the said 
River of Port Nellson, which is at least 200 leagues farther from 
Canada then any place where your Petitioners have formerly 
made their settlement, and which therefore ought the lesse, to 
give Jelousy & offence to the French, they did not expect to 
have been attaqued there, & to have met with such ill usage 
from a Nation in Amity with your Majesty. 

your Petitioners doe therefore humbley pray that your 
Majesty will be gratiously pleased to take the premisses 
into your Princely consideration & yr. Petitionrs. into 
your Royall Protection, that by your Majestys appearing 
on theire behalfe, his most Christian Majesty may be 
Induced forthwith to speed his effectuall Commands to 
his Governour & Subjects of Canada to make reparation 
for the losse sustained by yr. Petitioners from thence, 
without which the Subjects of that Crowne may upon 
the same pretence of Right assault and take whatsoever 
else your Majesties Subjects possess in those parts; and 
that yr. Majesty would likewise be further pleased to 
graunt to yr. Petitioners such powers and Commissions 
as shall, in default of such reparation, & in case of any 
further attempt, authorize & enable them to repayre 
themselves & to defend the Rights of yr. Crowne & their 
just propertyes in those parts. 
And yr. Petitioners shall pray etc. 
Novemb. 1683 
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The Coppy of a Memoriall to the French Ambassender 
presented by Sr. Leolin Jenkins Knt. Secretary of State. 

La Compagnie Angloise de La Baye de Hudson au Nord 
Oiist de l’Amerique ont representé que quelques habitans 
francois du Canada sont venus au mois d’Aoust de |l’anneé 
derniere sur deux Barques l’une nommée la S¢. Pierre et |’autre 
la Ste. Anne dans le destroit de Hudson, et ont fait voile dans 
une branche du Port de Nelson, qui est une Riviere decouverte 
il ya plus de soixante ans par le Chevalier Thomas Button 
Anglois, et qui a esté tousjours depuis ce temps 14 frequente 
par les Sujets de la Couronne d’Angleterre seulement, et 
particulierement depuis quelque anneés pas les Intresses en 
ladite Compagnie de la Baye de Hudson, qui en vertu de 
lettres pattentes du Privilege soubs le grand seau d’Angleterre 
ont fait avec beaucoup de frais, et depences un Establissement 
sur ladite Riviere ou Port de Nelson et y ont fait bastir un 
Fort, et des habitations convenables pour leur Trafic avec les 
Natifs du Pays. 

Que les dits Frangois habitans du Canada sont entrez 
vers le Mois de Juin dernier dans la Factorie que les associés 
de la dite compagnie arrivent establie et y ont brulé leur 
habitation, et fait Prisonier le Sr. Jean Bridgar, qui y 
commandoit avec tous ceux qui appartenirent a la dite Factorie 
et leur ont esté toutes leur Provisions de bouch et utensiles 
servans 4 leur Trafic, et ayant changé les noms de deux branche 
de la dite Riviere, ont donné a l’une le nom du Port de 
Bourbon et a l’autre du Port Loiiis; declarant que ce qu’ils y 
avoient fait estoit par ordre du Roy Tres-Chrestien leur 
Maistre, plantant les Estendars sur les dites terres aussi bien 
que par l’ordre expres du Gouverneur du Canada. 

La dite compagnie a aussi representé a sa Majté. qu’au 
Mois d’Aoust dernier les dits Francois avoient enlevé une 
naviere nommé en Anglois, The Barchelours Delight appartenant 


1 A corrected draft of this Memorial in French is in P.R.O., C.O. 1/66, No. 
124. A fair copy in French, signed by Sir Leoline Jenkins, is in C.O. 389/8, pp. 
284-6. For copies of the Memorials presented by Lord Preston to King 
Louis XIV on January 1 and 15 (English style) and in April, 1684, see pp. 245- 
50, and H.B.8., IX, 190, n. 2, and 191, n. 2. 
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4 des sujets de sa Majté. habitans de la nouvelle Angleterre 
quils trouverent en ladite Riviere du Port de Nelson, et 
avoient contraint onze serviteurs des Intetresses de ladite 
Compagnie, et le Contre maistre du dit naviere d’aller abord 
de la susdite Barque la Sainte Anne toute desemparée, qu’elle 
estoit et faisant mesme beaucoup d’eaue, et de le metre 4 la 
voile sans qu’on leur donast d’autres provissions de bouche que 
quarante huit livres de Beuf, et deux Boisseaux de farine 
d’avoin pour eux tous, durant le cours de leur voiage, quoy que 
lesdits Frangois sceussent bien que le Port le plus proche auquel 
lesdits gens pussent aborder en estoit Eloigné de plus de deux 
cent lieties, et que les Mers estoient en ce temps 1d fort remplies 
de Glace. 

Desquelles Plaintes ayant esté fait foy par le serment 
Judiciare de huit de ces mesmes hommes, qui ont esté si 
cruellement exposez a tous ces dangers par mer, qu’ils ont si 
miraculeusement eschappes, sa Majté. 4 tes moigné estre fort 
mal satisfaite de ce qu’une violence si cruelle, et une Invasion 
si manifeste ayt esté faite sur ses sujets, et sur les terres de son 
obeissance en ce pays la. C’est pourquoy elle a ordonné, qu’on 
exposat a vre Excellce. ce que dessus; et qu’on vous priast de 
representer, les violnces. Invasions et excés 4 sa Majté. tres 
Chrestienne, 4 fin qu’elle face expedier incessaint des ordres 
expres au Governeur du Canada de faire faire une prompte 
et entiere reparation aux sujects du Roy mon Maistre, pour les 
tortes et domages, qui leur ont esté faite sur les Terres de 
son obeissance, et de faire restiuer tout ce qui a esté usurpé 
de les dits Territoires et de faire punir exemplairement tout 
ceux qui ont eu part 4 des actions si enormes par lesquelles ils 
ont violé autant qu’il leur a esté possible, l’amitie et la bonne 
correspondance entre les deux Nations. Fait 4 Whitehall ce 
douzesme de Decembre 1683. 


LE. JENKINS 


to Entertain 
Servts. & 
furnish Mr. 
Radison with 
Some Stores &c. 


Govr. & Cheif 
Commander 
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Mr. Morgan Lodge Gravesend the 16th May 1684 
Wee being left heare by the rest of our Committee to pfect 
the clearing of our shipps, finde wee want 15 or 10 Servants at 
least to compleat what was designed to bee sent to the Bay in 
the two Shipps vizt. the Happy returne Capt. Wm. Bond, and 
the Lucie Capt. John Outlaw. They will, (God willing) saile 
hence to morrow morneing towards the downes. It is our 
request while they are comeing to you, you endeavor to 
entertaine the above Number of psons. or So many of them as 
you can Meete with, Whither Land men or Seamen to goe 
with Said Ships and tarry in the Countrey three or foure yeares. 
Settlement of wages for Land men though they have noe trade 
is £6 the first £8 the second £10 the third & £12 the 4th yeare 
besides their Accomodation and to Seamen £18 p. yeare at 
highest. It is left to you to doe the best you can, giveing the 
Comittee a pticular. of their tearmes & Wages. Wee allow 
two months advance by way of Imprest. In the ship of Capt. 
Bond goes one Mr. Peter Espritt Radison Bee pleased to 
furnish him with 3 or 4 dozn. of Poultrey with what other fresh 
provisions? hee shall desire, what money you disburs either upon 
that Accompt or for the above Servants pray charge it with yr. 
Comission upon the Company and it shall bee paid. What 
kindness you shew to the sd. Mr. Radisson will bee 
acknowledged by the whole Committee and pticularly. by 
your assured Loving freinds 


Capt. John Abraham London 14 May 1684 


The Confidence we have of your Fidelity, Courage & 
Conduct hath inclined us to choose you Governour & Chiefe 
Commander for the Compa. within the River of Port Nelson? 


I gee 11.518, 1X, 245, 240: 

2 Seventh Report of the Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts. Part I. 
Report and Appendix (London, 1879), p. 302, Lord Preston (see p. 129, n. 1) to 
the Earl of Sunderland (see p. 131, n. 3), Ponte Ste. Maxence, April 30 (April 20, 
English style), 1684, “... I shall not fail to continue to solicit the affair of Port 
Nelson... Just as 1 was going into my coach at Paris, in order to begin my 
journey, I received an advice that his most Christian Majesty had left his orders 
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and of & in all that Bay called Buttons Bay and of & in all the 
Lands & Territories from Cape Henrietta Maria to the utmost 
extent of the Compa. Charter from thence Northward. 

We have also thought fitt to apoint Mr. James Walker to ames Walker 
be your Second or Deputy, which we have done to shew our ‘4 
readiness to reward the good services which any of those 
imploied by us shall doe for the Compa. and although he is 
but young in our service we doubt not but he will by his 
courage, activity & Dailligence answer the good opinion we 
have conceived of him. 

You are to know that Mr. Peter Espirit Radison under Mr. Radison 
whose conduct our Fort & Factorey was destroyed in Port s porieias hee 
Nelson by the French from Canada before you came thither, is 
very lately arrived here & hath presented his service to the 
Compa. & hath given such Assurance of his future fidelity to 
us that by the allowance & good likeing both of his Majesty & 
his Royall Highness, we have recd. him into Imployment.! & 
we hope he will come safe to you and that by his great 
Experience & dexterity will be the better inabled effectually 
to establish and settle the Interest of the Compa. within your 
Districts. We therefore expect that you treat him wth. all 
respect as one in whome we have entire confidence & trust & 
that you follow his advice in reduceing the French Factorey & 
in makeing our settlement in & aboute Port Nelson. 

But for the better mannadgment & carrying on of our Council 
Affaires, we have & doe hereby apoint these persons following “bed 
to be your Councell 

Mr. Peter Espirit Radison 

Mr. James Walker 

Capt. Wm. Bond Commander of the Happy Returne 
Capt. John Outlaw Commander of the Lucey 

The Commander of the 4/bemarle for the time being 
and Mr. George Geyer 


with Monsieur de Seignelay to signify his pleasure to the Governor of Canada 
that the French should restore the possession of Port Nelson, and of all which 
they had violently taken to the English. I shall know the truth of this from Monsr. 
de Croissy when I see him...” See p. 249, n. 1. 

1 See H.B.S., 1X, 240, and Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, pp- 212-21. 
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By whose advice or the advice of the Major parte of them 
who shall be upon the place you are to Governe order & 
dispose of all things for the benefitts safty & honour of the 
Compa. And in case any of the said persons dye or be absent, 
you shall chuse such others in their roome as you shall Judge 
best qualified for our service. We have sent Mr. George 
Geyer upon Designe principally to make a good settlement at 
the River of New Severne which we desire you as soone as may 
be to sett him aboute wth. such strength provissions & stores 
as may be necessary we haveing (as you will finde by the 
Enclosed Invoice)! sent sufficient for that purpose wherefore 
we doe expect that you prosecute that designe effectually and 
we doe apoint the sd. George Geyer to be Chiefe in the sd. 
River of new Severne but under the Order & Direction of 
yourselfe & the Councell above named. 

You are to use your utmost Endeavors to prevent & Detect 
all private Trade and if you find any Interloping vessells 
whatsoever trading or sayling in any place with in the Entrance 
into Hudsons Straights without the Lycence of the Compa. you 
are by virtue of the power & authority given unto us by the 
Kings Majestyes gratious letters Pattents of Incorporation 
authorised to seize them and all the goods on board them the 
one halfe to the use of his Majesty, the other halfe for the use 
of the Governour and Compa. of Adventurers of England 
trading into Hudsons Bay for the Doeing whereof you shall be 
saved harmeless and indemnified by the Compa. against all 
persons whatsoever that shall sue or Implead you for the same. 

Lastly for your Encouragment in the vigorous prosecution 
of the Interest of the Compa. we have setled upon you the 
Sallery of one hundred pounds a yeare to commence from the 
Receipt of the Commission we have now sent you, and we have 
likewise established upon Mr. James Walker the sallery of Fifty 
pounds a yeare to commence from the same time wth. youres. 

We have thought good to order Mr. Peter Espirit Radison 
to winter wth. you in the Country, where we conclude his 
presence and assistance will be of great moment to your 
settlement in and aboute Port Nellson, wherefore we wold have 

1 See H.B.S., 1X, 299-313. 
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you receive his advice in all things relating thereunto, beleeving 
you will finde him faithfull to our Interest, so committing you 
to the protection of the Almighty we remaine your Assured 
Loving Friends 
JA. HAYES Deputy Governour 
RICHARD CRADOCK 
NICHOLAS HAYWARD 
WM. WALKER 
Postscript. 

You will finde by the Inclosed Invoices & bills of Lading 
that we have plentifully supplied you wth. all sortes of Goods 
being in great hopes you will find a quick Trade in those partes 
& we doe hereby injoyne you to render us a perticuler Account 
how each Commodity is disposed of and let us be informed 
constantly what other goods may be in Demand for we are resolved 
to use our utmost to advance that Trade and hope also you will 
contribute your Endeavors towards it. the Beaver skins you 
sent home the last yeare were very good but you omitted to 
informe us what & how many of each sort of goods were 
bartered away for them. your Scantness of time at your first 
settlement pleads your excuse for this once but be no more so 
remiss in forgetting that one only necessary thing for our 
sattisfaction and lett your trading booke be kept very exact. 
By the two shipps which we now dispatch towards you (vizt.) 
the Happy Returne Capt. Wm. Bond Commander and the 
Lucey Capt. John Outlaw Commander we send you two new 
Greenland Shallops, furnished with two shutes of sayles F 12 
oares each, these we Fudge are the fittest boates to make discoveries 
& doubt not of their usefullness to you. We have hired John 
Ford who goes Chiefe mate of the Lucey for 4 yeares at £3. 
by moneth who is to continue in the Contry and to change 
birthes wth. Sam. Bincks now mate of the A/demarle who 
desired to returne home, we are ready to gratify him therein & 
remaine yours 

JAMES HAYES Deputy Governour 
RICHARD CRADOCK 

WM. WALKER 

NICHOEAS HAYWARD 


Supply of 
Goods sent 


resolved to 
Endeavour the 
advance of Trade 


to send home 
trading Accots. 


Fitt Boats sent to 
make Discovery 
with 


to Sail to Pex? 
Nelson River 


Directions when 
there 


114. LETTERS OUTWARD &c 


A Coppy of Capt. Wm. Bond & Capt. John Outlawes 
Instructions not to opened till they come to the Entrance of 
Hudsons Streights 
You are wth. the first fayre wind that presents to sayle the 
Good ship called the Happy Returne & the good pinck called 
the Lucey under your Command for the River of Port Nellson 
to the Fort there lately built for the service of the Compa. called 
Fort Hayes! scituated on the South side of the said River called 
by the Indians Caurowinego in the latitude of 57 d. 25 m. 
indeavoring to keepe compa. wth. each other untill ye arrive 
at the said Fort and be aideing and assisting to each other in 
any exigency or Distress. If ye finde our Factorey safe at the 
said Fort ye are to apply your selfe to Capt. John Abraham and 
to Mr. James Walker or to such other of our servants as ye 
shall finde upon the place to enforme your selfes concerning 
the state & condition of our affaires in those partes And 
for the better managment and carrying on of our business 
in this present Juncture we have constituted & apointed 
the said Capt. John Abraham to be Governour and chiefe 
Commander for the Company within the said River of Port 
Nellson and of & in all the Bay called Buttons Bay and of and 
in all the Lands & Territoryes from Cape Henrietta Maria 
to the utmost extent of the Companies Charter from thence 
Northward. 
we have likewise apointed 
Mr. Peter Esprit Radisson 
Mr. James Walker 
Capt. Wm. Bond Commander of the Happy Returne 
Capt. John Outlaw Commander of the Lucey 
The Commander of the A/bemarle for the time being & 
Mr. George Geyer 
To be the Councellors & advisers of the said Governour 
Abraham or of any other Governour for the time being by 
whose advice or by the advice of the Major part of them who 
shall be upon the place, he is to Governe order & dispose for 
the benefitt safety & honour of the Compa., and in case any of 
the said persons shall dye or be absent the Governour upon the 
1The fort built by John Abraham in 1683. See Appendix A, p. 366. 
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place shall choose such others as he shall Judge best quallified 
for the supply of such vacanceyes. 

___If at your arrivall at Port Nellson you shall finde Capt. 
Abraham & Mr. James Walker both dead (which God forbid) 
then we have apointed Mr. Geo. Geyer to be Governour wth. 
like power & authority as we have now given to Capt. John 
Abraham And in case either the said Capt. Abraham or James 
Walker be dead or absent then we apoint the said Geo. Geyer 
to be Second or Deputy to the Surviver of them. 

But if both are liveing and upon the place the sd. George 
Geyer shall then be our principall Trader or Factor wth. the 
Indians in & aboute Port Nellson untill such time as there 
shall be a settlement made at the River of New-Severne, where 
we intend he shall be Chiefe under the Governemt. of Port 
Nellson. 

You are to use your utmost Endeavors to prevent & detect 
all private Trade and if you finde any Interloping vessells 
whatsoever, trading or sayling in any place with in the Entrance 
into Hudsons Straights without the licence of the Company 
we doe by virtue of the power & authority given to us by the 
Kings Majestyes gratious letters Pattents of Incorporation 
require and authorize you to seize them & all the goods on 
board them, the one halfe to the use of his Majesty the other 
half for the use of the Governour & Compa. of Adventurers of 
England trading into Hudsons Bay for the doeing whereof you 
shall be saved harmeless & indemnified by the sd. Compa. 
agst. all persons whatsoever that shall sue or implead you for 
the same. 

Wee have ordered Capt. Wm. Bond to receive Mr. Radison 
on board the Happy Returne where we hope he will have a safe 
passage & will be of great use to us in makeing our settlement 
in & aboute Port Nellson we doe therefore require you to 
treat him wth. Respect & to cause all others under yr. 
Command to doe the like, he being now sent upon this 
Expedition by the order of his Royall Highness & the 
allowance of his Majesty. 

As soone as you arrive at Port Nellson you are to Deliver to 
Capt. Abraham the packet which is Directed to him and in 
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case of his Death or absence to Mr. James Walker but if 
neither of them are upon the place then you are to deliver the 
same to Mr. Geo. Geyer whome we have in such case apointed 
tc be Governour & who is to persue the Instructions & orders 
we have therein given & as we have nominated & apointed you 
to be one of the Councell so we doe expect you should be 
aideing & assisting to the utmost both wth. your ship person 
& advice dureing your stay in the Countrey in every thing 
relateing to the service of the Compa. & to observe from 
time to time the Orders & Directions of the Governour 
& Committee for the time being &c. wishing you a 
prosperous voyage & happy Returne we remaine your 
assured Friends 

JAMES HAYES Dept. Governour 

RICHARD CRADOCK 

WM. WALKER 

NICHOLAS HAYWARD 
Gravesend 14 May 1684 


Graves End 14 May 1684 

Mr. Radison 

By our letters to Capt. Abraham our Governour in Port 
Nellson we have given an account of your being receved into 
the service of our Compa. & have ordered him to use you wth. 
all respect, the like Commands we have given to Capt. Wm. 
Bond Commander of the Happy Returne upon which you are 
to take your passage to Port Nellson where we doubt not but 
you will contribute your utmost to the settlement of our affaires 
& the advancement of the Interest of the Compa. there aboute. 
But in regard we Judge it will be a worke of some time & not 
to be in any good measure effected in the few dayes which the 
ships that are to returne this season are by their Charter Partyes 
to stay in the Countrey we have according to what you your 
selfe have seemed [? to] advice thought fitt to order your 
wintering in the Countrey wthout. tying you to a precise time 
of returning home. It being your private Interest as well as 
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the Interest of the Compa. that there should be a good 
settlement & the Trade improved in and about Port Nellson 
before you leave that place but whensoever you shall intimate 
your desires to come home we shall readily comply therewith. 

By Order of the last Committee the agreement which was 
lately made wth. you was entred in the Compa. bookes,! an 
Authentick Coppie whereof we have ordered our Secretary 
to make & Deliver to you & wishing youa prosperous Voyage 
& good Success in your present undertakeing for the Compa. 
we remaine 


Yor. Assured Friends 

JAMES HAYES Dept. Govr. 

RICHARD CRADOCK 

WM. WALKER 

NICO. HAYWARD. 
Postscript. 

If the French men ? which you left behinde (by your prudent 

conduct) be brought to deliver up their Fort and all their 
beavor * which is in their possession and all the Goods belonging 


peecem .2.0., [X,.240-1. 

2A. 1/7, fo. 41, ata Committee, October 27, 1684, Radisson reported that on 
his arrival at Port Nelson in the summer there were zize Frenchmen there, and 
added that five had come to England on Captain Bond’s ship and three in 
Captain Outlaw’s. William Walker, senior, was ordered to provide them with 
“ Lodging & Dyet”. Cf. p. 138, where it is stated that eight Frenchmen were at 
Port Nelson, and Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, p. 223. Pére Silvy expected to 
find eight Frenchmen at Port Nelson (J. B. Tyrrell (ed.), Documents Relating to 
the Early History of Hudson Bay (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1931), 
p- 51). On December 17, 1684, the Committee ordered that four of the 
Frenchmen, viz. “ Anthony Doyon, Nicholas Legarée, Louis Creste, & Nicholas 
Baillarjon . . . being persons not capable to doe them [the Company] service ”, 
should each be given £25 “for to carry them home into their own Country ” 
(A. 1/8, fo. 6d.). Doyon apparently did not go to France as he was engaged by 
the Company on March 16, 168 5, but as he refused to take the oath of fidelity to 
the Company his contract was cancelled. The spelling of the Frenchmen’s 
_ Bames varies considerably in the Company’s archives. ; 

> Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, P- 334, William Yonge to the Committee of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, December 20, 1692, “ Arriveing at Port Nelson 
[1684], he [Radisson] Imediately put the Compies Agents into the Entire 
possession of that River, he brought away all the French into England, and all the 
Beaver & other furs which the french had Traded & gave them to the Compa. 
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to the Hudsons Bay Compa. we doe hereby give you power to 
promiss them such reasonable rewards as you shall thinke fitt 
& what tearmes you make wth. them we doe undertake shall be 
made good by the Compa. 
Capt. Wm. Bond is to deliver you a hogs. wine ! which is on 
board him for yr. use. 
Yr. Lo. Friends 

JA. HAYES Dept. Gover. 

RIGHMCRADOGK 

WM. WALKER 

NICO. HAYWARD 


A Commission to Capt. John Abraham to be Governour of 
Port Nellson in todid. verbis as to John Bridgar one sent 
ingrossed in Parchment by Capt. Bond, the other sent by 
Capt. Outlaw ingrossed in parch. both Dated 14 May 
1684 under the Common seale of the Compa. and thus 
subscribed 

By Order of the Deputy Governour 
& Committee of the Hudsons Bay 


Compa. 


Pp 
ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary 


without demanding any share for them selves. Though some men are of oppinion, 
since they were the product of theire own Labours, they had a Right to it all, 
which was sold for seaven thousand pounds.” Ibid., p. 268, Dr. Nute remarks : 
“© At the end of his life... Radisson seems to have been content, at least on 
the score of salary. He still felt that the Company owed him a very large sum for 
the beaver skins that he brought to them from the Bay in 1684. He died 
bequeathing that claim to his heirs”. 

1 A. 15/2, fo. ggd., April 18, 1684, “ Stores for Port Nellson Drs. to John & 
Ja. Lordell £6. 16s. — one hogs. red portugall wine which was shipped on board 
Capt. Wm. Bond for the use of Mr. Radison ”’. 
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Graves End 14 May 1684 
Capt. Leonard Edgcomb 
We haveing now laden on board your ship the John && 
Thomas whatever Goods provissions etc. we intend for this 
present Voyage for Hudsons Bay it is therefore our Desire 
& we doe hereby require you upon receipt of this our order 
to weigh your ankor & hasten from Graves end wth. all 
expedition as wind & weather will permitt endeavoring to 
make your first port Charleton Island in Hudsons Bay where 
when it shall please God you arrive in safty you are to deliver 
to the Governour then being our packett of letters with all such 
goods provissions etc. consigned to him, & to submitt your 
selfe to the Orders of the Governour 8& Councel] there dureing 
the time of yr. stay in those partes & also punctually to comply 
wth. your dispatches from thence, alwayes minding the limited 
time in your Charter Party, so not doubting but you will 
endeavor in all things contribute 8& contrive whatever may 
appeare advantageous to the Compa. you are to use your 
utmost endeavors to prevent and detect all private Trade and 
if you finde any interloping vessells whatsoever trading or 
sayleing within the Entrance into Hudsons Straights without 
the Lycence of the Compa. we doe by virtue of the power & 
Authority given us by the Kings Majesties Gratious letters 
Pattents of Incorporation require & authorize you to seize 
them & all the Goods on board them, the one halfe for the use 
of his Majesty, the other halfe for the use of the Governour & 
Compa. of Adventuros of England trading into Hudsons Bay, 
for the doeing whereof you shall be saved harmeless & 
Indemnified by the said Compa. agst. all such persons 
whatsoever that shall sue & impleade you for the same. We 
heartily wish you a prosperous Voyage thither & safe returne. 
Your very Loveing Friends 

JAMES HAYES Dept. Governour 

RICHARD * GRADOCK 

WM. WALKER 

NICHOLAS HAYWRAD 
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London 16 May 1684 
Governour Sergeant 


Sr. yours of the 13 Septemb. last by Capt. Walker (who 
arrived in October last) we have recd. by which we are advised 
his ill manidging that affaire in takeing Jenings the Interloper 
& his disrespect to you & your Family?! in your passage to 
Hudsons Bay which have caused us for this Expedition to lay 
him aside. 

Mr. Phill. Baylies narrative? of Port Nellson affaires gives 
us a great light to the French invading our Rights pray thank 
him for it. Weare sattisfied why you wintered not at Albany 
River but omit not to doe it the next winter and let your 
Residence be there where our Chiefe Trade is according to 
the Instructions you carried wth. you. 

When you meet wth. Mr. Knight & Mr. Vernor at Charleton 
Island the Generall Rendevouse. we doe expect not only a just 
account of what they & you have traded for & the Remaines 
of Merchantdizes but an account of all the stores & provissions 
which Governour Nixon did alwaies decline to our Detriment. 
all which accounts we require you to signe & not the Warehouse 
keepers. 

You desire power from us to reward persons according to 
merit which we alwaies keepe in our owne power But we are 
never unmindfull of any person that is recommended by the 
Governour to rewarde them according to merit as we have 
done Divers times upon Governour Nixons Certificates fully & 
ampley gratified all such to their contents and the like we shall 
doe upon your certificates. 

We are heartily troubled that Governour Nixon has altered 
the standard of Trade * which you tearme he hath advanced the 
standard of Trade but we know it will be a great Detriment to 


* See Introduction, p. xxxvi. It is not known exactly how many members were 
in Sergeant’s family, and as the Company’s account books do not reveal any 
particulars about them it is evident that he did not have to pay for their passages 
to or from Hudson Bay. Mention is made on p. 144 of Mrs. Sergeant and her 
companion or servant, Mrs. Maurice, who were the first English women known 
to have gone to Hudson Bay. See also pp. 353, 389-90. 

2 This has not been traced in the Company’s archives. 

Ree HBO. eee, 250, 
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us, we have strickly examined him and finde that he gives us a 
very slender account of that alteration, take all those arguments 
he musters up in his Councell booke as he calls it & you will 
finde them but weake. Likewise we have examined Geo. 
Geyer (upon the premisses) who was Chiefe at Rupert River, 
who assure us that the Indians he Traded wth. all (who Lye 
nerer the French then any factorey) were all pleased wth. 
the Goods they bought & the Quantety and no murmering 
amongst them or craveing more goods then then at other times 
Therefore we injoyne you to use all the Art & Dilligence you 
can to bring our Goods to the old Standard & also theirs and to 
fasilitate the business we have at this time sent you very good 
Goods choise goods as can be bought for money especially the 
Guns, Kettles, hatchets & knives in which we thinke we doe 
very much outvey the French and therefore we hope you will 
advance those goods above the Standard as our 34 foote guns 
to 9 beavors our 4 foote to 10 skins & the 44 foote to 11. & the 
5 foote 12 skins for they are surveyed without & within with 
all care that there is no faults in their stocks, locks or barrels 
and we have likewise sent you 40 fine guns such fashon as the 
Interloping guns but far surpasses them in goodness. 
Therefore we doe expect 10 skins for 34 foote guns & so 
proportionable for the Rest. Mr. Nixon has not only by this 
alteration debaced our Goods but advanced theirs as formerly 
we had 
8 Martin skins for a beaver now but 4 which are our best 
furrs & turnes best to accte. 
2 moose skins for a beavor & now but 1 moose 
12 musquash to a beavor which are here worth but 24d & 
we had need of 50 of them to a beavor. 
you complaine of the badness of butter we have this time 
mended that fault & sent you the best we cold get as wth. all 
our other Provissions. 

As to the IsingGlass Trade we finde as all your former 
Predecessors Governours, so you are very zealous in which 
though they were, yet to this Day nothing has beene done 
although we have every yeare ernestly desired it and for feare 
that that worke should be neglected we doe now order you to make 
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a Detachment of 10 men upon sight hereof & settle them in the 
Slood River upon the Island called by the natives Nestcutt 
menistick and by our people St. James Island which we 
understand from Mr. Geyer leyes very convenient for Trade and 
the Isingglass no place like it upon the East mane yet if you know a 
better place in the said River settle them there. ‘Ne wold have you 
remove therefr. John Driver, John Fullerton, & John Coalter 
from Rupert River & put 3 others in their places that are 
Engelish men & lett them have a copell of Carpenters & a 
smith for the building of a house & other good hands to such 
a number and set over them for Chiefe Mr. Brian Norbury 
whose sallery we have Augmented upon his uncle Mr. Wm. 
Norburies request to £25 a yeare pray let them have all sortes 
of Provissions and Merchantdizes sufficient for the supplying 
such a settlement and Trade for 12 m. and the next yeare by 
Gods helpe we purpose to supply them from hence as also an 
able man to manidge the Slood affaire in the meane whiles let 
John Keagle + be of the number you send & let him be trying 
what he can doe upon the same. 

The sixe servants you Entertained in the Compa. service 
(vizt.) John Roberts, Francis Leeson, Thomas Orchard, John 
Ward, John Fortman & Phill. Bayley we doe approve of at 
those wages you mention. 

We perceave you want but one Servant (vizt.) a Bricklayer, 
Richard Noldridge an old servant of ours that has beene 
formerly in the Compa. service & now desirous to goe againe 
we have entertained him for 4 yeares at £18 yeare his wages to 
commence at his arrivall in the Bay. 

The Invoice of Goods you say that is wanting in the 
Countrey we Judge is very Extravagant for your Advicer has 
done it without consideration as in some things we will touch 
upon to make you sensible of the rest. 
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Tircounall 
See H.B:S., VIII, 67, 68, 300. 
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Now consider what quantety you sell in a yeare 


at 14 
atl 26 
ab AR 324 

363 in all 


And by your Accte. there are 962 remaineing in the Countrey 
(though our bookes mentions 991) yet take your Accte. thereof 
there are enough to last you above 2 yeares and a halfes Trade 
& now we are upon this subject we wold have you remove our 
Merchantdizes & likewise Provissions which does exceed two 
yeares supply from one Factorey to the other where is most 
need as at RR 118 guns & sell but 13 inayeare at HI 414 & 
sell but 26 in a yeare at both which places they Ley & rust to 
our Detriment & remove them to Albany River where our 
Chiefe Trad is only leaveing 2 yeares supplie of such guns as 
doe most usially sell and so for shott you have remaineing 
39945 li. by your accte. (though ours mention 45047 li.) and 
you sell at 


820. lt 
Lap al 485 
RR jgelele) 


9735 li. in a yeare 


which remainder of shott is sufficient for 4 yeares Trade by 
your owne computation and yet you write for HI 19600 li. 
& sell but 485 li. in a yeare & there you have remaineing li. 
13675 Mr. Knight writes for 21 500 li. and he sells but 82 50 li. 
and there is remaineing at his Factorey 26386 li. by both 
which examples we think may convince you of such extravigant 
Demands and so many other sortes of goods our Rules have 
beene & shall be to supply you with all sortes of Merchantdizes 
for 2 yeares yet we have in some goods exceeded those Rules 
this yeare as in guns shott & powder etc. 

The Invoice of Goods we sent you in the yeare 1682 you 
mention are a great many Errors as in Chest HI 60 plaine 
coates but our Invoice here is Right as you mention 30 plaine 
coates & 30 laced which is mistaken to you in writeing of it 
out & not in the Tale. in caske no. 149 we doe affirme are 
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99 Kettles by our Tale & in no. 183 you say is mentioned in 
the Invoice 100 hatchetts short we finde they were 100 
hatchets in the same of 2 li. hatchetts but no more and yet by 
Tale you finde them but 95 which are 5 hatchetts mistaken it 
seemes yet by the number of hatchetts we bought of Mr. S. Bt 
we finde eight here. the hawkes bells you mention were not in 
No. 151. but were in No. 165 & in that caske you will finde 
2000 hawks bells which we bought of our Ironmonger. you 
mention in No. CC. 208 wanting 48 li. beads & in chest no. 
172 a coate wanting & in chest no. 212 8 scaines twine & in 
no. 238 two p. wadmall mittens & in no. 214 lines 50 & not 
acquainteing us how much of each of those Goods are in those 
nos. which if you had done we had the better able to have 
Judged what we had wanted in the whole no. 229 guns we 
finde but 26 in our Invoice here how it comes to pass its 
mentioned 29 must be mistaken by coppying of it out. 

The Merchantdize Goods saved in the Interloper we wold 
have them sold an account kept a parte of the same, as to 
stores saved keepe them till we give you order for their 
Disposall, the Provissions saved you must expend but take 
notice of the weight of each kinde and send us an account of 
the same. 

As to your request to have the Indians supplied with pease 
and other Provissions from our Factories we answer we wold 
have you supply them with as much as they wold have so you 
sell the same against their Goods and so you doe not suffer our 
Factories to want by so doeing if you cold in the future bring 
them to Trade for Provissions we wold alwaies supply you wth. 
more yearely then we doe of which you may acquainte them, 
when they are in want we must leave it to your Discretion to 
give what is fitting but then let us know what you yearly give 
away which hitherto your Predecessors kept us in the 
Darke. 

Thus haveing fully answered your letter we will now 
acquainte you we have here inclosed sent you an Invoice? of 
Goods laden on board the Fohu & Thomas Leonard Edgecomb 


‘Samuel Banner. See H.B.8, IX, passim. 
See H.B.S., IX, 289-99. 
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mr. now bound for Charleton Island in Hudsons Bay two bills 
of lading goes also inclosed and the Coppy of his Charter Party 
by which you will see what conditions the Mr. is bound to the 
Compa. & the time when you must dispatch him from thence 
which we pray doe wth. all expedition that hired shipps may 
be incorridged to serve us for that which sticks most wth. them 
is the feare of not being dispatcht out of the Bay in time. 
Capt. Edgcombs chiefe mate is Richard Lucas whome we have 
entertained in our service for 3 yeares who is to returne in the 
same ship in the same quallety as he went out. we have also 
sent Michel Gryminton back being an old servant & may be 
very usefull to you who knowes well the Navigations to Hayes 
Island and Albany River whose Industry & care in Discovering a 
new (F bolder River to that Factorey we have recompensed for his 
paines and shall all such as makes us new Discoveries. we wold 
have you place him in the Yatch in John Brownsons place who 
is to come home and in a better vessell when it falls out which 
we must leave to your Discretion for we have a good opinion 
of him. 

The Goods we have now sent you are very good cost us 
much more then formerly as we have mentioned in the former 
parte of our letter Therefore we wold have you indeavor what 
leyes in your power to bring our Goods to the old Standard 
and our care shall be alwaies to send you that which is good 
and your care must be to keepe our Goods in good repaire at 
your owne Factorey & charge the heads of the other Factories 
to Doe the like especially our wrought iron wares as guns 
knives & hatchets etc. that they grow not rusty in the winter 
time make all hands worke sufter none to live an idle life 
amongst you & keepe our wares so that they may be fitt to sell 
upon all occations you have Gun smithes & smithes to each 
Factorey let them not nor any other eate the bread of Idleness 
amongst you & keepe those iron wares as nere the fire as you 
can. 

The hatchets, knives & guns are much amended, and doe 
not Doubt but those now sent will answer your & the Indians 
expectations to the full. 
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We have sent you by Mr. Knights Directions 100 party 
Cullerd coates which are not so many as he writ for yet we 
Judge enough for a triall as 75 mens & 25 boyes when he last 
went over he fansied white Coates wold be a Commodity wth. 
the Indians which caused us to make up a great many but we 
doe not finde one of them sold which is our Detriment 
Therefore we wold have you be very exact in your advice as to 
the species & quantety of goods you wold have us send our 
care shall be you shall not want 2 yeares of all vendable goods 
but we wold not supply you so as for 5 yeares every shipping 
which dranes our stock and greater charge in shipping. 

At this time we have sent you no flower nor pease Governor 
Nixon affrmeing to us there is sufficient in the Country for 
4 yeares and stores we have sent you butt little we wold have 
you at sight hereof take an account of all our Provissions in 
each Factorey that so we may provide all things necessary wth. 
Judgment and not hand over head as we formerly have done 
and so yearly as you doe the Merchantdizes what consumption 
there is made of each species & quantety and the remaines. 

Take what care you can that our servants live sober lives in 
the Factorey and the like charge we give to the Chiefe of the 
Rest and suffer none to play at Cards & Dice for their wages 
or for Goods they take up in the Factorey which must be 
Deducted out of their wages to their & their poore families 
prejudice which charge we now give you because we finde in 
paying of our Servants wages Severall Deductions have beene 
made out of their severall wages for bills they have drawen 
upon the Compa. as the last returne no less then 3 bills pble. to 
Thos. Phips one amongst the Rest drawen by Dr. Ker of £14 
pble. to Thomas Phipps which we have pd. and inquireing 
how he came indebted to him such a summe he tells us he lost 
it at play one Night at Cards which to prevent in the future we 
declare we will not accept & pay bills that shall be charged 
upon us except you are a wittness to the same and before you 
signe the same make inquiery how such a debt was contracted 
& if it arrise by play signe them not which resolution of ours 
we wold have you publish to all. 

In the account of sales you sent us we are sattisfied as it is an 
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account Currant or a Collection of the whole which we wold 
have you constantly follow yet we must tell you we are not 
sattisfyed in that only because it is not perticular enough for 
take that account of Albany River you mention 243 guns sold 
at 8 beavor 51 at 9 beavor & 30 at 10 beavor not expressing 
what kinde of guns they are whither 35 foote guns, 4, 44 or 5 
foote guns Chissells 316 at 2 beavor & not mentioning what 
Chissells whither large, midle or small Chissells, Roles of 
Tobacco 165 at 83 beavor & not mentioning how many pound 
in the role, 824 hatchets at 2 beavor not mentioning 2 li, 
hatchets, 13 li. or 1 li. hatchets, & so shott 8250 li. are 165 
caskes at 10 beavor by Caske & not mentioning what sort of shot 
whither Bristoll, Calliver goods, etc., by which hudling acct. we 
cannot discerne what sorte of Goods goes of best which alwaies 
has beene a fault in your Predecessors which we expect other 
things from you because you are Intelligent in Trade and that 
we may the better provide with Judgment what is wanting. 

We wold have you yearely acquainte us what presents are 
remaineing in the Countrey & what yearely distribute. 

We intreate you use all possible meanes to increase our 
Trade by useing all just wayes to promote it we know your 
affable carriage to the Natives will win & gaine upon them & 
we doe not Doubt but you will use your utmost indeavor which 
will not only redounde to our proffitt & advantage but in the 
end to yr. owne. 

Wee have sent this Expedition two shipps for Port Nellson. 
The Happy Returne 100 tons Wm. Bond Commander and the 
Lucey 120 Tons John Outlaw Commander and hands sufficient 
to settle that Factorey amongst which Geo. Geyer whome we 
have charged upon his settlement there to acquainte you by an 
express of an Indian their condition and upon his arrivall we 
wold have you returne the Governour there yours. 

In the Invoice you send home of goods shipt instead of 
Martin skins call them in your Invoice Vissers for Martins 
skins pay greater custome then Vissers & Vissers which you 
call Martins skins we alwaies tearme in our bookes vissers. 

Here inclosed goes the Kings letter he write unto the 
Governmt. of New England on behalfe of the Compa. to 
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prevent all Interlopers comeing from thence since which that 
Governemt. has seized upon young Gillam.t 
here inclosed also a Coppy of a letter to Capt. John Abraham 
whome we have constituted Governour & James Walker his 
Deputy Governour at Port Nellson by which you will see we 
have entertained Mos. Piere Espirit Radison who was the 
person that invaded our Right at Port Nellson & submitting 
himselfe to us we have this Expedition sent him to reduce the 
French to us. we have no more but Committing you to Gods 
protection we remaine your loveing and affectionate friends 
JA. HAYES Deputy Governr. 
RICHARD CRADDOCK 
WM. WALKER 
NICHOLAS HAYWARD 


or. James diayes.* 
Honoured Sr. 

Mr. Young haveing this Day communicated to us at a 
Committee severall letters from your selfe, we are extreamely 


1A.1/7, fo. 34d.,ata Committee, July 5, 1684, “ Sr. James Hayes communicated 
to this Committee a letter from the Governour of New-England Dated the 
7th May last importing the arrivall of young Gillam there which he caused to be 
arrested etc.” "The Company apparently dropped all charges against Benjamin 
Gillam, for later (see p. 163), he was named as an English subject occupying 
Port Nelson previous to Radisson’s arrival there in 1682. P.R.O., C.O. 1/66, 
No. 115 and C.O. 135/1, pp. 36-42, contain copies in French of Gillam’s 
account of his harsh treatment by the French at Port Nelson and copies of a 
minute by Governor de la Barre, dated October 15/25, 1683, ordering his ship to 
be restored on condition that he sailed for Boston immediately. See also Hist. 
MSS. Comm., VII, p. 298, Lord Preston to Mr. Secretary Jenkins, Paris, 
March 8, 1684 (French style), “...To what you were pleased to demand 
concerning the authenticknesse of the petition of the master of the ship of Boston, 
to the Governour of Canada, I can answer that nothing can be more authentique 
than it is, it having been copied from an original, which I believe Radison or des 
Groziliers brought over hither, and which, I believe, they did not think would 
have fallen into my hands, because I hear that they are concerned that it hath 
gotten abroad...” 

2Cf. A. 1/7, fo. 36d., at a Committee, August 27, 1684, “ Severall letters 
were now Read from Sr. James Hayes relateing to his Correspondencey with 
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sensible of the Hazardos condition in which the Compa. 
affaires stand & since we have nothing left but to play an after 
game & we conceive it much ouer Interest to possess our Court 
forthwith of the Injuries we have suffered and more we feare & 
there upon to renew the sollicitations at the French Court we 
have reason to beleeve it cannot be so effectually done as by 
your personall Attendance at Court & therefore haveing 
encouragemt. from your owne letters to Desire this trouble of 
you, we doe unanimously intreate you immediately to repaire to 
Wincheste & there by all meanes possible to sollicite vigorously 
that some suitable Resentment may be made of our condition 
& agreable orders there upon sent to my Ld. Ambassondr. at 
Paris? Sr. the perticuler way of proceedure you need not be 
instructed in only expedition is very necessary & it will be a 
great pointe obtained to have our Court engaged in the matter 
before hand in case (which we have to much cause to feare) 
there come a deplorable account of our affaires when our shipps 
are expected home. we heartily Kiss your hands Sr. yr. 
affectionate Friends & servants 

EDWARD DERING? 

WM. YOUNGE 

RICHARD CRADOCK 
Hudsons Bay house GER. WEYMANS 
the 27 August 1684 NICO. HAY WARD 

TORN CET TEN 

WM. WALKER 


Mr. Temple the Lord Prestons Secretary concerning Mos. Radisson & Goosbury 
Ordered Sr. James Hayes be written unto desireing him to make his application 
to his Royall Highaess on behalfe of the Compa. which was now accordingly 
done & subscribed by this Committe.” 

* Richard Graham, Viscount Preston (1648-95), Envoy Extraordinary to 
the Court of France. See D.N.B. 

2 Sir Edward Dering, Kt. A biography will appear in a later volume in this 
series. 
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a Narrative of the French Action at Port Nellson which was 
presented by Sr. James Hayes to the King at Winchester 
25 Septemb. 1684. 


Mons. Delabarr Governour of Canada by his letters of the 
11th Novemb. 1682. complained at the Court of France, that 
the Hudsons Bay Compa. of England, Did begin to make 
habitations & to erect Forts upon the Lands of the King his 
Master within the said Bay, in which course if they proceeded, 
he said he wold drive them out of the Country by force, But 
he Desired his Majesty of great Brittaine might be advertised 
thereof, he being unwilling to doe any thing that should 
Displease, except he were forced thereunto. 

An Abstract of which letter was Delivered at this Court, as a 
memoriall of complaint, & the French Ambassador did press 
very instantly for an answer thereto. And his Majesty by 
Sr. Lionel Jenkins then Secretary returned an answer setting 
forth his owne & his Subjects undoubted Right to Hudsons 
Bay, & to the lands & Territories there aboute, and Did 
perticulerly assert the Interest of the Hudsons Bay Compa. 
therein, unto which answer, there being no reply made, it was 
reasonabley supposed, there should have been no more trouble 
given upon that subject. 

But it was soone after Discovered, that severall monethes 
before the Date of Mos. Debarrs letter, two shipps from 
Canada had sayled into the Bay, and had fallen upon a Factorey 
belonging to the said Compa. which was settled in Port Nellson, 
taken the chiefe Factor there, & all his men Prisoners, & 
treated them with great Inhumanity, & burnt a fort which they 
had there built & possessed themselves of all the Provitions & 
Goods of the Company, & set up the Ensignes of his most 
Christian Majesty upon the place under pretence of his 
Authority & the Comission of the Governour of Canada. 

Where upon his Majesty at the petition of the Hudsons Bay 
Compa. sent his Commands to the Lord Viscount Preston his 
Majestyes Envoy extraordinary at the Court of France, to 
represent the Isult & Injuries done by the subjects of that 
crowne, to the said Compa. & to Demand Justice and 


SEPTEMBER 25, 16384 ea 


reparation for the same, which his Lordship pressed by severall 
memorialls, but could obtaine no other answer then that his 
most Christian Majesty must heare from the Governour of 
Canada before he could answer those Demands. 

The Hudsons Bay Compa. thereupon made fresh petition 
to his Majesty wherein they prayed that the Lord Preston 
might have Directions sent him Instantly to press his most 
Christian Majesty to Issue his orders to those of his Subjects 
who had by violence taken possession of Port Nellson, to 
withdraw themselves peaceabley from thence (which orders 
the said Compa. wold take care to convey) and farther that 
Comands might be sent to Mons. Delabarre that he should 
permitt no such Injuries to be done from thence upon his 
Majestyes subjects for the future, which petition his Majesty 
thought soe, reasonable, that Directions were sent to the Ld. 
Preston to present a memoriall agreeable thereunto, which his 
Lordship did accordingly, but cold obtaine no other answer 
but such as had beene given to his former memorialls, and 
Mons. De Seignelay ? at that time goeing for Thoulon, nothing 
further was to be expected till his Returne, but his Lordship 
being shortly after to follow the Courte, to Valenciennes, few 
Dayes before his Departure, two Gentlemen very well knowne 
to his Lordship, brought him a proposition in writeing (which 
they also assured his Lordship wold be made good) importing 
that one Des Grosiliers and his brother Radison, who had 
conducted that action at Port Nellson should under the 
Passporte of the Hudsons Bay Compa. returne to Port 
Nellson and fetch from thence the french they had left behinde 
them, and a certaine time was also therein proposed wherein 
the Compa. should receive sattisfaction for the Damage by 
them sustained, which proposition was communicated by the 
Lord Preston, to the Earle of Sunderland,? and soone after 
when the Companies shipps were ready to sayle for the Bay, 


1 See pp. 245-50, and H.B.8., 1X, 190-1. 

Jean Baptiste Colbert, Marquis de Seignelay, son of “‘ the great Colbert”, 
who died in September, 1683. 

3 Robert Spencer, second Earl of Sunderland (1640-1702), Secretary of 
State (Northern Department). See D.N.B. 
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Radison came to London, and tendered his service to the 
Compa. to goe over upon their ships & without farther trouble 
to bring away all those of his Nation that he had left behinde 
where upon he was presented to his Majesty & his Royall 
Highness & haveing done every thinge whereby he might 
conciliate, credit & confidence, he was the last spring sent 
upon a ship belonging to the Compa. to effect what he had 
undertaken, that being Judged the most gentle way of putting 
an end to that business without engageing the crownes any 
farther therein. 

But since his Departure the Compa. have received 
Intelligence that Mons. Delabarre was resolved both by sea— 
and Land to reinforce the Invasion that had beene made upon 
the Compa., which is proved by originall letters of his owne 
to one Mr. Bradstreet Governour of New-England, which he 
hath transmitted hither and which doe very plainely Detect 
the Designes of the French & that whatsoever is pretended, 
they will both by Fraude and force endeavor the ruine of the 
Engelish Factorey in the Bay & will also in a short time 
accomplish it, unless by his Majestyes gratious & vigorous 
interposition it be timely prevented.? 


To the Kings most Excellente Majesty. 
The Humble Petition of the Governour & Company of 
Adventurers of England Trading into Hudsons Bay. 
Sheweth 
That the Petitioners have made former Complaints to your 
Majesty of great Injuries done to them by the French from 


1 Hist. MSS. Comm., Vil, p. 315, Preston to Sunderland, Paris, October It 
(October 1, English style), 1684, “ I shall as your lordship instructs me take care 
to pursue the directions which I have formerly received concerning the violence 
acted upon his Majesty’s subjects at Port Nelson, and also solicit that orders may 
be sent to the Governor of Canada not to continue his hostilities against them 
there, tho’ notwithstanding the plausible answer which I received to my last offices 
passed upon this subject, 1 am under fears that Monsr. de la Barre will scarce 
be ordered to quit the possession of what he hath so unjustly seiz’d in Hudson’s 
Bay; but that he may rather by sending more forces thither, as he intimateth 
in his letter to the Governor of Boston, endeavour to assure his conquest.” 
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Canada, who in the yeare 1682 Did invade their rightfull 
possession within Hudsons streights, destroyed their Fort at 
Port Nellson, tooke away their Goods & provitions & carryed 
away their servants Prisoners and sett up the Ensignes of his 
most Christian Majesty in that Countrey, under pretence of 
his Authority and the Com. of the Governour of Canada, by 
which violent & unjust proceedings your Petitioners have 
beene Damnified to the vallew of at least £10000 whereupon 
your Majesty hath beene gratiously pleased to cause Memorialls 
to be Delivered at the Court of France, and sattisfaction to be 
Demanded, but hitherto none hath beene obtayned. 

That after the French had Committed that Insult, and 
before the Petitioners had any Intelligence of it, the Petitioners 
Did set out another vessell for Port Nellson with men & 
Necessaries to reinforce their Factorey there, who finding all 
things destroyed & haveing no account how it had happened, 
they applyed themselves to build a new Fort and to make a 
fresh settlement, which whilest they were in doing some of 
those Canada French Did from the Woods, which lay neere, 
kill out right two of their servants,! 8& had designed the 
Destruction of the Rest, if by the providence of God, it had not 
beene prevented But it hath so happened that the Petitioners 
have the last summer without any hostility or violence gotten 
the quiet possession of that place by the voluntary surrender 
of those, who were imployed in takeing it, their owne 
Employers at Canada haveing sent them no reliefe, but left 
them exposed and by that meanes, the Petitionrs. have arrived 
at the perfect Discovery of those who set on foote that Piraticall 
expedition,” to witt, Charles Aubert De la Chenay one Chanjon 
Factor for one Jiton Merchant at Rochell, the Scieur Saurell, 
who ts since Dead, & the scieur Petit De Brune, Merchts. & 
Traders at Canada; & that they had no authority from his 
most Christian Majesty or from the Governour of Canada, but 
that the said Dela Chenay & his said Partners & Accomplices 


1 See Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, p. 223. 

* See Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, pp. 186-7, 196-7, where the promoters’ 
names are given as De La Chenaye, Pierre de Saurel [or Sorel], Guillaume 
Chanjon, Jean Gitton, and Joseph Petit [Bruneau]. 
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did contrive & sett out that expedition & gave all the necessary 
orders and Instructions for the same, the very originalls whereof 
are come to the hands of the Petitioners ready to be produced 
if there shall be occation 
May it therefore please your Majesty to send Commands 
to the Lord Viscount Preston your Majestys Envoy at 
the Court of France to Demand reparation agst. the said 
De la Chenay & his said Partners, & that the Governour 
of Canada be required to exact sattisfaction from them or 
their Estates; & that absolute Commands be sent to the 
said Governour not to suffer any shipps from thence to 
sayle into Hudsons straights for the future to violate or 
Disturbe the Rights & possessions of your Majestyes 
Subjects in those partes. 
And your Petitioners shall ever pray. 
The above Petition was presented to his Majesty the 21 
Novembr. 1684. 


Extract of a letter from the Earle of Sunderland to my Lord 
Viscount Preston Dated at Whitehall First Decemb. 1684.7 


I am Commanded by his Majesty to send you the Inclosed 
Petition of the Hudsons Bay Compa., upon which you are to 
give a memoriall representing the substance of what is therein 
alledged and Demanding reparation agst. Charles Aubert Dela 
Chenay & the other persons mentioned in the said Petition & 
that Orders be sent to the Governour of Canada to exact 
sattisfaction from them or their Estates for the Depredations 
& violences they have committed in prejudice to the said 
Compa., as also not to suffer any shipps from thence to sayle 
into Hudsons Straights for the future to violate or Disturbe 
the Right & possession of our Subjects in those partes. 

1 Hist. MSS. Comm., VU, p. 323, Preston to Sunderland, Paris, December 16 
(December 6, English style), 1684, “... I shall also as your lordship directeth, 
prepare a memorial forthwith, upon what the Hudson’s Bay Company have 


represented to the King in their petition, a copy of which I have received, and I 
shall demand reparations against the persons named in it. . .” 
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To the Kings Most Excellent Majesty 1 

The Humble address of the Deputy Governor and 

Committee of the Hudsons Bay Company. 

May it please your Majesty 
Wee your Majestyes most Loyall & obedient Subjects in 

the great Sense of our Duty & heighest obligations doe most 
unfainedly congratulate your Majestyes glorious & peaceable 
ascending the throne of your most serene Ancestors whereunto 
the Providence of Almighty God and your owne undoubted 
title hath now advanced you. And as we Doubt not of your 
Majestyes gratious and powerfull Protection, so we will never 
faile to shew our most Dutifull allegiance to the Crowne & 
Dignity both in payng our Customes and rendring all Dutifull 
obedience with our lives & Fortunes to your Majesty And also 
in praying for your Majestys Long and happy Reigne. 


The above Address was made to his Majesty the 20h Feér. 
1684 as see in Minute booke 23 February 1684 and Ordered 
to be here Ingrossed.? 


A Coppy of a Memoriall Delivered by the French Ambassadr. 
7/17 April 1685. Port Nellson.? 
Sire 

Le Soussigné Ambassadeur De France a Receu Ordre Du 
Roy Son Maistre d’informer vostre Majte. qu’il survint des 


‘King Charles II died on February 6, 1685, and was succeeded by his 
brother, James, Duke of York. On his accession James resigned from the 
Governorship of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

7A. 1/8, fo. 17, at a Committee, Monday, February 23, 1685, “ Sr. James 
Hayes, Sr. Edward Dering, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Wyse & Mr. Walker make reporte 
that according to the Desire of the last Committee they made their humble 
Address to the King on Friday last, being Introduced by his Grace the Duke of 
Albemarle who were very gratiously received & had the Honour to kiss his 
Majestyes hand. Ordered the Secretary Ingross the said Address in the 
Companies bookes.” 

3 There is another copy in P.R.O., C.O. 1135/1, p. 155. For a narrative of the 
events at Port Nelson after the departure of Radisson and Groseilliers for Quebec 
in 1683 until the summer of 1684, see Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, pp. 222-6. 
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difficultes l’année passée entre les Francois et les Anglois de la 
Baye D’Hudson au Sujet d’un Establissementa l’Emboucheure 
d’La Riviere de Nelson, esgalement pretendu par les Deux 
Nations, et on convint en ce temps la, que chacun demeureroit 
ou il se trouveroit estably Cependant Le nommé Radison 
Francois apres avoir pris l’adieu du Collonel Dunguen? 
commandant a Baston, entra l’anneé derniere dans Ladite 
Riviere de Nelson et ayant surpris les Francois dans leur 
habitation, la detruisit, et s’en rendit le Maistre, apres avoir 
enlevé trente Francois, qui y estoient; il comme de pareilles 
Violences autorisées par ceux qui comandent pour Le Roy 
d’Angleterre, pourroient avoir des Suites contraires a La 
bonne correspondance, qui est entre Sa Majté., et sa Majté. 
Britannique, Ledit Ambassadeur supplie Supplie vostre 
Majté. d’envoyer des Ordres au Commandant de Baston pour 
empesher que de pareils Actes d’hostilité n’arrivent a l’advenir. 
Fait a Londres a 17th Avril 1685. 
BARILLON. 


Sr. James Hayes Answer to the above French Memoriall in a 
letter to the Earle of Sunderland 7/17 April 1685. 
My Lord 

We have perused the Memoriall lately presented by the 
French Ambassador, of which your Lordship gaves us a Coppy 
wherein we finde that he hath enformed his Majesty that the 
last yeare there were some troubles, betweene the French and 
Engelish in Hudsons Bay touching a Settlement made at Port 
Nellson (which as he expresses it) was equally pretended to by 
both Nations, And he doeth also afirme there was an Agrement 
made at the same time, that both Nations should remaine quiet 
in the places were possessed.? Notwithstanding which 
Agreement he sayes, That one Radison a French man by the 
Lycence of one Coll. Dungan Governor of Boston, Did the 


1 Thomas Dongan (1634-1715), soldier and colonial governor of New York, 
1682-88. See Dictionary of American Biography. 
S Ch p..240; fats 
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last yeare enter into the said river of Port Nellson, where finding 
30 French men, he tooke them and Destroyed their habitations. 
And for as much as such Violences authorised by those who 
Command for the King of England, may have Consequences 
contrary to the good Correspondence which is betweene the 
King his Master, and his Majesty of great Brittaine. His 
Excellencey desires his Majesties Orders to the Governor of 
Boston to hinder all such Acts of Hostility for the future. 

This my Lord being the effect of the Memoriall, we have 
according to your Lordshipps Directions prepared the 
following answer. 

In the first place we doe Deny that the French have any 
colour of pretence to the River of Port Nellson, and it hath 
ben the subject of many Memorialls, which have bene sent 
from his late Majesty, to the King to set forth the Title of his 
Majesty and his Subjects both to Port Nellson and all Hudsons 
Bay, and to Demand sattisfaction, for the Invasions & 
violencies lately done to the Hudsons Bay Compa. by the 
Subjects of his most Christian Majtie. from Canada, where 
unto no answer hath been hitherto returned. So that there 
cannot be the least collour that any such Agreement was made 
as 1s pretended in the French Memoriall. 

In the next place what is affirmed concerneing Radison that 
he went to port Nellson by Order of Collonell Dungan 
Governor of Boston, and that he destroyed the Habitations of 
the French and tooke 30 men from thence, we wonder to see 
such things Delivered in a solemne Memoriall, when the Facts 
are so notoriously mistaken. For neither is Coll. Dungan 
Governor of Boston, neither did Radison ever correspond with 
him in the least, neither did he destroy any of the habitations 
of the French, or offer the least violence to them. 

But true it is that in the yeare 1682 the said Radison and 
others in two French Barques, did sayle from Canada, being 
set out by one La Chinay and other private Merchants of that 
Countrey, and did enter the River of Port Nellson, and did 
destroy the Habitations of the Hudsons Bay Compa. & tooke 
all the Goods & provissions belonging to them, and carry away 
severall of his Majestyes Subjects Prisoners to Canada, and 
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tho’ it hath beene confessed, that they had no Authority either 
from the French King or from the Governor of Canada, but 
were no better then Pyrates and thereupon Justice hath beene 
Demanded both by formall process at Canada, and by severall 
Memorialls, which have beene by his late Majestyes speciall 
Command delivered upon that subject at the Court of France, 
yet no sattisfaction hath beene hitherto obtained. 

But it is also true that the said Radison, being (as he 
complained) ill used at his returne by those who employed him 
in that Expedition from Canada, did appley himselfe to the 
Hudsons Bay Compa. of England, whom he had formerly for 
many yeares served, and Desired to be taken againe into their 
Employment. and was the last Spring set out from hence for 
Port Nellson, where finding the French men, (being only 
eight persons ! which he had left behinde him the yeare before) 
in distressed circumstances, and without reasonable hopes of 
any reliefe from those who emploied them, notwithstanding 
those very persons had done great Injuries to the Hudsons 
Bay Compa., yet the said Radison became an Instrument to 
preserve them, and they were brought safe to England the last 
October, upon the Companies shipps and at the Companies 
charge. 

This my Lord being the true state of the case, we most 
humbley desire your Lordship to move his Majesty to send his 
effectual Orders to the Ld. Preston who is now Envoy 
Extraordinary at the Court of France, to reinforce the 
Memorialls which have beene formerly Delivered by his 
Lordship in our favor & to press very instantly for such 
reparation & sattisfaction to be made to the Hudsons Bay 
Company, as hath been formerly Demanded. 

By Command of the Governor,? Dept. Governor 
& Committee of the Hudsons Bay Compa. 
ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary. 


e Cian. 127, Weds 

2 John, Lord Churchill, afterwards Duke of Marlborough, was elected to suc- 
ceed the Duke of York as Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Company on April 2, 
1685. 
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A Coppie of a Memoriall about the Hudsons Bay Company 
Delivered to Monsr. Barillon 6 May 1685 

4 Whitehall ce 6 de May 1685 
Monsieur 

Le Roy ayant veu et examiné le Memoire que V.E. luy a 
presenté le 17me du Mois passé, Sa Mate. m’ordonne d’y 
faire La Response qui suit 

Que pour ce qui est de la Riviere du Port de Nelson S.M. 
et ses Sujets en ont de tout temps reclamé la Possession et 
proprieté comme on peut voir par plusieurs Memoirers, qui 
ont esté presentez la dessus au Roy Tres-Chrestien, exposant 
les Pretentions et droit de S.M. et de ses Sujets tant 4 l’esgard 
du Port de Nelson, que de toute La Baye de Hudson, et 
Demandant satisfaction des violences et Invasions commises 
contre la Compagnie de la Bay de Hudson, par les Sujets du 
Roy Tres-Chrestien establis 4 Canada, a quoy on n’a pas encore 
respondu, de sorte qu’il n’y a pas Le moindre proteste 
pour dire, que l’on estoit convenu, que chacun demeureroit 
ou il se trouveroit establi, comme on allegue dans ledit 
Memoire. 

Quant a l’esgard de Radison, qu’on pretend avoir esté au 
Port De Nelson, par ordre du Collonell Dungan, Governeur 
De Boston, et y avoit ruiné les Plantations des Francois, C’est 
une Erreur d’une notorieté publique, puisque le Colonel 
Dungan n’est pas Governeur de Boston, et que Radison ne 
s’est jamais entendu avec luy, ny destruit aucune des Plantations 
des Sujets de France, ny mesmes attenté de leur faire aucune 
violence. 

Il est bien vray qu’en l’an 1682 ledit Radison, et Autres 
firent voile de Canada, dans Deux Barques Francoises, 
equippées par le nommé La Chenay, et quelques autres 
Particuliers de cette Colonie, et entrerent dans La Riviere du 
Port de Nelson, ou ils ravagerent les Plantations de La 
Compagnie de La Baye de Hudson, prirent leurs Effets et 
Provissions, et emmenerent divers Sujets de S.M. Prisonniers 
4 Canada, et quoy que l’on ait avoué, qu’ils n’avoyent aucun 
Ordre ny Pouvoir du Roy Tres-Chrestien, ny du Governeur de 
Canada, pour en user ainsy, et que par consequent ils ne 
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pouvoyent estre considerez que comme Pirates, Cependant 
lorsque l’on a demandé Justice de toutes ces violences tant a 
Canada, par voye de Process en bonne forme, que par divers 
Memoires donnez par le Ministre de S.M. en France, |’on 
n’en a pas jusqu’a cette heure obtenu satisfaction. I] est ausy 
vray, que Radison s’estant plaint 4 son retour du mauvais 
Traitement, qu’il avoit receux de ceux, qui l’avoient employé 
dans l’expedition susd. de Canada, s’addressa 4 la Compagnie 
Angloisé de La Baye de Hudson, qu’1l avoit autrefois servie 
durant plusieurs Années, les priant de le reprendre a leur 
service, on l’envoya d’icy le Prinstemps passé pour le Port de 
Nelson, ou ne trouvant que huiet Francois, qu'il y avoit laissez 
l’anneé precedente, qui estoyent en grande Muisere, et sans 
esperance d’estre secourus ny assistez par ceux qui les avoyent 
employez, ledit Radison prit soin de les conserver, (non 
obstant le Tort et Dommage qu’ils avoyent faite 4 La 
Compagnie De La Baye De Hudson) en les envoyant en 
Angleterre au Mois d’Octobre dernier, les ayant embarquez 
dans les vaisseaux de La Compagnie, ou ils furent defrayez aux 
depens d’icelle. C’est pour quoy S.M. espere de la Justice 
et de l’Amitié du Roy Tres Chrestien, qu’il ordonnera, que 
Reparation soit faite, et satisfaction donnéea Ladite Compagnie 
conformement aux Diverses Instances qui ont autre fois esté 
faites sur ce sujet. 
Je suis 
Monsr. 
De'V # Excevetc 
SUNDERLAND. 


London 22 May 1685 
Mr. Henry Sergeant 
Ie. 
Yours of the 29th August 1 last we have recd. by the John and 
Thomas Leonard Edgcombe Mr. with the Cargo in her which 


1 This letter has not been traced in the Company’s archives. 
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is according to Invoice, for which God be praised. We have 
recd. your of the Accts. Remaines of our Merchantdizes, 
stores and Provissions, in which you have done well. But 
your Demands of Merchantdizes, are yet by your owne 
shewing very extravagant an error whereof you were guilty the 
yeare before, of which we gave you Instances in many 
perticulars by our letters the 16th May 1684. Though you 
take not the least notice of it, in your answer, but instead thereof 
make Demands which are more extravagant then the former, 
without giveing any reason for it, and which therefore if we 
should compley with all, we should not Act like men of reason. 
But however we have at this time furnished you with all things 
necessary for one yeare, and a good overplus for Increase of 
Trade: as perticulerly in Guns, you write for 1000 Guns, 
which is more then you sell in 3 yeares time as looke into your 
owne Accts. And we have at this time sent you 500 & so 
proportionabley of other Goods. 

If any Goods are there not vendable, whither Guns or other 
Goods sende them home, that we may suppley you with better 
in their roome. 

We perceave our Servants are unwilling to travell up into the 
Countrey, by reason of Danger and want of Incouragement. The 
Danger we Fudge is not more now then formerly, and for their 
Incorridgement, we shall plentifully reward them, when we finde 
they deserve it, by bringing downe Indians to our Factories of which 
you may assure them. We ‘fudge Robt. Sandford} a fitt person to 
travell, haveing the Lingua, and understanding the Trade of the 
Countrey, and upon a promiss of Mr. Younge, one of our 
Adventurers, that he should travell, for which Reasons we have 
advanced his wages to £30. -. -. p. an. And Wm. Arrington 
called in the Bay Red Cap, whome we have againe entertained in 
our service. as also fohn Vincent, both which we doe also Fudge 


jitt persons for you to sende up into the Countrey to bringe downe 
Trade.* 


1 See Appendix B, pp. 387-8. 

* This paragraph is printed in Report from the Committee ...1749, p. 274, and 
is followed by Sergeant’s reply dated Charlton Island, August 24, 1685, reading : 
“Mr. Sandford does not accept the Terms your Honours propose, but rather 
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We doubt not but the Guns we sent you the last yeare 
will prove well, the like good guns we sende you this 
yeare & Doubt not but will be very acceptable to the 
Indians. 

Weare sorry the Tobacco we last sent you, proves so bad,we 
have made many yeares tryall of Engelish Tobacco, by severall 
persons, & whiles we have Traded, we have had yearly 
complaints thereof. We have made search, what Tobacco the 
French vends to the Indians, which you doe so much extoll, 
and have this yeare bought the like (vizt.) Brazeele Tobacco, 
of which we have sent for each Factorey, a good Quantety, 
that if approved of we are resolved in the future to suppley 
you with the like, as you have occation: But be carefull to sell 
them, not halfe the Quantety of this, for it cost us treble the 

rice. 

i We take notice you take the same methods, as the former 
Governor Mr. Nixon, to give the Master of shipps beavor 
Coates, which practise we doe in the future absolutely forbid 
you, for you have no such liberty in your Instructions to give 
any of our Beavor to our Shipmasters, for under the Colour of 
such presents, they frequently conveigh away severall other 
Furrs, to our great prejudice, and you need not rewarde them 
this way, for if they doe well, we are obliged by Charterparty 
to gratify them. 3 

We take notice what extravigent Allowances our former 
Governors have given our Servants, as 8 li. flower a man by 
weeke etc. We have this yeare (and so shall in the future observe 
the like method) proportioned to every one in the severall 
Factories 5 li. flower & ¢ li. flesh a man by weeke, which with 
every ones Industrey to get fresh Provissions of fowle & fish, 
we Judge sufficient for any reasonable man. 

We take notice you have founde out a better bed of Isinglass 
then our former Governors have done. Sende us a Sample of 
it by the next Returne and if we are Incouraged, we will send 
you fitt and able persons to manidge it. 


chooses to go home; neither he nor any of your Servants will travel up the 
Country, altho’ your Honours have earnestly desired it, and I pressed it upon 
those proposals you have hinted.” 
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We have shipped these servants following 
John Vincent 


Wm. Arrington | Labourers 
Alex. Purdue 

Hugh Ross S 

Tho. Alderson Sn 
Ed. Bull 


John Stephens Gunsmith 
Mr. Thomas Gorst} 


Servts. 
Entertatned 


We have this Voyage hired two shipps for the bottome of tis ships 


the Bay, the Success John Outlaw Mr. & the Owners Goodwill 
Richard Lucas Mr. both consigned to you, & what is shipt in 
them you will see by the Inclosed Invoices, and bills of Lading. 
You will also receive herewith Coppyes of their Charter Partyes, 
by which you may perceive, they are to stay 20 Daiesat 
Charlton Island, but in case you can give them a sooner 
dispatch, without any prejudice to our Affaires, pray doe it, as 
an Incouragemt. to other shipps, which shall here after be 
taken into our service. 

We are of Opinion we have more hands in the several] 
Factoryes under your Governement then are necessary, 
wherefore being Desireous to Retrench our Charges, where 
conveniently it may be done, you are to consider with such of 
the Councell as are upon the Place, what hands may be spared, 
as not absolutely necessarey for our service, And if there are any 
who desire to come home before their time is runn out, you 
may sende them home by this Returne, but you must have in 
your Consideration the Safety of our Factoryes, as well as the 
business of our Commerce. 

We have thought fitt to constitute and apoint Mr. Thomas 


1 Presumably the Thomas Gorst whose biography is in H.B.8., V, 230. 
A. 1/9, “ At a Committee 15 May 1685... Mr. Thomas Gorst is entertained 
in the Compa. service for 4 yeares without Wages or advance money, but only 
what the Compa. will please to give him at the End of those yeares .” Gorst was 
apparently a member of Sergeant’s party, which went to Port Nelson after being 
released by the French in 1686, and since nothing more about him has been 
found in the Company’s books, except that in the Port Nelson and New Severn 
“Debt Booke ” under date July, 1687, he was debited with £4 175. 8d. for 
goods supplied (A. 15/3, fo. 96), he presumably died in Hudson Bay. 
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Phipps who is now with you, as Chiefe Warehouse Keeper, 
to be Governor for the Compa. at Port Nellson, and doe Desire 
you to send him thither, with all possible Dispatch, upon the 
first of our Vessells which can be made ready, and is fitt for 
the Voyage & we desire Michel Gryminton, who is a skillfull 
Coaster shall be Master of such Vessell, and if you have any 
great Guns or any other Stores in the Bottome of the Bay, which 
may be well well spared and conveniently sent without causing 
the Vessell to attend so long, we wold have you ship them & 
send them along with the said Mr. Phipps to Port Nellson. 

Mr. James Knights tyme of Service being now expired and 
he haveing by the last Returne of our Shipps, expressed his 
desires of comeing home, we have pitched upon Mr. John 
Bridgar to Succeed him, as Deputy Governor under you, untill 
the Expiration of your Commission, and then to be) yi 
Successor in the Governement, and we hope by your Joynt 
Endeavors in the meane tyme, we shall have a good Account 
of our Affaires, at your Returne home, and that you will leave 
all things in good Condition behinde you. 

Mr. Barsden the father of Mrs. Maurice, came last week to 
our Committee, and Desired his Daughter, who he sayes 1s 
with your wife, might come home, & was very Importunate 
that we would write to you to send her, we cannot apprehend 
any reason you have to detayne her, so that thinke it very 
proper and Decent she be Returned.? 

As for the Tobacco we must advertise you; that upon 
farther inquireing, we finde it cost us full thrice as much as the 
Virginia, which we have usially sent, of which you must 
therefore take notice and dispose of it accordingley, in your 
Trade with the Natives. 

Pray encourage the bringing downe of all sortes of small Furrs, 
we are informed there are great Quantetyes of Ermynes, so twill 
not be amiss to send us what Quantety you can. 


1 Mrs. Maurice was aboard the Success (Captain Outlaw), which was wrecked 
on December 11, 1685 (see p. 168, n. 1), and apparently wintered at Rupert 
River. She was there and was wounded when de Troyes captured the fort in 
July, 1686 (see Appendix A, p. 353). Presumably she went to Port Nelson in 
the Colleton. 
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We Remaine your assured Friends 


CHURCHELL Governor 
JAMES HAYES Deputy Governor 
Pe DEERING 


RICHARD CRADOCK:! 
SAM. CLARKE? 
JOHN LETTEN 

WM. WALKER 

GEO. BARON 


London 22 May 1685 

Mr. John Abraham 

When we sent you over a Commission the last yeare to be 
Governor for us at Port Nelson, we did looke upon you as a 
Person fully Quallified for that service, but understanding you 
met our Commission by accident in your Returne homeward 
and Did not thinke fitt to keepe your Post, untill you might 
reasonabley expect our Shipps and releefe from hence, we have 
now resolved to recall that Commission. We have placed it 
on Mr. Thomas Phipps, who is to be in that Command, upon 
whose arrivall at Port Nellson, you are to Deliver up your 
Governement, and all things under your care unto him, But in 
regard you have beene long in the Service of the Company, & 
we hope will prove faithfull to us, we doe Constitute and apoint 
you to be Deputy Governor, under the said Mr. Phipps, and 
doe expect that you be aideing and assisting to him, in all 
things to the utmost of your power, for the benefitt and Interest 
of the Compa. which if we finde we shall not be wanting to 
reward your Extraordinary service according to your Deserts. 

Monsr. Goslier? acquaints us, that at his Leaveing Port 
Nellson, that he left in your Possession, severall weareing 
apparrell, money & other things, the perticulers whereof are 

1 Richard Cradock was elected to the Committee on April 2, 1685, to replace 
John Wise, who had recently died. 

2 A biography of Samuel Clarke will appear in a later volume in this series. 

3 Jean Baptiste Chouart, son of Médard Chouart, sieur des Groseilliers, and 
nephew of Pierre Esprit Radisson. 
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expressed in the inclosed note, which he desires upon his 
arrivall may be Delivered to him, and accordingly we doe 
hereby Order your compliance therewith. 

If any Accident should detaine Mr. Phipps from comeing 
to you which we cannot foretell, or in case of Mortallity of Mr. 
Phipps or your owne, our meaneing then is, and we doe in any 
of those Cases, Constitute Mr. Sam. Missenden } to be Second 
to you until Mr. Phipps his Arrivall, & if it please God that 
you should not be liveing to Succeed in your place. 

Pray endeavor the bringing downe of all Sortes of small Furrs, 
we are informed there are great Quantetyes of Ermynes, of which 
pray send us what Quantety you can. 

Here inclosed goes the Invoices & bills of Ladeing of the 
Cargo now Laden on board the Happy Returne Wm. Bond Mr. 
and the Perperuana Merchant Edward Hume Mr. as also 
the Coppys of their Charter Partyes, by which you will see how 
long tyme they are obliged to stay with you. 

That in regard you are Dayley to expect the comeing of 

our Governor from the Bottome of the Bay, we wold not have 
you Dispatch the Happy Returne Capt. Wm. Bond or the 
Perpetuana Merchant Capt. Humes, before the 15 Septembr. 
next being the The last Day they are bound by Charter Party 
to continue at your Porte, being very Desireous to heare of 
your said Governors arrivall with you, before the shipps 
Departure. 

We Rest your lo. Friends 


CHURGCHIE Governor 
JAS AYES Dept. Governor 
ED=DERKING 


RICHARD CRADOCK 
SAM. CLARKE 
JOHN LETTEN 
WM. WALKER 

GEO. BARON 


1 See Appendix B, pp. 381-2. 
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London 22 May 1685 
The Governor, Deputy Governor & Committee of the 
Hudsons Bay Company 
To Peter Esprit Radison esqr. 

We doe hereby nominate ®& apointe you, to be 
Superintendent and Chiefe Director of our Trade at Port 
Nellson & within the whole district of that Governement, 
dureing the terme of two yeares from the time of your Arrivall 
in the countrey. You are therefore forthwith to prepare 
yourselfe for a Voyage thither on board the Happy Returne 
Capt. Wm. Bond Commander, and when it shall please God 
you safely arrive there you are to appley your selfe with your 
utmost care & dilligence to promote the Interest of the 
Company & to settle a Standard of Commerce with the 
Natives, & to use your best skill and Industrey to bring downe 
the Indians to our Factoryes and to advance our Trade with 
them. 

You are also to communicate all your Designes to our 
Governor & Councell for the time being at Port Nellson & to 
advice with them in all your undertakeings in the Companies 
service and let a Journall be kept of your & your French mens ! 
whole proceedings a Coppy whereof we expect shall be sent 
us by every Returne. And as we have placed you in a Post of 
Eminency, so we expect extraordinary performance from 
you, and that you dispose of the 4 Frenchmen, who goe with 
you, so that we may finde considerable advantage from their 
services which will induce us to reward you accordingly. 

The Guns? which came from Holland by your Directions 
we cannot but hope you will take great care to dispose of to 
our best advantage, and as you finde the Indians inclynations 


#See p. 117, n. 2. According to A. 1/8, fo. 35, A. 14/5 and A. 15/3, four 
Frenchmen contracted to go to Hudson Bay for four years. They were “ Jean 
Baptista [Chouart] Gosliers”, ‘Claude Durvall”, “ Nicholas Eyron De 
Lamottee”’, and “ Eliz Grymard”. See p. 235, n. 1, and Nute, Caesars of the 
Wilderness, pp. 222-34. 

* A. 1/83, at a Committee, May 4, 1685, “‘ Ordered the Hollands guns shall 
be all shipped for Port Nellson...” According to A. 24/1, fo. 29-29d., 
448 “ Hollands guns” and 15 “ whole Barrells Hollands powder ”’ were sent 
to Port Nelson in 1685. See p. 188. 
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toward them, be sure to informe us, that we may know whither 
tis best for us to buy any more or noe. 

Your lo. Friends 


CHURCHILE Governor 
JA? HAYES Dept. Governor 
ED. DERING 


RICHARD CRADOCK 
SAM. CLARKE 
JOHN LETTEN 
WM. WALKER 

GEO. BARON 


London 22 May 1685 
The Governor, Deputy Governor & Committee of the 
Hudsons Bay Company. 
To Mr. Thomas Phipps Governor of Port Nellson. 

Whereas we have constituted and apointed you to be 
Governor and Chiefe Commander for the said Compa. at Port 
Nellson, you are to use all Dilligence to make your Voyage 
thither upon such Vessell as Mr. Henry Sergeant our present 
Governor in Hudsons Bay shall cause to be fitted for your 
Transportation, and upon your arrivall there, you are to enter 
upon the Governement, which we have ordered Capt. John 
Abraham (who is now Governor there) to resigne unto you, 
and to serve us as your Second, or Deputy Governor. We 
have likewise taken into our Service one Mr. Sam. Missenden, 
who is to be Chiefe Warehouse-Keeper at Port Nellson, whome 
we expect you use with Kindness, he being a Gentleman very 
well recommended to us and from whome we have good future 
Expectations. Mr, Radison comes over as Superintendent 
and Chiefe Director of our Trade, by whose great Experience, 
we hope you will be the better enabled to advance the Interest 
of the Company within your Districkts. But he is Directed by 
us to enterprize nothing, without the Knowlidge and allowance 
of the Governor and Councell there for the time being, as you 
will finde by his Instructions, a Coppy whereof shall be here 
with sent you. 
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We thinke fitt that the ship wherein you shall make your 
Voyage to Port Nellson, Doe continue there, together with the 
Albemarle, which is there already, Judgeing it necessary to 
have two Vessells to attende those Factories, in regard of the 
Settlement of New-Severne; and other Discoveryes which may 
be made within the Destrict of that Governement. 

And for the better manidgment & carrjng on of our affaires, 
we have and Doe hereby apointe, these Persons following to 
be your Assistants in Councell, by whose advice or the Major 
parte of them, who shall be upon the place, you are to governe 
order or Dispose of all things for the Benefit, safety and honor 
of the Company. 

Mr. Peter Esprit Radison 

Mr. John Abraham 

Mr. Sam. Missenden 

Mr. George Guyer and 7 

the Masters & Commanders of all such Vessells as shall 

be upon the place in the Service of the Company. 
And in case any of the said Persons shall Dye or be absent, you 
shall chuse such others, as you shall Judge best Qualifyed to 
consult & advice for our Service and Interest. 

We hope you will finde New-Severne to be already settled 
by the Care of Capt. Abraham & Geo. Geyer, but if not you 
must use your best skill to accomplish it, that no Enemy to the 
Company may get a footeing there before us. 

We being adviced by Mons. Radison to send this yeare 
for a quantety of Guns from Holland, it being such as he sayes, 
the French usially trade with, we cannot but hope you will 
take great care to dispose of to our best advantage, and as you 
finde the Indians Inclynations towards them, be sure to 
informe us, that we may know whither tis best, for us to buy 
any more or noe. 


Yr. lo. Friends 


CHURCHILL = Governor SAM. CLARKE 
Peet AY ES Dept. Governor JOHN LETTEN 
ED. DERING WM. WALKER 


RICHARD CRADOCK GEO. BARON 
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The Governor & Company of Adventurers of 
England tradeing into Hudsons Bay. 

To Mr. Thomas Phipps 

By vertue of the Power & Authority to us given by the High 


& Mighty Monarch Charles the Second, by the Grace of God 


of England Scotland, France and Ireland King Defender of 
the Faith etc. by his Majestyes letters Pattents beareing Date 
the Second Day of May in the two and twentieth yeare of his 
Reigne. We doe hereby Constitute and apointe you Governor 
& Commander of and in the River called Port Nellson, And 
of and in all the Rivers, Lands & Territories Isles, Creekes & 
Lakes from Cape Henrietta Maria Northward upon the 
Westmaine in the Bay called Buttons Bay, Leyng within the 
Streights of Hudsons, to use & exercise the said Power dureing 
our Will & pleasure, And we doe strictly require & Command 
all Commanders, or Masters of shipps, Barkes, Shallops or 
other Vessells, and all other Officers & persons, whatsoever, 
which are or shall be Imploied by us within the Lymits 
aforesaid, to yeild due Obedience unto you, and you your 
selfe are to Follow such Orders & Directions as you shall from 
time to time, receive from us. Given under our Seale & 
signed by our Secretary the two and rwentyeth day of May 
Anno Domini 1685. 

By Command of the Governor, Deputy Governr. 

and Committee of the Hudsons Bay Compa. 

ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary 


The Governor & Company of Adventurers of 
England tradeing into Hudson Bay 
To Capt. Wm. Bond Commander of the Happy Returne 
You are with the First faire wind that presents, upon the 
Receipt of this our Order, to sayle the said ship for the North 
& South Rivers! of Port Nellson in Hudsons Bay, Indeavoring 


1 Nelson River and Hayes River. 
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to keepe Compa. with the Perpetuana Merchant, now bound 
with you to Port Nellson aforesaid, and with the Success & 
Owners goodwill as far as your Course Leyes. 

If it shall happen that you meet with any ship, or other 
Vessell sayleing or tradeing within the said Bay, without our 
lycence, you are to seize them, together with all Goods which 
shall be on board, the one halfe to the use of his Majesty, and 
the other halfe for the use of the Company & to bring them 
home with you for England and them safely Deliver at your 
arrivall here to the Order of the Governor, Dept. Governor & 
Committee of the said Compa. for which this shall be your 
warrant. Given at London this 25 May 16865. 

By Command of the Governor Dept. Governor 
& Committee of the Hudsons Bay Compa. 
ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary. 


The Governor & Company of Adventurers of 
England tradeing into Hudsons Bay. 
To Capt. Edward Hume Commander of the Perpetuana 
Merchant. 

You are with the first faire wind that presents, upon the 
Receipt of this our Order, to sayle the said Pinck for the North 
& South Rivers of Port Nellson in Hudsons Bay, indeavoring 
to keepe Compa. with the Happy Returne, now bounde with you 
to Port Nellson aforesaid, And with the Success and Owners 
goodwill as farr as your Course leyes. 

If it shall happen that you meet any ship or other vessell 
sayling or Tradeing within the said Bay without our Lycence, 
you are to seize them, together with all Goods which shall be 
on board the one halfe to the use of his Majesty, the other halfe 
for the use of the Compa. and to bring them home with you for 
England and them safely Deliver at our Arrivall here to the 
order of the Governor, Deputy Governor & Committee of the 
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said Company for which this shall be your Warrant. Given 
at London this 25th Day of May 1685. 
By Command of the Governor, Dept. Governor 
& Committee of the Hudsons Bay Compa. 
ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary. 


The Governor and Company of Adventurers of 
England tradeing into Hudsons Bay. 
To Capt. Richard Lucas Commander of the Owners goodwill 

You are with the first faire winde that presents, upon the 
Receipt of this our Order, to sayle the said Pinck for Charleton 
Island in Hudsons Bay, Indeavoring to keepe Compa. with the 
Success now bound with you to Charleton Island a foresaid and 
with the Happy Returne and the Perpetuana Merchant, as far 
as your Course Leyes. 

If it shall happen that you meet with any ship or other 
vessell sayling or tradeing within the said Bay without our 
lycence, you are to seize them, together with all Goods which 
shall be on board, the one halfe to the use of his Majestye, the 
other halfe for the use of the Company & to bring them home 
with you for England & them safely Deliver at your Arrivall 
here to the Order of the Governor Deputy Governor & 
Committee of the said Company, for which this shall be your 
warrant. Given at London this 25th Day of May 1685. 

By Command of the Governor, Deputy 
Governor & Committee of the Hudsons 
Bay Company. | 

ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary. 


The Governor and Company of Adventurers of 
England trading into Hudsons Bay. 
To Capt. John Outlaw Commander of the Success. 

You are with the first faire winde that presents, upon the 
Receipt of this our Order, to sayle the said ship for Charleton 
Island in Hudsons Bay, endeavoring to keepe Company with 
the Owners goodwill, now bound with you to Charleton Island 
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aforesaid and with the Happy Returne and Perpetuana Merchant 
as far as your course Leyes. 

If it happen that you meet with any ship or other vessell 
sayling or tradeing within the said Bay without our Lycence, 
you are to seize them, together with all Goods which shall be 
on board, the one halfe to the use of his Majesty, the other 
halfe for the use of the Company, and to bring them home with 
you for England and them safely Deliver at your arrivall here 
to the Order of the Governor, Deputy Governor and Committee 
of the said Compa. for which this shall be your warrant. Given 
at London this 25th Day of May 1685. 

By Command of the Governor, Deputy 
Governor & Committee of the Hudsons 
Bay Compa. 


ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary. 


Mr. Morgan Lodge. 
Sr. Wee doe expect this moneth foure shipps from 

Hudsons Bay (vizt.) Capt. John Outlaw Commander of the 
Success, Rich. Lucas Mr. of the Owners Good-will, Capt. Wm. 
Bond Commander of the Happy-Returne & Ed. Hume Mr. of 
the Perpetuana Merchant which when arrive in the Downes, 
put on board each ship two Waiters that are honest men & 
good Integrity as will prevent the carryng on shoare all private 
Trade and the Imbeazelment of any of the Compa. Goods. All 
the above shipps are hired by the Compa. and each ship Master 
is bound by Charter party to suffer as many Waiters to come 
on board as the Compa. shall thinke fitt. Give notice to us 
what each Waiter is to have per Diem as also the Receipt of 
this. 
From the Hudsons Bay 
house in Noble street 
the 5 Octobr. 1685 

ED. DERING 

RICHARD CRADOCK 

GEO. BARON 


Yr. lo. Friends 
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To the Kings most Excellent Majesty 
The Humble Petition of the Governor & Company 
of Hudsons Bay. 
Sheweth. 

That your Petitioners have of late yeares beene very great 
Sufferers by the Subjects of his most Christian Majesty from 
Canada, which they have humbley represented to his Majestye 
& thereupon severall Memorialls have been Delivered at the 
Court of France to Demand Justice & reperation for the same. 

But instead of makeing sattisfaction for what was past they 
have againe in the moneth of Septembr. 1684 with two shipps ? 
and above so men by the Commissions of Mons. De la Barr 
late Governor of Canada entred a river where yr. Petitioners 
had made a settlement nere Port Nellson and in hostile 
manner set upon the Factorey and dureing the last winter Did 
intercept & Divert their Trade with the Indians to the Damage 
of above 10000 /.. 

That afterwards in the moneth of July last upon their return 
for Canada, meeting a ship belonging to yr. Petitioners called 
the Perpetuana Merchant Ed. Hume Master bound for the 
Bay with provissions and tradeing Goods for the reliefe of 
their Factorey there, they tooke the said ship by force and 
carried her away with the said Cargo & Mr. and all the seamen 
& Passengers to the Number of 14 which were on board the 
said Vessell.? 

May it therefore please yr. Majesty to cause a Memoriall 


1 See Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, pp. 225-6. According to the “ Journal 
of Father Silvy from Belle Isle to Port Nelson ” (Tyrrell, Docs. Red. to the Early 
History of Hudson Bay, p. 51), the French vessels arrived in Hayes River on 
September 12/22. The French expedition was in command of M. de la 
Martiniére of the Compagnie du Nord of Quebec. 

2 Copies of affidavits dated February Io, 1686, by Edward Hume, master, and 
John Atkinson, mariner, concerning the capture of the Perpetuana Merchant are 
in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 225-9. Other copies of affidavits on the same subject 
dated February 13, 1686, by Richard Lucas, master of the Owner's Goodwit/, and 
Robert Eeles, carpenter of the Perpetuana Merchant, are in C.O. 134/1, pp- 229- 
32. Hume’s affidavit and Father Silvy’s account of the event are printed in 
Tyrrell, Docs. Rel. to the Early History of Hudson Bay, pp. 15-16, 70-2. For 
Richard Smithsend’s affidavit, see p. 214. 
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to be presented to his most Christian Majesty, setting 
forth this late Insult, done to your Petitioners and to give 
Command to Sr. Wm. Trumbold? your Majestyes Envoy 
Extraordinary to demand and use his utmost Endeavors 
at the Court of France that Justice may be Done both for 
this and the former Injuries which yr. Petitioners have 
justly complained of and perticulerly to require that 
Mons. De La Barre under whose authority the late hostile 
Expedition hath been undertaken may be called to a 
strict account for the same as a thing tending to the 
violateing of that allyance & good correspondence which 
is betwixt the two Crownes. 
&c and yr. Petitioners shall pray 
This Petition was Delivered the 4 Novemér. 1685. 


To Walter Middleton esgr. Customer at Millfordhaven. 

Sr. I haveing the Honour to serve the Hudsons Bay 
Compa. as their Secretary and the Compa. being informed 
that there is lately a French ship driven in by stress of weather 
to your Port of Millfordhaven as comeing from some partes of 
the West Indias and as we heare should perticuler a Canada 
ship most laden with beavor and small furrs. The Compa. 
haveing just pretentions upon the said Canada Compa. have 
commanded me to write you to desire the favour of a full & 
true account from you whither any such ship be there & what 
she is and in case she prooves a Canada ship the Compa. doe 
intreate you to Arrest the ship and goods in the name of the 
Governor and Compa. of Adventurers of England tradeing 
into Hudsons Bay in an action of £10000 be pleased to give 


1Sir William Trumbull, knight (1639-1716), Envoy-Extraordinary to 
France from November, 1685, to August, 1686. He was Governor of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company from 1696-1700. See D.N.B. A.1/8, fo. 46d., at a 
Committee, October 29, 1685, “‘ At this board was read a lr. from Sr. James 
Hayes acquainteing the Committee That the Governor my Ld. Churchill Did 
thinke it proper that an Invitation should be made to Sr. Wm. Trumbold, now 
goeing Envoy into France at the Swan Taverne in old fish street Desireing all the 
Committee wold be pleased to be there which this Committee approves of.” 
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me present advice and I am Commanded to Assure you from 
the Compa. of all thankfull returne and acknowlidgment for 
yr. kindness & Care therein 

I am Sr. your humble servant 

ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary 

Direct your Ir. to me at the 
Hudsons Bay house in London. 
Our Sovereigne Lord the King is one of the Adventurers of 
our Compa. 


Mr. Middleton ? 

Sr. yours of the second came well to hands, which I have 
communicated to the Committee of the Hudsons Bay Compa. 
and they have commanded me to returne you this Answer, 
that they wish you had taken more perticuler notice of what 
they signifyed by my last Ir. which was that if the ship be 
chiefly laden with beavor & other furrs, she perhaps belong 
to the Canada Compa. of France, but for any Guynney Compa.’ 
of France, we never heard of any such Compa. Therefore 
suppose that may be your mistake, or designed as a Dellusion 
upon you by the Mr. and once more we desire this Courtesey 
of you, that you will take good notice what sort of goods she is 
laden with and in case she be Laden with beavor or any kinde 
of Furrs, We shall nt. doubt but that the Hudsons Bay Compa. 
is very Justly intituled to it And therefore if you finde it so, 
they desire you to use some effectuall meanes to stay the ship & 
goods and advice me thereof by first And the Compa. will 


1 Middleton’s reply has not been found in the Company’s archives. 

2'The Senegal Company of France was divided in January, 1685, and the 
greater part of its privileges was assigned to ‘‘a company, by the name and 
the title of the Guinea Company, to continue for the space of twenty years, 
excluding all others the trade of negroes, gold dust, and all other merchandizes 
trafficked in upon the coast of Africa, from the river Serre Lionne, to the Cape of 
Good Hope...” (M. Postlethwayt, The Universal Dictionary of Trade and 
Commerce translated from the French of the Celebrated Monsieur Savary (London, 


1751), 1, 829, 847.) 
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Immediatly sende you a writt downe out of the Admirallty to 
proceed farther upon and for your care & paines will not only 
indeminify but rewarde you to. 


ONESIPHORUS ALBIN Secretary 
London 14 January 1685. 


By Order of the Committee the 20 Fanuary 1685. 

The Secretary should Ingross the French Kings answer to a 
Memoriall of Complainte made by the Company by Sr. Wm. 
Trumball which was sent in his letter Dated in Paris the 9th 
January 1686 S.N. to the Ld. Churchil Govr. which Answer 
in French is as Followes. 

The French Kings Answer to the Compa. Memorial] In 
French brought before the Committee the 20th January 168 5.1 

Les nommés des Groselliers et Radison ayant trouvé sur la 
Riviere de Nelson un endroit inhabité, et a Cent cinquante 
lieues de celuy, ou les Anglois, sont etablis en la Baye de 
Hudson propre et commode pour un commerce qu’ils 
vouloient faire, en prirent possession au nom du Roy au 
commencement du Mois d’Aoust 1682 et commencerent en 
mesme temps a y faire batir un Fort et quelques habitations, 
qui sont les Premieres qui y ayent esté faités, ainsy ils n’ont eu 
garde, d’en piller aucune en ce temps la, il est vray qu’a la fin 
du mois de Septembre ensuivant, un Batiment Anglois arriva a 
une Isle voisine et pretendit y faire un establissement, a quoy 
lesdits des Grosseliers et Radison l’opposerent etant en droit 
de le faire comme premiers occupans. 

Lesdits des Groseliers et Radison repasserent en France 
au commencement de l’année 1684 pour rendre Compte de 
leur decouverte, d’ou Radisson sous pretexte de quelque 
mescontentement alla 4 Londres, prit party avec La Compagnie 


1A. 1/84, fo. 12d., Ata Committee, January 20, 1686, “The Answer to the 
Compa. Memoriall in French was also read, Mr. Hayward is Desired to translate 
the same into Engelish & to returne them againe to the Committee Ordered the 
Secretary ingross them in the Compa. bookes. The Dept. Governor is Desired 
to draw up an answer to the French Memoriall as also a petition to the King.” 
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Angloise de La Baye de Hudson, et avec cing * vasseaux, qu’elle 
luy donna, retourna au Port de Nelson, ruina les Etablissement 
des Francois qu’il avoit fait luy mesme l’année precedente, pilla 
leurs Magazins et en leva soixante milliers de Castors qu’il 
apporta a Londres, ou il emmena, aussy tous les Francois, qui 
estoient restés audit Port de Nelson, et entre autres son Neveu 
fils dudit des Grosselliers, qu’il a fait garder tres long temps 
comme Prisonnier. 

Sa Majesté a fait demander justice de cette violence par son 
Ambassadeur aupres du Roy d’Angleterre, et la restitution des 
pertes que la Compagnée du Canada a Souffertes en cette 
occasion, qui montent a des sommes considerables. 

Quant a la plainte que fait ledit sieur Envoyé d’un pretendu 
pillage des Factories Angloises fait par deux vasseaux Francois 
a la Fin de 1684 et au commencement de 1683 et dord 1 fait 
monter le dommage a quarante mille ecus, on peut asseurer 
qu’il n’y en a eu aucune, et que ces deux vasseaux Francois 
ayant trouvé les Anglois etablis par Radison, n’ont touche nia 
leur Fort ni a leurs habitations quoy qu’establies contre toutes 
sortes de justice et de raison, apres celle des Francois, et se sont 
contentes d’entrer dans une petite Riviere nommée la Gargouse : 
a demy lieue de la, ou ils ont passé I’hyver dernier, et d’ou ils 
ont fait quelque Traitte avec les Sauvages pendant les mois de 
Juin et de Juillet de cette Année. 

A lesgard du petit vaisseau Anglois,? qui a esté pris par les 
deux vasseaux Francois a l’entrée de la Bay de Hudson, allant 
au Port de Nelson, Sa Majesté envoyera incessament les Ordres 
necessaires en Canada pour se faire rendre compte de ce qui 
s’est passé, en cette occasion et apres qu’elle en aura este 
informée, elle ordonnera ce qui sera juste et raisonnable. 


1 Two vessels only were sent to Port Nelson in 1684, viz. the Happy Return 
(Captain William Bond), and the Lucy (Captain John Outlaw). See H.B.S., 
IX, 245, 299. 

2J.e., French Creek, Hayes River. See Appendix A, p. 367. 

3 Tie., the Perpetuana Merchant. 
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The aforesaid Answer in Engelish ! 


Grosilier and Radison haveing found upon the River of French 


Nellson, a place not inhabited distant 150 leagues from that 
where the Engelish are setled in Hudsons Bay, fitt & 
convenient for a Trade, they intended to make, on the 
begining of the moneth of August 1682 tooke possession 
thereof in the name of his Majesty and at the same tyme began 
to build a Fort there with some Dwellings, which were the first 
that had beene there erected, so they wold not deprive any 
person at that tyme, true it is that by the end of the moneth 
of September following an Engelish vessell arrived at a 
neighbouring Isle and there pretended to make a Settlement, 
But the said Grosilier and Radison opposed it, haveing right to 
doe it as being the First Occupants. 

The said Grosilier & Radison returned to France in the 
begining of of the yeare 1684. to render an account of their 
Discovery, from whence Radison upon pretence of some 
Discontentment went to London tooke part with the Engelish 
Company of Hudsons Bay, & with five vessells they furnished 
him, returned to Port Nellson, ruined the French settlement 
which he himselfe had made the yeare before, ransackt their 
stores and carried away 60 thousand beavors which he brought 
to London, whither he had also conducted all the French that 
were left at Port Nellson, and amongst others his Nephew the 
said Grosiliers sonne, who he caused to be kept a long while a 
Prisoner. 

His Majesty hath caused Justice to be Demanded for this 
Injurey by his Ambassador at the Court of the King of England 
with restitution for the losses, which the Canada Company 
have sustained upon this occation which amounts to very 
considerable summes. 

As to the Complaints which their Envoy makes of a 
pretended pillage of the Engelish Factorey made by two 
French vessells in the end of the yeare 1684 and at the 


1A. 1/84, fo. 13d. At a Committee, January 22, 1686, “ Mr. Hayward 
brought to the board a translated coppey of the French Kings answer to the 
Compa. Memoriall of complainte which was Delivered Sr. Ed. Dering Dept. 
Governor, the Originall in French was Delivered to the Secretary.” 
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begining of the yeare 1683 the Damage whereof he makes to 
amount to 40 thousand crownes one may afhrme that none 
hath beene made there & that these two French vesssells 
haveing found the Engelish setled by Radison have neither 
medled with their Fort, nor with their Dwellings, although 
settled against all sort of Justice and reason, after that of the 
French and have contented themselves to enter into a small 
river called the Gorgouse, halfe a League from thence where 
they wintered last & where they have had some Trade with 
the Indians Dureing the monethes of June & July of this 
eare. 

; As to the small Engelish Vessell that hath been taken by 
these two French vessells at the Entrance of Hudsons Bay, 
bound for Port Nellson his Majesty will forth with send 
necessary Orders to Canada to have an account of what hath 
happened in that affaire and after Information thereof will 
order what shall be Just and reasonable. 


By the Committee 20 Yanuary 1685. Sr. Edward Dering 
Deputy Governor was Desired to draw out a Repley to the 
Answer made by his most Christian Majesty, to the Memoriall 
Delivered by Sr. Wm. Trumball as also a Petition to the Kings 
most Excellent Majesty which are here fairely transcribed and 
are as Followes. 
The Repley of the Governor and Company of Adventurers 
of England trading to Hudsons Bay, to the Answer made 
by his most Christian Majesty to the Memoriall delivered 
by Sr. Wm. Trumball, Envoy extraordinary to his 
Majesty of Great Brittaine 
The Governor & Company doe humbley acknowlidge his 
most gratious favour, in receiveing an Extract of the answer 
upon the said Compa. Petition of Complaint in November last, 
setting forth the new Invasion and Assault of some private 
French men from Canada upon the said Companies Factorie 
at Port Nellson, and in a Pyraticall way taking one of the said 
Compa. shipps in their owne Territories & Perivilidges & 
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Carryng her with her whole Ladeing, the Master & all the 
seamen Prisoners away to Quebeck. 

The said answer doeth pretend, that Grosilier & Radison French 
haveing found in the River of Port Nellson, a place not : sia 
inhabited distant 150 Leagues from that where the Engelish “?°” 
are settled, in the moneth of August 1682, tooke possession 
thereof in the name of his Most Christian Majesty, and built a 
Fort there, which was the first that had beene there erected, And 
that an Engelish Vessell arriveing soone after at a neighbouring 
Isle and pretending to make a settlement there, Grossilier and 
Radison opposed it, haveing right to doe soe, as the first 
Occupants; That the said Grosilier & Radison, in the 
begining of the yeare 1684 returned to France, but soone after 
Radison came to London, tooke part with the Engelish 
Company of Hudsons Bay, and with five vessells returned to 
Port Nellson, ruined the French settlement which he himselfe 
had made before, Ransackt their stores, & carryed away sixty 
thousand Beavors, and brought the Frenchmen (amongst 
whome was Grosiliers son) to London, where he caused them 
to be kept Prisoners, for which Injurey his most Christian 
Majesty, had caused Justice to be Demanded and restitution 
for the Losses of the Canada Compa. on this Occation. 

As to the said Companies Complaintes of the Invasion made contd. 

by the French vessells in the yeare 1684 & 1685 the Damage 
whereof they make to amount to fourty thousand Crownes, 
The answer sayes, that one may affirme that no such Damages 
have beene made there, And that the French contented 
themselves to enter into a small river halfe a League from the 
Engelish Factorey where they had some Trade with the 
Indians. 

As to the small Engelish vessell taken by those two French Contd. 
Vessells at the Entrance of Hudsons Bay, bound for Port 
Nellson, his Most Christian Majesty will send necessary 
orders to Canada to have an account of what hath happened in 
that Affaire, and then will order what shall be Just & 
reasonable. 

This being the Substance of the Answer which his Majestyes 
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his Memoriall from his most Christian Majesty, we humbley 
offer the following Repley to the same. . 

And as to the first Paragraph which pretends that Grossilier 
and Radison tooke possession of a Place not inhabited in 
August 1682 in the name of his Most Christian Majesty 
150 Leagues from the place where the Engelish were settled 
We answer that his Majesty of Englands undoubted right to 
all that tract of America, from the Entrance of Hudsons 
Streights, hath already beene made out by this Compa. for 
above a hundred yeares past, and since at several tymes 
frequented and sayled by his Majesties Subjects only, and 
never by the French or any other nation, who are so far from 
haveing the least Colour of Pretence to those Places, or any the 
River or Territories thereto adjoyneing, in so much that this 
Company doeth affirme, that his Majesty of England hath a 
better Title to Canada, then the French can pretend to any 
parte of the Limitts & Priviledges granted to the Compa. by 
his late Majesties Gratious Letters Patents now almost 20 
yeares since Moreover, it hath been farther made out & hath 
beene the ground of former Memorialls , that Grossilier & 
Radison were so far from acting by any Commission from his 
Most Christian Majesty, that it hath beene proved and is 
confessed by Radison himselfe, that that Expedition, was set 
on foote by one Mons. Lecheney and other private Merchants 
of Canada, And was no better then a Pyraticall Invasion upon 
the Subjects of his Majestye of Great Britaine in their Rights & 
Possessions. And there fore the Subjects of his Most 
Christian Majesty can have no Colour of Right to any place 
within the said River of Port Nellson, for that it is notorious 
that a Subject to the Crowne of England in the yeare 1612 (58: 
Tho. Button) tooke Possession of the River of Port Nellson 
and the Lands and Territories thereunto belonging, in the name 
of his Majesty King James the first, and named the Port wherein 
he then Wintered in the said River, Port Nellson, in respect to 
the Commander of his ship whom he there buried, whose 
name was Nellson. 

And also in the yeare 1631 Capt. Luke Foxe a Subject to 
his Majesty of Great Brittaine, by command of his late 
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Majesty King Charles the First (of Blessed Memory) made a 
Voyage to the North West, Entred the said River of Port 
Nellson, & finding there a cross which had beene erected by 
Sr. Thomas Button with an Iscription defaced, he set up the said 
Cross again with a new Iscription declareing the right & 
possession of his Majesty King Charles the first, the 15 August 
1631. And also named the Adjacent Land upon the said 
River New Wales; And further that one Capt. Newland 
Commander of the Weevance in the yeare 1669 ! haveing one 
Mr. Bayley Governor for this Company on board him, went 
also to Port Nellson and there againe Declared the Right of 
his Majesty of Great Britaine fixing up his Majestyes Armes; 
as likewise that in the yeare 1680? Capt. Draper in one of the 
Compa. shipps, called the /bemarle againe Entred the said 
River of Port Nellson, And that before and at the tyme of the 
Arrivall there of the said Grosslier and Radison Capt.* 
Gillam with a Factorie of Engelish, were actually building a 
Fort above in a Branch of the said River, All which clearly 
answers their pretence of Premier Occupancey in 1682 by 
Grosilier and Radison. 

And whereas it is said the place they tooke was 1 50 leagues 
distant from that where the Engelish are settled, if they meane 
from the Companies Factorie in the Bottome of the Bay, it 
may be so much, But this is certaine that they were within few 
Leagues of another Factorey, And what is it Materiall whyther 
it be farr or neare, when his Majesty of England hath Long 
since the whole undoubted Right of those Seas, Streights, 
Bayes Rivers, Lakes, Creekes, and sounds, in whatsoever 
Latitude, with all the Lands, countryes, & Territories, upon 
the Coasts & Confines. 

In the next place, it is true indeed that after this Expedition 

1 It was during 1670, not 1669, that the Wivenhoe (Captain Robert Newland) 
went to Nelson River. See Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, p. 289, “ October 12 
[1670] .. . Afternoon a Great Boat makes into Ruperts River, being the long-boat 
of ye Wyvenhoe in her Mr Radison & 3 more who relate their misfortunes. . . 
That at Port Nelson they also run aground, & found no entrance in to ye River 


there. ...” 
2 As yet, no documentary confirmation on this point has been found in the 


Company’s archives. 
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Radison haveing destroyed the sd. Companies Factorey, And 
Carried one Mr. Bridgar (the Principall Intendant of our 
Affaires) and others as Prisoners to Quebeck, where the said 
Bridgar entred a Process, and Demanded Justice against 
Radison and Le Chenay & others of Canada that were 
undertakers of that Expedition, He the said Radison did 
returne into France, where meeting the Complaintes of the 
Hudsons Bay Compa., vigorously prosecuted against him, by 
severall Memorialls from his Late Majesty, being conscious 
to himselfe, that he could no wayes Defend or Justify that 
Pyraticall Expedition, As also knowing in how bad a condition 
he had left those few French behinde at Port Nellson, he 
wisely thought it his best course to reconcile with the Engelish 
Company of Hudsons Bay, and returne againe to their service, 
which he had unworthely Deserted for this Expedition, in 
whose service he had beene before that Act, where upon he 
came indeed to London in May 1684, and begging Pardon of 
his Majesty with promiss of Fidelity for the future, he was 
entertained in the Companies service, And being sent by them 
to Port Nellson, he arrived seasonabley to relieve those poore 
French men that were ready to Perish, he did likewise restore 
to the Engelish Factorie about 8 or 10000 beavor skins (far 
from sixty thousand as 1s alledged in the French Answer) which 
had beene all Traded by the Goods of this Company besides a 
much greater quantety that he had carried with him to Canada, 
of all which he had Robbed them the yeare before, which 
amounted not in vallew to a quarter of their Losse at that tyme. 
And for the Frenchmen which was not above seven or eight in 
number he brought them indeed to London upon the 
Companies shipps and at the Companies charges, but were so 
far from being kept there as Prisoners that they were at their 
owne Liberty & liberally provided for by the Company with 
money victualls and Clothes, to the great charge of the sd. 
Company, insomuch that the sd. Company doeth hope they 
shall receive full sattisfaction for their releiving the Subjects 
of his most Christian Majesty as well as for the French 
destroying their Factorey & carryng their Governor away 
Prisoner. 
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As to the Companies complaint of another Invasion made 
upon them in Septembr. 1684 1 with two French vessells from 
Canada, Assaulted their Fort and Factorey, planted themselves 
within halfe a League above their settlement, and so all the 
yeare Long, diverted & Intercepted the Indians comeing to 
their Factorey to Trade, wherby they were prevented of above 
twenty thousand Beavor skins this last yeare; which they 
should have had in their Trade, all which is past over in the 
French Answer, as if it were of small moment (That saying one 
may afhrme that no such Damage hath beene done there) But 
the said Company doe aver that the French assaulted their 
Fort, shot first at their Sentinells & severall tymes sought 
meanes to have surprized their Factorey, so that the said 
Company doe with good reason lay the losse of that yeares 
Trade to at least £10000 sterling, and the losse of their shipp, 
which they also afterwards tooke, which was of no less Damage 
to the Company then £7000 sterling. 

As to the Companies Loss of that ship whereof Edward 
Hume was Commander, which those two French vessells tooke 
in July 1685 aboute 150 Leagues within the Streights mouth, 
and within a few Dayes sayle of her Port, the Company doeth 
say that this is so palpable an Invasion of their Right & 
property & an open breach of the good Amety & understanding 
which hath beene between the two Crownes, that his Most 
Christian Majesty declareing he will send orders to Canada to 
be Informed of that matter & then order what shall be just 
can give very little Sattisfaction since the truth of the Fact is 
so Notorious, their ship & most of their men being carried 
away Prisoners to Quebeck, And the Master of the ship from 
thence brought to Rochell in France, so that we must beg 
Leave to say that the delaying Justice till a Pretended 
Information can come from Canada (from whence there can 
be Intelligence but once in a yeare) is a denying of it in so 
plaine a case, wherein the Notoriety of the Fact sheweth 
itselfe, 8& wherein his most Christian Majesty may be fully 
sattisfyed at home; And the said French men haveing 
threatned to come with a greater force next yeare from Canada, 
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& wholly to destroy our Factories, Wee have reason to feare 
the Consoquence of such a Delay, there haveing before beene 
severall Memorials presented by his Late Majestyes Command 
by the Ld. Visct. Preston Late Envoy Extraordinary, desireing 
his Christian Majesty to give effectuall Orders to his Governor 
of Canada to live in good Correspondency with the Subjects of 
his Majesty of Great Brittaine in Hudsons Bay and neither to 
Invade nor molest them in their Trade, But no such Orders as 
we know of, have yet beene given, so that without his Majestyes 
Gratious Protection & powerfull Interposition (which this 
Company doeth most humbley pray) by his Majestyes Envoy 
Extraordinary, now at the Court of France they are in great 
Danger to loose all, after almost twenty yeares toile and 
excessive charge undertaken upon the Encouragement 
of his Late Majestyes Gratious Letters Patents, which 
would redound to the great Prejudice of the Kingdome in 
generall and to the particuler Damage & ruine of this 
Company. 

All which is humbley Submitted to his 

Majestyes gratious Consideration & Royall 

pleasure by his Majestyes most Dutifull & 

Loyall Subjects 

The Governor & Company of Hudsons Bay. 


To the Kings most Excellent Majesty 
The Petition of the Governor & Company of 
Adventurers trading into Hudsons Bay. 
Humbley sheweth 
That in the Moneth of September 1682 two French vessells 
from Canada sayled to Port Nellson, a Factorey of yr. 
Petitioners in Hudsons Bay, where they destroyeda Fort built by 
yr. Petitioners Servants, burnt their house, robbed them of all 
their Provissions, Goods & Commodeties for Trade, and 
carried yr. Pets. Governor of that Factorey and their Servants 
Prisoners to Quebeck, to your Petitioners Damage £25000 
sterling. 
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That the said two shipps were set out by one Mons. La Chenay 
and other private Merchants of Quebec on a pyraticall account 
for that they had no Commission from his most Christian 
Majesty, the Governor of Canada, or any other Person. 

That your Petitioners were no sooner acquainted with the 
sad newes of these Insultes & Injuries then they did humbley 
supplicate your late Royall brother to Demand sattisfaction tor 
yr. Pets. said Losses from the Court of France & he was 
gratiousley pleased to graunt their Request by exhibiting a 
Memoriall of complainte, by the Ld. Preston, then Envoy 
Extraordinary at that Court. 

That whilest yr. Pets. were patiently waiteing, and as they 
hoped justly expecting sattisfaction, for the Injuries & Losses 
already sustayned, two other ships from Canada in the moneth 
of Septembr. 1684 Landed againe a great number of men, at 
the aforesaid Port Nellson, where they stormed a Fort of your 
Petitioners, under the Command of Governor Abraham, 
endeavoring to surprize it by night, but finding themselves 
repulsed, they built a house above the said Fort on the same 
River, where they did intercept the Indians, from bringing 
Goods to yr. Pets. Fort to their farther Damage of £10000 
sterling. 

That the said two Canada shipps in their Returne homewards 
last sommer did in the moneth of July one thousand sixe 
hundred eighty and five meet with one of yr. Petitioners shipps 
called the Perpetuana Merchant Edward Humes Commander 
Outward bound for the said Bay, which ship they tooke as 
Prize, & carryed to Canada, the Commander of the said 
Vessell they have sent home, but doe detaine the said shipp 
(full fraighted with your Pets. goods) and also three of the 
Marriners Prisoners at Quebeck to the farther Damage of yr. 
Petitioners £5000 sterling. 

That the said two Canada vessells also in the same moneth 
of July one thousand sixe hundred eighty & five, meeting 
with two other of yr. Pets. shipps outward bound for the 
bottome of the Bay, did fight with them & endeavor to make 
them prize also, one of them under the Command of Capt. 
Lucas, is come safe home, although she received many shott 
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in her rigging and Hull, the other under the Command of 
Capt. Outlaw though after two dayes engagement with the 
said two Canada shipps got safe to her Port in the Bay, yet — 
there is great cause to feare that by a greater force from Canada, 
she may be made prize in her Returne since she was expected 
home some monethes past, and is now given for lost.* 

That the last yeare three Frenchmen? from Canada were 
taken by your Petitioners servants nere their chiefe Factorey in 
Albany River, where they with many others their Countrimen 
have for the space of 4 yeares endeavoured to entice the 
Indians to joyne with them to destroy that Factorey also and 
have layne so long in that River (though 500 leagues from 
Quebec) intercepting your Petioners Trade at least ten 
thousand skins per annum to their damage of twenty thousand 
pounds sterling. 

That yr. Petitioners have lately received letters from some 
of their Servants now Prisoners at Quebec that the French are 
there fitting out two Vessells each of 20 guns and that two 
more are fitting out at Rochell of a greater force with a designe 
to seize all yr. Petitioners shipps and to destroy yr. Mayjestys 
Subjects in the said Bay. 

That yr. Petitioners after many yeares of great Expence 
have built many Forts & houses and have setled many 
Collonies of Engelish in the said Bay, have built divers shipps, 
& doe already Imploy at least 10 or 12 yearly thereby exporting 
great Quanteties of Cloth, and many other Engelish 
Manufactories, much increasing the number of seamen and 
considerabley advancing yr. Majestyes Customes. 

That your Petitioners at their owne great charge have 
encountred with Interlopers of old England & New England, 
but the power of Canada, they cannot withstand, without your 
Majestyes Royall Assistance, and they being obliged to sende 


1 According to A. 9/4, fo. 5, the Success, Captain Outlaw, was “ Cast away ” 
on December 11, 1685, “‘ on the Northwest . . . of Hudsons Bay 

2 Péré, La Croix and Des Moulins, who were stationed at the French post 
established in 1684 at the northern end of Lake Nipigon by Daniel Greysolon, 
Sieur du Lhut. See pp. 187, 318, 322, and Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, 
P- 237- 
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foure or five shipps for the said Bay, this approching spring 
with great Cargoes, for the support of their Factories, they 
will undoubtedly fall asoe into the hands of the French, to the 
utter ruen of yr. Petitioners, as well as the starveing of many of 
yr Majestyes Subjects in the said Bay, unless yr. Majesty in 
yr. Royall Clemency will appley some speedy remedy to 
prevent the same, whereof they humbley pray. 
That your Majesty would be gratiously pleased to sende 
a small Frigatt in Company of yr. Petitioners shipps to 
protect them for the time to come and will demand againe 
sattisfaction from the Court of France for the former & 
latter Damages yr. Petitioners have sustayned, desyreing 
his most Christian Majesty may give effectuall Commande 
to his Governor of Canada that for the future noe shipps 
or subjects of that Crowne be suffered to anoy or molest 
your Majestyes Subjects in their Just Rights and 
possessions commerce & Trade, the which if denyed 
That your Majesty will grant to yr. Petitioners Letters of 
reprizall on the Subjects of France or will appley such 
other Remedies as your Majesty in your Royall wisdome 
shall thinke fitt 
And they shall ever pray etc. 

The above petition was presented to his Majesty the 25th 
February 1685 as Sr. Ed. Dering Dept. Governor made 
reporte thereof to the Committee 26 Febr. 1685/6.1 And the 
Repley & Damages Delivered into the secretary of state 
office. 


A Deduction of the Damages, Losses & sufferings of the 
Ffudsons Bay Company sustayned by severall Invasions 
& Injuries, done by the French upon their Factories and 


Trade at Port Nelson and other places of Hudsons May. 
[sic ] 


1 According to A. 1/84, fo. 20, Dering, Yonge, Baron, Clarke and Hayward 
waited upon Lord Churchill, who “ introduced them into the Kings presents ”’. 
Dering presented the petition to the King. 
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In the yeare 1682 the Compa. ship called the 
Prince Rupert, Capt. Zachariah Gillam Commander, 
with her cargo Provissions, aminitions etc. by reason 
of an Invasion then made by the French was utterley 
lost, besides the loss of the Commadr. and 5 of his 
men, who perished in the said shipp, and also 6 men 
more of his Majestyes Subjects, who were driven up 
into the woods and there famished and the French 
proceeded farther to destroy the Companies Factorey 
burne Downe their house and tooke Mr. Bridgar 
(who was their Governor) with 16 of his men 
Prisoners and carried most of them away by force to 
Quebec, to the utter unsettling and ruining of the 
Compa. in that Factorey, all which they upon a 
modest computation doe estimate at their Damage of 
£25000 sterling 

In the moneth of September in the yeare 1684 
the French with two shipps & so men entred againe 
the River of Port Nellson & building a small house 
above their Compa. Factorey, did intercept the 
Trade with the Indians that yeare to the Damage of 
above ten thousand pounds sterling 

That in the moneth of July last, upon the 
returning of the said French shipps for Canada, 
meeting a vessell belonging to this Compa. called the 
Perpetuana Merchant Ed. Hume Master bound for 
Port Nellson, with Provissions & Merchantdize for 
the reliefe & suppley of their Factories they tooke 
the said ship with the Master & 12 men & carried 
them to Quebec to the farther Damage of the said 
Compa. five thousand pounds sterling 

And that for 4 yeares last past those of Canada 
have yearly privily frequented the Territories of this 
Compa. within the Lymitts of his Majestyes Charter, 
lurking aboute their Factories (vizt.) at Rupert East 
River, Rupert West River 1 and Albany River at the 
bottome of the Bay, where they have intercepted the 

1 T.e., Moose River. 


£25000 


£10000 


£5000 


£20000 


BEBRUARY. 25, 1686 171 


Trade of the said Compa. to the vallew at least of 10 
thousand beavor skins yearely which 1s equivolent to 

£20000 sterling 

The Totall of all which sufferings amounts to the £60000 
said Compa. Damage of sterling sixty thousand pounds. 


The Governor and Company of Adventurers of 
England trading into Hudsons Bay ! 
To Capt. Robert Porten Comander of the ship Abraham and 
Robert. 

You are with the first faire wind that presents to saile the 
said ship under your command for the North and South Rivers 
of Port Nelson in Hudsons Bay endeavouring to keep Company 
with the Happy Returne Capt. William Bond as far as your 
Course Lyes. 

If you find any of his Majties, Subjects trading or saileing 
within the streights and Bay of Hudsons, Who are not 
imployed by the Company, you are to seize on them and bring 
them into England, in pursuance to his Majties. gracious 
Letters pattents, And if you meet with any Forreigner trading 
or sayleing within the said streights or Bay you are also to seize 
their vessells and goods as prize by vertue of the act of 
parliament for the encouragement of Navigation and bring them 
to England, and them safely to deliver at your arrivall here to the 
order of the Governour Deputy Governour and Comittee of 
the said Company for which this shall be your Warrant Given 
under our hands and Common seale London the 1 5th of May 
Anno Dni. 1686 And in the second year of the Reigne of our 
Sovereigne Lord James the second by the grace of God King of 
England Scotland Franceand Ireland Defender of the faith & ca. 


CHURCHILL JOHN HUBAND? 
Governour Wile LONGE 

EDWARD DERING RICHD. CRADOCK 
Deputy Governour STEPHEN PULTS4 


1 According to A. 1/84, fo. 33, the 4éraham and Robert and the Happy Return 
(see p. 172) sailed from Gravesend on Saturday, May 22, 1686, at about 3 a.m. 

2 Biographies of Sir John Hubandand Stephen Pitts willappear ina later volume 
in this series. 
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The Governour and Company of Adventurers 
of England tradeing into Hudsons Bay ! 
To Capt. William Bond Comander of the ship Happy Returne 

You are with the first fair wind that presents to saile the said 
ship under your Command for Charlton Island Hudsons Bay 
endeavouring to keep Company with the Abraham and Robert 
Capt. Robert Porten as far as your Course Lyes. 

If you find any of his Majties. Subjects trading or Sayling 
within the streights or Bay of Hudson who are not imployed 
by the Company you are to seize on them and bring them into 
England in pursuance to his Majties. Gracious Letters 
Pattents and if you meet with any Forreigner trading or 
Sayleing within the said Streights or Bay You are also to seize 
their Vessells and goods as prize by vertue of the act of 
parliament for the incouragement of Navigation and bring 
them into England, and them safely deliver at your arrivall 
here to the order of the Governour Deputy Governour and 
Comittee of the said Company for which this shall be your 
Warrant. Given under our hands and Common seale in 
London the 1 5h of May Anno Dom. 1686 And in the second 
year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord James the second by 
the grace of God King of England Scotland France and Ireland 
Defender ‘of the farth docx: 

COURGHIEE 
Governour 
EDWARD DERING 
Deputy Governour 
JOHN HUBAND 
WILLS YONGE 
RICHDS CRA DOGCE 
SPEPEEN PUh is 


Peep. 17 Tyit I. 
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The Governour and Company of Adventurers of 
England trading into Hudsons Bay 
To Mr. John Bridgar 
By Vertue of the power and authority to us given by the 

high and mighty Monarch Charles the Second our Late 
Sovereigne of Blessed Memory by his said Majties. Letters 
Pattents under the great seale of England bearing date the 
second day of May in the two and twentieth year of his Reigne 
Wee doe hereby Constitute and appoint you to be Governour 
and Chief Comander of and in Hudsons Bay in the Northwest 
of America and of and in all the Lands and Territories Isles 
and forts seas Bayes Rivers Creekes and Lakes in and about 
the said Bay within the streights Leading thereunto called 
Hudsons streights upon the East mayne of the said Bay and 
from the Cape Henrietta Maria Inclusive upon the West 
mayne thereof To use and exercise the said Government and 
Comand dureing our will and pleasure And all our Comanders 
of our Forts and all Captaines and Masters of our Ships or 
Vessells and all other Officers and persons whatsoever which 
are or shall be imployed by us within the Limitts aforesaid are 
to yeild obedience unto you and you are to follow such Orders 
and directions as you shall from time to time receive from us 
or from the Governour Deputy Governour and Committee of 
the said Company for the time being Given under our hands 
and Common seale the 1 5th day of May Anno Dom. 1686 And 
in the second year of the Reigne of our Sovereigne Lord 
James the second by the grace of God King of England 
Scotland France and Ireland Defender of the faith &ca. 

CEURGEILE 
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The Governour and Company of Adventurers of 
England trading into Hudsons Bay 
To Mr. Robert Sandford 
Wee doe hereby Constitute and appoint you to be our Chief 
trader at Albany River, as also to be Deputy Governour under 
Mr. John Bridgar and in case of the decease or returne for 
England of the said Mr. John Bridgar you are to succeed him 
in the Government and to exercise as Governr. there, the same 
powers and authorities as are by us granted to your said former 
Governour and this dureing our pleasure Dated in London the 
1 5th of May 1686 And in the second year of the Reigne of our 
Sovereign Lord James the second by the grace of God King of 
England Scotland France and Ireland Defender of the faith 
& ca. 
CHURCHILL 
Governour 
EDWARD DERING 
Deputy Governr. 
JOHN HUBAND 
WILL. YONGE 
RICH D.CRADOCK 
STE PEE Neb ides 


The Governour and Company of Adventurers of 
England trading into Hudsons Bay 

To Mr. George Guyer 

By vertue of the power and authority to us given by the high 
and mighty Monarch Charles the second our late Sovereigne 
of Blessed memory by his said Majties. Letters Pattents 
bearing date the second day of May in the two and twentieth 
year of his Reigne Wee doe hereby Constitute and appoint you 
Governour and Comander of and in the River called Port 
Nelson and of and in all the Rivers Lands and territories Isles 
Creekes and Lakes From Cape Henrietta Maria Northwards 
upon the West mayne in the Bay called Buttons Bay Lying 
within the streights of Hudson to use and exercise the said 
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Powers dureing our Will and pleasure and wee doe strictly 
require and Command all Comanders and Masters of ships 
Barks Shallops or other Vessells and all other Officers and 
persons whatsoever which are or shall be Imployed by us 
within the Limitts aforesaid to yeild due Obedience unto you 
and you your selfe are to follow such Orders and directions as 
you shall from time to time receive from us Given under our 
hands and Common seale the 15 day of May Anno 1686 And 
in the second year of the Reigne of our Sovereign Lord James 
the second by the grace of God King of England Scotland 
France and Ireland Defender of the faith &ca. 


CHURCHILL JOHN HUBAND 
Governour WILL. YONGE 

EDWARD DERING RICHD. CRADOCK 
Deputy Governour SLEPHEN PITIS 


The Governour and Company of Adventurers of 
England trading into Hudsons Bay 
To Mr. Samuel Missenden 
Wee doe hereby Constitute and appoint you to be our Chief 
at New Severne as also to be Deputy Governour under Mr. 
George Gayer and in case of the decease or returne for England 
of the said George Gayer You are to succeed him in the 
Government and to exercise as Governr. there the same 
powers and authorities as are by us granted to your said 
former Governour and this dureing our pleasure Dated in 
London the 15th of May 1686 and in the second year of the 
Reigne of our Sovereigne Lord James the second by the grace 
of God King of England Scotland France and Ireland Defender 
of the faith &ca. 
CHURCHILL JOHN HUBAND 
Governour WILL. YONGE 
EDWARD DERING RICHD? CRADOCK 
Deputy Governour STEPHEN -PLILS 
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London 20 May 1686.1 

Mr. John Bridgar 

We recd. youres of the 31 August 1685? from Charleton 
Island by Capt. Lucas, but Capt. Outlaw returned not home, 
we pray God to sende us good newes of him: We thanke you 
for the large account you give us of the matter of the two 
French Barques when you met them with the Perpetuana 
Merchant in their Custody, we wish some of our other shipps 
had beene in Compa. with you, then we Doubt not but you 
wold have rendred us a good account of those French pirates, 
& of the Beavor they stole from us as well as preserved the 
Perpetuana Merchant, But we must be content for the present, 
and are sattisfyed that Capt. Outlaw did his parte honestly and 
like a man as farr as it was possible for him with that ship & in 
that place to doe. Hume was a poore spirited fellow 
(notwithstanding the smallness of his ship) to goe so tamely at 
first Command on board the French & to desert his owne ship, 
which is never to be excused in any Commander. Nor were 
we less unhappy in the timerous & imprudent carriage of a 
Governor at Port Nellson,* who suffered them to come thither 
to settle quietly under their noses & to trade all the yeare by 
them, and rather caressed & treated them then anywayes 
interrupted them, when it had bene easey by one stratagem or 
other, if not by open hostility, to have destroyed their Barques 
dispersed & taken the men & to have seized their Trade. But 


1 See A. 1/84, fo. 30d., at a Committee, May 5, 1686, “ Sr. Ed. Dering Dept. 
Governor is Desired to Answer the Governors letters that came from the bottome 
of the Bay & Port Nellson. And to that end the Secretary is ordered to Answer 
the Merchantdize parte & send the same to the Deputy Governor tomorrow.” 
Ibid., fo. 31d., at a Committee, May 14, 1686, “‘ The Severall Letters to the 
pticular. Factors at Port Nelson New Severne Albany River, Moose River & East 
Ruperts River were read & aproved off and Ordered to bee writt in faire the care 
of which is Recomended to Mr. Hayward.” Ibid., fo. 35, at a Committee, 
July 2, 1686, “ Mr. Haywards 2 young men haveing taken a great deale of 
paines the last expedition in writeing faire several letters Directed to the Compa. 
servants in Hudsons Bay etc. Ordered Mr. Hayward to give each of them halfe 
a Guynney which Mr. Hayward Delivered to the Depty. G. & the Dept. 
Governor pd. them.” 

2 This letter has not been traced in the Company’s archives. 

3 John Abraham. See p. 188. 
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we hope there may come a time of Retaliation, when our 
affaires shall be in the hands & managery of honester or at 
least Wiser men. We have therefore tooke speciall care this 
yeare to put our concernes every where into the hands of the 
most prudent & discreet persons that we can pitch upon & 
whose courage as well as fidelity we have good reason to confide 
in. Mr. Phipps though he went at last for Port Nellson to 
take charge of the Governemt. there, yet he went so late that 
it hath left us unsattisfyed yet whither he be there or no, Capt. 
Bond comeing from thence the 16th Septembr. last & yet 
bringing us no newes of his Arrivall then & besides Mr. Phipps 
undertooke our Imployment (which we designed as a particuler 
marke of our Favour to him) with so much unsteadiness & 
irresolution that in his letter to us he demands the Sallerey to 
be advanced to £200 a yeare or else to be sent for home this 
yeare, wch. we doe not take well from him, but shall never 
advance our salleries to encrease our charge which is already 
to great. Wee have therefore left it to his Election, whither 
he will stay there with the accustomed Sallerey or noe, and if 
he abides not there but returnes home, We have apointed Mr. 
Geyer from New Severne to goe & take the Government upon 
him at Port Nellson and have ordered Mr. Missenden to goe 
chiefe at New Severne in Mr. Geyers place. For our present 
standing charge we are resolved to retrench what we can 
possibley of it, & the necessity of our affaires obligeth us to it, 
our charge encreasing daily and our Trade Decreasing besides 
many losses, as perticulerly this last yeare in missing Capt. 
Outlaw & in looseing Humes. You see also that the whole 
designed Cargo from the Bottom of the Bay this last yeare was 
but 12 thousand skins & yet we doe not finde hitherto Port 
Nellson to encrease proportionabley. Soe that our Trade in 
the Bottom of the Bay to fall from twenty thousand skins 
yearly to twelve thousand, if it should continue (which God 
forbid) wold eate us out with the vast charge for those reasons, 
and for that Beavor also here in Europe falls every Day in price 
lower & Lower (which you ought to have in your thoughts in 
the standard of Trade) we must every where order our affaires 
to our best advantage, and accordingly we have apointed no 
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Dept. Governor to Mr. Geyer in Port Nellson but have 
thought fitt to cast of that charge as Superfluous. In like 
manner you haveing entred into our service the last yeare at 
£100 p. annum for 3 yeares, and knowing well your Direction 
and moderation & how well you are affectioned to our service 
and Interest, we have determined upon the arrivall of these to 
yr. hands to change your Post in pointe of Quality, and doe 
accordingly order Governor Sergeant to Surrender the 
Governemt. into your hands, and you Immediatly to take the 
same upon you according to the Commission under our seale 
which we have herewith sent you. But we shall not alter your 
Sallery from {100 p. annum & though you have contracted 
for that Sallerey to serve us three yeares, yet to give you 
farther sattisfaction, Wee doe assure you that it is our Resolution 
for the future to retrench the Governrs. Saleryin that place from 
what it hath beene to £100 p. yeare above which noe Governor 
there for the future shall have upon which account we know 
your Ingenuity is such that we doe not Doubt of yr. cheerfull 
acquiescence in what we have founde so much reason to doe, 
not only for your three yeares at present contracted, but for the 
future as we hope we shall have cause to continue your 
Imployment. Nor can we see any pretence you can have of 
Dissattisfaction, since your aime & desire at first was to have 
gone to Port Nellson, where you know the sallery was no more 
and so just we will be to you, that it shall not be more hereafter 
in the Bottome of the Bay. Wherefore we desire you to appley 
your selfe with all Dilligence and alacrety to your charge and 
from your prudent conduct & resolution in all occations we 
cannot but promiss our selves to see our Trade florish againe 
in that place, & to receive twenty thousand skins yearely from 
the whole bottome of the Bay as formrly. We have apointed 
Mr. Robt. Sandford to be Chiefe Trader at Albany River and 
for his encouragement have given him a sallery of £50 Pp. 
annum and we have designed no other second or Deputy 
Governor to you, knowing that your Prudence and knowlidge 
in our concernes and the advantage of our Interest wil suppley 
the unnecessarinesse of that place. But as your resting 
satisfied in our Determination & pleasure will lay some sort 


MAY 20, 1686 179 


of obligation upon us, so we will not forbeare to informe & 
assure you that as we have reason to play the good husbands in 
all Retrenchments of charge which we can decently doe, yet 
never the less we are resolved alwaies to have our hearts open to 
merit in our services, & although Duty & fidelity obligeth 
every one to exert their utmost Industry for the promoting our 
advantage and Interest, yet we thinke it reasonable to declare 
that wheresoever we finde that Dilligence adhibited that may 
hapely bring our Trade to its former degree & station, We will 
enlarge our selves to every such person in such bountifull 
acknowlidgments by way of Gratueties as shall give them no 
cause to be dissattisfyed at or expostulate about a sallery, & 
this we are sure will sufficiently content the Ingenious, where 
there is a spur left to their Industrey & they will Desire to be 
rewarded but according to their merits, whilest the faithfull sit 
downe in the Securety of their sallery, without regarding 
whither we have any produ{(ce] suitable to our great charge. 
Mr. Sandford we looke upon as a person dextrous & 
experienced in the trading parte, & as he hath declared to us 
that he both can & does not Doubt to bring our trade from 
the bottome of the Bay to the same height it was formerly, so 
we have assured him that an agreeable encouragement & 
gratification shall not be wanting when ever we finde our 
advantage endebted to his Extraordinary Industrey & 
Designes. We therefore desire you to encourage & assist 
him in all the waies which may best tend to the gaineing or 
encreasing of a Trade and to goe hand in hand together for our 
Common good & Interest: Mr. Knight & Mr. Sandford 
both have exhibited severall Argument[s] & Reasons to us 
here, why Charleton Island should be deserted and our house 
there erected to receive our goods should be demolished, the 
substance of their reasons as they put them in writeing we 
send you a coppy of And it being a thing of great Importance 
to deliberate upon before we resolve to have it done, We doe 
require you to call an ample Councell and Collect all their 
Opinions & Reasons pro & con together & send us the Result 
together with your owne Judgment there upon, that so may 
consider what will be best to order the next yeare: Mr. 
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Sandford who gives his opinion for it will be with you upon 
the place, & Governor Sergeant heareing a full Debate 
thereupon that subject, will be most fitting to Report the same 
to us at his Returne home. 

All the goods we send you this yeare are excellent good in 
their respective kinds, we have sent you 456 guns all of the 
best as can be made & cost us Deare, so that you must have 
respect to that in your trading of them, as also to Remember 
that Beavor growes Lower & Lower in price here every Day 
and unless you advance our Standard of Trade in that 
Commodity, we shall be but loosers by it the last yeare we sent 
500 guns to the Bottome of the Bay so that we cannot conceive 
that you will have any want of them. We have also sent this 
yeare some Indian Corne! which we could never get before, 
which we hope will please the Indians very much & we designe 
for Trade as well as sometymes to treate them, & if you 
encourage us we will sende you greater quantetyes of it. 

Our Tobacco is also this yeare the best Brazeele, that which 
the Indians are so much bewitched with, & all other goods 
accordingly, so that there can be no Deficiencey on our parts 
towards allureing a great trade, & what ever we shall want for 
a new yeares suppley write us expressly & we will endeavor to 
please you both in Quality & Quantety. 

We are requested by Mr. Radison at Port Nellson to give 
order to the Bottome of the Bay, that the Barke of Burch trees 
be brought from thence to Port Nellson, to make Canoes with 
which it seemes is scarce there, and the Indians there have very 
much sollicited us to have it done, therefore we ordr. you to 
transport what Barke you can to them at Port Nellson by every 
Opertunity. 

1A. 15/3, fo. 51, April 7, 1686, “ Indian Corne Dr. to Stephen Evance & 
Compa. £16. 5. — assigned Wm. Harris to receive for Fraight of 13 hogs. 
Indian corne from Boston.”  Ibid., “ Indian Corne Dr. to George Baron 
£20. 0. 8. bought by his Agent Jos. Short 210 bushels Indian corne amg. unto 
according to his bill £26. 12. 10. New England money which makes sterling 
£20. 0. 8.” According to A. 1/84, fo. 28, April 23, 1686, James Knight advised 
that 75 bushels should be sent to Albany, 15 bushels to Moose, 10 bushels to 


Rupert River, 66 bushels to Port Nelson and the remainder to New Severn. He 
also advised that 2 quarts of corn would be worth 1 winter beaver skin. 
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For Issing glass, We wold not have you desi from the Search 
after the best of it, @ send us home great quantetyes both of that &F 
of the Rock it selfe, & of the greene earth, & of the red Cullered 
earth, and of any Mineralls or stones whatsoever. send them in as 
large Quanteties as our ship hath roome to spare to take in, &P not 
in little peeces, for then we can better make the tryall of any thing. 

We desire you likewise as much as you can possible to encourage 
& encrease our trade of Martin skins & all small furrs, for they 
turne better to account then Beavor & are mightily requested here: 
the Canada Compa. have above thirty thousand Martins 
returned every yeare, & sure you might finde yr. way to 
encrease our Trade in them also every yeare. 

We desire yeu likewise as much as yeu can possible to 
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We have sent some tinne Kettles this yeare etc. for a tryall. 

That notwithstanding the Expiration of any Servants tyme 
yet we thinke fitt to order that none shall returne without 
haveing a yeare before signified to us his time to be soe expired 
& his desire to Returne, that so we be not surprized in the 
want of any of our servants, for unless such Intimation be made 
to us, we shall not provide others in their roome, concluding 
they intende to tarry. 

There is a stone &F a minerall sent us home last yeare out of a 
mine nere Cape Jones, we wold have you fill up all our Vacant 
Tonnage with that stone, digged as Deepe as can be out of that 
myne. And also in the Ising-glass myne, get us as much as you 
can of the very Rock of the Ising glass. though the glass it selfe 
should not be good, We supose you may blow it up with 
powder & we would have all our spare tonnage in our shipps 
homeward filled up with such things. 

Take care from all the Factories you returne all the dry 
Caske (vizt.) those with the mault pease flower Kettles etc. 
That in all your advices when you write for any thing That you 
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be as perticuler as may be especially in wyer, stockings mittens 
& other things for many tymes our Factors advices formerly 
have bene so generall that we know not what to buy. 
Yr. Lo. Friends 

CHURCHILL Governor 

ED. DERING Dept. Governr. 

JOHN HUBAND 

WM. YOUNG 

RICH. CRADOCK 

SAM. CLARKE 

NICO. HAYWARD 

SLE. Pris 


London 20 May 1686. 
Mr. John Bridgar 

We have had farther Debate aboate the Desserting of 
Charleton Island the reasons offered why it should be quitted 
are these vizt. 

If a warr happen with France or Holland, there being no 
fortification upon the place, all our Goods may be easily 
surprized, that the time our men are there, is when there 18 
most danger of any attempt by the French upon our Factories, 
which by this meanes are very much weakned, that there is a 
great consumption & expence of Engelish Provisions all the 
while they continue on that Island & that our Goods by 
unladeing and relading there are frequently Damaged besides 
many other charges which attend our Continuance & stop at 
that place, to our great Loss & prejudice. On the other side 
that it is much more convenient & safe to sende our Goods to 
Moosebee River, where no vessell of Considerable force can 
attack our Fort & from thence convey them to the two other 
Factories, so that at last we are come to this Result to desert 
that Island & Demolish the house upon it, if you in Councell 
concur with the reasons above rehearsed, or have other good 
grounds, for the quitting of that place, and in such case you are 
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hereby ordered to effect it, whereupon you may the next yeare 
expect our shipping Directly to you at Moosebee, where you 
are desired in the meane tyme to erect a convenient store house 
for the Reception of our Goods. Yet however if you finde it 
not for the Companies safety & advantage to leave that Island, 
we shall then let all Rest as it does at present, but doe require 
of you, your reasons in writeing why you doe not Concur with 
us in the Demolishment of that place. 


Mr. John Bridgar 

Notwithstanding our Generall Ir. we thinke good to repeate 
to you that you permitt none of your servants to Returne but 
those who have our leaves and are apointed by our said Irs, to 
come home if the necessety of our affaires require their 
continuance yet if there be any amongst them that you finde 
useless those you may suffer to come home the manidgment of 
which is left to your discretion. 

We have farther to let you know that it is our express order 
that without loss of tyme that you sende a Detachment of sixe 
men where of Phillip Scovell to be chiefe & that he take to his 
assistance Mathew Locket & Clym to get a considerable 
quantety of stone or minerall which leyes nere Cape Jones 
which we require you to sende home the next yeare & to that 
effect have sent a cople of Engines for the blowing up of the 
Rocks as to the Rest of the said Engines Mr. Sandford can 
informe you. Wee conceave this to be matter of great moment 
wherefore expect your utmost care & Dilligence. likewise if 
possible you sende us this yeare some of the Rock and Issing 
glass we meane that which is upon the Slood River and that 
against the next yeare you provide large quantetyes both of the 
Rock & glass. That Intend no setled Factorie at Cape Jones 
but men at a proper tyme to get a large parcell of the minerall 
but that the Settlement be fixed at slood River before you 
hazard the loss of this Ingine wold have you make a patterne 


in wood. Mr. Sandford hath the patterne of the Minerall. 
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Weagaine Recommendethe wholeto your prudent manidgment 
& Rest 
Yr. lo. Friends 

ED. DERING Dept. Governor 

JOHN HUBAND 

WM. YOUNGE 

RICH. GRADOCK 

SAV. CUARKE 

NICHOLAS HAYWARD 

Seb Ties 


London 20 May, 1686 
Mr. Sergeant. 

Sr. youres of the 24th August? last past we have recd. by 
which we understand you recd. ours of the 22th May that 
yeare by Capt. Richard Lucas Mr. of the Owners goodwill. 

We thinke now you are your selfe very sensible of your 
Extravigant, Demands required the first yeare you entred 
upon your Governemt. youmay Remember you Demanded 1 100 
guns for all the Factories for 2 yeares and at the heighest of the 
Trade in the Bottome of the Bay not 360 were sold in a yeare 
and so proportionable for other Goods. 

We Doe approve your sending home all unvendable Goods. 
as this last yeare you afirme you have done from Albany River 
& Hayes Island and this yeare from Rupert River. As yet we 
have recd. but 1100 hatchets p. Lucas what is comeing home 
of such kinde of Goods in Capt. Outlaw we know not. 

We take notice of the cause as you assigne of your bad Trade 
the last yeare (vizt.) the Numerous Compa. of the French that 
ley at the head of our Rivers and will not suffer the Indians to 
come Down to our Factories. indeed such a bad Trade we 
have not had since we began to suppley your markets with 
good & vendable goods, & whither this be the true Cause as 
you alledge we know not, some that are comed home Doe think 
there are other reasons besides. 

1 This letter has not been found in the Company’s archives. 
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We are well pleased that our Tobacco last sent Doe give the 
Indians content, which has encouraged us to suppley all our 
Factories this expedition with the like and are resolved to 
continue it in the future though it be to us a much greater 
charge then formerly, And we doe approve that you have 
established 4 li. of the same Tobacco for a winter beavor, from 
which we charge you and your Successors never to vary. 

We perceive you are Displeased that we inhibite you to give 
beavor Coates to our Shipmasters, alledging two Reasons; the 
Practice of your Predecessors & of the Dept. Governor & 
Warehouse Keeper we know very well Governor Nixon before 
you Did it But we never did approve thereof Much less for the 
Deputy Governor or Warehouse Keeper to Doe the like, of 
which hitherto we never knew any were given away by such & 
if you had knowne the Dept. Governor or Warehouse Keeper 
to have done so in the tyme of yr. Governemt. it behoved you 
to acquainte us therewith. 

We have had some controversey with some of our Servants 
that came home last yeare aboute their beavor & Martin skin 
coates, they alledging the skins were gotten by their owne 
industrey & some againe presented them by the Indians, both 
which reasons are to us vaine & frivolous. For what ever 
comes to our servants hands, whither by the one way or the 
other, it ought to be esteemed as our owne, for we are at great 
& vast charges there, we pay for their tyme which is not theirs 
but ours, & all Goods that comes to their hands is by virtue of 
our maintaineing them. We know presents from Indians Doe 
arrise from presents first from them to the Indians, & what are 
the presents but of our owne Goods, Therefore judge you to 
whome all furrs belong. 

We Doe expect from you and all future Governors you 
strictly watch all ship Masters & others of our Servants that 
come home, that they doe not presume to bring home any furrs 
whither single or for lyneing of coates, if you finde any such 
you shall take them away there & put them into our Warehouse 
& ship them home with our Goods of which you may acquainte 
all our Servants therewith. 

We Doe still continue firme in our Judgments that 5 li. 
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flower & ¢ li. flesh is sufficient for a man a weeke, when you 
have other helpes in other Provissions as pease & fresh 
Provissions gotten by the Industrey of our Servants which by 
the powder & shott expended in each Factorey yearely runs 
heigh: by every Factories Journall we doe Judge rightly And 
if other Governors your Predecessors have bene extravigant 
this way its no rule we should continue it upon such slender 
Reasons you mention, because others before you have 
practised the same. 

We take notice the Slood affaire will not yet turne to 
account what you sent home last is not worth any thing but we 
have hopes in tyme it may turne to account & would have the 
search pursued. 

What we hinted in our last, so we continue our Resolutions 
to make a Retrenchment of our servants. We purpose these 
Number of Servants to be at each Factorey (vizt.) At Albany 
River 18. Hayes Island 12, & Rupert River 6. & now we 
have in all our Residences in the Bottome of the Bay 56. so 
that our Supernumerey Servants are 20. Which is a vast and a 
great charge to us, Therefore when these come to your hands 
let there be such a nomber of Servants chosen out for each 
Factorey as we have a fore expressed & the Excess send home 
as supernumerary, among which we would have Wm. Fowlder 
sent home, whose father has bin with us to grant him leave to 
returne And Sam. Oake & Thomas Garland whose wifes have 
gained our leaves for their Returne & let Garlands boy be sent 
home, so Wm. Chub & James Harris & Mr. Verner at Rupert 
River whose wife hath bin with us to desire our leave that 
he may Returne, which we grant if it be his Desire also to 
returne. 

We wold have you publish to all our Servants that none in 
the future shall returne home But they who shall first Declare 
in writeing to us that their tyme is up & signify their Desire to 
returne home. 

We Did in our last acquainte you that we constituted Mr. 
John Bridgar your Dept. & to be your Successor Governor 
upon the expiration of your tyme which favour we continue 
still to him and Doe order you upon the arrivall of our shipps 
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Immediatly to resigne up the Governemt. to him & Returne 
your selfe with all your Family & Mr. French! the Minister 
too. 

We understand the Reason why you captivated Mons. 
Perry;? we Did the like here upon his Arrivall though he is 
lately discharged and gone into France. 

your severe charge agst. Mr. Knight we have inspected, 
who does deny the whole; how ever we give you Credence & 
therefore have not discharged him, nor shall we until your 
arrivall, & then we doe expect you will make that charge good 
agst. him according as you write. You have also charged some 
of our Servants with mutyning caballing & Rayleing at us for 
short allowances etc. which has bred great fewds & animosities 
amongst our servants, we heartily wish they had all studyed to 
be quiet & promoted our Trade better for which end all were 
sent. 

We understand that Capt. Outlaw (thankes be unto God) 
arrived with you in safety, in whome you shipped $ the beavor 
you traded the last yeare upwards of 7000 but he is not yet 
Returned, yet we hope he is well with you, of which we should 
be glad to heare and at last to see him come home in safty this 

eare. 
{ Capt. Lucas arrived here in the moneth of October last in 
safety whose lading we tooke Due notice of, though very small, 
hopeing by the joynt Industrey of you and Mr. Bridgar this 
yeare to receive a much larger Cargoe. 

We have hopes Mr. Phipps got well to Port Nellson, though 
we are sorrey & Doe not take it well that he demurred so long 
upon our pleasure & Direction which was Designed so perfect 
a favour & kindness to him. We desire you to communicate 
to Mr. Bridgar your Successor in the Governement, what we 
have write you here, that together with what he will see in our 
letter addresd. to himselfe, he may be the fuller instructed & 
encouraged to enter upon his charge as Governor in the 


1 John French. See H.B.8., IX, 319-20. 
See p. 168, n. 2, and pp. 318, 322. Péré’s companions, La Croix and Des 
Moulins, had escaped from Charlton Island. See Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, 


pp. 237-8. 
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Bottome of the Bay And by reason of your Returne home, it 
being the lesse needfull to enlarge farther 
your very Loveing Friends 
CHURHILL = Goverr. 
ED. DERING Dept. Governor 
JOHN HUBAND 
WM. YOUNGE 
RICHARD CRADOCK 
SAM. CLARKE 
NICHOLAS HAYWARD 
SER. Pils 


London 20 May 1686. 
Capt. John Abraham. 
Sr. yours of the 4th Septembr.? last p. Capt Bond we have 
recd. who arrived in safty in Due tyme. 


ou Did to in givetp\us an acco, 
inveding ofr Rights at Poft NellSon in a 
we Mhinke’ you did\not wdnt meanes to 


them. 
According to your Desire and likewise Mr. Radisons we 


have sent you two great guns mounted upon ship Carriages 
for a platt forme, 9 foote long & carryng 9 pound bullet each 
23 C. weight with sufficient ball & chaine shott the better to 
secure our Factorey. 

You did well in giveing us an account of the French invading 
our Rights at Port Nellson in an hostile manner but we think 
you did not want meanes to have utterley destroyed (if you had 
pleased) them which we cold have justifyed when they gave 
the first Assault & provocation, by which good success we had 
bin ever rid of them in that place but we feare they will now 
be encouraged to prosecute new attempts. And your 
permitting their quiet trading in our Rivers so long without 
any molestation is a thing we cannt well digest and of which 
we Doe expect upon your Returne home a better accte. 

We perceave the Hollands guns? Doe not please the Indians 

1 This letter has not been traced in the Company’s archives. *See p.147,n. 2. 


f the French 
ostile\manner, but 
ve utterldy destroyed 
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therefore we will not sende any more but have chose rather 
though much Dearer to us, to send the best Engelish guns, 
which we doe not doubt will please the Indians beyond any 
that the French have & must accordingly be regarded in the 
Standard of Commerce. 

You have Done well in settling New Severne which you 
give us strong hopes will prove a good Factorey, which we 
heartily wish it may therefore have this yeare and therefore have 
this yeare ordered a sufficient suppley of goods and all things 
for a Trade for that place. 

We cannot yet tell whither Mr. Phipps gott well to you at 
Port Nellson or noe, whome as we write you last yeare, we 
apointed Governor there as soone as he arrived, We have now 
made severall new Provissions in the Settlement of our Offices 
and Servants there and at New Severne; which you will 
perceave by our Generall Ir. to Mr. Phipps our Governor. 
And for Divers Reasons (as we intimated to you the last yeare) 
our pleasure & order is that you returne home this Voyage by 
Capt. Porteene, but untill his Departure & comeing away 
from Port Nellson, Wee will that you remaine & assist as one 
of the Councell there & dureing your stay there We pray you 
to give all the Assistance and communication of affaires not 
only to our Governor that shall be but also to all our other 
Officers & servants there as shall be necessary & proper 
wherein you shall finde us sensible of your good will & good 
affection to our service. What other pointes in ye. |r, are 
necessary to be answered, We have done it in our Ir. to the 
Governor who shall abide there, it being needless to enlarge 
to you who are returning home, in which we wish you a good 
Voyage & remaine yr. very loveing Friends 
CHURCHILL Governr. ED. DERING Dept. Governor 

JOHN HUBAND 

WM. YOUNGE 
RICHARD CRADOCK 
SAM. CLARKE 
NICHOLAS HAYWARD 
eM dhe aed WED ES, 
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Mr. Geo. Geyer 

We received yours the last yeare by Capt. Bond and are very 
glad to understand that New Severne is well setled and by all 
the Assurances we have from Port Nellson We may expect a 
very considerable trade from thence, of which we hope we shall 
finde the good effect this yeare. We have therefore, that 
nothing may be wanting on our parts to encourage & advance it 
now sent by our ship the Abraham & Robert whereof Captaine 
Portene is Commander, a very considerable suppley of all 
Merchantdize & provissions etc. for that perticuler Factorey 
of New Severne as our Invoice will informe you, and we shall 
be glad to heare of such encrease of Trade there, as the next 
yeare to be obliged to send more. And because we are sensible 
of your good service to us in this Settlement, & also of your 
Fidelity and Courage at Port Nellson, when the weakness of 
Governor Abraham was like to have sacrificed all our concernes 
at the approach of the two french Barques in 1684. We are 
therefore willing to take all occations to shew our favor & good 
will towards you And if Mr. Phipps be not upon the place at 
Port Nellson or refuseth to accept of our favour, in constituteing 
him Governor there, but will returne home, (as we have left it 
to his choise) & required him to declare his minde within 3 
Dayes) then we have apointed you to goe to Port Nellson & to 
be our Governr. there, & we have ordered Mr. Sam. Missenden 
to be chiefe at New Severne, & to take a long wth. him Mr. 
Welsh for Trader accordingly, if Mr. Missenden goes thither 
we desire you to give him the best Directions & Instructions 
you can for his Deportment there and for the better advanceing 
of that place. For the avoiding of confusion & Difference 
which may arrise in case of Death, or any sudden accident or 
removall of any of our Governors or their Deputyes or seconds 
& for the maintaineing a certaine & constant succession in our 
Governement we have thought fitt to declare that our 
Governement in in Port Nellson & New Severne shall Succeed 
in this manner. 1 Mr. Phipps. 2. Mr. Geyer. 3. Mr. 
Missenden. 4. Mr. Welsh. 5. Mr. Sinclare And so 
successively one after another as shall faile or be removed & 
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this to avoide any Interruption or Vacancey in Governement 
shall be pro tempore untill we shall further declare our 
pleasures or otherwise order. 

That notwithstanding the Expiration of any Servants tyme, 
yet we thinke fitt to order that none shall returne without 
haveing a yeare before signifyed to us his time to be so expired 
& his desire to returne, that so we be not surprized in the want 
of any of our Servants for unless such Intimation be made to us, 
we shall not provide others in their Roomes concluding they 
intend to tarry. 

What relates to our trade, Defence of our Factories, or any 
other concernes you will perceive by Communication of our 
other Irs. if you remove to Port Nellson, so that shall not need 
_ to enlarge particulerley to you. But we desire from you a full 
& punctuall account of New Severne & your thoughts what 
you thinke it may prove, or what may be necessary for its 
future encouragemt. or Securety & likewise in what posture 
you finde all things at Port Nellson, if you settle there. So we 
bid you heartily farewell & remaine 

your very loveing Friends 

CHURCHILL Governr. ED. DERING Dept. Governor 

JOHN HUBAND 
WM. YOUNG 
RICHARD CRADOCK 
SAM. CLARKE 
NICHOLAS HAYWARD 
Sp EEE ES 


London 20 May 1686. 

Mr. Thomas Phipps 

Yours of the 28 August} the last yeare we recd. by Capt. 
Lucas. his Returne from Charleton Island: by our letters 
that Voyage we acquainted you that we had pitched upon you 
to be our Governor at Port Nellson, which we did with great 
consideration & a sense of your good services to us hitherto in 

1 This letter has not been traced in the Company’s archives. 
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the Bottome of the Bay, which we looked upon to deserve an 
Encouragement & advancement to an higher Imploy, & since 
it must needs have bene unexpected to you, we promissed our 
selves not only a gratefull acceptance & full satisfaction from 
you in it, but also a very hapy success & Improvement of 
our Trade & affaires at Port Nellson by yr. Industrey & 
prudent conduct. 

We are very sorrey that upon the Arrivall of Capt. Lucas 
you demurred so long before you resolved to take your Voyage 
for Port Nellson, that you determined it absolutely with your 
selfe till the arrivall of Capt. Outlaw which was full 14 daies 
after & then you set forwards in the Hayes sloope, which hath 
bin occation that you arrived there after the Departure of 
Capt. Bond, (if it pleased God to send you safe thither) and 
we are kept yet in uncertainty whether you are there or no, 
which is no small prejudice to our affaires as well as a 
Dissatisfaction to our minds But hoping the best & that you 
arrived well there, Wee doe not intend to pass over in Silence, 
the Discontent you seeme to intimate upon account of the 
Sallerey of the Governors place at Port Nellson of {100 a 
yeare & that you desire it to be augmented to £200 yeare as 
in the Bottome of the Bay or else to be removed, We doe 
confess that besides your owne letter we have had also the like 
Intimation of your mind from your Kindsman here Mr. 
Thomas Phipps. But it seemes very strange to us, that for so 
signall a marke of our Favour and respect which we designed 
to you, you should have no other gratefull sense then to 
endeavor to introduce a new president & a new charge upon 
us by rayseing our Sallerey there which all your Predecessors 
have bin content & thankfull for; besides it seemes to us that 
it should have bin very sattisfactorey to you to be removed from 
the station of Warehouse Keeper in the Bay & the Sallerey of 
£70 a yeare to a Post of more emenencey enlarged to £100 a 
yeare. The posture of our affaires at present and the Decay 
of our Trade of late hath bin such as puts us so far from the 
thoughts of encreasing our charge, that we are resolved to 
retrench it in as many places as we can, & therefore to be very 
sincere with you, we will shew you the mistaken grounds on 
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which you doe assume to your selfe to demand such a sallery; yr. mistake in 
first you say you heare that wee doe give Mr. Raddison £200 a Rad#sons Salary 
yeare, which as it is a great mistake so we need say no more to 
it, presumeing you are fully enformed and satisfyed of the 
truth of that by this tyme upon the place, though we must not 
let it pass without this animadversion that your eye ought not 
to be evill because ours is good & if it were so & we saw reason 
for it, our Judgments ought not to stand corrected by any of 
our Officers, but every one to keepe himselfe contented 
within his owne sphere of Imploy & the appendixes of it. 
Next you urge the sallerey of the Governor in the bottome of 
the Bay, which might be pleaded by the Successors of those 
Governors but is no manner of perswasive Argument nor 
precedent for Port Nellson, where the sallery never was more 
then £100 p. annum But to take of the Edge of that Plea to, 
We doe condescend ingeniously to assure you, that we finde decrease Trade 
our Trade so farr decay both in the Intrado of our Cargos 
home & in the fall of the price of Beavor here, & yet our 
charge to encrease daily both at home & abroad that we are 
resolved to retrench those Salleries, & this very Expedition 
We doe substitute Mr. Bridgar in the place of Governor 
Sergeant who returnes home, but with the Retrenchmt. of the Mr. Sergeant 
Sallerey to £100 p. annum, & so to continue for the future, ©”: 
which if he be not pleased with, We give him free leave also to 
Returne. We have tooke the paines to say this much to give 
you the Fuller sattisfaction and as we hope you will weigh our 
favour to you rightly, so we must deale plainely, We cannot 
at this tyme encrease our charge by enlargeing our established 
Sallerey. We desire therefore that you may goe cheerfully 
on in prosecuting the Commission we sent you last yeare to be 
Governor at Port Nelson. We doe esteeme our Factorey there 
as we ought to doe, & as the best flower in our garden if well 
looked after & cultivated 8& there is no servant from the heighest 
to the lowest, but if we finde from his faithfull endeavors & i, oad 
extraordinary Industrey a sutable encrease of our Trade, and our ©" 
Returnes of Beavor &© other skins yearly enlarged, We shall take 
his merit into our Fust & serious consideration &F dispense such 
bountefull rewards as none shall have cause to stand expostulateing 
N 
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upon a Sallery. But if notwithstanding all is here said, you 
shall yet demur upon accte. of the sallerey, We have thought 
fitt for the good & speedy settlement of our Factories to 
require you to Declare your selfe in three Dayes after you shall 
receive these our letters, and in case you shall reject our favour, 
We have constituted Mr. Geo. Geyer to come from 
New-Severne & take upon him the Governemt. of Port Nellson, 
& we doe give you your free liberty to come home, by Capt. 
Porteenes ship & we doe order & strictly charge you to 
communicate this our letter to Mr. Geyer & to the whole 
publik councell. 

Furthermore in case of yr. Returne home, Death or any 
other remove, we have apointed Mr. Sam. Missenden to goe & 
take the Governemt. of New-Severne upon him at the Sallerey 
of £50 p. annum, & Mr. Welsh to goe with him as Warehouse 
keeper & chiefe Trader there, whose sallery for his 
Encouragement We doe encrease to {25 p. annum. But for 
the trading parte at Port Nellson, and all circumstances which 
may conduce to the Improvemt. or Conduct of it, We doe 
expressly order & Command that it be left supremly and 
chiefly to Mr. Radison, whose skill that way & knowlidge of 
the Indians, we have a particuler assurance, as well as an intire 
confidence in his Integrity & faithfullness. We will therefore 
that therein & in all the Designes & methods which he shall 
project or lay for the carryng on of our Trade no man 
whatsoever shall oppose or controule him, so long as consistes 
with the apparent safety & preservation of our Fort & 
Factorey and all other our Rights & Privilidges in those 
partes. & if you returne home & Mr. Geyer come to Port 
Nellson & Mr. Missenden goe to New-Severne as aforesaid, 
then we apointe Mr. Sinclare to be WarehouseKeeper at 
Port Nellson and we will have no other second to Mr. 
Geyer, But if you stay in Port Nellson, we doe apointe 
Mr. Sam. Missenden to stay there likewise as your second in 
the Governement. 

We have sent an extraordinary suppley of all sortes of goods, 
as well as Provissions & stores this Expedition for your 
Factorey as also for New Severne, & to suppley the new 
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Factorey, which was lately detached from Port Nellson to 
settle excellent guns and excellent Tobacco now to their hearts 
content, but as they cost us dearer then ever so you must 
regard to advance our Standard of Trade; we will not have 
more then halfe a pounde of Tobacco given for a winter beavor 
& 10 & 12 beavor skins for a gun etc. but as we Directed 
before this matter of Trade we intirely refer to Mr. Radison, 
who we doubt not will take all occations he can possible to 
advance the standard of Trade for indeed Beavor is so very 
low in price here, that unless they make us amends by trading 
there in the Countrey, We shall loose by it here, considering 
our vast expence & charge both at home & abroad. 

We have sent you two great guns mounted upon carriages 
of 23 C. weight a peece, of 9 foote long & carryng 9 li. bullet 
which will reach from one side of the River to the other & 
bravely defend our Fort. And if the French should appeare 
there againe, Wee hope you will not so tamely suffer them to 
winter & trade under your noses, but dislodge them & seize 
their effects in Reprizall of the Perpetuana Merchant the last 
yeare, & once well routed so, you will for ever be rid of them 
& they will never appeare more. 

We have this yeare also sent you Indian Corne, which we 
cold never get before, and if it be acceptable to the Indians and 
for Trade, we will take care that you have what Quantety you 
will write for, and other Merchantdizes for Trade you have, 
which were never sent before, as you will perceive by the 
Invoices. 

Pray let us have a full & particuler account of the New 
Factorey which you were settling to the Northward,? as 
Description & Situation, number of men & what hopes you 
conceive of its Trade & conveniencey, as well as how you finde 
New Severne to have prospered for this last yeare & what you 
conceive of it for the future. 

We have that Respect for Captaine Porteene Commander 
of the 4braham & Robert whome we now send to you, that we 
doe apointe & order, that Dureing his stay at Port Nellson he 


1 See below. 
* Presumably a reference to Churchill River. See pp. 198, 236, 340. 
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be admitted as one of the Councell & that you & all our 
Officers & servants there doe treate him with all Respect & 
Civillity that is possible there and for the perticuler 
establishment of yr. Councell there we doe apointe as Followeth 


Mr. Tho. Phips Governor Mr. Welsh 

or the Governor for the Mr. Sinclare 
tyme being Capt. Porteene 
Mr. Geo. Geyer Capt. Grymington 
Mr. Peter Esprit Radison Capt. Ford 


Mr. Sam. Missenden 
Yr. very Loveing Friends 
CHURCHILL Governr. ED. DERING Dept. Governor 

JOHN HUBAND 

WM. YOUNGE 

RICHARD CRADOCK 

SAM. CLARKE 

NICHO. HAYWARD & 
SLB. Pitas 


London 20 May 16861 

Mr. Raddison 

We are heartily glad of your Arrivall at Port Nellson the 
last yeare in Capt. Bond, by whose Returne we recd. yours of 
the 15 Septembr.2 last from yorke fort? & thanke you for the 
large account you give us of all things, but we are sorrey that 
you should finde any occation which should make you uneasie. 
We have had two many Instances of the weakness & Imprudent 


1 This letter is also printed in Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, pp. 326-9. 

2 This letter has not been found in the Company’s archives. 

3 I.e., on Hayes River, and one of the settlements ordered to be made in 1684 
(H.B.S., TX, 204). Father Silvy’s account of the French expedition of 1684 
mentioned that on their arrival at the mouth of Hayes River on September 22 
(French style) they caught sight of an English flag and some buildings on a high 
spot “at a point opposite on our right”. He added that the English “ lodged 
only under a tent as their house was not yet finished ” (Tyrrell, Docs. Rel. to the 
Early History of Hudson Bay, pp. §1, 53). The post is shown as “ Hayes Fort it 
on the Thornton 1685 map. See pp. xi, xxvii, and Appendix A, p. 367. 
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carriage of Mr. Abraham as Governor but as We Determined 
the last yeare, soe we have now perticulerly called him home, 
hoping Mr. Phipps is with you in his Command, but if Mr. 
Phipps be not there, Our order is that Mr. Abraham doe 
nevertheless returne home, & We have apointed Mr. Geyer 
from New Severne to take the Governement upon him, & Mr. 
Missenden to goe Chiefe there with Mr. Welsh for his Trader. 
And in Port Nellson we resolve to have no Second or Dept. 
Governor, Geyer being sufficient to command the Fort & 
Factorey and your selfe to manidge & superintend the trading 
parte. But if Mr. Phipps be there &will stay there, then Mr. 
Missenden remaines second in Port Nelson & Mr. Geyer 
continues at New-Severne. 

The Invasion of the French from Canada in 1684 with their 
two Barques was very unhappy to us especially when our 
Factorey at Port Nellson was so ill provided of fortification & 
prudent & resolute men to Defend it, which if we had had 
there they might not only have Defended themselves but also 
have dislodged the French & prevented their intercepting 
12000 Beavors from us, but they not only did that, but in their 
departure also intercepted our little ship the Perpetuana 
Merchant & carryed her & all her men to Quebeck with them, 
for which & other Injuries and Depredations we hope we shall 
have an opertunity to reckon with them. We heare they 
threatned a Returne the next yeare, but we rather wish it then 
feare it, because if they came againe we hope we shall finde 
that courage & fidelity from all our men as shall make them 
refund what they stole away with advantage. 

For our Standard of Trade we leave it wholly to your 
manidgment as you shall finde occation & reason to bring it 
downe without loosing the Indians, for Indeed as you yourselfe 
observe, our charge is so great, our losses many & the fall of 
beavor here in Europe so considerable daily, that unless there 
be amends made by your Trading there to greater profhtt & a 
larger Income of Trade, our expence will Devour us, but we 
have a confidence in your prudent conduct in trading to our 
best Advantage and in procureing a Trade & in inviteing the 
great Nations downe who have the best Furrs. We have therefore 
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write expressly to our Governor to be communicated to the 
whole Councell, that in matter of Trade & in all the Designes 
& methods which you shall project or take for prosecuting our 
Trade, no man whatsoever shall oppose or controul you, but 
therein readily give you all the Assistance they are able & 
hereby we hope you shall be encouraged, and we receive the 
fruite & benefit of your good success, as this yeare (God 
sending our shipps thither & back againe in safety) we doe not 
Doubt but to receive from you a very ample Cargo. 

We will also that you be permitted by the Governor & every 
one else to dispose such presents as you shall thinke fitting to the 
Captaines of the Nations to further our Trade & oblige them to 
bring their Families Downe. 

We are very glad that you had sent your Nephew up into the 
Countries, whome you expected not Downe till aboute April. 
from which Expedition we promiss our selves a good account, & 
that by his Endeavors great number of Indians will be brought 
downe to our Factories to trade at the proper seasons. 

And for New-Severne we have great hopes it will prove a 
Considerable factorey, & that it will be no Impediment to 
Port Nellson, but rather that they will prove mutuall helpes & 
strengthenings to one another We understand likewise that 
there is a little New Factorey! begun detached from Port 
Nellson, all which we have had in our consideration in our 
suppley of goods & provisions this yeare. 

Our Guns are all Engelish guns, the best though they cost 
us the Dearer, which you will know how to make use of in yr. 
trading of them & our tobacco is all the same as last yeare, and 
the right sort of Brazeele tobacco which they soe much desire. 

We have also sent you Indian Corne, Daggers, & all things 
according to your Demand & particulers tooke care to furnish 
you. Our powder is also the best, & our shott, Kettles & all 
sorte of commodities we hope to content, moreover according 
to your advice we have sent two great guns of 23 C. weight a 
peece mounted upon ship carriages proper for the plat-forme 
with sufficient ball and chayne shott, the better to defend our 
Fort, which guns will more then reach cross the River. 

1 Presumably on Churchill River. See pp. 195, 236, 340. 
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We cannot Imagine how we should be abused in the just 
weight of our Provissions, our beefe peeces not to weigh above 
4 of what they should weigh, we wish it could be discovered to 
us, however we have tooke that care that we thinke the like 
abuse cannot be put upon us this Voyage. 

We have writ to the Bottome of the Bay to send you Barke 
of Birch trees from thence for making Canoes according as 
you desire. We desire you to encourage & encrease our trade 
of Martin skins &§ all other small furrs as much as you can possible, 
for they turne better to account here then beavor, & are in 
great request here, the Canada Compa. have 30 & 40 thousand 
Martin skins returned and if some course were tooke to 
encourage the takeing of them our Countrey affords plenty 
enough of them & we might have as many returned. 

We heare there are also very many Ermines aboute Yorke 
Fort where you are, they also wold doe very well if you can 
catch them to sende us what you can home. 

We have sent a few tinne Kettles this yeare to Port Nellson, 
as we have also done to our other Factories for a tryall how 
they will please the Indians, being extreame light of carriage & 
we thinke may be as serviceable to them as the heavey brass & 
copper Kettles pray write us your opinion of them. 

We hope we have made every thinge easey to you, at least 
we doe resolve to doe it, if any thing be yet deficient, resolveing 
to cast our whole hopes of a great S flourishing trade upon you & 
your contrivance, & therefore we have commanded the whole 
guidance of the trading parte to be left intirely to your conduct 
& manidgment, And as we will have none to blame if we faile 
of a glorious trade but your selfe, so in the happey success of it, 
you will not only finde your owne account & advantage together with 
us, but we shall alwaies enlarge our selves towards you in such 
wates of acknowlidgment as shall be fitting (5 Due to your 
prudence ‘S Industrey. 

And for as much as the perfection of any thinge is not 
attained of a sudden, but is the worke of some tyme, & from 
solid and wise foundations growes up by degrees to a 
flowrishing state, wee shall extreamely desire that besides the 
two yeares which you agreed to stay at Port Nellson, you wold 
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be so kinde to our affaires & to your owne Int. as to resolve to 
stay one yeare more, that so you may have a compotent & 
sufficient tyme to doe those great things for this Company 
which you have promissed to our Gratious King & to us, & 
which we beleeve you alone to be capable to bring to pass in 
the meane tyme for your encouragement to goe on cheerefully 
in all waies of advanceing our honour & proffitt, We thinke it 
not amiss to put you in mind, that your particuler Interest is 
fixed & safe here at home. And that our Committee & 
Governement now is so constituted that you must doe your 
Faith great violence if you beleeve that there is any one but 
who is intirely your friend & will in all occations be ready upon 
your good Success in our affaires to embrace you with all 
respect, affection & gratitude. 
Your loveing Friends 
CHURCHILL Governr. ED. DERING Dept. Governor 

JOHN HUBAND 

WM. YOUNGE 

RICHARD CRADOCK 

SAM. CLARKE 

NICHO: HAYWARD 

STE PUES 


London 20 May 1686 
Mr. Samuel Missenden. 

Youres of the 14 September? last from Port Nellson by Capt. 
Bond we have received and are very well pleased to see with 
what alacrity & resolution you appley your selfe to the care of 
our concernes & from what we may well estimate of your 
writeing in so little a tyme that you had been there, Wee doe 
promiss our selves no small advantage from your service when 
a little longer experience hath shewed you your business & 
ripened your Judgment. 

It is yet unknowne to us whither Mr. Phipps got to you the 
last yeare or no, & if he did we are not certaine whither he wil 

1 This letter has not been found in the Company’s archives. 
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stay there or Returne home, because in his letter to us he was 
dissatisfyed at the Sallerey & Demanded the same which hath 
bin allowed the Governors in the bottome of the Bay. But we 
are resolved not to advance our salleries nor to encrease our 
charge that way, but to retrench it as much as we can and 
therefore if what he have write him doe not give him content 
we have given him leave to returne home, & in that case or if 
he never arrived at Port Nellson at all, Wee have ordered Mr. 
George Geyer from New Severne to take the Governemt. upon 
him at Port Nellson, & then we have apointed you to goe and 
be Chiefe at New Severne at the sallerey of £50 a yeare. And 
to take Mr. Welsh with you to be Chiefe Trader there to 
whome we apointe £25 a yeare sallerey But if Mr. Phipps stay 
at Port Nellson, then you are to remaine there also and to be 
second or Deputy Governor to Mr. Phipps, according as our 
Agreement & engagement to you was the last yeare when you 
entred into our service, Wee haveing now ordered Mr. John 
Abraham to returne home. 

What concernes the Manidgment of our Trade we shall not 
need to repeate here to you, haveing bin large therein to our 
Governor Mr. Phipps, & to Mons. Raddison, whose letters you 
will have communicated in Councell, And we doe require you 
& every one else to permitt the whole conduct of the trading 
parte to Mr. Radison solely, as you will finde we have writ at 
large, for we are resolved to trust intirely to his Judgment in 
that particuler but the Defence & Governemt. of our Fort & 
Factorey in all other things is under the Governors care & yrs. 

The loss of the Perpetuana Merchant last yeare was an 
unhappy thinge, whereby also your Factorey was disapointed 
of a parte of your Merchantdize & Provissions & if Capt. Bond 
had not out sayled her, he had certainely preserved her, but 
we have passed over that fault upon his promiss to redeeme 
that Error upon another occasion. And therefore if the French 
should offer to usurpe our Rights againe & come within our 
limit, We have given Commissions to Capt. Bond (who goes 
this yeare to the bottome of the Bay), & to Capt. Porteene (who 
comes to Port Nellson) to seize any forreine shipps or vessells 
and their Goods as price and to bring them for England. 
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We have sent you the larger suppley of all things this yeare 
as you will perceive by our Invoices & bills of Ladeing, as also 
two large guns as was desired last yeare of 23 C. weight a peece 
which will reach cross your River for the better defence of our 
Fort & Factorey. And if any French should after the 
Departure of our shipps encroach upon you there & endeavor 
to settle & Trade againe, we hope we have no more such men 
as Capt. Abraham that will treate them and let them alone 
quietly under your noses, but will according to your Duties 
dislodge them, & either by Pollecey or force remove them, & 
secure the men & the goods to be sent into England. 

We doe expect order & obedience in all our Servants to our 
Governours & their Deputy Governors, & we hope we shall 
heare noe more of such factions & disorders when we have 
prudent and discreet men to Governe them. 

You assure us that there are many Ermins in abundance abt. 
Yorke Fort, it will be a very acceptable peece of service if you 
can finde waies of takeing them & can encrease our Trade that 
way & by Martin skins. 

You doe very well that you resolved to appley your selfe 
dilligently to the attaineing of the Indian Lingua, whereby you 
will render your selfe the more capable to serve us & we upon 
all occasions shall be mindfull of the merits of such Persons, 
so referring you to what you will observe further in our other 
letters we Commit you to Divine protection and remaine 

Your very loveing Friends 
CHURCHILL Govr. ED. DERING Dept. Governor 
JOHN HUBAND 
WM. YOUNGE 
RICHARD CRADOCK 
SAM. CLARKE 
NICHOLAS HAYWARD 
S bh APCists 
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Capt. Wm. Bond 
We have according to our usiall Custome apointed our # permit 
Agent at Deale Mr. Morgan Lodge to put on board you two Offers om 
Waiters to inspect & take care that no private Trade be carried Sa ies 
from on board your ship in which office of theirs we minde you Trade 
to encourage them & the like charge we give unto you that you 
permitt no furrs of what kinde soever to be carried from on 
board your vessell whither in skins or lineings of coats by any 
person whatsoever for assure your selfe if we have Intelligence 
of the same (as noe Doubt but we shall) we shall accounte 
it an absolute breach of Charter Partey & proceed against 
every one we finde culpable accordingly. We bid you 
farewell. 
Yr. lo. Friends 

London 6 Octobr. 1686 

ED. DERING Depty. Govr. 

SAV. “CLARKE 

Ste. PUES 

NICHOLAS HAYWARD 
The like write unto Capt. Robt. Porten 
& Capt. John Outlaw. 


Mr. Morgan Lodge . 

Sr. we doe expect home this yeare 3 shipps, the Success es, 
John Outlaw Commander, the Happy Returne Wm. Bond jfp ship; 
Commander and the Abraham & Robt. Robt. Porten 
Commander, upon their arrivall in the Downes we desire you 
to put on board each ship two Waiters honest & discreet 
persons and give them a charge they suffer no furrs to come 
from on board either in skins or in lineings of garments, which 
if any refuse to observe this our order let them acquainte the 
Kings Waiters and the master of the ship and let them be noted 
Downe in their booke. as 

The last tyme our shipps arrived in the Downes you did Ea 
accomodate severall of our servants with severall summes of 445). 
money & tooke their bills charged upon us, some of which ; 
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were in Arreares to us before their Arrivall, upon which we 
did order you to suppley none of our Servants with money 
takeing their bills upon us but such as brought up the packets 
from each ship & to them no more then 30s. a man which we 
pray take notice of for we shall accept & pay no other bills 
from you or them we bid you farewell & Rest 
yr. lo. Friends 
London 6 Octobr. 1686 
ED. DERING Depty. Governor 
DAM. CLARKE 
SOME ii ot ies 
NICHOLAS HAYWARD, 
P.S. here inclosed are 3 letters to our 3 Commanders of our 
expected shipps, which as they arrive cause them to be 
Delivered. 


To the Kings Most Exelent Majesty 
The Humble Petition of the Governor & Compa. of 
Adventurers of England Trading into Hudsons Bay 

Sheweth 

That the Petitioners did with all Humility present their 
Humble Petition to yr. Majests. Royall Hand in February last 
setting forth the Injuries & Depredations which the Petitioners 
have suffered in their trade & factories in Hudsons Bay from 
the subjects of his Most Xtian. Majesty in severall Expeditions 
set forth by them from Canada in a Piraticall way & perticularly 
in an hostile manner assaulting and takeing on of the 
Petitioners Shipps but the last year & carrying her by force 
away to Canada & their detaining ship & goods & severall of 
yr. Majests. Subjects prissoners to this day, for all which wrongs 
sustained at severall times amounting unto 60000 pounds as 
by a perticular humbly Exhibited to yr. Majesty with our 
Last petition the Petitioners did humbly pray yr. Majests. 
Gracious protection for the obtaining Satisfaction from his 
Most Christian Majesty & efectuall care for preventing the 
Like Injuries to the Petitioners for the future but yr. Majests. 
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late envoy * at the Court of France haveing been able to obtaine 

noe other but delatory answers & the petitioners Condition 

being Exceedingly weakned & Impared by those great Losses 

& Invasions by the french who without yr. Majests. Powerfull 

interposition will proceed totally to Extirpate the petitioners in 

all their Rights & settlements 
The Petirs. doe therefore most humbly pray that your 
Majsty. will be graciously pleased to Revive the 
Memorialls which your Majesty was Lately pleased to 
Command to be Exhibited to his Most Christian Majesty 
& to Reinforce the same more vigorously by yr. Majests. 
New Envoy Extrordinary Mr. Skelton ? Now goeing to 
the Court of france Requireing Speedy Satisfaction to yr. 
Majests. Demands on the petitioners behalfe or that your 
Majesty will be Graciously pleased to grant the petitioners 
the Just & usall Remedy or Letters of Mart to take their 
Reprisalls upon those Subjects of his Most Christian 
Majesty who have soe much Injured the petitioners in 
thare Just Rights & properties. 

& the Petitioners shall ever Pray &ca. 

This peticon was presented the 21 Novembr. 1686. 


To the Kings Most Excellt. Majesty 

The Humble Petition of Onesiphorus Albin late Secretary 

& Accountant to the Hudsons Bay Compa. 

Sheweth , 

that your petitioner being Educated a Merchant & 
accountant was some time cheif accountant in the Treasury 
ofce in Ireland where he was acquainted with Sr. James 
Hayes. Deputy Governr. of the Hudsons Bay Compa. & yr. 
Petr. haveing quitted that employment & Returned for 
London was accountant their for severall Merchants whereby 
& by other his Employments he did aquire above 200 pounds 
Ox Ann, 


1 Sir William Trumbull. See p. 155, n. r. 
? Bevil Skelton (fl. 1661-92), diplomatist. See D.N.B. 
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That the sd. Sr. James Hayes about 5 years since Knowing 
your Petr. to be well skilled in accounts did Importune yr. 
petr. to become Secretary & accountant to the Hudsons bay 
Compa. alleadging 2 houres in a day would performe all the 
Duties they Required from him in that affaire & agreed to give 
yr. petitioner 80 pounds p. Ann. & pretended the perquisites 
of the said place would make 20 pounds p. Ann. more. 

That when your Petr. looked into their Bookes accounts & 
method he found the same soe Confused & the duty Incumbent 
upon the sd. place to be soe great, as that your petrs. time was 
wholely taken up therewith of which the then Committe being 
made aquainted did agree to Increase yr. Petr. Sallery? & 
promised to make yr. petitioner sutable Satisfaction In Respect 
of his quitting his other Employments aforesaid & spending 
wholely his time for their service & for the Better Carriing on 
of their affaires they tooke Schriveners hall but your petitioner 
furnished the same & kept 3 generall servants there for the 
Compas. use for 5 years. 

That your petr. can make apear to yr. gratious Majesty of 
his serveing faithfully the sd. Compa. & verry Considerably 
& Industriously Improved their Intrest dureing the space of 
5 years yet that the Committees or one Mr. Richd. Craddock 
one of the members thereof haveing conceived some causeles 
displeasure against yr. petitioner & Swore he would Ruine me 
& mine with designe to bring in some of his owne Relations to 
succeed yr. petr. in the said place of Secretary & accountant 
have to accomplish the same not onely Instigated severall of 
Vt, Pett Creditors to take all his goods in Execution & to Cast 
yr. petr. into Prison whereby to make may [sic] for their 
designes aforesaid but doe also Refuse to pay yr. Petr. what 1S 
due to him for his sallery & other allowances they promised 
him also for the dyet & wages of the said servants for 5 years & 
other Just allowances amo. to above 700 pounds & have 
suffered one of the Committe to take the perquisites which they 
promised yr. petr. as aforesaid & will not soe much as deliver 
yr. Petr. his owne goods which Remaine in the sd. Hall though 
they well know yr. Petr. haith noe Substance left to maintaine 

1 See H.B.S., IX, 250. 
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himselfe & famaly but Lies in a deplorable Condition in the 
Common Side of the Kings Bench*Prison. 

Now forasmuch as yr. Petr. by the means aforesaid & In 
Respect of his Quitting his said Employment to serve the said 
Compa. is Damnified above 1000 pounds—®& is Reduced toa 
Morsell of Bread & yr. Petrs. father heretofore has been a 
great sufferer & was sequestred for his Loyalty to his Majesty 
King Charles the first of Ever Blessed Memory & for that 
your petitioner cannot soe safely or properly seeke for or Expect 
any Releife from the Committe of the sd. Compa. who have 
Entred into a Combination against yr. Petr. as before 
mentioned but doth Humbly Begg yr. sacred Majests. aide & 
Releife touching the premises as being the fountaine of 
Justice & also a member of the said Compa. 

_ May it therefore please yr. Most Gratious Majesty to 
appoint some day for the Deputy Governor & Committe 
of the said Compa. together with your petitioner to 
attend yr. Majesty & then produce all the Bookes & 
Entries writt & made by yr. Petr. whereby his great 
Labours may apear to yr. Majesty & that they may then 
Shew cause if they can wherefore they should not pay yr. 
Petr. what is Justly due to him for his said service dureing 
the time aforesaid & may Restore him his goods which 
he Left in the said hall & have such further Releife as 
yr. Majesty in yr. grave wisdome shall seme meet. 

and yr. Petitioner shall ever pray &ca. 


at the Court at Whitehall the 14 January 16861 
By the Kings Most Excellent Majesty & the Lords of his 
Majestys Most Honorable Privy Councell. 

Upon Reading this day at the Board the Humble Petition 
of Onesiphorus Albin Late Secretary & accountant to the 
Hudsons Bay Compa. complaining of severall hardships which 
he haith Received from the said Compa. it was ordered by his 
Majesty in councell that a Coppy of the sd. Petition which is 


’vPhe originalventry 1s.in P.R.O., P:C. 2/71, p. 385. 
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accordingly hereunto anexed be delivered to the sd. Hudsons 
Bay Compa. who are to Returne their answer to the same in 
writeing on the 28 Instant & then his Majesty will declare his 
further pleasure. 
WM. BRIDGEMAN. 
22 Fanuary 1686: Entred by 
order of the Comittee this day. 


To the Kings Most Excellent Majesty 
The answer of Sr. Edward Dearing Kt. Deputy Governer & 
of the Committe of the Hudsons Bay Company to the Petition 
& Complaint of Onesiphorus Albin Exhibited Before his 
Majesty in Councell the 14th Instant most humbly offers. 
That the said Deputy governer & Committee know nothing 
of the former part of the allegations in the petition of of the said 
onesiphorus albin nor what Sr. James Hayes might pretend of 
perquisites or advantages to the said albin but the said Deputy 
Governer & Committee doe acknowled that they find by their 
Bookes that the said Albin was Entertained into the Compa. 
service as their secretary & accountant at the yearly Sallery of 
80 pounds as is alledged in the petition which was Continued 
& duly paid to him for severall years. & they doe further 
acknowledg that in November 1684 upon the Humble 
Representation of the said albin of the difficulty of his 
subsisting upon that sallery & pretending that the Burden of 
the said Compas. Service was much greater then he expectd. 
in the Begining & therefore humbly praying that an adition of 
100 pounds more might be made to his sallary which would be 
a Comfortable support to his famuly & engage him to spend 
his whole Life in the said Compaies. service the Deputy 
Governr. & Committe were then soe favourable to him as to 
Condescend to his request & for his encouragement did 
establish his salary from that time forward to be one hundred 
& eighty pounds p. Ann. at which Rate he haith since Enjoyed 
& Received the most part thereof besides which the said 
Deputy Governer & Committe have severall times given him 
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verry Bountifull Gratuities as 100 pounds at one time 50 
pounds at annother & moreover have ever allowed him their 
house for which they pay 60 pounds p. Ann. as a dwelling for 
him selfe & famuly free of all Rent or Repaires & have also 
allowed him for fireing & such like nesary allowances for the 
sd. Committes peculiar use, but doe (with all submission to yr. 
Majesty) deny that they are any way concerned with his 
furnishing his owne dwelling or the diet & wages of his 
servants which belonged to his owne family or that they 
detaine any goods of his to their knowled in their said house 
that the said Deputy Governer & Committe doe solemnly deny 
any Combination entred into by them or the Least ill will 
against the said petitioner as is Ingratefully suggested by him 
& Mr. Richd. Craddock one of the present Committee doth 
for him selfe perticularly deny those words in the petition 
unjustly charged upon him & in all his Endeavours haith ever 
faithfully pursued the advantage & wellfare of the Compa. 

That in octobr. last the Petitioner Onesiphorus Albin of a 
sudden & unknowne to the Deputy governer & Committe 
absconded & absented him selfe from the Duty of his place & 
the Compies. service which Continuing to doe for many 
Weekes & many debts. being Clamarous against him & an 
execution Brought by his Creditors upon his household goods 
the Said Deputy Governor & Committe were then obleiged to 
Elect others to Supply his Employment which is now Executed 
by 2 severall persons! the one being secretary & the other 
accountant & Booth dischared. for 100 p. Ann. little more then 
the Moiety of the Sallery allowed to the Petitioner Albin. & 
If the petitioner be since by his Creditors cast into Prison it is 
noe wonder his debts being verry great & it being verry 
Inconsidarable (if any thing) that can be due to him from the 
sd. Compa. which the said Deputy Governer & Committe are 
& alwayes have been Ready to ajust with him or any one in his 
behalfe & if any thing shall apear Justly due to him shall be 
Ready forthwith to pay the same as the said Deputy Governer 
& Committe may Legally & safely doe by Reason of the 

1A. 1/84, fo. 42d., at a Committee, November 3, 1686, Richard Banner was 
chosen secretary and William Potter accountant, both at £50 per annum. 

10) 
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multiplicity of Letters of Attorney given out by him selfe to his 
Creditors one Thwarting & Revokeing another & by Reason 
of Attachments laid in their hands if any thing shall apear due 
to him & finaly for that him selfe (as they are Lately Informed) 
is & haith been for severall years under a statute of Bankrupt. 
all which is humbly submitted to yr. Majests. Royall Wisdome 


ot eta: EDWARD DEARING Dept. gover. 


att the Court at Whitehall the 28 Fanwary 1686/7 * 
Present 
The Kings most Excellent Maty. 
His Royall Higs. Prince Geo. of Denmarke? 


Lord president Earle of Morray 

Duke of Albemarle? Earle of Middleton 

Lord Chamberlain Earle of Melford 

Earle of Oxford Vicount Preston 

Earle of Huntingdon _—_ Lord Bishop of Durham 
Earle of Bathe Lord Arrundell of Wardour 
Earle of Craven ? Lord Dartmouth 

Earle of Powes Lord Godolphin 

Earle of Berkley ? Lord Dover 


Earle of Nottingham Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Mr. Chancellor of the Dutchy 
Lord Cheife Justice Herbert 


Upon Reading this day at the Board the answer of sor. 
Edward Dearing Knight the Deputy Governer & of the 
Committee of the Hudsons bay Compa. to the Petition & 
Complaint of Onesiphorus Albin Exhibited before his Majesty 
in Councell the fouretenth Instant his Majesty upon 


1 The original entry is in P.R.O., P.C. 2/71, p. 391. 

2 For biographies of the Duke of Albemarle and the Earl of Craven, who were 
both adventurers, see H.B.8., V, 239, 222-4. For a biography of the Earl of 
Berkeley, who sold out in 1686, see H.B.8., VIII, 331-2. For biographies of 
Prince George of Denmark, husband of Princess Anne, and the other Privy 
Councillors, see D.N.B. 
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Consideration of the said answer is pleased to order that the 
said petition & Complaint be dismissed this board & the 
Same is hearby dismist accordingly. 

WM. BRIDGEMAN 
Entred by order of the Committee of the 4th February 1686/7 


Boston Novembr. the 20th 1686 3 

Their is Lately a Report from New Yorke that the French 
of Kebeck have againe Invaded & taken from your Compa. at 
Hudsons bay 2 or 3 of the forts. the french trade at fort 
Albany (belonging to New Yorke) & a frenchman who was 
Lately their Reported this for Truth which I have Reason to 
Beleive when a Merchant who was not Long since amongst the 
french at Kebeck told me the Late attempt upon your people 
was Carried on by some of the Inhabitants at Kebeck & when 
they heard that Mr. Bridgar was arived & Complaind at 
Court they expected to be Called to account & obleiged to give 
full satisfaction but finding that matter at presant delayed they 
have been from thence Encouraged to make this further 
attempt I will be glad to be mistaken. The french at Nova 
Scotia are verry high & Imposeing upon our fishermen our 
governr. will have not a few Complaints of that Nature. 


Gentelmen 2 

I have Received by way of France a Letter from my Brother 
at Canada who amongs other things advises that the French 
haith taken from the English Compa. who ware setled below 


1 The original of this letter, which acknowledges Hayes’ letter of August 4, is 


in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 35-6. For the Company’s version of the capture of 


the forts at Moose, Rupert and Albany Rivers by de Troyes in 1686, see p. 306 
et seq. For de Troyes’ journal, see I. Caron (ed.), Fournal de l’Expédition du 
Chevalier de Troyes @ la Baie a’Hudson, en 1686 (Beauceville, 1918). 

* The date is presumably English style. A “‘ True copy ” attested by Nicholas 
Hayward is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, p. 37. The ships captured by the French in 
1686 were the Co//eton, Craven and the Hayes. The Colleton was used to take 
fifty-one released prisoners to Port Nelson. Sce pp. 306-07, 313-14, 320, 326. 
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Canada 3 forts 2 shipps & a good quantity of Beavor I supose 
that this is not come to yr. Knowledg but doe ashure you of the 
truth of it I give not my name because some of my Countreymen 
may take it amiss that I should give this Early notice of a fact 
of this Nature but have ventred to doe it for yr. Better 
Goverment when Canada Fleet arives you will have 
Confirmation & had I not good grounds I should not have 
given myselfe nor you this Trouble. 

The Direction is To the Directors of the Hudsons Bay 
Compa. at their house in Noble Streete 
neare Goldsmiths hall in London. 

Fanuary the 26 1686 


from Roan the 17th January 16871 

I have seen a Captain who is arrived from the Codfishing 
coast of Canada & sayes that he haith brought a young man 
Returning from Quebeq who sayes that the governer of that 
place had sent out two severall times to take the forts of the 
Hudsons bay that the first time they had not succeded but that 
their was newes at Quebeck when he came away that one 
hundred men which had been sent had taken 2 of the said forts 
had gott a great Booty of furrs & that they had Beseiged the 
third fort that some Releife had been sent to them that they 
had taken one vessell who was ariveing this is what I have been 
able to Learne of it. 


Rochell 23d January 1687? 
Sr. 
I have Received yours not dated or signed under Cover of 
My Coz. Bodkin to whome I send this Inclosed adviseing you 
or those Concerned that the french have taken & distroyed 3 


1 The date is presumably French style, i.e., January 7, English style. A copy 
attested by Nicholas Hayward is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/T, p. 39. 

2 Presumably French style, i.e., January 13, English style. A copy attested by 
Nicholas Hayward is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, p. 41. 
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forts that was at Hudsons bay & 2 vessels that was In the Bay 
of which they gave one vessell to Transport about s0 odd 
persons that they found in those forts to goe where they pleased 
now the French have destroyed all & carried the guns into one 
fort soe thare is noe more comeing their for any of our English 
the french being verry strong there & will have more next 
spring afore they are paid of about 300 thousand Crownes 
worth of Castors our English have taken from them the french 
Say when they are paid of their Losses then they may Live good 
Neighbours but not to be betrayed by a Runagate French man 
that went unto the English Quarter to Betray the french as he 
and Some of our English have done to take away their meanes 
out of their hands unknowne, soe they are Resolved to be paid 
& for a freind I can tell you that 100 french that Lives their 
can doe more in the woods then s00 that the English can send 
out of England against them upon this take your measurs. 
they have had all that was in those 3 forts they tell me it is not 
passing 150 Thousand Livers, this spring they will take an 
other place to be pd. of their Losses, the Shippings are verry 
Rich arrived onely 2 lost in the River but the goods saved this 
being the needfull from 
Your servant to Command 


JOHN BUTLER 


Translated out of French— 

The french of Quebeck sent the Last spring to Hudsons 
Bay By way of Mon Reall 70 men who went thither in Canoes 
by Rivers they Likewise sent by the River of Donsac? 40 men 
who went to Hudsons Bay & being Joined together have 
destroyed 3 smale English Forts at the Bottome of the Bay soe 
that there Remaines no other then the fort Nelson in the said 


1 Presumably dated French style, i.e., February 3, English style. A copy 
attested by Nicholas Hayward is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, p. 43. 

2 de Troyes’ route was up the Ottawa River, over the height of land to Lake 
Abitibi, and down the Abitibi River to its junction with Moose River. For a 
map showing each stage of the journey, see Caron, Journal de Expédition... 
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Bay Belonging to the English but the French may Easily 
hinder the Indians from goeing to trade theire furrs at the said 
fort Nelson by fixing in the Passages of the Rivers which come 
downe to the said fort 30 or 40 Leagues distant within the 
woods am told they have sent the English to Port Nelson 
which they tooke at the Bottome of the Bay. 

Rochell 13h Febr. 1687 

Translatio vera quod attestor Rogatus. 


NICHO. HAYWARD Notr. Publick 


Richard Smithsend Marriner! aged 34 years or 
Thereaboute, maketh oath that he was masters mate of the 
Ship Perpetuana Merchant Edw. Humes Mastr. who in the 
year 1685 was sent by the Hudsons Bay Compa. for Port 
Nelson & she ariveing in Hudsons Straites in July 1685 was 
theretaken by 2 french Vessels who aledged they had a 
Comission for doeing thereof from the Governer of Canada & 
they Carried the said shipp & her men to Quebeck & there 
Condemned & made Prise of her & her goods the goods were 
praised at 1000 pound sterling as one of the Praisers told him & 
this deponent & his Brother Nicholas Smithsend & John 
Morris were kept Prisoners in Quebeck for above 11 monthes 
mostly with bread & water & one of the Canada Compa. 
offered this deponent 17 Pistols p. month if he would goe in 
their service. 

That the 19: 20: 21th February 1685 about 250 French 
went from Quebeck with Carriages to take the English 
Factoryes in the Bottome of the Bay & the deponent was 
Informed that there was the Like number of Indians on the 
way to Joyne & assist them, that the 23 July 1686 newes 
came to Quebeck that the french that soe went had taken 2 
Factoryes at the Bottome of the Bay from the English & that 
governor Bridgar was taken & Clapt in Irons hands & feete & 


1See p. 154. Smithsend’s affidavit is also printed in Tyrrell, Docs. Re?. Early 
History of Hudson Bay, pp. 16-17. ‘The original is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 


33-4: 
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he & severall others were Bringing Prisoners to Quebeck the 
next day an order was Published by the Gover. forbiding all 
persons to talke or discourse the takeing the said Factoryes 
under the Penalty of 200 Livers. 

That the 25 Augst. 1686 this deponent & his said 
Companions were sent on Board the Shipp Sz. Peter to be 
Carried to Martinnico there to be Kept Prisoners & by 
mistake of the master the said shipp mist the said Island & soe 
came to Guardo Lupo where the Governr. Discharged them & 
soe his Companions went for Mevis [Nevis] & this deponent 
for Barbadoes. & from thence he came for England where he 
arrived Last Saturday night, That the Mastr. of the said shipp 
St. Peter put this Deponent & his Companions downe in the 
hold for one day & the deponent asking the Mastr. the Reason 
thereof he tould him it was because they should not see the 2 
English shipps that the French had taken in the Bottome of 
the Bay and then were Just come into Canada River with the 
English Beavor they had taken, one of which shipps this 
deponent Beleives was Capt. Outlawes shipp Called the 
Successe+ belonging to the English Compa. 

That this deponent enquireing of the mastr. of the sd. shipp 
St. Peter what this deponent & his Companions must be done 
with when they came to Martinnico the said Mastr. Replyed 
that this deponent & his Companions must Remaine there 
untill it were Knowne wheither what the french had done to 
the English would produce a warr or not & this deponent 
further sayes the french in Canada make preparations Expecting 
a warr will happen upon these their actions against the english. 
Jurat 15th Febry. 1686 RICHARD SMITHSEND 
coram Miles Cooke. 


1 See p. 211, n. 2. The Success was wrecked in Hudson Bay on December 11, 
1635. See p.168, n. 1. 
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To the Kings Most Excellent Matie.? 

The Humble Peticion of the Governor & Company of 

Adventurers of England Tradeing into Hudsons Bay 
Most humbly Sheweth 

That the Ports and places within Hudson’s Bay, in America 

were first Discovered by the Subjects of the Imperiall Crowne 
of this Kingdome, denominated frequented and Sayled to, 
onely by them Successively for upwards of One Hundred 
yeares, That the petrs. have Traded into those parts above Twenty 
yeares and in that tyme have expended neare Two Hundred 
Thousand pounds Sterling in Erecting and makeing Forts and 
Factoryes there and in Settleing a Trade and other necessaryes 
thereunto within the Lymitts of their Charter, And have 


1 Copies of this petition are also in A. 9/1, fos. 2d.—5, and A. 9/2, fos. 2—-4d. 
Both volumes are entitled “‘ ‘Transactions Between England and France Relateing 
to Hudsons Bay 1687”. Another volume bearing the same title, bound in the 
same manner, and bearing the Company’s coat of arms, is in P.R.O., C.O. 135/2, 
and a copy of the above petition appears on pp. 2-7 therein. This volume of 
“Transactions...” is printed in D. Brymner, Report on Canadian Archives 1883 
(Ottawa, 1884), pp. 173-201, and on p. 7 reference is made to another copy of 
“Transactions .. .” in P.R.O., F.O. 309. A fifth volume of “ Transactions . . .” 
is referred to in the First Report of the Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts 
(London, 1870), p. 41, as being amongst the manuscripts at Port Eliot, Cornwall, 
the seat of the Earl of St. Germans. The original petition, signed by Lord 
Churchill, is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 29-32, and another copy is in C.O. 
135/1, pp. 43-9. The volumes of “ Transactions . . .” begin as follows : “The 
most Christian King haveing impowered the Sieur Barillon his Ambassador 
Extraordinary at this Court, and the Sieur Duson de Bonrepaus his Envoy 
Extraordinary to treat as his Commissioners with such as should be appointed by 
his Majty. in order to the adjusting all differences that have arisein or might 
arise between both Nations in America, & particulerly for the better execution of 
the late treaty of Neutrality [November 6/16, 1686, see p. 229, n. 1] between both 
Crownes in those parts, And his Majesty haveing been pleased to appoint the 
Right honble. the Earle of Sunderland Lord President of the Councell & 
principle Secretary of State, The Earle of Middleton principle Secretary of State 
And the Lord Godolphin one of the Lords Commissioners of the ‘Treasury to 
treat with the sd. French Commissrs. Their Lordships had their first conference 
with them on the 18th of May 1687 and upon the application of the Company of 
Adventurers tradeing to hudsons Bay, their Lordships deliver to the French 
commissioners a Representation of his Majties. right to the Streights & Bay of 
Hudson, as likewise a Memoriall of Damages the Company had Suffered by the 
invasion of the French...” (Quoted from A. 9/1, fo. 2.) Seealso p. 226, n. 2. 
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arrived to a very Considerable Trade therein, to the Honor and 
profhtt of this Kingdome and the increase of your Maties. 
Customes and Shipping, And never were disturbed or in any 
way molested therein untill the yeare 1682 when (One Monsr. 
de La Chanay and other private Merchants of Canada without 
any Commission or Collour of authority from his most Xtian 
Matie. or from the Governor of Canada) Did Sett out Shipps 
and in a Piraticall manner disturbe and Annoy the petrs. in 
their Factoryes and Settlemts. at Port Nelson and did burne 
their Howses and Robb them of their Trade there of all which 
though Severall Memorialls were Sent to the Court of France 
by his late Matie. (of ever Blessed memory) in behalfe of the 
Petrs. demanding Satisfaccion for the same yett none was 
Obtained. 

And in Novembr. 1685 The Petrs. renewed their Complainte 
by an humble Peticion to your Matie. Setting forth that they 
had then received fresh intelligence that the French had in an 
Open & Hostile manner in the tyme of peace & good 
Correspondence of the two Crownes Seized within Hudsons 
Straites one of the petrs. Shipps Comanded by One Edward 
Humes and had carryed her with all her ladeing & Severall of 
your Maties. Subjects upon her prisoners to Quebeck. 

That his most Xtian. Matie. gave Answere thereunto and 
promised that as to the said Shipp hee would forthwith Send 
necessary orders to Canada to have an account of what had 
happened in that affaire and after information thereof would 
order what should bee just & reasonable but instead thereof 
Richard Smithsend Mate of the said Shipp and some others of 
her Crewe were kept prisoners at Quebeck for above Eleaven 
months, and for the most part fed onely with Bread & water 
and at last Sent away as Slaves to Martinnico in the West Indies, 
as the prs. have been lately assured by the said Smithsend whoe 
made his escape and is within few dayes Since arrived in 
London and his Affdavitt attesting the same and the French 
their proceedeings against the Petrs. in takeing the Bottome of 
the Bay is hereunto annexed. 

That in February 16851 the petrs. made Reply to the said 

1T.e., 1686, New Style. 
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Answere and att the same tyme made their peticion & 
Memoriall of Complaint to your Matie. Setting forth the great 
injuryes and Depredacions done to the petrs. in their Trade 
Factoryes and Estate in the Hudson’s Bay by the Subjects of 
his most Xtian. Matie. and did annex to the same a Deduction 
of their Severall Losses and Sufferings by the French of Canada 
amounting to Threescore Thousand pounds. 

That the Petrs. have advice that the Canada Ships are this 
yeare arrived at Rochell and noe wise doubt, but his most 
Xtian. Matie. has by them received an account about the petrs. 
said Shipp and other their great Sufferings and Losses by his 
Subjects. 

That the petrs. have had the Honor to receive many gratious 
favors and encouragemts. from your Maties. late Royall 
Brother (of Ever Blessed memory, and not onely then had the 
Glory to bee under your Royall Care as their Governor But 
allsoe lately upon their humble applycation and Complaint to 
your Matie of the continued injuryes they yearely receive 
from the Subjects of the French King; your Matie. was 
gratiously pleased to give them from your owne Royall mouth 
the assureance of your Maties. proteccion & care to See them 
righted. 

And in stedfast assureance of your Maties. most gratious 
& Royall word, But in most humble & Dutyfull manner, 
The Petrs. doe presume to Represent to your Matte. 

That Within these two months, the Petrs. have received 
repeated advices and intelligences from France & Severall 
other places whereby it appeares that the French of Canada 
this yeare have in a Piraticall manner taken and totally 
despoyled the Petrs. of Three of their Forts & Factoryes in the 
Bottome of Hudson’s Bay three of their Shipps or Vessells 
Fifty Thousand Beavor Skins and a great Quantity of 
provisions Stores & Merchandizes laid in for many veares 
Trade and have in a Small Vessell turned out to Sea above 
Fifty of your Maties. Subjects whoe then were in the 
Petrs. Service to shift for themselves or perish miserably 
besides those whome they have either killed or deteyned 
prisoners. 
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And the French of Canada give out to the Native Indians 
that they the said French will have all Hudson’s Bay and Trade 
into their hands & utterly out the petrs. of the same (which if 
they Effect) will prove a very great Losses to your Maties. and 
this Kingdome & will utterly Ruine the Petrs. 

All which is most humbly Submitted to your Maties. 
most gratious Consideration. 
_ And the petrs. humbly pray that your Matiee. wilbe 
gratiously pleased to afford them your Royall Assistance and 
proteccion and that your Matie. will demand and procure 
Satisfaccion to bee made to them for all the Losses and Damages 
they have aswell Formerly as by this last Invasion Sustained 
from the Subjects of his most Xtian. Matie. And that his 
most Xtian. Matie. may bee instantly pressed to give Effectuall 
Comande to his Governor of Canada and other his Subjects to 
Quitt and Deliver up to the petrs. their Agents and Servants 
all the Forts Factoryes Shipps and whatsoever else they have 
taken from the Petrs. in Hudson’s Bay. 

And for the most Sincere and Effectuall obtaineing of the 
same that his most Xtian. Matie. may now before the departure 
of the petrs. shipps this Spring Send unto your Matie. a 
Positive Mandate to goe by the petrs. owne Shipps this 
Expedition Comanding all the Subjects of his most Xtian. 
Matie. which shalbee found in the Bottome of the Bay or any 
other the Factoryes or Territoryes of the petrs. on Sight thereof 
to Quitt and Surrender all the said places with all that did to 
them belong and to depart from thence and to leave the Quiett 
and entire possession of the same to the Petrs. their Agents 
Factors and Servants. 

And that noe Shipps or Subjects of that Crowne may for 
the Future annoy or Molest the Petrs. in their Rights 
possessions & Trade. 

And that the Petrs. may have the Sole Trade of Hudson’s 
Bay according to the Purport and gratious intencion of your 
Maties. Royall Charter. 

And the Petrs. as in Duty bound shall pray &c. 


Exd. 
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The 17th Febry. 1686. The Right Honoble. the Governor 
of this Compa.; The Right Honoble. the Earle of Craven; 
Sr. Edward Dering Knt. Deputy Governor; Sr. John Huband, 
and Severall other of the Members of this Compa. mett this 
morneing at Hudsons Bay house and from thence attended the 
Governor of this Compa. to Whitehall where his Lordship 
presented the said peticion to his matie." 


Extract of my Lord Presidents Letter to Mr. Skelton 
Whitehall February 24th, 1686/7 

The Governor and Company of the Adventurers Tradeing 
to Hudsons Bay haveing presented a Petition to the King 
Complaining of verry greate violences & Injurys received from 
the French his Majesty Commands me to send you a Copy of 
it & of some papers Anext to it which are all here inclosed & 
to Signify his pleasure to you that assoon as may be you deliver 
a Memoriall to the Most Christian King demanding 
Satisfaction for the dammages sustained & Restitution of such 
forts &ct. as are taken from the Compa. & that orders be sent 
for preventing the Like hereafter according to the prayer of 
theire petition to which I refer you, His Majste. would also 
have you Speake to Monsr. de Croissy herein & be verry 
Earnest & pressing in your Instances that the Petrs. be 
speedily & effectually indemnifyed for what is past & secured 
in their Trade for the future it being a Matter of the greatest 
importance to the trade of his Majestys Subjects in those parts 
whome he is Resolved to protect & Suport in their Just Rights 
which are verry plaine in this matter & their sufferings verry 
greate after a possession of above one hundred years without 
any interruption till of Late. 

Entred by order of the Comittee this day 

SUNDERLAND PC 


1A. 1/9, ata Committee, February 18, 1687, it was reported that the petition 
had been presented to the King and that he replied “ Gentln. I understand your 
businesse my honour and your money are concerned, I assure you I will take a 
particuler care in it and see you righted ”. 
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To the Kings Most Excelent Majesty 
The Humble Petition of the Governor & Compa. of 
Adventurers of England trading into Hudsons Bay 
Sheweth 

That the Petitioners on the 17 February last did Exhibite 
their Humble Petition to yr. Majtie. Complaining of the great 
violences & Injuries received from the Subjects of his Most 
Christian Majtie. in despoiling them of all their forts & 
Factories &ct. in the Bottom of the Bay this Last year & 
humbly praying yr. Maties. Royall assistance & protection for 
their reparation & Restitution of their places. To which yr. 
Matie. was pleased verry graciously to answer & vouchsafd to 
declare that yr. Maties. Honour was Involved with the Petrs. 
Intrest & for as much as the petrs. for the more sincer & 
Effectuall obtaining of Satisfaction & Restitution of their 
factories & goods did most Earnesly pray that his most 
Christian Matie. might before the departure of the Petrs. shipps 
this year send to yr. Matie. a possitive Mandate to goe by the 
Petrs. owne Shipps Commanding all the Subjects of his Most 
Christian Matie. which shall be found in the Bottom of the Bay 
or any other the factiories or Territories of the Petrs. on sight 
thereof to quit & surrender all the said places with all that did 
to them belong & to depart from thence & Leave the quiett & 
Entire possession to the Petrs. their factores & Servts. yet in 
almost 2 monthes noe materiall advance haith been made 
therein & the Petrs. have Reason to feare that their may be a 
designe to protract time till the Petrs. shipps appointed for this 
years Expedition are departed which would prove a Second 
Ruine to the Petrs. & by the Lose of another whole year sett 
things past all Recovery & Reparation & for that the Petrs. 
shipps must of nesessity depart in one month more for Hudsons 
Bay & that any Treaty will be Insignificant to adjust damages 
without such Preliminary Mandate to acknowledg yr. Maties. 
Right to the places. 

The Petrs. doe therefore Humbly pray that yr. Most Sacred 
Matie. will be graciously pleased to Express yr. Royall 
pleasure to the French Embasadour in this Matter in verry 
positive termes & that yr. Matie. will be pleased to give fresh 
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Commands & Instructions to yr. Maties Envoy Extrordinary 
at the french court to Renew his Instances more vigorously for 
the immediate obtaining of the mandate desired to be sent to 
yr. Matie. & to declare yr. Maties. Resolution not to begin or 
Enter into any Treaty for adjusting of Dammages without the 
same & that in default thereof or delay yr. Matie. will be 
gratiousley pleased to take such other measures for the Releif 
of the Petrs. as shall be agreable to yr. Majests. Royall 
Justice & Honour. 


And the Petrs. shall ever pray &ct. 


CHURCHILL Governour 
This peticon was presented by the Right Honoble. the 
Governor, and the honoble. the Deputy Governor of this 
Compa. to his Matie. the Third of Aprill 1687 
As its menconed in the Committee of the 6th April] 1687.1 


The Case of the Adventurers of England Tradeing 
into Hudson’s Bay in Reference to the French 2 

Hudson’s Bay was first discovered by the Subjects of the 
Crowne of England and the whole Bay hath been entirely 
and solely possessed by them for more then One Hundred 
eares. 
: All the Rivers Lakes Streights Islands Capes and 
Promontoryes are called by English names and are soe 
denominated even in Sanson’s Mapps* which hee lately 
dedicated to the Dauphin. 


1 In A; 1/95 \$0.. 10d, 

2 The original petition is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 165-8. A. 1/9, “ Atta 
Comittee the 6th May 1687, Monsr. Bon Repo being now arrived from the 
French Court in order to adjust the differences betweene the Company and the 
French, a paper drawne by Esqr. Yonge Entitled the case of the Adventurers of 
England tradeing into Hudsons Bay in Reference to the French was now read 
and agreed to and Esqr. Yonge is ordered to deliver the same to the Right 
Honoble. the Lord Commissioners appointed by his Matie. to treate with the 
said French Kings Commissioners.” 

3 See Introduction, p. xxi. 
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King Charles the Second being soe Seized of the said Bay 
by Descent from his Royall Progenitors did grant the same by 
his Letters Patents to the Hudsons’s Bay Company &c. 

The said Charter doth prohibitt all person’s as well Natives 
as Forreigners from Sayleing into the said Bay and Straights 
upon the Penalty of Forfeiture of all such Shipps and goods as 
shall presume soe to doe the one Moyety to the King and the 
other to the Company. 

By Vertue of the said Royall Grant the Company have 
Seized all the English Shipps (not Commissionated by them) 
that they have found sayleing in the said Bay and Streights of 
Hudson, and have disposed of the Ships and Ladeing as 
Lawfull Prize. 

That noe Forreigne Vessell ever entred the said Bay untill 
in the yeare 1682 in the month of Septembr. arrived Two 
French shipps at Port Nelson in the said Bay which said shipps 
came from Quebeck on a Piraticall accompt and without any 
-Comission for that they were sett out by One Monsr. De 
Cheney and other Private Merchants there under the Conduct 
of Monr. Radison and Grossileir Two Renegadoes from the 
Companyes Service. 

That at their arrivall at Port Nelson they seized the 
Companyes Factoryes their goods and Provisions burnt their 
howses & distroyed divers of his Maties. Subjects then in the 
Companyes Service. 

That with the goods wch. they tooke from the Company 
they Traded many Thousand Beavor Skinns which they 
Carried with them to Quebeck. 

The Company Complained of these Insults to King Charles 
the Second whoe gave them the Bay and hee Demanded 
Satisfaction from France for repairation of the Companyes 
Damages, and allsoe that Radisson might be Tryed for his 
life as in Case of Piracy. 

Radisson feareing to receive the Just reward of his said 
Robbery flies from France to England where at the Kings feete 
hee beggs his life which by the Consent of his present Matie. 
(then Governor of the Company) hee did obtaine on giveing 
good Security to goe againe in the Companyes Service and to 
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restore their Forts and goods (or the product of the goods) 
which they had taken from the Company. 

The yeare followeing two other Vessell from Quebeck took 
one of the Companyes Shipps (called the Perpetuana Merchant 
Edward Humes Comander) outward bound for the said Bay 
and Carried her to Quebeck where they Sold the said Shipp 
and goods as prize keepeing divers of the Seamen Prisoners at 
Quebeck about the Space of a yeare feeding them with bread 
and Water onely and after sending them prisoners to 
Martinico there to perish in prison as there is too much reason 
to beleive. 

The last yeare they tooke Three of the Companyes Factoryes 
at the Bottome of the Bay and Three of their Shipps all their 
goods Stores and Merchandizes for many yeares Trade a great 
quantity of Beavor & distroyed many of his Maties. Subjects. 

Note that the Company have but Two Forts left them in the 
said Bay which are York! and Churchill Forts in the Rivers of 
Port Nelson and New Severne many degrees more Northward 
from the Forts wch. the French lately took from the Company. 

If the French clayme anything in the said Bay they must 
Clayme it either by Depending on Quebeck or premiere 
occupancy. 

But they Cannot Clayme the Factoryes they have taken from 
the Company as Dependant on Quebeck for Divers reasons— 
1. Because the English had possession of the Bay before the 

French had Quebeck, and then it were more rationall to 

Clayme Quebeck as a Dependance on the Bay. 
2. Because the Company have had Twenty yeares quiett 
possession of the Forts without any Complaint from France. 
. Because it is allmost as far from Quebeck to the said Bay by 
Sea as it is from England thither. 
4. Because Sr. Lewis Kirke 2 and Partowners about Fifty yeares 
Since held Quebeck and the Countryes adjacent by a Grant 


Go 


1 Actually on Hayes River. See Appendix A, p. 367. 

2David Kirke (knighted 1633) and Lewis Kirke (knighted 1643), who 
captured Quebec from the French in 1629, were brothers of John Kirke 
(knighted 1674) one of the charter members of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
See H.B.S., V, 237-8, and H. Kirke, The First English Conquest of Canada, 
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from the Crowne of England, untill they were Comanded 10 be delivered 
by King Charles the First to Deliver the same to the French A Hee Te 
upon paymt. of a great Summe of money which was by 7°” 7"? 
Treaty betwixt the Two Crownes Stipulated to be paid in 
Consideration thereof after which the said Towne and 

Country was dilivered but noe part of the money was ever Never paid the 
paid by which it appeares that the French have noe Just 2’ 

Title to Quebeck it Selfe at this day. 

The French can Clayme nothing by premiere Occupancy— 

1. Because noe French Ship ever entred the said Bay till 1682 First time 
Septr. 1682 when Radisson destroyed the Companyes /7"? ‘ere 
Factoryes at Port Nelson. 

2. Because hee went on a Piraticall accompt without any Piratical Attempt 
Commission. 

3. Because besides that the English had above a hundred English 100 yrs. 
yeares possession of the whole Bay dureing which time they £5” 
frequently did visitt the said Port of Nelson yett even then 
allsoe in the yeare 1682 when the First French shipps 
arrived they found an English settlemt. made in the said 
River before them. 

They cannot alledge that Radisson as a Frenchman acted 
any thing for the Advantage of France. 

1. Because hee is from Avignon and was Consequently a Radion Native 
Subject of the Popes till made a Denizen of England by the **” 
Comand of King Charles the Second of Blessed memory. 


with some Account of the Earliest Settlements in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland 
(London, 1908). In P.R.O., C.O. 1/66, No. 108, there is an unsigned and 
undated paper setting forth “ The title of the Kirkes to Canada” and ending : 
“,..upon the Conclusion of the peace [of 1632] Nova Scotia, or L’Acadia lying 
on the South Side of the great River of Canada was Surrendred to the French, 
But the Territories wch. belonged to the Kirks lying on the North Side of the Said 
River were never mentioned in the Treaty, but they have Still a Standing Right 
thereunto wch. remaines entire, the French cannot have any reasonable pretence 
to the lands and Territories which are Continued thereunto & lye farther north 
about Hudsons Bay, wch. were first possessed by the Subjects of this Crowne and 
never pretended to by the french till Mons. De la Bar by his Letters of the 11 
Novr. 1682 declared a title to them for the King his Master”. Ibid., No. 111, 
is a petition dated May 14, 1683, from Sir John Kirke to the King praying for 
reparation to be made for his family’s wrongs, “‘ or otherwise that the sd. Forts & 
Countries may be restored to yr. Maty. & yr. Subjects”. 
P 
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2. Because he made noe Discoveryes for the Companyes 
Service but went first (with his Brother Grossilier) in their 
Shipps as their Interpreters in their Comerce with the 
Natives. 

3. Because after hee deserted the Companyes Service hee 
Confessed hee had acted as a Pirate & begged his life of 
the King. 

Note that the French have lately within Six yeares (under 
the Conduct of Monsr. de La Salle) discovered to the Southwest 
of Canada a very large Country wch. they call Louisiane which 
is nigh of as great extent as all Europe and hath in it four great 
Lakes of many Hundred Leagues Circumference wch. they 
nominate the Lakes of Orleans, Dauphin Conde and Conti a 
vast extent of Country for the Trade of their People, soe that 
they seeme very unreasonable (as well as unjust) to invade the 
English in their possessions of a hundred yeares whoe would 
yett unwillingly allow the English to Trade in any of their said 
New Discovered lakes although but of Six yeares possession. 
May the 6th 1687. 

M. a Coppy of this was delivered to every one of the Right 

Honoble. the Lords Commissioners by Wm. Yonge 
Esqr.} with a Deduction of the Compies. Dammages 
amounting to one hundred and Ten Thousand pounds. 


May it please your Lordship 
The Committee are extreamly troubled, that Monsr. Buon 
Repos, haveing been here Eight dayes, there is not the least 


1A. 1/9, “‘ Att a Comittee gth May 1687. Ordered that the Honoble Sr. 
Edward Dering Sr. John Huband and Wm. Yonge Esqr. bee and are hereby 
appointed a Committee to attend the Right Honoble. the Lords Comissioners 
appointed by his Matie. to adjust and determine the differences betweene this 
Company and the French and the treaty there on and all things relateing 
thereunto and to mannage the whole concerne of this Company therein, and Mr. 
Kinvin is to attend his Honor the Deputy Governor as Solicitor for this Company 
and to prosecute Effectually the said buisinesse according to the direcion of his 
Honor the Deputy Governor.” 

2See p. 216, n. 1, and J. J. Jusserand, Recueil des Instructions donnés aux 
Ambassadeurs et Ministres de France... (Paris, 1929), XXV, Angleterre, II, 
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step advanced, in their Concerne, referred by his Matie. to 
Commissioners to be adjusted Wee have been told that a 
Commission must first passe under the great Seale, to ympower 
the Commissioners to meete & treate at other times wee are 
told his Matie. may please to appoint the Commissioners to 
meete & enter upon the buissinesse, without any forme of a 
Commission, In this Ambiguity our buisinesse Stands still, 
time spends, our Shipps must depart within 14 dayes & all wee 
send, men and Goods are in Danger to bee runn a Prey into the 
Mouth’s of the French, whoe have allready done us the wrong; 
Wee doe therefore humbly apply our Selves to your Lordp. as 
our Noble Governor, that your Lordp. wilbe pleased to Informe 
his Matie. hereof & humbly to move his Matie. that hee wilbe 
gratiously pleased to Comand the Lords Commissioners to 
meet & enter upon this affaire & to Speed it to an Issue, that 
Wee may know how to governe our Selves in our Instructions, 
to our Factors and Servants this expedition Wee Remaine 

Yor. Lordps. Most humble Servants 

E. DERING Dep. Governor 

Hudson’s Bay House the 11 May 1687 
M. the above said was delivered to the Right Honoble. the 
Governor of this Compa. by Wm. Yonge Esqr.} 


Your Lordps.? have doubtlesse heard of (aswell as all 
Europe have admired at) the many Insults Committed by the 
French on his Maties. Subjects in Hudson’s Bay, for Five 
yeares last past in the time of Peace & good Correspondence, 
betweene the Two Crownes after more then a hundred yeares’ 
entire & quiet possession of the said Bay by his Maties. 


1666-1690, p. 347 et seq. for ““ Mémoire du Roi pour servir d’instruction aux 
Srs. de Barillon et de Bonrepaus [5 mai 1687 (April 26, English style)] ”. 

1 See H.B.S., IX, 340, for remarks on Yonge’s connection with Churchill. 

2 Copies are also in A. 9/1, fos. d.—6d., and A. 9/2, fos. 4d.—sd. The original 
memorial is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 161-4, and is addressed “To the Right 
Honoble. the Earle of Sunderland His Maties. Principall Secretary of State”. 
Other copies are in C.O. 135/1, pp. 49-53, and C.O. 135/2, pp. 810. 
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Subjects. Your Lordps. have allsoe been acquainted with the 
Companyes Severall Memorialls of Complaint & repeated 
Petitions to his Matie. to cause Restitution to be made of the 

Shipps Merchandize & Forts taken from them and allsoe for 

Repairation of the Vast Damages they have Sustained thereby. 

Nor can your Lordps. (wee hope) be Ignorant of his Maties. 

most gratious Answere to our Petition delivered in February 

Last when hee was pleased to tell us that his Honor was 

Concerned with our Intrest, & hee would have repairation of 

both; Which Royall assureance from his Sacred mouth hath 

soe reanimated our desponding Spiritts,that wee have againe 
prepared fresh Supplyes of Provisions for our Servts. in the 

Bay (if any Survive their miseryes) Aswell as new Cargoes of 

Merchandize for our Trade with the Natives. The happy 

Successe whereof wilbe entirely oweing to your Lordps. Favour 

& Dispatch, & wee cannot but acknowledge it as the First 

good Step to the Prosperity of our Company that Providence 

hath soe kindly inclined his Matie. to refer the Compas. 

Welfare to persons of soe much real worth honor & integrity. 
Wee are sufficiently sensible that it is our Duty to waite your 

Lordships hour’s and to attend your Motion’s and Comands in 
all things but Wee humble begg leave allsoe to assure you that 
the Cogency of our affaires are soe urgent in this Juncture 
that Wee are Compelled to make this Humble Addresse to 
begg your Lordships Consideration of these preliminary 
propositions (Vizt.) | 

1. That it hath been the Companyes care to dispatch their 
Shipps for the Bay in the Begining of May because—that 
there is but One Season of the Yeare to goe & come and if 
they have not an early dispatch they wilbe frozen in & 
loose their Voyage. 

2. That this yeare by reason of the Treaty your Lordships are 
entring upon Wee have delayed our expedition as much as 
possible, Nevertheless wee have Contracted by Charterparty 
with the Owners & Masters of those ships which wee hire 
that they shall sayle before or at the Furthest on the 25th 
day of this present month of May, beyond which time if wee 
detaine them Wee shall not onely breake our Charter party 
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& pay great Demurrage for our delay but allsoe highly 

endanger the Totall Losse of our Voyage as afore is said. 

Now because wee are Sensible that the adjusting all 
differences betwixt us and the French (& especially in agreeing 
the districts of the Companyes Country, for trade and the 
pticulers. of their Damages Sustained) may take up too much 
of your Lordps. time to Effect the same before the necessary 
departure of our ships at present Wee onely pray 

That your Lordships will endeavour ymediately to obtaine 
from the French plenepotentiaryes here a Positive Mandate 
to all the French in the Bay (to bee Sent in our Vessells) 
Comanding them to redeliver us all the Ships Factoryes & 
Merchandizes which they tooke from us the last yeare at the 
Bottome of the Bay. 

This Wee humbly are of Opinion, they will not deny, 
because they never made any Clayme nor visited it till the last 
Summer, when they destroyed his Maties. Subjects there by 
Surprize even at the intant when a Treaty was on Foote for a 
good Correspondence and a Perpetuall Peace betweene the 
T'wo Crownes?} and this wee hope your Lordships will agree to 
bee soe essentially necessary to the Welfare of the Company 
that it would be very ymprudent (if our Servants could live 
there without a Supply of Provisions from England) to send 
any Ships thither without the said Mandate aswell because the 
French there have Doubtlesse received the Publication of the 
late Treaty for Confirmeing the possessions they had the Sixth 
day of Novembr. last ? and Consequently will Treat our Servants 


1 The treaty of neutrality between Kings Louis XIV and James IJ concluded 
in London on November 6/16, 1686. It provided for the continuance of peace 
on land and sea between the French and English dominions in America even in 
the event of war between the two Kings in Europe. A commission was to settle 
all claims. The original treaties (in Latin) are in P.R.O., F.O. 46, No. ror, and 
in Paris, Dépét des traités au Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres. References to 
this Treaty and notes to where printed copies are to be found are in D. Brymner, 
Report on Canadian Archives 1883 (Ottawa, 1884), pp. 7-8, and in Jusserand, 
Recueil des Instructions ..., pp. 344-5. 

3 The fourth clause of the treaty of November 6/16, 1686, stated: “‘ It has 
been agreed that each of the said kings shall hold the domains, rights, pre- 
éminences in the seas, straits and other waters of America to which, and in the 
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as Enemyes & seize our Shipps and Effects as heretofore and 
allsoe for that Wee shall find it very difficult to engage hired 
shipps and men to expose themselves to the Mercy of the 
French (whoe have allready Treaty his Maties. Subjects soe 
ill & that when they carry noe force to oppose their Violence 
All which Wee most humbly Submitt to your Lordships 
serious and timely Consideration. 


E. DERING Dep. Governor 


Hudson’s Bay House JOHN HUBAND 
in Noble Streete London WILL. YONGE 
13 May 1687. RICHARD CRADOCK 


JOHN LETTEN 
SPEPEMINGELIEES 
NICHO. HAYWARD 
SAMUELL CLARKE 
Three of these were signed as aforesaid and sealed wth. the 
Compies. Seale. 


One of them Directed to the Right Honoble. the Earle of 
Sunderland his Maties. principall Secretary of State. one 
other to the Right Honoble. the Earle of Midleton his Maties. 
principall Secretary of State and the third To the Right 
Honoble. Sidney Lord Godolphin one of the Lords 


Commissioners of his Maties. Treasury. 


And the said 13th May 1687 Sr. John Huband was ordered 
to deliver the same wch. 

The 18th May 1687, the said Sr. John Huband reported 
he had delivered the said Letters to the said Lords Comrs. 


same extent which of right belongs to them, and in the same manner in which 
they enjoy them at present”. (Quoted in C. Lindsey, 4 Investigation of the 
Unsettled Boundaries of Ontario (Toronto, 1873), p. 9). Thus the English 
forts at the Bottom of the Bay captured by de Troyes in the summer of 1686 
automatically remained in French hands. At the end of the Commissioners’ 
negotiations (see p. 328), the English forts were not only left in possession of the 
French but the Hudson’s Bay Company was unable to take any steps to recover 
them. See A. S. Morton, 4 History of the Canadian West to 1870-71 (London, 


1939), pp- 103-05. 
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William Bond?! of Rederith? Marriner Aged 32 yeares or W. Bond 
thereabouts Maketh Oath that in the month of June in the 44? 
year 1672 hee Sayled from London as Gunner of the Shipp 
called the Jmp/oy where of Samuell Cole was Mastr. in the 
Service of the Hudsons Bay Compa. and arrived att the 
Companyes Factory in Ruperts River in the Bottome of the Bay 
in October Followeing and there wintered and in July 
Followeing in the yeare 1673 hee was Sent with the said Shipp 
by Mr. Charles Bayley the Companyes then Governor in the 
Bottome of the Bay unto Port Nelson, to Trade there and in 
Septembr. followeing this Deponent in the said shipp arrived 
at Port Nelson and there Remained about Fifteene dayes and 
found out Sr. Thomas Buttons wintering place there & 
Severall peeces of Cables and other remarks where a Settlemt. 
had been made & finding noe Indians at that time there was 
left by the Comandr. of the said Shipp Severall goods with 
intention that the Indians finding the same might be induced 
to be there the next yeare & this Deponent sayes that hee in 
the said shipp in October followeing returned againe to the 
Bottome of the Bay to give the Governor an accompt what they 
had done and beleives the Governor did designe to have sent 
them againe the followeing yeare but was prevented for want 
of provisions, 

WM. BOND 
Jurat 20° Die Maii Anno 
Dom. 1687 Annog. regni Rs. 
Jacobi Secundi Tertio Coram 
me 
Simon Lewes 
Exxd. 


1 The original affidavit is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 205-08, and is endorsed 
“20 May 1687 Captn. Wm. Bond his affidavit that he was at Port Nelson in the 
year 1673”. 

2 T.e., Rotherhithe. 
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Governor Geyer & the Rest of the Councell ? 

Your Lettr. of the 4th Septembr. 16862 Wee Received 
togeather with the Journalls Invoyce and the other papers 
which accompanied it and must tell you ’twas our expectation 
and hopes of your being very dilligent and endeavouring what 
possible to promote the Compas. Intrest, which at first induced 
us to Conferr the place of Governor upon you, Wherefore wee 
cannot thinke but you will Readily afford all the advice and 
Assistance you can not onely to Monsr. Radisson but allsoe to 
the rest of our Servants when occation requires for you are to 
remembr. you all belong to the same Mastrs. soe are 
unaminously to study their advantage, and did you but 
Consider the extraordinary great Charges they are at 
Continueally, it would bee a forcible arguemt. to excite you 
thereto. 

Wee are glad to hear our Factory at New Severne is soe well 
Settled and at the Trade of that place and of Hayes River is like 
to encrease you need not doubt of our Supplyeing you at all 
tymes with those goods you write for, and if there be any 
knack or Toy that you know will please the Natives if you will 
send us a Patterne that wee might not mistake in the right shape 
wee should Certainely Suplye you. 

Wee must Confesse your sending downe the Hayes Sloope 
to the Bottome of the Bay with as much provissions and Goods 
she could Conveniently carry, was prudently done, but wee 
have too much reason to Fear it mett with verry ill Successe, 
for wee cannot Conceive it scarce possible but that the Vessell 
goods provissions and men are all Fallen into the Hands of the 
French, Whoe wee are informed have taken all our Forts and 
places at the Bottome of the Bay and therefore doe beleive our 
Servants that were there are all Conveyed either to New 
Severne or Port Nelson, which is the reason wee forbeare 
Sending soe many men by these Shipps as wee intended 


1A. 1/9, “ Att a Comittee the 27th May 1687... The Letters to Governor 
Geyer and Councell, to Mr. Missenden and to Mr. Espritt Radisson haveing 
been read att the Board the same were approved of, Ordered that Mr. Potter 
write Three Severall Coppyes of each.” 

4 This letter has not been found in the Company’s archives. 
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apprehending our Occasions can better bee Supplyed by those 
already in the Country then by thronging Supernumeraryes 
upon you which Certainely would devour your Provisions. 
These disturbeances raised by the Frenches attackeing us the 
last yeare, hath put our affaires soe much out of Frame that wee 
cannot be possitive at present in those orders wee send, but 
must referr most of our matters to be mannaged by the 
prudence of you the Governor and the rest of the Councell 
there and Wee would have you take to your Assistance whilst 


they Continue with you the Comandrs. of our Two Ships “ 


Capt. William Bond and Capt. Smithsend and likewise Capt. 
Leonard Edgecombe Comandr. of the Yohn and Thomas not 
doubting but you will Seriously deliberate all things and act 
soe as may be most for the Companyes advantage. 

Wee send you this yeare Three shipps vizt. the Dereing, the 
Hubandand the Fohn and Thomas the Two First are the Compas. 
owne and soe may be disposed of as you see Occasion, the 
Latter is Freighted therefore you must Observe the 
Charterparty (a Coppy whereof goes here inclosed) for her 
Departure, but if you can dispatch her Sooner then the 
Lymitted time without prejudice to the Companyes affaires 
wee enjoyne you to doe it, for it wilbe a great encouragemt. to 
the Owners and make others more willing and ready to Serve 
us for the Future. Wee Suppose the great Sufferings wee have 
Sustained by the French at the Bottome of the Bay, wilbe a 
Sufficient motive to awaken you and Cause a Continueall 
watch and Guard to bee kept that you meet not with the same 
Ill fate of beeing Surprized, Trust none, neither French nor 
Natives to come at any time soe neare you as (under the most 
plausible pretence wtsoever.) to hurt you and faile not to 
Fortifye your selves (with all expedition) by erecting in any 
place any other Fort or Redoubt that may Conduce thereto, 
that you may be able soe to Secure your selves and Goods for 
the future that noe assault of any Enemy either by Sea or Land 
may destroy you, And that nothing may bee wanting on our 
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Inclosed Invoyce will Informe you, and wee hope our kindnesse 
and Care in these abundant Supplyes will not Occation your 
extravagances but rather engage you soe to Husband things 
that if a Shipp should miscarry (which God forbidd) there may 
be Sufficient to Support our men and Carry on our Trade for a 
whole yeare after, for you may perceive by our this yeares 
provisions wee are desireous to put you into that posture. 

The Information of what happened at the Bottome of the 
Bay came partly from New Yorke, New England but most 
from Rochell from the French themselves which makes us 
unwilling to beleeve all wee heare to betrue but are in some 
Small hopes that One place or other at the Bottome of the Bay 
may still hold out if soe, then you are to take Care to Supply 
them with such stores and provisions and what else you can 
think requisite for their Support and releife, Wee cannot but 
much admire that you should not by one meanes or other (for 
tis reported the French made themselves masters of our Forts 
&c. in May 1686) have notice of that Insult before Capt. 
Porteen’s departure last yeare from your Port, Wee beleive it 
may be Easily Contrived by the help of the Indians to begett a 
Correspondence from your place to the Bottome of the Bay at 
Least Twice in a yeare it would prove of great advantage to us 
therefore ’tis our possitive orders that you put your selves 
heartyly to Worke to find a way to Effect this buisinesse 
wee being willing to bee at some extraordinary expences 
therein. 

There are Two Ambassadors from France to treat with our 
Plenepotentiaryes here in England in order to make us 
restitution and Satisfaction, for the Injuryes done us by the 
French and to Settle our Lymitts for the future, our gratious 
King being resolved that noe Forreigner shall upon any 
pretence molest us in our rightfull possessions any more but 
that wee shall freely and peaceably enjoy what is granted to us 
by his Maties. Royall Chartr. and if those affaires can be 
adjusted time enough that with probable Safety wee may send 
a Vessell to your Ports Wee are resolved to dispatch one to you 
with the New’s and Coppye of the Treaty, soe you may be 
Lookeing out for such a Vessell wch. you may know to bee ours 
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by a Long Waft made at the Maine Top Mast head with a 
Flage. 

Wee are glad to Finde Monsr. Radisson soe Industrious to bring 
downe the Northen Indians to Trade with us, for wee expect not 
onely an encrease of our trade thereby, but allsoe some other 
discoveryes to bee made which will much advance our Interest, for 
question lesse there are many profitable Comodityes in those parts, 
whith as yett are undiscovered to us, wherefore wee advise the 
prosecuteing and encouragemt. of those discoveryes what possible, 
Wee doe in an especiall manner recommend Mr. Robert 
Sandford (if alive) to your Courteous usuage, and doe order 
that hee bee put into the First Vacancye of any Considerable 
place that happens and any other Servant that appeares Vigorous 
in our Service Wee desire you to mention their names for wee 
are resolved to gratifye all such according to their deserts and 
‘tis our possitive order that you send home Mr. Sargeant with 
the whole parcell of Women appertaineing to him allsoe Mr. 
John Bridgar if they bee with you but such other of our men as 
you may have Occasion for, you must deteyne them another 


yeare the uncertainety of our affaires at present for want of 


advices from the Bottome of the Bay putting us to a Non plus 
how to Supply their places, But yett Wee cannot denye Leave 
to Monsr. Radison to come home haveing past our promise to 
him the Last yeareand you may order the Comander of the Shipp 
hee comes in to lett him have the great Cabin for his 
Accomodation and to use him with all respect and Civillity 
_dureing the whole terme of the Voyage, and wee would have 
you hearken to his Advise how the Tradeing part will best 
be mannaged for wee depend much upon his Judgment and 
Contriveance therein and at his Comeing off ’twill not be 
amisse if you put his Nephew Monsr. Grosseileir into the 
Warehouse wee would by all meanes that you Content him 
with the other Frenchmen? by showeing them kindnesse and 


1 See p.147,n.1. According to A. 15/3, fos. 155—6, “ Eliz Grimard ” and 
young Groseilliers completed their four years’ service in Hudson Bay. They both 
arrived at Gravesend on October 27, 1689. The other two Frenchmen 
“Durvall” and “ De Lamottee” were not credited with wages, and were 
presumably the two mentioned by Pére Silvy as being aboard the Perpetuana 
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respect ‘twas what we promised them when they went over, 
and wee hope you will see it pformed. 

The Reasons Monsr. Radissons gives in his letter’s for 
sending of Lead to Cover the houses hath prevailed with us to 
buy a Sufficient quantity for that purpose and hope it may 
Answere the end of keepeing the Goods drye and Saveing the 
expence of Skins which was Constantly wasted on that 
Occation. 

Wee order that noe time bee lost in makeing a Settlemt. to the 
Norward in Churchill River where Grimington and Abraham 
went the Last yeare,! wee apprehend the Hubanda fitt Vessell 
for that expedition and what things may be wanting to Carry 
on the Fishing Trade or any other designe shall certainely be Sent 
the next yeare provided wee have encouragemt. from you that 
it may turne to accompt wherefore it will be your fault if you 
be not very plaine in writeing for what ever may be wanting 
and usefull. 

Wee doe well approve of your intentions to endeavour the 
raiseing of little Deere to use them to Draw as they doe in 
Lapland and if you can think of amy thing else that may bee 
usefull and profitable for us pray make use of your Ingenuity therein. 

Wee doe Continue our orders to endeavour what possible the 
procureing Small Furrs and to encourage the Indians to Sett trapps 
for them, Wee have not found Mr. Thomas phipps soe Candid 
and Ingenious as you recomended him to us, Wee doubt not 
of findeing better performance from those that are allready 
abroad in our Service and though by our late Settlemt. of 
Salleryes to our Servants, Our Governor of Port Nelson can 
have but 100 4. p. Ann. yett you may be assured that neither 


Merchant when she was captured en route to Port Nelson in 1685 (Tyrrell, Docs. 
Rel. to the Early History of Hudson Bay, p.71). Pere Silvy (ibid., pp. 51, 64) 
also mentioned “ Le Parisien ”, a Frenchman, employed as an interpreter, at 
Port Nelson by the Company in 1684. 

1 See pp. 195, 198,237, 340- On June 2, 1688, the Governor and Committee 
issued “ possitive orders” to George Geyer to settle Churchill River as soon as 
possible, if it had not already been done (A. 6/2, fo.6). There was a house there 
on June 17, 1689, when Henry Kelsey left on his journey northwards, but it had 
been reduced to ashes by the time he returned on August 3, 1689 (A. G. Doughty 
and C. Martin (eds.), The Kelsey Papers (Ottawa, 1929), pp- 25; 31-2). 
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you the Governor nor any other servant wch. shall heartily 
embrace our benefit and Interest but Wee will readily reward 
them by way of a Gratuity which is the same in Effect as an 
encrease of wages for Wee are resolved to encourage those as 
shall appeare most diligent and active in our Service. Wee have 
sent you One Quartr. Caske of Sherrye 2 Quarter Caskes of 
Clarrett one of which latter wee intend for Monsr. Radisson 
for his homeward bound Voyage soe you may give it him as a 
prsent. from us. 

Wee heare Captaine Abraham is goeing an Interloper to the 
place hee went with Michaell Grmington the Last yeare in the 
Hayes Sloope hee makes great Braggs that wilbee a better 
Settlemt. then any has yett been found, Wee now send the 
Governor a Coppye of the proposealls wch. hee gave us for an 
encouragemt. thereto, and wee expect if the Governor can by 
any meanes meet him or his vessell (Called the Mary Groves 
Comander) that hee Secure them both, Wee procured the 
Kings Warrant and did Stopp the Vessell till Groves the 
pretended Comander tooke his Oath before the Judge and 
gave Security that neither hee nor the Vessell was bound to any 
part within Hudson’s Bay or Streights, Captaine Abraham hee 
hides himselfe for fear of being taken, for all this wee have 
some private Intimation that they are Still resolved to adventure 
if soe wee hope they will not be able to escape your knowledge, 
and wee would have you very diligent to enquire after them. 

Wee have likewise an Information that One Mr. Heywood 
a Merchant of Boston in New England has a designe of 
sending a Shipp to your parts, wee hope you will appeare soe 
Eagle Eyd as to discover every such ill practice against us and 
to endeavour to Seize them if possible. 

As to the removeing the Factory house wee must leave it to 
you to place it soe as may be most Convenient for your Trade 
and the Safety of your goods and men, you are best Judges of 
that affaire therefore referr it intirely to your discretion. 

Wee have entertained Six New Servants whose names and 
wages you will find in a Paper a part and notwithstanding what 
formerly mencioned that you are to Suffer noe Servants to 
come home this yeare (though their times are expired) as may 
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bee usefull to the Companyes Occations, that wee doe not 
designe thereby that you should deteyne any unnecessary or 
unproffitable hands but such onely as may be most proper for 
the advantageous carrying on our Trade and the Security of 
the Place. 
Soe Comitting you and all your affaires to Gods protection 
Wee remaine 
Your very Loveing Freinds 
CHURCHILL Goverr. 
EDW. DEREING Deput. Gover. 
JNO. HUBAND 
WM. YONGE 
RICHD. CRADOCK 
STERE SeLits 
SAMLL. CLARKE 
JOHN, LETIEN 
NICO. HAYWARD 


Bee pleased to take notice that Monsr. Peter Espritt 
Radisson, Mr. John Baptista Grossilier and Eliz Grimald are 
made Free denizens and to enjoy all Libertyes and priviledges 
as absolutely and Freely as any Englishman wherefore you are 
to esteeme and repute them soe and Mr. Radisson being to 
returne home you are to take Mr. Grossileir into the councell. 

We have allsoe Sent you Four Demi Culverin Guns with 
designe for the Bottome of the Bay (if it may please God you 
may find use for them thither) or otherwise for your owne use 
and better Security as you shall See cause. 

E. DEREING Dept. Governr. 
WM. YONGE 

SAMLL. CLARKE 

NICO. HAYWARD 


~ London the 3d Fune 1687. 
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Monsr. Espritt Radisson.? 

Wee accept very kindly your ample Narrative of the state 
of the Compas. affaires ever since you have been in those parts, 
by your Letter of the 4th Septembr.? and should have answered 
every paragraph were you not designed to returne for England 
this yeare, therefore are resolved to Wave those matters till wee 
See you, when wee shall gladly hearken to your advise in what 
ever may relate to the well Carryeing on of our Trade and 
makeing of Further Settlemts. in the interim you may read in 
our Genrall Letter what at present Wee can Recollect most 
necessary to be observed and Wee hope and expect before your 
departure you may bee extreame usefull to us in Adviseing and 
directing what is best to be done, for the French haveing 
dispoyled us (as wee are Informed) att the Bottome of the Bay 
disables us how to make any certaine Calculation how to 
provide for those parts soe must leave such things to be 
determined by the Governor and the rest of the Councell 
beleiveing you may have received a perfect relation of every 
particuler action that has happened for questionlesse our men 
were Sent either to New Severne or Port Nelson else if they 
have failed of arriveing att either of those places wee have Just 
reason to Fear they are all utterly lost ’twill therefore require 
your greatest care and prudence to Consider how to Steere 
matters as inprobabilitye may be most Safe and Advantageous, 
Wee have ordered that you have the great Cabbin for your 
accomodation and that the Comander that brings you home 
does use you with great respect and kindnesse, wee have allsoe 
presented you with a Quarter Caske of Clarrett to drinke in 
your Voyage, and Ordered the Governor to be extreame kind 
and Courteous to your Nephew and the other French men that 
stay behinde, being desireous that all of you doe plentifully 
participate of what Favours wee can showe, you must remember 
to leave in Writeing with our Governor such admonitions and 
advices as you can deeme any wayes Conducible to the well 
Carryeing on of the Companyes affaires in your absence and 
you may assure them from us that all such goods with 


1 This letter is also printed in Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, Pp: 330-1. 
* This letter has not been found in the Company’s archives. 
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whatsoever else may be thought necessary for the Briske 
carryeing on of the Trade and the Comfort of all our People 
shall the next yeare bee certainely sent them soe heartily 
wishing you a Prosperous Voyage and safe arrivall to us Wee 
remaine 
Your assured Loveing Freinds 
CHURCHILL Governr. 
E. DERING Dep. Govr. 
& ca. 
3rd ‘fune, 1687. 


Mr. Missenden 

It was the good Opinion wee had that you would 
industriously endeavour to promote the Compas. interest wch. 
incouraged us when wee called Governor Guyer from New 
Severne to place you in his Station else you could not have 
ymagined in Soe Small a time haveing soe little experience of 
the Country to bee soe Suddenly advanced and Wee hope your 
deportmt. wilbee such as may Continueally increase the 
esteeme Wee have for you. 

You need not fear that Wee shall ever for the Future 
adventure our goods and provisions in One Bottome and are 
heartily glad all things came safe to you the Last yeare and you 
will finde by the Invoyces that Wee have fully satisfyed your 
desires in a plentifull Supplye of all things necessary both for 
trade and all our Servants Comfortable subsistance, and hope 
to finde your good Husbandry such that if a shipp should 
miscarry (which God forbid) you might Still have Sufficient 
to Carry on our buissinesse with Cheerfullnesse untill the 
Arriveall of the Followeing yeares Shipping. 

You will read in our Generall Letter how much wee were 
afflicted for the disasters (which we are informed) hath befallen 
us att the Bottome of the Bay by the French, in soe much that 
Wee know not what provision to make for those parts but have 
referred the matter to your Consideracon how it ought to be 
mannaged in the best and Safest way, beleeveing you must 
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have received a perfect Narrative of the whole Transaction, 
Wee heartily Comiserate the Sad Condition of our poore men 
whoe after abundance of Fateague and hazard must either 
arrive at New Severne or Port Nelson or else totally perrish in 
the Bottome of the Sea, The Frenches Cruelty being usually 
accompanied with the greatest extremity Wee cannot expect 
but these misfortunes will Sufficiently Caution you to Stand 
upon your Guard and not Suffer your selves to be Surprized as 
wee heare they were trust none neither Natives nor French 
(upon any pretence whatsoevr.) to come soe neare you as to be 
able to act any Villany upon you and if you are not Sufficiently 
fortifyed allready loose noe time in Secureing your Selves from 
all Sorts of Casualtyes and assaults which you can Suppose 
may hurt you Wee must encourage you to gett all the Small Furrs 
you Can for our Eng. Markett wee find takes them readily off 
and wee would have you to Search after by your owne industry 
with the help of the Natives some other Sort of Comodityes 
besides Furrs veryly beleeveing upon true paines takeing many 
things might bee found out in those parts that would greatly 
turne to account you must Consider Wee are at Vast expences 
in Wages and provisions but yett if by the augmentation of our 
Trade wee Could be incouraged you should soon find our 
liberality to you proportionable. Upon your Recomendaton 
of Mr. Walsh Wee have advanced his Sallery to 30 4. p. Ann. 
being allwayes willing to incourage modest good men. 

We have this yeare consigned all our Cargoe toYorke fort 
and Hayes River ! from whence all Sorts of goods and provisions 
are to bee distributed to the Severall places and Factoryes as 
Occation requires. 

Wee Refer you for what else may be worth your notice to 
our Generall Letter soe Comending us heartily to you wee 
remaine 
Yor. very Loveing Freinds 

CHURCHILL Governor 
Py DERING Dep. Gove. 
- 3rd Fune, 1687. eca. 
1'York Fort on Hayes River. See p. 243, and Appendix A, p. 367. 
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To Captaine Wm. Bond 

Whereas Wee have thought fitt to appoint you Comander 
of the Good pinke called the Dereing now bound in our Service 
for Hudson’s Bay These are therefore to authorize you to goe 
on board the said Vessell and to execute the Office of Comandr. 
there accordingly, and all Officers and Seamen belonging to 
the said Vessell are to yeild Obedience to you as their Comandr. 
and you your selfe is to Obey all such orders and instructions a 
you now have or shall hereafter receive from us whilst. you 
Continue in the said Comand or in any other ymploymt. of 
our’s. 

Give under our Common Seale the First of June Anno. Dom. 
1687 


The same To Captaine Richard Smithsend. 


Instructions to Capt. William Bond, Captaine Richard 
Smithsend and Capt. Leonard Edgecombe. 


As in the Last instructions to Porteen fol. 1317 


3. That they shall agree upon Articles in writeing, and signes 
and mark’s whereby to understand each other’s motion 
and Condition, whereby the better to stay for and keepe 
Company One with another, 

4. At your makeing up to Hayes River in Port Nelson, you 
shall dilligently observe the Condition of the place 
whether in the possession of Freinds or Enemies, and if 
noe English Vessell meet you off at Sea, or English men 
come on board you in the River, you shall have reason to 
be Jealous, and Stand upon your Guard and Assist one 
another till you see that with Safety you may Saile up to 
the Factory and that you are assured the same togeather 
with the whole Fort are in the possession of our Freinds 
and Servants the English. 

1 ‘fune 1687. 

A 16, os 172: 
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To Captaine Wm. Bond. 

Wee haveing Laden on board your shipp the Dereing what 
ever goods provisions &c. we intend for this present Voyage 
for Hudson’s Bay It is therefore our desire and Wee doe hereby 
require you upon receipt of this our order to weigh your Anchor 
and hasten from Gravesend with all expedition as wind and 
Weather will permitt endeavouring to make your First Port 
Yorke Fort in Hayes River where when it shall please God to 
arrive you in Safety yow are to deliver to our Governor then 
being our Packett of Letters with all such goods provision’s 
&c. Consigned to him and Councell and you are to use your 
uttmost endeavours to prevent and detect all private Trade and 
if you find any Interlopeing Vessells whatsoever Tradeing or 
Saileing within the entrance of Hudson’s Streights without 
the Lycence of the Compa. Wee doe by vertue of the power 
and Authority given us by the Kings Maties. Gratious Letters 
Pattents of Incorporation require and authorized you to Seize 
them and all the goods on board them halfe to the use of his 
Matte. the other halfe for the use of the Governor and Company 
of Adventurers tradeing into Hudson’s Bay for the doeing 
whereof you shalbe Saved harmelesse and indempnifyed by the 
said Company. 

Wee Doe enjoyne you to endeavour what possible to keepe 
each other Company for it may bee the preservation not onely 
of your Shipps and Goods but allsoe your owne and your men’s 
lives, you are therefore to agree with your Consorts what Signes 
and Markes are to be Observed whereby to understand each 
others motion and Condition that you may the better knowe 
how to stay for as likewise to releeve each other upon every 
occation. 

Though Wee have Obliged you in your Charterparty to 
stay 25 dayes after your arriveall att Hayes River neare Port 
Nelson yett Wee have in our Generall Letter (to the Governor 
and Councell there) desired them to give them as much Sooner 
dispatch as possible provided the Companyes affaires may not 
be prejudiced thereby for your quick dispatch Wee shall 
receive abundance of Satisfaction as being then able to 
understand how our affaires are Settled in those parts. 
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Though wee cannot ymagine but that our Forts and places 
in Hayes River by Port Nelson are in Safety and in our owne 
possession yett the French haveing of late dealt soe 
Treacherously by us gives ous reason to Caution you that 
when it shall please God you arrive neare that place to putt your 
selves into such a posture of Defence as may enable you to 
encounter any Enemy you shall meete with and you are allsoe 
to use those meanes as may in probability bring you to a right 
understanding how matters Stand before you adventure too 
Farr, but if upon enquiry you shall perceive the French have 
surprized our men there, as wee are informed they did the Last 
yeare at the Bottome of the Bay, wee cannot doubt of your 
Courage & Conduct to endeavour all you can possible to 
recover it and that you will repossesse us and make us againe 
Masters of the place before you leave it, and bee assured wee 
shall bountifully reward any merritorous Service you shall doe 
therein And for our further proceedings you are to observe 
the orders and directions of our Governor and Councell there, 
whome wee have enjoyned to call you to their Assistance in all 
their Consultations dureing the tyme of your Stay with them 
beleeveing you will all unanimously endeavour to act all things 
as shalbe for the Honor of the Nation and the good and 
wellfare of your present ymployers soe Commending you to 
the protection of the Almighty and wishing you a happy and 
prosperous Voyage Wee remaine 

Your assured Loveing Freinds 
CHURCHILL Governr. E. DERING Dep. Goverr. 
& the Committee 
1° Fune 1687 


Captaine Wm. Bond 
Captaine Edgecombe 
& 


Captaine Smithsend 
Wee have received your Severall Letters and are glad to 
hear you are now arrived Safe Togeather in the Downes, wee 
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desire you to minde your instructions and endeavour what former Orders 
possible to keepe Company with each other beleeveing it wilbe Confirmed 


much for your advantage and Safety and as to Saileing either to 
the Westward or Northward wee must entirely leave it to your 
Discretions, soe wishing you a prosperous Voyage Wee 


remaine : 
Your very Loveing Freinds 


E. DERING Dept. Governor 
JOHN HUBAND 
WM. YONGE 
London 8 Fune 1687 RiICGhD. CRADOCK 
(ORIN LET LEN 
To Captaine William Bond 
Comander of the Dereing 
in the Downes 
These 


To the Most Christian King! 
Sir 

The Viscount Preston Envoy Extraordinary from the King 
of Great Brittaine in Obedience to his orders must humbly 
representeth to your most Christian Matie. 

That the King his Master hath with great displeasure 
received the Complaints of the Members of the English 
Company of the Bay of Hudson in the North West of America 
concerneing the Hostillityes Invations and the cruell ill usuage 
which they have received by the French Inhabitants of Canada 
in the Factory or habitation of the said Company upon the 
River and Port of Nelson, where they have made some yeares 
since an establishment with great Charges and expences by 
vertue of their Letters Pattents under the Broad Seale of 
England for the Conveniencye of the Commerce Established 
betweene the Subjects of the Crowne of England and the 


1 See pp. 105-09, and H.B.8., IX, 190,n. 2. A précis of this memorial from 
Lord Preston’s copy in French is printed in Hist. MSS. Comm., VII, p. 332. 
Sir James Hayes’ remarks on this memorial (and not on the second as stated in 


fo, 1%; 19%, 0. 2), are in P:R.O:, C.O; 1/66, No. 129. 
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Natives of the Country these Threescore yeares and upwards 
Since which time the said River hath been discovered by Sr. 
Thomas Button an English man this is what the said Envoy 
hath order to Represent to your most Christian Matie. 
concerneing that buisinesse upon very True Memorialls. 

That in the Month of July last past some French Inhabitants 
of the said Canada being entred with two Barks/Sloops the One 
called Sz. Peter and the other St. Anne in the River and Port 
Nelson, they have Landed in the habitation of the said 
Company which habitation they have burnt pillaged the 
Factory, carryed away all their Provisions, householdgoods and 
utinsells and taken Prisoner John Bridgar Esqr. their 
Comandant with all those that were in the Service of the said 
Company, that after those disorders and Plunderings they have 
every where planted your most Christian Maties. Flagg in 
those Countryes sayeing openly that they did all those things 
by your orders and of the Governor of Canada, that at length 
to shew that they had Undertaken to dispoyle entirely his 
Maties. Subjects of that Cuntry they have endeavoured to take 
possession of it by changeing the names of the two Branches 
of the said River and nameing the one Port Bourbon and the 
other Port Louis. 

The said Memorialls add further that in the Month of 
August following the same French men haveing mett in the 
said River and Port of Nelson an English shipp called the 
Batchellors delight belonging to some of his Maties. Subjects 
Inhabitants of New England they have Carried her away and 
by force and Violence constrained Eleaven of the said 
Company’s servants with the Mate of the said shipp to imbarke 
upon One of their sloopes the St. dan which was all unrigged 
and which did Leake much, and to sett sayle to retire home, 
haveing given them for provisions for all that Voyage noe more 
then 48 pounds of Beefe and two Bushells of Oatemeale, 
alltho the nearest Port where them poore unfortunate People 
could come at was at two Hundred Leagues distance and that 
the Sea at that tyme was very rough and full of Ice. 

The Truth of all these actions being Averred as much by 
the Memorialls of the said Company as by the Depositions of 
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those poore People whoe did Save themselves as by a Miracle, 
out of the Dangers to which they had been soe Cruelly exposed. 
The said Envoy hath order from the King his Master to 
Demand from your most Christian Matie. both Justice and 
Satisfaction aswell for the Exemplary punishmt. that the 
Authors of such Crimes doe deserve as by a Sufficient 
reparation of all the Losses and Damages his Maties. Subjects 
have Suffered by the Plunderings and burneings of the 
said Habitation and Factory, the Carryeing away of their 
householdgoods provisions and Utinsells and the takeing the 
said shipp belonging to his Maties. Subjects whoe expects 
from your most Christian Maties. Justice an entire restitution 
of all those things with the restablishmt. of the Members of 
the said English Company in the same Condition they were 
before that Invasion of the said French Inhabitants of Canada, 
in the Cuntry’s under his Maties. Obedience. 

The said Envoy prayes and instantly requires your most 
Christian Matie. that you wilbee pleased to give the necessary 
orders for the Just Satisfaction of the King his Master upon all 
those things, that hee may give his Matie. an accompt of it. 
his Matie. is fully perswaded of your Maties. good intentions 
for a perfect Union and good Correspondency which bindeth 
the King his Master with soe strict an Amity to your most 
Christian Matie. whoe in all things will Contribute to the 
Quiett and advantages of the Subjects of both Crownes. 

The abovesaid is a true Coppy of the First memoriall 

presented to the most Christian King. 

By my Lord Preston at Versailles the 11th January 1684.1 


To the Most Christian King.? 
Sire, 

The Viscount Preston Envoy Extraordinary from the King 
of Great Brittaine hath received orders from his Matie. to give 


1 French style ; or January 1, 1683/4, English style. 
2 There is also a copy of this memorial in French in P.R.O., C.O. 1/66, No. 
128, and another copy in French is referred to in Hist. MSS. Comm., VII, p. 332. 
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your Most Christian Matie. advice that One Radisson was the 
Head and Leader of the enterprise of the French Inhabitants 
of Canada when they Comitted the Vyolences in the Habitations 
of his Maties. Subjects upon the River and Port Nelson, of 
which the said Envoy did Complaine and Demanded Justice 
and Satisfaction for the King his Master by the Memoriall 
Presented to your Most Christian Matie. the 11th [1st, English 


. 


style] of this present month, and that the said Radisson 1s since 
arrived at Rochell and that hee must now bee at Paris. ‘The 
said Envoy hath allsoe Order from the King his Master giveing 
this advice to your most Christian Matie. to desire you ernestly 
to give the necessary orders you shall thing fitt that the author 
of soe great Violences may not escape the Punishmt. hee 
deserves, the said envoy expects in this and in the whole 
buisinesse the Effects of your Maties. Justice and especially of 
the Consideration and Amity for the King his Master. 
Psented. at Versailles 

By my LORD PRESTON. 
Tuesday the 25th of ‘fanry 
1684 


Ibid., p. 369, Jenkins to Preston, Whitehall, February 11, 1684, acknowledging 
packets of January 22, 26, 29, 30, and February 2, 5, 12 (all French style), 
received on February 9 (English style), and adding “... In the Hudson’s Bay 
business your diligence is very well approved of, and his Royal Highness being 
governor of the company does concern himself in the affair, yet all that was 
resolved last night was that copy should be given to Sir James Hayes (the deputy 
governor) of the Boston man’s [Benjamin Gillam] petition to De la Barre [see 
p. 128, n. 1]. Secondly, a copy of your memorial. Thirdly, an extract out of 
your letters of those answers that Mons. de Seignelay gave upon your several 
instances. . .” 

1 Hist. MSS. Comm., VU, p. 296, February 9, (January 31, English style), 
1684, Paris, Preston to Jenkins, “I sent yesterday to Monsr. de Seignelay to 
know if his most Christian Majesty had yet ordered any answer to be given to my 
second memorial concerning the affair of Canada, and particularly relating to 
Radison... | He replied that he had presented the memorial in Council, but 
that no other answer could be given to this second than had already been given to 
the first, since the King his master could not in justice punish Radison till he be 
fully informed of the circumstance of his attempt from his Governour of 
Canada...” See H.B.5.;1X, rot, n. 2. 

2 French style, or January 15, English style. The copy in P.R.O., C,0. 1/66; 
No. 128, is endorsed “ Sent by the packet of 16-26 January 1684. Recd. g Feb. 
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To the Most Christian King.t 
Sir 

The Underwritten Envoy Extraordinary from the King of 
Great Brittaine hath received New orders from his Matie. to 
desire and require earnestly your most Christian Matie. in his 
name to provide by your Justice for the Satisfaction and 
repairation of the Hostillityes Invasions and enterprises 
committed in the months of July and August of the yeare 1683. 
by the French Inhabitants of Canada against the Members of 
the English Company of Hudson’s Bay in the North West of 
America, whereupon the said Envoy hath had the honour to 
present his Memoriall to your most Christian Matie. the 2 5th 
January Last [French Style] the Copyes whereof are hereunto 
annexed to put your most Christian Matie. in minde of it and 
not to weary you by a New Relation of the Particulers of the 
Complaints of the said English Company. 

The said Envoy hath given an accompt to the King his 
Master of the answere which have been given him from your 
most Christian Matie. that yow expected the Memorialls of 


83-4. The delay in receipt was caused by the severe weather. T. H. Baker, 
Records of the Seasons ...in the British Isles (London, 1883), p. 160, February 
8, 1684 (quoting John Evelyn), “‘ The weather was set in to an absolute thaw 
and rain, but the Thames still frozen”. February 10, 1684, “ After eight 
weeks missing the foreign posts there came abundance of intelligence from 
abroad ”’. 

1 Hist. M88. Comm., VII, p. 301, Preston to Jenkins, Paris, April 19 (April 9, 
English style), 1684, stating that as he had been unable to obtain satisfaction 
from Monsieur de Croissy and Monsieur de Seignelay for the Port Nelson affair, 
he had demanded and obtained an audience with the King. Preston had 
presented another memorial drawn exactly according to orders sent him, but the 
King had said he could “ take no resolution ” until he had heard from Canada. 
Ibid., p. 302, Preston to Sunderland, Pont Ste. Maxence, April 30 (April 20, 
English style), 1684, stating that he had heard that the King had ordered the 
French to restore the possession of Port Nelson. Ibid., p. 304, Preston to Sir 
James Hayes, Valenciennes, May 25 (May 15, English style), 1684, “... The 
answers which we have hitherto had from this King . . . are not to be interpreted 
a refusal of doing justice to the English Company of Hudson’s Bay, but they are 
rather dilatory and given with a design to gain time that they may see how things 
will turn”. Preston added that Radisson and Groseilliers had represented to 
the French the benefits of holding the whole beaver trade. He had had no 
confirmation of the King’s orders to restore Port Nelson. See p. 110, n. 2. 
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Monsr. de La Barre Governor of the French collonyes in the 
said Canada to have a true accompt of the Manner things had 
been carryed on, before your Matie. would give a positive 
Answere to the said Envoy’s Memorialls, but as a pretty 
considerable time hath been already Since elapsed without any 
determination upon that buissinesse, that Retardement hath 
given occation to the Members of the said English Company 
to present New Petitions to his Matie. with pressing instances 
to ymplore his Royall Protection feareing that if your most 
Christian Matie. should leave for a Longer time the Authors 
of the Hostillityes and Violences (they Complaine of) 
unpunished they should bee still exposed to the like attempts 
the consequencyes whereof could not but bee very prejudiciall. 

Therefore the said Envoy prayes and requires your most 
christian Matie. very earnestly in the name of the King his 
Master to give order that the French Inhabitants whoe by 
force have made themselves Masters of the said Port of Nelson 
may forthwith withdraw from thence and leave the Free and 
peaceable possession thereof to the said English Company 
with the reestablishmt. of the habitation and restoration of all 
things in the same condition they were in before the Invasion 
to an entire restitution of all that hath been taken from his 
Maties. Subjects as allsoe that it may please your most Christian 
Matie. to cause (for the satisfaction of the King his master) 
those that are Guilty of those said Attempts to bee exemplarily 
punished as the case requires and to Comand the said Governor 
of Canada to prevent for the future that the like troubles may 
not bee given to his Maties. Subjects in the habitations 
factoryes and Establishmts. they have in the said country for 
the Commerce soe that the Subjects of both Crownes may live 
there with the same union and good Correspondencie as they 
have done in the time of former Governors and that such 
Occations of Complaints and clamours may happen noe more. 


The above written is a true Coppy of the Memoriall 
presented to the Most Christian King by my Lord 
preston Envoy Extraordinary from the King of Greate 
Brittaine to Demand an answere and resolution upon 
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the precedent memoriall presented in the name of his 
Matie. about the buissnesse of Hudsons Bay. 


Copie du memoire presenté au Roy par Mr. Skelton Envoyé 
Extraordinaire d’Angletterre, pour la Compagnie des 
marchands Anglois trafiquans dans la Baye de Hudson en 
lAmerique.? 

Au Roy Tres Chrestien 

Sire 

Le sousigné Envoyé Extraordinaire du Roy de la Grande 
Bretagne Represente a vostre Mayjté. par ordre du Roy son 
Maistre que plusrs. memoires ayant esté cydevant presentéz a 
Vostre Majté. dans lequels on luy a Exposé les domages & 
Injures faites par les Sujets de vostre Mayjesté a ceux du Roy 
son Maistre dans le Baye de Hudson en |’Amerique, Vostre 
Majesté a eu la bonté de promettre de faire Examiner exactement 
ces demesléz et de donner ses ordres afin que touttes Choses 
soient regléz selon la justice & |’equité: 

Et comme vostre doit avoir esté pleinement informée par les 
Vaisseaux de Canada, Arrivéz depuis peu a la Rochelle, de 
tout ce qui s’est passé dans ces lieux a leur Occasion. On 
Espere que Vostre Majesté aura pareillement la bonté d’y 
pourvoir selon sa Justice ordinaire et conformement a la 
promesse qu’elle en a desja faite. 

Mais outre ces domages qui ont desja esté Representez 
avotre Majesté par des memoires precedents, le soubsigné 
Envoyé est obligé de representer de Nouveau a Vostre Majté. 
la maniere Extraordinaire avec laquelle ses Sujets de Canada 
ont pris et pilléz trois forts et grands Magazins appartenans 
aux Sujets du Roy son Maistre au fond du Baye de hudson, 
Et de plus encore trois de leurs vaisseaux, Cinquante mille 
peaux de Castor, une fort grande quantité d’autres 
marchandises, & des provisions de bouche pour plusieurs 
années. 


1Jusserand, Recueil des Instructions, p. 357 n., states that this petition is 
printed in Correspondence d’ Angleterre, Supplement II. 57 (Affaires Etrangéres). 
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Ils ne se sont pas Seulement contentez de cette violence 
mais ils ont aussy jetté en mer sur une petite Chaloupe?* 
Cinquante des Sujets de Sa Majté. Brittanique, les exposant 
ainsy a la mercy des flots, et aperir miserablement, Ils en ont 
massacréz ensuite plusieurs et ont faits le reste prisonniers. 

Cest pourquoy led. Envoyé Extraordre. suplie instament 
Vostre Majesté, qu’il luy plaise ordonner qu’on Satisfassent 
aux pertes & domages que les sujets du Roy d’Angleterre ont 
Soufferts par ceux de Vostre Majesté tant pour le passé que 
dans cette derniere invasion Et que vostre Majté. ait la bonté 
de donner ordre au Governeur et a ses autres Sujets de Canada, 
de quitter et Rendre aux Sujets de Sa Majté. Brittanique, tous 
les forts, Magazins Vaisseaux et autres choses lesquelles leur 
ont esté prizes dans le baye de hudson, Et afin que cela se 
puisse Executer plus fidellement, le sousigné Envoye suplie 
encore vostre Majté. de vouloir bien envoyer cet ordre en 
Angleterre, afin quon le puisse de la envoyer par les Vaisseaux 
Anglois qui doivent partir pour ces pays la au mois d’ Avril 
prochain, dans lequel ordre Vostre Majesté aura la bonté 
d’ordonner expressemt. a tous ses sujets qui se trouveront au 
fond du Baye forts places et magasins apartenantes aux Sujets 
du Roy d’Angleterre, d’en sortir incessament et d’en laisser 
paisibles Possesseurs les Sujets de Sa majesté Brittanique leurs 
agents, serviteurs, ou factures, avec deffences aux Sujets de 
Vostre Majté. qui sont dans le Canada de troubler a l’avenir 
lesds. sujets de sa Maté. Brittanique dans leurs droits 
possessions & negoces et de leur laisser Seuls la liberté du 
trafic du Baye de Hudson comme leur appartenant de droit 
depuis Cent ans. 

Le dit Envoyé Extraordre. esper que vostre Mateé. estant 
bien informée de touttes les injustices & violences qui ont esté 
faites aux Sujets du Roy son Maistre, Elle donnera des ordres 
necessaires pour les dedommager de leurs grandes pertes, Et 
que selon sa justice ordinre. elle fera observer exactement par 
ses sujets les traittez Solonnels qui ont esté faits entre les deux 
Couronnes; Faita Paris /e dix huitiesme ‘four de mars 1687.” 


Bias 
1J.e., the Colleton. See p. 306. 2 French style. 
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Copy of the memoriall presented to the King by Mr. Skelton 
Envoy Extraordinary from England, on behalfe of the 
Company of English merchants trading into Hudsons 
Bay in America. 

To the most Christian King 
or. 

The underwritten Envoy Extraordinary from the King of 
great Brittaine represents to your Majesty by order of the King 
his Master That severall memorialls having been heretofore 
presented to your Majty. wherein were Exhibited the Damages 
and Injuries committed by your Majtes. Subjects against those 
of the King his Master in hudsons Bay in America your Majty. 
was pleased to promise to cause these matters to be strictly 
Examined, and to give orders that all things may be regulated 
according to Justice and Equity. 

And whereas your Majty. cannot but have been fully 
informed by the Canada Ships lately arrived att Rochell, of 
all that hath passed in those parts by their Occasion, It is hoped 
that your Majty. will likewise be pleased to provide for it, 
according to your usuall Justice, & your promise in that behalfe 
already made. 

But besides these damages which have already been 
represented to your Majty. by former memorialls, the 
underwritten Envoy hath new orders to represent to your 
majty. the extraordinary manner whereby your subjects of 
Canada have taken and plundered three Forts & great 
Warehouses belonging to the subjects of the King his Master 
att the bottom of Hudsons Bay, & more three of their shipps, 
fifty thousand beaver skinns, & a very great quantity of other 
goods, and provisions for many yeares. 

They were not contented with this outrage only, by they 
have also cast into the sea upon a little sloope fifty of the 
subjects of his Majty. of Great Brittaine, Exposing them so to 
the mercy of the sea, & to perish miserably finally they have 
murthered severall of them, & made the rest prisoners. 
Wherefore the said Envoy Extraordinary instantly desires your 
Majty. that you would be pleased to give orders that satisfaction 
be made for the losses and damages wch. the King of Englands 


Memortal dd. 
French King 
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Subjects have suffered by those of your Majty. as well in the 
former as in this last invasion & that your Majty. will be 
pleased to give order to your governour & other your Subjects 
of Canada to restore and surrender to the subjects of his Majty. 
of great Brittaine all the Forts, Storehouses, vessells & other 
things which have been taken from them in Hudsons Bay, And 
that the same may be executed more faithfully, the underwritten 
Envoy further desires your Majty. be pleased to send this order 
into England, to the end that they may send it from thence by 
the English vessells which are to depart for that Country in the 
month of Aprill next, in Which order your Majty will be pleased 
to give express Command to all your Subjects which shall be 
found in the bottom of the Bay, forts, places & warehouses 
belonging to the Subjects of the King of England, imediately 
to depart from thence, and to leave the Subjects of his Majty. of 
great Brittaine, their agents Servts. or factors peaceable 
possessours thereof, with prohibition to your Majties. Subjects 
in Canada for the time to come to molest the said Subjects of 
his Maty. of Great Brittaine, in their rights possessions and 
affaires, and to leave them the sole liberty of trading into 
Hudsons Bay as of right belonging to them for these hundred 
Yeares since. 

The said Envoy Extraordinary hopes that your Majty., 
being well informed of all the Injuries and outrages wch. have 
been Comitted against the Subjects of the King his master, 
will give necessary orders to satisfye them for their great losses, 
And that according to your accustomed justice, you will cause 
your subjects strictly to observe the sollemn treaties which 
have been made between the two Crownes; Done in Paris the 


18th day of March 1687. B S 


The Case of the Hudson’s Bay Company with the French of 
Canada. 

That Hudsons Streights and Bay in America was antiently 

discovered by Sr. Martin Forbissher Davies, Henry Hudson 

and others his Maties. Subjects and in particulerly in Anno 
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1610 Hudson made a more full discovery of the said Straights 
and Bay by which name it has been ever since called in all 
Mapps &c. 

Two yeares after Sr. Thomas Button Sayled thither and 
tooke possession for King James and perticulerly of Port 
Nelson where hee buryed the Comander of his Shipp whose 
name was Nelson, which name it retaines to this day. 

That in 1631 Capta. Fox by Comand of King Charles the 
First Sayled amongst other places to Port Nelson and Reerected 
a Crosse which had been formerly Sett up by Sr. Thomas 
Button with a new Iriscription declareing his Maties. Right 
thereto and named the adjacent Country New North Wales 
as it’s called to this day in all Mapps &c. 

That in Anno 16671 one Zachary Gilham a Subject of his 
said Maties. Sayled into the said Bay and Discovered att the 
Bottome of the Bay a River which hee called Rupert River and 
built a Forte there calleing it Charles Forte as it’s now called 
and there Settled a Trade with the Natives makeing a League 
of Freindshipp with them. 

That in 1670 His late Matie. by Charter grants to the said 
Company the Sole Trade of the said Straights and Bay with all 
Lands Territoryes Rivers and Islands in and about the said 
Straights and Bay. 

That in all this time the Subjects of the French King doe not 
soe much as pretend to have Sayled to or discovered the said 
Bay or Straights. 

That in 1672? the Company sent one Mr. Bayly their 
Governor whoe Ratifyed the League made by Guilham with 
the Indians and held a faire Correspondence with Monsr. 
Fantenack the then Governor of Canada whoe did not soe much 
as pretend any Injury done the French by the English Settleing 
Factory’s or building Forts in the Bottome of the Bay. 

That in 1682 one Monsr. De La Cheney and other Private 
Merchants of Canada findeing that the English at their greate 
expence were like to Settle an advantageous Trade in the Bay 

1 The first voyage was in 1668. 


2 Charles Bayly was sent to Hudson Bay as Governor in 1670. See H.B.5., 
V, 209-13. 
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by Sr. Thoms. 
Button 


1631 
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Hostility French 
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fitted out Severall Shipps and sent one Grosileir and Radisson 
whoe entred Port Nelson and burnt the Companyes houses 
Seized their Goods and Provisions and destroyed their Factory 
carrying Mr. Bridgar the Company’s Chiefe Agent and 
Severall others of his Maties. Subjects prisoners to Canada for 
which Injustice Radisson and Grosileir were proceeded against 
at Canada as Pirates and Complaint was allsoe made at the 
Court of France but noe satisfaction obtained which was 
the First Expedition the French ever made into Hudson 
Bay. 

wrneties by the aforesaid Severall Discoveryes and 
possessions taken & Trade Settled by the English in Severall 
places in the said Bay before the Subjects of any other Prince 
ever Settled their and his Maties. charter granting the Sole 
Trade of the said Bay and Straights to the Company in 
Confirmation thereof and above Twenty yeares possession bee 
not Sufficient to Fix a Title in the said Compa. of the said 
Straights and Bay &c. Exclusive of the Subjects of any other 
Prince or State whatsoever and Consequently ought not the 
French to make the Compa. satisfaccion for all the Depredations 
and Damages they have done them. 

Hudson’s Bay and Straights being long Discovered and 
possessed in Severall parts by the Subjects of England, the 
Kings of England have Title to the said Straights and Bay by 
right of Occupancy exclusive to all other Princes and had 
power to grant a Charter and incorporate a Compa. to Trade 
there whoe are by Law to have recompence and Satisfaction 
from the French for the Damages Sustained by them. 

Whether the Kings of England by a 100 yeares peaceable 
possession of the whole Bay and Straights without Settleing a 
Factory or Forte in every River or Creeke may not bee 
esteemed to have a Legall Right to the whole Streights and 
Bay Exclusive of all other Princes as well as the French to 
Canada and Louisiane and whoe doe not possesse the Thousand 
part thereof Louisiane being neare as Extensive as all Europe 
and hath in it Four Great Lakes called the Dauphin Orleans 
Conde and Conty which are Double the Extent of Hudsons 
Bay. 


; e a Groenlandia, per 
SS. Freta Davidis et 
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The English possessing the Bay and Straights, it’s not 
necessary that a particuler factory bee Settled in every River 
and Creeke in order to give a Title to the whole, noe more then 
the possessing of every particular Spott of Ground in Virginia 
or New England or any other of his Maties. Plantacions is 
requisite to give his Matie. a Title to the said plantation, for 
it’s Sufficient to exclude any other Prince by possessing any 
One part And the whole Cuntrey of Virginia or New England 
did as much belong to the King of England Exclusive of any 
other Prince before they were fully Inhabited as now they doe, 
And the disuseing or not Frequenting of any part of the Bay 
is noe relinquishing or giveing up such part to any Forreigne 
Prince, Noe more then if his Maties. Subjects in the Northerne 
parts of Scotland draweing more Southwardly would make his 
Matie. to loose his Title to those Northerne parts or give a 
Title to any Forreigne Prince to possesse them. 

Whether in this case the prooffe as to primer Occupancy dus 
not lye on the part of the French. 

The English being in possession the presumtion is for their 
Title and if the French pretend any right to the same by 
primer Occupancy or otherwise the Proofe is incumbent on 
them. 

How farr the rightfull Occupant of any River and Shore 
in an Infidell Country may Clayme the District and Lymitts 
of such possession to extend up into the Countrey. 

The Rightfull Occupant of a River or Shore hath right soe 
farr into the countrey untill they meete with the confines of 
some other Prince, And if Two Princes have planted themselves 
each upon a Severall River at one and the same time betweene 
which River there is a Considerable Tract of Land, that Land 
ought to be Devided betweene them equally. 

THO, PINEOLD# 
May 21, 1687. 


1(C. Coote], Sketches of the Lives and Characters of Eminent Civilians (London 
1804), p. 93, © Thomas Pynfold : Jan. 20, 1669. He obtained (with the honour 
of knighthood) the appointment of advocate-general [in the High Court of 
Admiralty] ; and he was also judge of the court of the bishop of Peterborough. 
He died on the 30th of April, 1701.” 
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A True State of the Case Betweene the Hudson’s Bay Company 
and the French of Canada in the West Indies. 


Proofes 
Discovered by That all the Ports and Places within) Vide Fox his Book 
aris Hudsons Streights and Bay in America | of the Nor. West? 
eee were first Discovered possessed and | printed in the 
Duis M. planted by the Subjects of this Kingdome | yeare 1635 from 
oroisher 


1567 % 1585 Capt. 
Davies 


Anno 1610 


Hudson 


1612 
Sr. Thomas 
Button 


and Denominated frequented and Sayled 
to onely by them Successively upwards of 
above 100 yeares by Forbisher Davies 
Hudson and others 


That more perticulerly in the yeare 
1610 Mr. Hen. Hudson a Subject of his 
Matie. Sayled into the said Steights and 
Bay and gave severall names to severall 
places therein and the said Streights and 
Bay have ever since been called by the 
name of Hudsons Streights and Bay as it 
is in all Mapps and by all Navigators to 
this Day 


That in the yeare 1612 Sr. Thomas 
Button Sayled into the said Bay and 
Straights and tooke possession of Severall 
places perticulerly the River of Port 
Nelson and all the Territoryes thereto 
belonging in the name of his Mastr. King 
James the First and named the said River 
and Port (wherein hee then wintered) 
Port Nelson, in respect to the Comander 


fol. 1 forwards 
and fol. 70, 117, 
tisy 164,215 n 
Ory: 


fol. 70 

Vide English 
and French 
Mapps.* 


Fox his said 

Book fo. 117 and 
118 

Vide English & 
French Mapps 


1 The original, which is unsigned, is in P.R.O., C.O. 1 34/1, pp. 169-70. 


2Luke Foxe, North-West Fox ; or Fox from the North-west pessage... 
(London, 1635). 

3 Wrongly given as 1567, instead of 1576. See M. Christy (ed.), The 
Voyages of Captain Luke Foxe of Hull, and Captain Thomas Fames of Bristol, in 
Search of a North-West Passage, in 1631-32... (London, The Hakluyt Society, 
1894), II, 37. 


4 See Introduction, p. xvi et seq. 
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of his shipp, whome hee there buryed, 
whose name was Nelson, and the said 
Port doth now retaine the same name in 
all Mapps and by all Navigators to this 
day. J 


That in Anno 1631 Capt. Luke Fox a 
Comand of King Charles the First made a 
Voyage to Hudson’s Bay and entered the 
River of Port Nelson and finding there a 
crosse which had been Erected by Sr. 
Thomas Button with an Inscription 
defaced, hee sett up the said Crosse againe 
with a New Inscription declareing his 
Maites. Right and possession thereto and 
named the adjacent Country upon the 
said River new North Wales as it’s called 
to this day in all Mapps and by all 


Navigators. 


That in Anno 1667! a Further 
Discovery within the said straights was 
made by One Zachary Gilham whoe 
Discovered a River at the very bottome of 
the Bay upon the East Maine where hee 
\mett with Native Indians, with whome 
haveing made a League of Freindshipp, 
hee gave it the name of Rupert River, 
Prince Rupert being then principally 
concerned in that expedition, and built a 
Forte there, which hee called Charles 
Forte in honour to his late Matie., and 
tooke possession of the River and Lands 
thereabouts in his said late Maties. name, 
and entered into a Trade with the Natives 
which has been ever Since maintained by 
the Company without any Interruption 


J 


till of late. J 
1In 1668. 


a9) 


Proofes 


Fox his said 
Book fo. 215 & 
217. 

Vide English & 
French Mapps 


Vide the Compa. 


+ Book’s go and 


Sr. James Hayes 


1031 


Capt. Luke Fox 


1667 
Zachariah 
Gilham 


Built a Fort 
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Proofes 

1669 That Captaine Newland in _ the 
Capt. Newland : : es 
ae EN in Anno 1669 Entered Port Vide the Compa: 
Nileen Nelson, and then Declared his Mattes. Ane 

right by fixing up his Mattes. Armes | 

there.* J 
1670 That in Anno 1670 his late Matie. was | 


Charter Granted 


gratiously pleased by his Royall Charter 

to Incorporate the said Adventurers and 

to grant to them and their sucessors for | Vide the 
ever all the said Bay and Streights Charter 
Leading thereto called Hudson’s 

Streights and Bay and to have the Sole 

Trade thereof Exclusive of all others. 


sok That the said League of Freindshipp 
Ia Sen . é A 
hoe made with the Indians by the said 


Settlemt. made  Captaine Zachary Gilham was afterwards 
Ratifyed by One Charles Bayly whoe in 
Anno 1672? was sent Governor by the 


Tie : nsr. 
Compa. within the said Bay with whome Vide Mot we 
as Fontenat’s 
Monsr. Fontenat the then Governor of 
me] Lettr. to Mr. 
Canada did Cooncilliate a good; 
Bayley Dated 
Correspondence betweene them wth. out he eek 


Complaineing of any Injury pretended 
to be done by the Compa. or their Agents 
in Settleing a Commerce or building 
Forts att the Bottome of the Bay as his 
Successor Monsr. De La Barr has since 
done. 


October 1.6777" 


1673 The said Governor Bayley sent the} Vide Capt. 

Se ae Shipp called the Zmp/oy from the Bottome | Bonds Afhdt. 

met of the Bay to Porte Nelson to Settle and [ made the 20th 
Trade there. May 1678.4 


son oP oe Fe 85 er 2 In-1670. Seer pe 7 i. 
4’'The correct date is 1687. See p. 231. 
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Proofes 
That in the yeare 1680 Capt. Draper 
in one of the Companyes Shipps called | Vide the Compas. 


the Albemarle entred the River of Port { Books 
Nelson. 

That in the yeare 1682 One Capt.] 
Benjamin Gilham was at Porte Nelson 
with a Factory of English and actually | Gilham’s 


building a Forte there when Radisson and 
Grossieleir arrived there from Canada and 
at the same time Capt. Zachary Gilham 
his Father with Mr. Bridgar and other 
the Compas. Servants were actually 
Settleing Factoryes and building Forts 
there for the Compa. when Grossileir a 
Radisson arrived there to unsettle them. 


Journall Calvert 
& Outlaw and 
other’s 

Affidats. fo. 

79 & 80 of the 
Compa. Booke? 


That Port Nelson is above 200 Leagues | 
further from Canada then any of the 
Compas. other Factoryes & Forts within 
the said Bay & therefore the Lesse 
Occation given to the French to disturbe 
them. 


Vide the 
Mapps 


That for these 20 yeares past his Maties. Subjects have 
Traded to the said straights and Bay and have expended neare 
Two hundred Thousand pounds Sterling in erecting and 
makeing of Forts there, and settleing Factoryes and a trade 
within the Lymitts of their charter and were arrived toa very 
considerable Trade therein to the Honour and profhitt of his 
Maties. Kingdome the Encrease of his Custome and Shipping 
and never received the Least interruption therein till Anno 
1682. 


peceip. TO3y no. 

* See pp. 103-04. A. 1/9, “Att a Comittee the 27th Aprill 1687... Mr. 
Hayward reported that Sr. James Hayes had delivered him Mr. Radisson’s 
narrative and Captaine Benjamin Gillams Journall.”’ Gillam’s journal has not 
been found in the Company’s archives. 
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All which Sufficiently proves that his Maties. Subjects were 
actually possessed of all the said Bay and Streights long before 
the pretended possession taken by Grossilier and Radisson in 
Anno 1682 before which time the French doe not soe much as 


pretend to have Settled any part of Hudson’s Bay. 


That in the yeare 1682 One Monsr. De 
La Cheney and other Private Merchants 
of Canada did Sett out Shipps on which 
were the said Grosillier and Radisson and 
in a Piraticall manner entred the 
Companyes Factory at Port Nelson and 
did then burne their houses Seized on 
their Goods and Provissions & destroyed 
the said Compas. Factory there carrying 
away Mr. Bridgar and severall of his 
Maties. Subjects prisoners to Canada for 
wch. Injustice Satisfaction has been 
Demanded by formall processe against 
them as pirats at Canada as well as by 
Severall Complaints made by his late 
Maties. ministers in the Court of France 
but none could ever bee Obtained. 


That in Anno 1684 my Lord Preston 
did comunicate to my Lord Sunderland 
by Letter that 2 Gentln. well knowne to 
his Lordshipp had brought to him a 
proposition (which they assured would 
bee made good) that Radisson whoe had 
Conducted the action at Port Nelson 
should under the Pasport of the Compa. 
returne to Port Nelson & fetch from 
thence the French left there, & a tyme 
was proposed by them when the Company 
should receive Satisfaction for their 
Damages that Method being conceived 


1 See-p. 133. 


Proofes 


Vide the Compa. 
Booke fol. 1021 
of Monrs. De 
DarCheneys 6 
their 

expedition 

Vide Bridgars 
Narritive & his 
processe 
commenced at 


Quebeck &c.? 


Lad Viscot: 


Preston 


2'These documents have not been found in the Company’s archives. 
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the most Gentle way of Reconcileing that 
matter without engageing the Crownes 
therein. 


That in the yeare 1684 Radisson came 
for England and haveing first begged his 
late Maties. pardon and allsoe his present 
Maty’s applyed himselfe to the Compa., 
(whome formerly hee had served) and 
desired them to take him into their 
Service (which upon his promise of future 
faithfull Service) the company did and 
soon after sent him on their shipp for Port 
Nelson where hee found 8 of the French 
men hee had left there the yeare before 
in a Miserable Condicion and 
notwithstanding the Injury they had done 
the Company yett they were brought safe 
into England upon the Compas. Shipps 
& att the Companyes Charge whoe were 
soe farr from being made Prisoners that 
they were entirely at Liberty and 
Liberally provided for by the Compa. 
with Dyett money & clothes and this the 
French call Seizeing their Factory & 
carryeing the French Kings Subjects 
prisoners into England. 


But instead of makeing the Company 
Satisfaction for the said Damages the 
French in November 1684 by Comission 
from Monsr. De La Barr the French 
Governor of Canada enter the said Bay 
with 2 shipps and 50 men & proceeded 
to acertaine River there called Gargouse 
(neare Port Nelson) which River the 
Compa. had Settled a Factory & the 
French in an Hostile manner sett upon 
the Companyes Factoryes there. 
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Proofes 


1684 
Radison Begs 
King’s Pardon 


entertained 
by the 
Company 


Hostility’s by the 


French 


Vide Compas. 
Lre. and 
French 


Concession 


Ship taken by 
the French 
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3 Factorys S 
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And not onely soe but in their retorne 
for Canada about July 1685 meeting one 
of the Companyes shipps called the 
Perpetuana Merchant Edward Hume 
Mar. within the Straights mouth bound 
for the Bay with Goods and Provisions for 
the Releife of their Factoryes they tooke 
the shipp by force carryeing her Cargoe 
Mr. Seamen and 14 passengers Prisoners 
to Canada. 


And the said Company have lately 
received severall advices which gives 
them an accompt that the French from 
Canada did the Last Spring in a Piraticall 
manner take and Totally destroy Three 
of the said Companyes Forts and 
Factoryes in the Bottome of the Bay, and 
allsoe Three of their Shipps above 50000 
Beaver Skins togeather with a very great 
quantity of Stores provisions and 
Merchandizes Laid in for many yeares 
trade, and not onely soe but have most 
Barborously turned out to Sea in a Small 
Rotten Vessell above 50 of his Maties. 
Subjects whoe were in the Companyes 
Service to perish miserably besides those 
whome they have killed or taken 
Prisoners. 
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Proofes 
Vide Humes 
Affidt. in 
the Admiralty 
Vide Affidt. 
Richd. 


Smithsend annext 


to the peticion 
presented to his 
Matie. in 
February Last? 


Vide Severall 
Lrs. the 
Originalls 
whereof are 
annext to 
petition 
presented to 
his Matie. in 
February Last 


His Maties. Right to Hudson’s Bay and Territoryes 
thereunto belonging being thus deduced without any 
interruption or dispute untill the yeare 1682 is likewise 
Confirmed by Subsequent Treatyes and particularly by the 
treaty concluded betweene his Matie. and the Most Christian 
King of the 6th of Novembr. 1686 wherein it is Stipulated 
that both Kings shall have and retaine to themselves all the 


1 See p. 154, n. 2, and p. 214. 
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Dominion Rights and Preheminences in the American Seas 
Roades and waters in as full and ample manner as they then 
possessed the same. 

Which as it Certainely establishes and Confirmes a Right in 
his Maty. to those places in Hudson’s Bay & Streights whereof 
the English were then actually possessed soe does it likewise of 
those places which were lately seized by the merchants of 
France, which at the Signeing of the Treaty were understood 
by both partyes to bee in the possession of the Comission or 
authority of the most Christian King & therefore cannot bee 
Deemed a Rightfull possession of the French within the 
Genuine Intention of the Treaty. 

Lastly if any objection should bee made to the Facts & 
arguemts. herein sett forth to prove his Maties. Title to 
Hudson’s Bay and Territoryes thereunto belonging or if any 
right shall bee pretended by the French to those places, The 
Company of Adventurers most humbly pray that leave and 
opertunity may bee given them to make their reply not 
doubting to give his Matie. full Satisfaction therein. 
Presented to the Lds. Comissioners at Windsor the 22 May Exd. 
1687. 


A Deduction of the Damages sustained by the said Company 
are as Followes (vizt.) ! 

In the yeare 1682 One Monsr. De La Maing by 
Cheney and other private Merchants of oes 
Canada did sett out severall shipps and in a 
Piraticall manner entred the Companyes | /i. 

Factory att Port Nelson and Did then burne 25000 
their houses seize on their Goods & Provisions 
& absolutely destroyed the said Compas. 
Factory there Carrying away Mr. Bridgar the 


1 See pp. 270-72. Another unsigned copy in English is in P.R.O., C.O. 
134/1, p. 181. Copies in French, together with the French replies, are in A. 9/T, 
fos. 16-18d., A. 9/2, fos. 14~—17d., and in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 59-64, 
C.O. 135/1, pp. 70-5, and C.O. 135/2, pp. 29-34. 
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Compas. Governor and about 16 others of your 
Matyes. Subjects Prisoners to Canada besides 
the Compa. lost att the same tyme the shipp 
Prince Rupert Zachary Gilham Comander 
with her Cargo Provision’s Amonitions &c. 
and allsoe the Comander whoe with 5 men 
perished in the said Shipp besides 6 others of 
your Maties. Subjects by reason of that 
Invation were forced into the Woods where 
they perished all which upon a Modest 
Computation was to the Compas. Damage at 
Least 


1684 In the yeare 1684. The French by 
Comission from Monsr. De La Barr the then 
Governor of Canada with Two shipps & 50 
men entred the said Bay and proceeded to Port 
Nelson where they entred in an Hostile 
manner and built a Forte above the Compas. 
Forte & Factory there & by that meanes 
intercepted the Companyes Trade with the 
Indians that yeare to the Companyes Damage 
of att Least 
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s In July 1685 upon the retorne of those 

shipps to Canada they mett with One of the 
Companyes Shipps called the Perpetwana 
Merchant Edward Hume Mar. within the 
Straights mouth bound for Port Nelson with 
Goods & Provisions for the Releife and 
Carryeing on their Factoryes which Shipp the 
French tooke & carryed her with her Master 
Marriners & 14 Seamen prisoners to Quebeck 
in Canada to the Compas. Damages at Least 


5000 


And to the Damage of the Owners of the 
said Shipp by the Losse of their shipp and to 
the Master and Seamen for their wages clothes 
&c. in all to the Summe of 
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In the yeare 1686. The French of Canada 1636 
in a Piraticall manner did take & destroy three 
of the Companyes Forts and Factoryes at the 
Bottome of the Bay & allsoe Three of their 
shipps with very great Quantity of Stores 
Provisions and amunition Laid in for many 
yeares Trade and allsoe took from the Compa. + 50000 
above 50000 Beavor Skinns, the French did 
likewise most Inhumanly Turne out to Sea, 
(in a Small Rotten Vessell) above 50 of his 
Maties. Subjects, whome they killed or took 
Prisonners to the Compas. Damage upwards 


of 


Besides all this the French of Canada have 
for these 5 yeares past privately frequented & 
Traded within the Lymmitts of the Compas. 
Charter lurkeing about their Factoryes and + 20000 
intercepting their Trade with the natives to 
the Companyes Damage of at Least 10000 
Beavor Skins yearely which is Equivalent to 


The Totall whereof amounts to WRG 516.9. Baw 


1'The copy in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, p. 181, ends as follows: ‘“‘ Your Petrs. 
therefore must humbly Implore your maty. would bee gratiously pleased in the 
Treaty now on Foote between your Maty. and the French King positively to 
insist that full Satisfacon bee made to your Petrs. for all the said Injuryes and 
Damages and Entirely Restored to all theire said Forts and Factoryes And that 
for the future it may bee provided by the Treaty that the sole Trade of the said 
Straights and Bay with all the Lands and Terriotoryes Rivers and Islands in and 
about the Straights and Bay may bee Declared to bee in your Petitioners Exclusive 
of all others according to your Mats. Royall Charter and undoubted Right thereto 
And they shall pray &ca.” 
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The English Title to Hudson’s Bay as it was Delivered to the 
French Comissioners } 

The Northerne parts of America in which is the Bay of 
Hudson was discovered about the yeare 1497 by Sr. Sebastian 
Cabott by vertue of a comission from King Henry the Seaventh. 

In the yeare 1610 Henry Hudson subject of his Matie. 
Sayled into the Streights and into the Bay of Hudson & took 
possession thereof & gave names to divers places within the 
said Bay & Straights by which they have been allway’s called 
& knowne since that tyme aswell by the Mapps printed in 
Forreigne parts as in England. 

In the yeare 1612 Sr. Tho. Button Englishman made a 
Voyage into the Streights and into the said Bay and tooke 
possession of Divers places and particulerly of the River of 
Port Nelson and of the Lands thereabouts in the name of 
King James the First and named the said River and the Port 
where hee and his Shipps Compa. wintred Port Nelson from 
the name of the Capta. of his Vessell whoe was called Nelson. 

In the year 1631 Capta. Luke Fox made a Voyage to 
Hudson’s Bay by order of King Charles the First & amongst 
divers places of the said Bay where hee entred, hee went into 
the River of Port Nelson, and finding there a Crosse which 
had been put up there by Sr. Thomas Button hee sett it up 
againe & renewed the Inscription declareing the right and 
possession wch. his Matie. had thereunto and thereupon 
named the adjacent countreys to this River New North Wales. 

In 1667 Zachary Gilham Englishman, made another Voyage 
into this Bay and entred into a River at the Bottome of the said 
Bay & named the River Rupert in Honour to his Highnesse 
Prince Rupert, whoe was the cheife of the Interessed in that 


1 Copies in French entitled “‘ Les Droits de Sa Majesté Sur la Baye de Hudson ” 
are in A. 9/1, fos. 7-8d., and A. 9/2, fos. 6-7d., and translations, (but not word 
for word as above), entitled “‘ His Majesties Right to Hudsons Bay ” are on fos. 
8d.—1od. and 7d.-9, respectively. Rough copies in French are in C.O. 134/1, 
pp- 73-8, and 175-8, and a rough copy in English is in C.O. 134/1, pp. 79-86. 
Other French copies followed by English translations are in C.O. 135/1, pp. §3- 
61, and C.O. 135/2, fos. 11-18. See also C.O. 134/1, pp. 49-57, which is a 
copy in French with the French answers in French side by side. See p. 272, 
iat 
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Expedition, the said Guilham built allsoe there a Forte which 
hee named Charles Forte in Honour to the Deceased King, and 
have taken possession of the said River and of the Lands 
adjacent and there established a Trade and Good 
Correspondence with the Natives. 

In 1669 Capt. Newland entred into Port Nelson & Declared 
the Title and right of his Matie. to this River and the Country’s 
adjacent by Fixing up his Maties. Armes as a Marke of his 
Soveraignty over the said Places. 

In 1670 The late King Granted a Charter to the said 
interessed and incorporated them into a Compa. giveing them 
power and Priviledge to Trade (with Prohibition to all others) 
in the said Bay, Streights, Countrys Rivers and Islands wch. 
are aswell within as about the Bay & Streights. 

In 1672. The Compa. sent Charles Bayley in Quality of 
Governor of their Factoryes settled in the said Bay with whome 
the seiur de Fontenat Governor of Canada entertained a Good 
Correspondence, never Complaineing of any Damage or Injury 
done by the said Compa. or their Agents either in Settleing 
their Trade or building of Forts att the Bottome of the Bay 
And in 1673 the said Bayley Sent a Shipp called the Ymploy 
to Port Nelson to Trade there and Settle there as did allsoe 
Capt. Draper in 1680 whoe sent thither a Vessel] called the 
Albemarle. 

In 1682 the Agents and Factors of the Company built a 
Fort & endeavoured to Settle a Factory at Port Nelson when 
they were molested the First time by the French, 
notwithstanding a Settlemt. & continueall possession of 
Twenty yeares dureing which time the interessed have 
expended 200000 /j. Sterling aswell to built Forts as to settle 
their Factoryes. 

The Right of his Matie. to Hudson’s Bay & Country’s 
adjacent haveing been thus kept without interruption or 
Contestation whatsoever untill the year 1682 And it hath 
allsoe been confirmed by the Treaty Concluded betweene his 
Matie. & the Most Christian King the o6th day of November 
1686 by which it is stipulated that the Two Kings shall have 
& enjoy all the Dominions Rights & preheminences in the Seas 


1682 


1682 
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Straights & other waters in America in like manner soe Amply 
& largely as they then Enjoyed it and as it is Settled & 
Confirmed the Right of his Matie. upon the places which were 
in the Bay and in the Streights of Hudson, soe likewise it 
settles and confirmes them in those, which the French 
Merchants have lately Seized upon, Which places at the 
Signeing of the Treaty were reputed by both partyes to bee in 
the possession of the Subjects of his Matie., The said Seizure 
haveing been made without opposition in tyme of peace & 
consequently cannot bee esteemed a Just & Lawfull possession 
according to the true intention of the Treaty.? 


The Companyes Damages Susteyned by the French in 
Hudson’s Bay.? 

In the yeare 1682 One Monsr. De La 
Cheney and other Private Merchants of 
Canada Did Sett out Severall Shipps and in a 
Piraticall manner Entred the Compa. Factory 
at Port Nelson & did burne their houses Seize 
on their Goods & Provisions and absolutely jj 
destroyed the said Compas. Factory there: & 4 
Carrying away Mr. Bridgar the Compas. 
C >vernor and about 16 others of your Maties. 
Subjects Prisoners to Canada besides the 
Compa. Lost at the same time the shipp Prince 
Rupert Zachary Gilham Comander with her 


Cargo of Provisions Amunition &c. and allsoe 


2 5000 


1 The English copies in A. 9/1, A. 9/2, P-R.O., C.O. 135/1, pp. 57-61, and 
C.O. 135/2, pp. 14-18, contain the following final paragraph : “ Lastly if any 
objection should be made to the Facts and Arguments herein set forth to prove 
his Mat’s. title to Hudsons Bay & Territories thereunto belonging or if any Right 
shall be pretended by the French to those Places, the Compa. of adventurers most 
humbly pray that leave and opportunity may be given them to make their reply, 


not doubting to give his Majesty full satisfaction therein.” (Quoted from 
P.R.O., C.O. 135/1, pp. 57-61.) This paragraph is cancelled in C.O. 134/1, 
pp. 79-86. 


2 See p. 265, n. I, and p. 267, n. I. 
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the Comander whoe with § men perished in 
the said Shipp besides 6 others of your Maties. 
Subjects by reason of that Invasion were 
forced into the Woods where they Perished all 
which upon a modest Computacion was to the 
Compas. Damage at Least 


In the yeare 1684. The French by 
Commission from Monsr. De La Barr, the 
then Governor of Canada with Two shipps & 
50 men entred the said Bay & proceeded to 
Port Nelson where they entred in an hostile 
manner and built a Fort above the Compas. 
Forte and Factory there & by that meanes 
intercepted the Compas. Trade with the 
Indians that yeare to the Compas. Damage of 
at Least 


In July 1685 upon the Retorne of those 
Shipps to Canada they mett with One of the 
Compas. Shipps called the Perpetuana 
Merchant Edward Hume Mar. within the 
streights mouth bound for Port Nelson with 
Goods & Provisions for the Releife and 
Carryeing on their Factorys which shipp the 
French Yooke and Carryed her with her 
Mastr. Marriners and Fourteene passengers 
Prisoners to Quebeck in Canada to the 
Compas. Damage at Least 


And to the Damage of the Owners of the 
said shipp by the Losse of their shipp and 
Freight and to the Mr. & Seamen for their 


wages clothes and in all the summe of 


In the yeare 1686 the French of Canada in 
a Piraticall manner did take and destroy three 
of the Compas. Forts & Factoryes at the 
Bottome of the Bay and allsoe three of their 
shipps with very great Quantityes of stores 
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1685 
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Provisions and Amunition Laid in for many 

yeares Trade and allsoe tooke from the Compa. 

above 50000 Beaver skins the French did 

likewise most inhumanly turne out to Sea (in 

a Small Rotten Vessell) about 50 of your f 50000 
maties. Subjects to Perish miserably in the 

Sea, besides severall others of your Mattes. 

Subjects whome they killed or tooke Prisoners 

to the Compas. Damage Upwards of 


Besides all this the French of Canada have 
for these 5 yeares past privately frequented & 
traded within the Lymmitts of the Compas. 
Charter Lurkeing about their Factoryes & ; 20000 
intercepting their Trade with the Natives to 
the Compas. Damage of at Least 10000 
Beavor Skins yearely which is Equivalent to 


The Totall whereof amounts to BO Oe patery 


The French Answere to the English Title to Hudson’s Bay 4 
The Country which is called in all the Old Mapps the 


Coast of Laborador was soe called by the Spaniards whoe made 
the Discovery there of a Long time before the English had 
been there. 

One may perceive by the Journalls that the sd. Sebastian 
Cabott came not thither but occationally as did the other 
Navigators in Searching for a passage on the West side to the 


1 Copies of the “ French Answere” in French, with “ Les Droits de Sa 
Majesté ...” in French (see p. 268, n. 1) entered by the side of each answer, are 
in A. 9/1, fos. 1od.—15d., and A. 9/2, fos. gd.—14d. Another similar copy in 
French is in P.R.O., C.O. 135/2, pp. 18-28, and another copy, endorsed June 5, 
1687, is in C.O. 134/1, pp. 87-98. See also C.O. 134/1, pp. 49-57, for a copy 
in French of the English rights with the French reply in French entered by the 
side. See p. 268, n. 1. A copy of the “ French Answere ” in French is in 


C.O. 135/1, pp. 61-9. 
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Indies, these are Facts knowne to all navigators that the French 
have been there divers times but it was never beleived that 
these Voyages could give a Title. 

Henry Hudson might have sailed into the Streights of the 
Bay on the north of Canada as diverse others have done but it 
is certaine that hee tooke not possession thereof, there being 
noe act that makes mention of it nor any Signes of a Settlemt. 
made by the English. 

The Right which they would take from the Moderne Mapps 
is without any Foundation those things haveing not been done 
by order nor by the adherence of the Sovareignes, those which 
Composed them seekeing onely Novelty, thereby to gett the 
better Saile & take the Last accompts they find without 
informeing themselves from whence they come. 

If one would admitt these sorts of Profes the French will 
make appeare by Divers priviledged Relations printed at 
London, that all the Country’s in Question, did belong to them 
before the English knew them, and this alone would end the 
Contest but it seemes to bee more Convenient that the 
foundation of the Right of both Nations bee knowne by 
examineing the Titles that shall be produced by the Two 
Compas. in Trade, those of the French Compa. are as 
Followeth. 

The French enjoyed at that time all these Lands and 
will Prove by the Reports of M. Champlaine that hee tooke 
possession thereof and of those which are 500 Leagues 
beyond the Country of the Iroquois and the River of Jaquenay 
and there made Settlemts. wch. have been Continued. 

Whereas by what is said said in the Paragraph on the side 
hereof it appeares that after the Voyage of Sr. Thomas Button 
in 1612 the English returned not thither but in 1631 wch. 
proves that they had never been in that Country to make 
Settlemts. there, but onely Occationally as hath been said 
before to Seeke a passage upon the West Cost for the Indies. 

As to the Place called Nelson they may have Rode there 
Occationally but there never was any markes of a settlemt. 
there till the yeare 1682 when they came there after the French 
had built there a Forte upon the River of Bourbon, and for a 


S 
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certaine Signe that they had made noe Settlemt. there nor that 
they had any Designe to settle there at that time is that they 
had not power from their Prince to doe it untill the yeare 1670. 
By patent from King Charles the Second. 

This Crosse could not bee put up but by the French & tis 
an Infallible proofe that they have been the First possessors of 
these Lands. 

The Name of New North Wales given to this Country in 
1631 proves nothing against the First possession of the French, 
which was since the yeare 1540 besides this place can have noe 
Relation with Nelson being about 400 Leagues Distant. 

Wee agree that in that time the English entred into a River 
which they called Rupert where afterwards they built a Forte 
but that Countrey was soe little knowne to them that they were 
forced to take the Directions of Des Grossileir and Radisson 
French Inhabitants of Canada the First tyme they Left they 
French Compa. which they served. 

It cannot bee likewise true that the Trechery of those Two 
men can serve for Title against the French Compa. whoe made 
complaints thereof at that time and have Continued Since to 
Demand Justice for this Usurpation, the affaires which 
happened in Europe soon after made the Prosecution hereof 
neglected yett the French Compa. have never given it over. 

The French knew not of this takeing of possession wch. 
could Signifye nothing Supposeing it to bee true for that the 
French were the First Occupants founded upon a title and that 
there was noe warr betweene the Two Kings besides the Treaty 
of Breda made in 1667 maintaines them in their antient Rights. 

This Grant made Since the Treaty of Breda wch. ymports 
that the Subjects of the Two Crownes should remaine in 
possession of the Lands which they possessed the first of 
January 1665 cannot take place against the Right of the First 
Occupants wch. the French have by a Precedent Title. 

The negotiation that was at that tyme between the Two 
Kings for a Generall Treaty of Trade, in wch. this affaire was 
to bee comprized occationed that order was given to Monsr. 
De Fontenac not to undertake any thing against the English 
in that settlemt. untill new order. 
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{t hath been allready said here above that the French built 
a Fort neare the place called Nelson upon the River of Bourbon 
and that the English came not thither till after them, their first 
right and that of the Settlemt. which they had then made there, 
Obliged them to Repulse the English whoe came thither to 
molest them and the French Compa. doe allwayes insist to have 
Satisfaction for the takeing of that Fort and for all their Effects 
hindered in 1683 by the Trechery of Radisson.! 

The Treaty Concluded in the month of November 1686 
would bee more Favourable to the French then English if 
Literally explained but it seemes that the Two Kings being 
agreed fully to Decide the matter by the Deeds and Titles that 
shall be produced by the Two Compas. of Trade there is at 
present nothing else to doe but to examine those Titles and 
upon Cognizance of the Cause to Render Justice to whome it 
may belong. 

1, The French Company of the Bay on the North of Canada 
produce First a Commission in Forme of an Edict from 
King Francis the First granted in the yeare 1540 to Mr. 


* Jusserand, Recueil des Instructions, pp. 352, 359, ““ Mémoire du Roi pour 
servir d’instruction aux Srs. de Barillon et de Bonrepaus ”, May 5 (French style), 
1687, “... Lesdits Srs commissaires renouvelleront pareillement la plainte qui 
a été faite ci-devant au sujet de la prise du fort de Nelson... Mais comme ces 
trois postes qui sont au fond de la baie ne suffissent point pour faire la traite des 
pelleteries avec avantage, A cause que les chemins par terre sont forts longs et 
difficiles, et qu’il est trés-périlleux de les faire par mer, lesdits Srs commissaires 
insisteront non seulement pour maintenir la compagnie frangaise dans la possession 
desdits postes, mais méme pour lui faire restituer celui de Nelson qui, beaucoup 
plus considérable, tant pour la facilité de la navigation que pour les desseins 
qu’on peut avoir de découvrir (en remontant la riviére de Bourbon) une infinité de 
nations qui ne sont pas encore bien connues et de les instruire dans la véritable 
religion. .. On peut aussi, par la méme riviére, trouver, dans la suite, le passage 
de la mer Pacifique, et toujours empécher, par les terres du cdté du lac des 
Aliminipigens, le passage des sauvages qui vont au fond de la baie. Enfin le port 
de Nelson doit étre considéré comme le plus important poste que la compagnie 
francaise puisse occuper dans le nord du Canada, et sans lequel il lui est impossible 
de se maintenir, tant 4 cause des grandes avances dans lesquelles elle se trouve par 
les batiments qu’elle a fait construire et les envois des diverses marchandises, 
qu’a cause des pertes qu’elle a souffertes. Ainsi lesdits Srs commissaires doivent 
faire tous leurs efforts pour l’y rétablir et demander la propriété entiére de toutes 
les terres, cétes, riviéres et ports de la dite baie du Nord. . .” 
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De Robervall to take possession of all the Lands which 
the said King had Caused to bee Discovered in the yeare 
1523 by One Verazzano a Florentine and by John Cartier 
of St. Malo in 1534 & 1535 in which Comission the 
Bay on the North of Canada Since called Hudson is 
included. 


2. Letters Patents from King Henry the Greate of the yeare 


1598 by which the Marquis de La Roche Costenmeal was 
nominated his Leiuetenant in the Country of Canada, 
Hochelago, Newfound Land Laborador River of the 
Great Bay, River of Norumbega, and Land adjoyneing to 
the said Places Provinces and Rivers, these Letters Patents 
in the Forme of Commission were Registered in the 
Parliamt. of Rouen, & import in expresse Terms that the 
said Lands at the same time were not Inhabited by any 
christian Princes Subjects. 


3. The Transactions of a Society of Merchants Established 


under the name of M. De Caen whoe actually Traded 
there till 162 7: 


4. The Letters Patents of King Louis the 13th beareing 


Date the 29th of Aprill 1627 whereby a New Compa. 
were Erected to whome hee granted all the Country of 
Canada all along the Coasts from Florida which the Kings 
his Predecessors have caused to bee Inhabited, Ranging 
upon the Sea Coast even to the Articke Circle for Latitude 
and for Longitude from the Island of Newfound Land 
Westward even to the Great Lake called the Fresh water 
sea, and beyond it as allsoe the within Countryes and 
extent of the Rivers that passed thereto and Discharge in 
the River of St. Lawrence, and to the other Rivers which 
Lead to the Sea in which space of Land 1s Comprized 
without Difficulty the Bay of North Canada called by the 
English Hudson. 


5. An Act Drawne from the Registers of the Soveraigne 


Councell of Quebeck dated the 26th Aprill 1656 Signed 
by Penurett Secretary to the said Councell by which it 1s 
proved that John Bourdon Comanding a Vessell of the 
said Company run along all the Coast of North Canada 


MAES, 
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entred and made new Acts of takeing possession of the 
said Bay. 


. The Certificates from the Monsr. De La Valliere Officer 


and of Father Dablon Missionary wch. prove that in the 
yeare 1661 the Indians from the Bay of the North of 
Canada came expressely to Quebeck to Confirme that 
they would Continue to live under the Dominion of the 
French and to desire a Missionary the said Father Dablon 
was sent thither by Land accompanyed by the said Mr. 
De La Valliere & 5 Souldiers. 


. A Commission from Monsr. De Vaugour then Governor 


of New France Dated roth of May 1663 containeing an 
order and permission to Monsr. Couture to Transport 
himselfe with 5 men to the Bottome of the Bay on the 
North of Canada pursuant to the Desire of the Indians 
whoe were come back to Quebeck to Demand Succor 
from them to Conduct & assist them in their affaires to 
which Commission is annexed a Certificate from the said 
Mr. Couture that hee made that Voyage in the yeare 1663 
and Caused a New Crosse to bee affixed on the Lands at 
the Bottome of the Bay, and the Kings Armes Ingraven 
upon Copper fixed betweene two peeces of Lead at the 
Bottome of a Greate Tree. 


the Report of “Mr. De La Cheney of the takeing 


possession as aforesaid. 


. His Maties. Letters Patents by which hee United to the 


Crowne the Propriety of the said Land in the Grant to the 
said Compa. 


. Other Letters Pattents from the King in the yeare 1664 


by which his Matie. haveing established a New West 
India Compa., granting them New France in the same 
Extents as Lewis the 13° had granted to the Compa. that 
was Established 1627. 

The Report made in the yeare 1671 by Mr. De St. Lusson 
Sent by order of the King to St. Maris Du Sault to the 
Ontaones, where assembled all the Nations for above 100 
Leagues round about to the number of 17 whoe freely 
submitted themselves under the Dominion of his Matie. 
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the said Mr. De. St. Lusson thereupon fixed up the Crosse 
& putt up his Maties. Armes, these Seaventeene Nations 
Comprehend all those of the Ontaones and of all the Lake 
of Huran those of the Lake Superior and all the Lands on 
the North and of the Bay of Hudson, those of the Bay Des 
Puans, and of the Lake of the Ilinois as it is amply proved 
by the said Report, that possession was taken. 


The Answere of the French to the Damages Susteyned by the 
English.t 

The French Compa. of Canada doe maintaine & will Prove 
that the English have not had either Settlemt. or Factory in 
Port Nelson before the yeare 1682. 

This is what they Justifye to be true and may serve for 
Answere to what is here on the side. 

In the yeare 1682 the said French Compa. fitted out Two 
Vessells at Quebeck in which went Radisson and Des Grossieleir 
whoe had Obtained their Pardon in France for the Trechery 
they had Committed in the yeare 1667. by Introduceing the 
English to the River which they called Rupert and other 
neighbouring places in the Bay on the North of Canada. 

The Two Vessells being arriveing in the said Bay went to 
the River called Bourbon where they had before by Land 
settled a Trade with the Indians thereabouts, by whome they 
were well Received there & facillitated the building a Forte and 
of a Storehouse which they there settled to begin their Trade 
with the said Indians. 

Three dayes after this Settlemt. there put in there a Small 
Vessell from Boston manned with Tenne men, which the 
French Received as Freinds, and Four Dayes afterwards there 


1 Copies in French are in A. 9/1, fos. 16-18d., and A. 9/2, fos. 14d.—17d. 
“The Companyes Damages Susteyned...” (see pp. 265-70) in French is 
entered by the side of the French answers. A similar copy, dated June 5, 1687, 
is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 65-72. Other copies, undated, are in C.O. 135/1, 
pp. 70-5, and C.O. 135/2, pp. 29-34. A copy of the English damages in French 
with the French reply in French entered by the side is in C.O. 134/1, pp. 59-63. 
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appeared at the mouth of the River a Great Vessell from 
London of whom the English of the Boston Vessell were 
afraid, for that they had noe Commission as they have Since 
Confessed, the Capta. of the said London Shipp said hee was 
come to settle there, whereupon the French Represented to 
them their Antient Right to those Lands, besides which they 
found themselves the First Occupants there. 

Dureing this Contest the Ice Driven by the Tide Cut the 
Cables of the said English shipp setting her floate towards the 
maine where she was shippwrackt, the shipps Compa. haveing 
saved themselves ashore in their Boates desired succor from 
the French, whoe granted it them as likewise a Vessell and 
Provisions to retire where they pleased to goe, a Parcell of 
French that were in the said Fort in the River of Bourbon after 
they had left the needfull People to keepe their Post, and to 
Continue their Trade with the Indians returned to Quebeck 
with the Boston Vessell and her Compa. wch. the Governor 
of New France caused to bee sett Free alltho she was without 
Comission and Consequently subject to Confiscation. 

The Lords Commissioners by the above matters may Judge 
of which diverse English men will Render Testimony, whoe 
know the affaire whether the Compa. of Hudson’s Bay are well 
grounded in the Pretended Damages weh. they alledge to have 
suffered in this Occation. 

It hath been allready answered to this Complaint that the 
French did not Undertake any thing against the English in 
1682 And those Two Vessells haveing found the English 
settled by Radisson did not medle with there Forte nor 
habitations allthough they possessed them against all manner 
of Justice and Reason contenting themselves to enter into a 
Small Forte called La Gargouse halfe a League from thence 
where they were Obliged to Winter & returned afterwards to 
Quebeck. 

This Vessell could not be taken by the French whoe on the 
contrary Demand the Restitution of the Tackle Powder & 
amunition taken away from a French Vessell. 

The French Compa. of Canada doe agree that not being 
able to obtaine right in England nor in France from my Lord 
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Preston for the Seizure made in the yeare 1683 of their Fort 
Storehouse and Goods in the River of Bourbon, the Said Lord 
Preston haveing told their agent that this affaire did not 
concerne the King his Master it being onely merchants Interest 
they Resolved in the month of June 1686 haveing not Vessells 
Sufficient to retake their Forte at the River of Bourbon to Send 
Ninety men by Land to the Forts called Rupert Mouseebee & 
Chichicouan of which they have made themselves Masters 
and carryed away the Goods which they found there for 
Repriseall of what the Hudson’s Bay Compa. have tooke from 
them in the said Fort of the River of Bourbon in 1683. 

And as to the Losses and Damages suffered on either Side 
they Freely Consent the same be adjusted & Liquidated by 
the Comrs. named by the Two Kings. 

It were to bee wished for the Profitt of both Compas. that 
their Agents should remaine each in their Posts to make their 
Trade without Traverseing each other this Proceeding being 
onely for the advantage of the Indians whoe by this Disagreemt. 
Sell their Furrs Dearer to them. 

His Most Christian Matie. hath last of all given his order 
to Prevent the Incurtions of those which wee call Woodrovers 
or People without Tolleration, which cause these Disorders 
when his Matie. of Great Brittaine shall have given the like on 
his Part the Trade of the Two Compas. will goe on much 
better. 


The English Reply to the French Answere? 
Reply to the Answere given by the French Commissioners 
to the particulars of the King of Englands Right to the 
Bay & Streights of Hudson, and of the Dammages that 


1 Other English versions differing slightly in form but not in substance, are in 
A. 9/1, fos. 18d.-21d., A. 9/2, fos. 17d.-20d., P.R.O., C.O. 135/1, pp. 75-82, 
and C.O. 135/2, pp. 34-40. A rough draft in English is in C.O. 134/1, pp. 
111-19, and a rough French translation is on pp. 99-107. Other French 
versions are in A. g/t, fos. 22—25d., A. 9/2, fos. 21-4, P.R.O., C.O. 135/1, pp. 
83-go and C.O. 135/2, pp. 41-8. 
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his Maties. Subjects have Suffered by the Vyolences of 
the French togeather with the Answere to the Titles 
produced for the Justification of the Frenches Right to 
the same Country and Streights. 

Sr. Sebastian Cabott did not Discover this Part of America 
in Question accidentally but by expresse order from King 
Henry 7° as Great Pilott of England, it would bee easy to 
Justifye this Discovery & the takeing possession thereof before 
the Spaniards putt foote a shore in that Country. If they 
should think good to Dispute their right which they have never 
undertooke to doe to the prejudice of his Maties. Titles. 

It is not necessary to Prove Settlemts. made by the said Sr. 
Sebastion Cabott or by Hudson in Regard the French never 
begun to make any there untill the yeare 1682. above 12 yeares 
after that the English had built Divers Forts & settled Factoryes 
under the sheild and Particuler Protection of his Matie. as 
their Governor. It is not pretended that the Mapps doe settle 
a Certaine Right, but the names which they Generally give to 
Country’s are Conveinceing marks of the Propriety. 

It would bee very strange that if for some yeares they had 
thoughts to Forme Pretensions to this Collony they would 
Suffer Mapps to bee printed at Paris Dedicated to the Dauphin 
of France priviledged likewise by his most Christian Matie. 
wherein noe other names but English are seen to all this Part 
of America. 

It hath been allready said that the French have never made 
any manifest settlemt. in the Bay & streights of Hudson before 
that which they made by force of Armes in the yeare 1682. 

If Capt. Henry Hudson in 1610 Sr. Thomas Button in 1612 
and Capt. Luke Fox in 1631 made Remarkable Voyages into 
that Country and Streights by expresse order from their 
Soveraignes it ought not to bee concluded that they made noe 
other by private Persons, each of them not onely tooke 
possession thereof, but remained there some time, where they 
left the usuall Marks of their Masters Soveraignty besides the 
names which have not been since altered, It is not necessary that 
there should have been at that time others soe Considerable 
Navigators to maintaine the Right of his Matie. which other 
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nations have not disputed. As to the Crosse Fixed & sett up 
againe by the English Captaines the truth hereof is 
undisputable, & that this fixed of the Crosse hath been 
practised by the English in all Kings Reignes as the Publick 
acts of all tymes doe Testifye on the like Occations and never 
before had any usurpation been made upon the possession 
taken whereof Crosses have been the Certaine Marks. 

The name of North Wales which Sr. Thomas Button gave 
to the neighbouring Country’s after that hee had taken formall 
possession of the Bay & Streights of Hudson doth sufficiently 
Justifye his Maties. Right to the adjacent Country’s, and leaves 
noe ground to other nations to make their Pretensions not soe 
much as beyond the place of his Maties. possession. The 
expedition which was made in the yeare 1667 is alone sufficient 
to settle the Right of the English and the same is not Lesse 
Lawfull or Valid by the Service which they had from Grossilier 
& Radisson, whoe are Called Frenchmen, Can the Venetians 
Pretend to the English collonyes because Cabott made the 
Discovery thereof? and can the Genoesses call Spaine to an 
accompt for their possession in the Indies because Columbus 
was a Native of their Country there are very few Expeditions 
nor Voyages nor Conquests where there are not some mixtures 
of Forreigne Nations. It Sufficeth that these persons were 
not forced but Received upon Wages into the Service of the 
English Nation. 

Moreover it hath been made appeare that the French never 
had any Right to the Country’s in Question soe that the Treaty 
of Breda makes nothing for them & Justifyes onely the Right 
of his Matie. 

Soe that these Rights being soe well settled to the Bay & 
streights of Hudson’s it is not necessary to enter into the Proofe 
of his Maties. Titles to the Rivers Costs & Ports of Nelson, 
which is but a member and Small parcell Scituate within the 
Lymitts of his Maties. Dominions under the name aforesaid, 
It is not likewise necessary to repeate that in the yeare 1612 
Capt. Nellson being there present & Dwelling there even to 
his Death, hee there left his name, & that the French did Never 
enter into this River & Port untill the yeare 1682 when they 
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began to build a little Forte there upon the Rivers of his Maties. 
Subjects after that by extraordinary Violences they had 
Occationed to the English Nation Considerable Losses & 
Damages, It is Granted that two French Vessells in the yeare 
1682 came to the West Coast of Hudson’s Bay named by the 
Indians Ka Kia Kioway the name Bourbon being but then 
given at that very time, But Wee can allsoe prove by authentick 
Testimonyes, that these Vessells arrived after the Boston 
Vessell comanded by Young Gilham a Subject of his Maties. 
whoe had noe neede of a Commission to make good his Maties. 
Right & alltho hee did not belong to the English Compa. yett 
hee was allwayes under the Royall Protection of England and 
as a Subject of that Crowne could establishe the same Right 
for his Nation as the Two French Vessells pretend to doe for 
theirs. 

This new takeing of possession upon which it is not necessary 
to Establish his Maties. Right was yett few dayes after Seconded 
by the Arriveall of another shipp from London comanded by 
Gilham the Father, when Mr. Bridgar Governor for the English 
compa. Declared to the French the Titles of his Maties. and the 
Priviledges of the Compa. to Trade in.the said Country. 

Notwithstanding all which these New Commers overcame 
either by force or Surprize the Two Capts. Father and Sonne 
and Ruined or tooke the Two Vessells with all that was in 
them, alltho in time of Peace and within the Dominions of the 
Crowne of England which had never been before Disputed 
even in times of Warr. 

It is Confessed that the Kings Letters Patents to the English 
Compa. cannot alone forme a Right but the Settlemt. of a 
Compa. priviledged for a Trade soe Considerable and the 
actuall Commerce which the said Compa. hath held with the 
Natives of the Countrey in Pursuance of that Grant the Forts 
which they have built in Divers places & the Factory’s which 
they have maintained soe long time and at soe great expences 
doe very well make out that his Matie. is founded upon his 
Antient Right, which hee had neverthelesse Confirmed by this 
Last possession & continuall Trade of his Subjects under the 
favour of his Royall authority. 
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The English Compa. conceive that they are not accomptable 
to the French for the Damages they Sustained in the yeare 1683 
for that they onely acted in that Affaire against the Intrusions 
of the French in pursuance of the Powers & Priviledges given 
by the King for the Trade of all those Country’s. 

It is not much materiall to his Maties. Interest whether 
Reference bee made either to the late Treaty or to his Antient 
& First Right, the Contestation & proceedings whereof in 
matter of Fact and in time of Peace, and under the shadow of 
Treaty & good Correspondency doe appeare very extraordinary, 
& may produce very Dangerous Effects. 


The English Answere to the French Titles. 

For Answere to the Titles Produced by the French 
Comissioners Wee say that the Comission of King Francis 
the First is of noe Walue in reference to the Country’s in 
Question there haveing been noe actuall possession taken, & 
likewise all the other mentioned Letters Patents can noe wayes 
Operate to the Prejudice of his Matie. for that One cannot 
prevent any other prince to give to his Governors Agents & 
Companyes such Titles as hee pleaseth, those which King 
Henry the Great & Louis the 13th have given to their’s doe 
Comprehend all that the Crowne of England hath possessed 
and Doth possesse in the Firme Land of America, and Divers 
great Islands which cannot neverthelesse Diminish the Right 
of his Matie. & if the Lords Comissionrs. should insist upon 
Titles of this nature there would bee noe Security for his 
Maties. Subjects in America And those of Carolina Pensilvania 
& others Country’s Possessed by the Subjects of England 
Since the Treaty of Breda will bee allwayes in Feare that the 
French might Surprize them if they found it Convenient after 
which it would not bee Difficult to pretend ymaginary 
Discovery’s and even to prove that 5 or 6 French had passed 
that way & had made some Contract with the Indians sometime 
before, It is much more Just to build upon the actuall 
Discovery’s and upon the takeing of possession of which all 
the world are agreed and of which there hath been a 
Continueance dureing a long time is too Clearely true by the 
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very Violence of the French in what they have acted in the 
yeare 1682 & 1686. 

As to the Losses Suffered by the Subjects of France the 
English Compa. maintaine they are not obliged to make them 
any Satisfaction after soe manifest an Invasion. 

It shall not bee the fault of the Hudsons Bay Compa. if their 
Agents and those of the Compa. of Canada doe not keepe each 
of their Posts one Pretending noe other then to the Trade of 
the Bay & Streights aforesaid Provided the other doe not 
pretend on their side to more then that of Canada, and that the 
Forts Habitations Factoryes & Settlemts. of the said English 
Compa. bee restored & their Lymitts settled pursuant to the 
First Discovery & the First Occupancy, the prosecution & 
Lawfull marke of Soveraignty & the Continuall possession of 
above 12 yeares togeather of the said settlemts. before the 
French had thoughts to molest or trouble the Trade of the 
English in the Lymmitts of the said Compa. For otherwise 
how can the Subjects of England trust toa Treaty of Newtrallity 
in case of Rupture, if even in time of Peace they find themselves 
Deprived of their Possessions & Estates without an entire 
Repairation and Satisfaction such as soe Vyolent & unjust 
proceedings doe require. 


Second Memoriall of the French Compa. in Answere to the 
Reply made by the English Compa.! 

Tm Lhe) Brench: (Compa. of Canada doe not pretend to 
Fstablish their Right to the Coasts & Bay of Hudson by 
Simple Citations and Grants of their Kings as the English 
Compa. Presupposes on the Contrary they will make use onely 
of authentick Titles, & of acts which Justifye the takeing 
possession of the Lands building of Forts & magazeenes & 
the Effective Establishmts. of Compas. which have Continued 
in actuall Commerce there. 

‘ French versions are in A. 9/1, fos. 26-30d., and in A. 9/2, fos. 24d.-28d. 


Copies in French are also in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 121-38, C.O. 135/1, pp. 
g1—100, and C.O. 135/2, pp. 49-58. 
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2. Tis by such Proofes as these that ’tis designed to destroy 
the suggestions of the English Compa. which sayes that before 
the yeare 1682 the French had noe manner of Establismt. 
upon the Coasts & Bay of Hudson. 

3. The Commissioners may examine as they are desired to 
doe what is hereafter produced by the French Compa. upon 
the Carts & peeces Mapps & Drafts in Due forme. 

4. To speake noe more of the Antient Titles which have 
been already cited they Rely on the Establishmt. of the French 
Compa. in the yeare 1627 which had been proceeded by others 
it was authorized by a Declaration in forme of a Proclamation 
(Edict) of Louis the 13th which granted the Fort & habitation 
of Quebeck with all the Country of New France called Canada 
as farr as the Articke Pole for Lattitude & for Longitude from 
the Isle of Newfound Land towards the West as farr as the 
Lake called La Mor Douce, and further the Land all along 
the River of St. Lawrence to the Falling of that River into the 
pea, 

5. And as to what the English say that this Grant 
Comprehends all the North part of America and that by this 
meanes the French might clayme a Right to Carolina 
Pensilvania and other Countryes which the English Inhabite, 
Tis Answered that these Lands being left them by the Treaty 
in 1632! The French Pretend not to them noe more then the 
English can Legally Lay any Clayme to Canada and the other 
Country’s to the North which the French Occupyed or had 
taken possession of before the said Treaty. 

Tis well knowne that Collony’s cannot bee wholly established 
but by time & the Care & paines of those whoe have the 
mannagemt. of it. 

The French Compa. being to Establish Missionary’s to 
Instruct the Savages in the True Xian. Religion & Forts & 
Factoryes for Tradeing did accordingly send _ the said 
Missionaryes with Agents unto the places within the Extent 
of their Grant to take possession thereof and wilbe Justifyed 

1'The treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye concluded on March 29, 1632, which 


restored to the French king all the places seized by the Kirkes in New France and 
Acadia in 1629. (See p. 224.) 
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Parles peices & began their Establishmt. at Tadousac, Quebeck, 
the Three Rivers and at Montreall untill they had Opertunity 
of getting further as they have done since. 

In the yeare 1656 they sent one of their shipps Comanded by 
John Bourdon into all the North parts of Canada which went 
in & renewed their possession in the Bay, now called Hudson, 
But as it was more Convenient for the said Compa. to make 
their Establishmt. towards the Land then towards the Sea by 
reason of the Easy Transporting of their Furrs by the meanes 
of the Lakes & Rivers to Quebeck they made none at that 
time towards the Sea in the Bay, haveing allwayes in their Ey’s 
to come nearer & nearer as they have Done. 

To which end in the yeare 1661 they caused a Fort to bee 
built upon the River Nemis Kare called by the English the 
River of the French which Discharges it selfe in the Bottome 
of Hudson’s Bay 2 or 3 Leagues beyond the River since called 
Rupert River. 

This same yeare 1661 the Savages of the Bay came purposely 
to Quebeck to Confirme the Resolution they had formerly 
taken to Live under the Dominion of the French & Demanded 
a Missionary to Instruct them & an Officer to Conduct them 
which was granted them. 

In the yeare 1663 the said Savages being returned to 
Quebeck to Demand Succor & some other People to Conduct 
& assist them in their affairs the Sr. Conture missionary was 
sent thither with 5 men whoe erected a new on the Land in the 
Bottome of the Bay a Crosse with the Kings Arms engraven 
upon a Copper Plate. 

In the said yeare 1663 his Matie. Reunited to the Crowne 
the Propriety of all the Countrey of New France upon the 
Cession of the Compa. which Comprehended all the Lands 
which had been granted to it by the Proclamation in the yeare 
1628. 

In the yeare 1664 his Matie. Established a New West India 
Compa. to whom hee gave all the same Lands which had been 
granted to the Precedent Compa. 

In 1665 there was a Fort built and a Factory Established 
upon the Lake called Superior or Tracy. 


This River of 
the French ts 
taken notice of 
upon a Map 
printed at London 


The Governor of 
New France sent 
thither the Steur 
La Valtere with 
5 Souldiers & 
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Missionary 
according to 

the Certificate 
Produceable 
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New France 
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In the same yeare 1665 All the Iroquois nations put 
themselves by a solemne Treaty under the Protection of his 
Matie. 

In the yeare 1666 the Sr. De Prois tooke possession 1n his 
Maties. name of all the Forts belonging to the Iroquois. 

In the yeare 1671 the Sr. De St. Lusson was sent by the 
Kings order to St. Mary Du Sault to a Ontaones whither came 
the 17 Nations which Inhabite the Coast of the Bay who 
Voluntarily Submitted themselves under his Maties. Dominions 
These 17 Nations Comprehend those of the Ontaones of the 
Lakes of Huron & Superior of the Lands to the Northward & 
of Hudson’s Bay with those of the Bay Des Puans and of the 
Lake Des Ilonois. 

In the yeare 1672 Father Dablon Missionary & the Setur 
De St. Simon by the Kings order took a new possession of the 
Lands from the River St. Lawrence to the Streights of Davis 
& Hudson they went afterwards to the River of Nemis Kaw 
called by the English the French River where the savages 
doe ordinarily assemble to Sell their Furrs, here the said 
Father Albanell and the Sr. de St. Symon planted a Crosse 
and left the Kings Armes upon a Tree by Consent of Capt. 
Kias Kow cheife of all the Savages which Inhabite the North 
Sea & Hudson’s Bay then they went to Minahigwikaw where 
they did the same thing by Consent of Capt. Sisibahowiah 
Cheife of the Mustasirinins. 

In the yeare 1673 was built a Fort at Kotara Kio upon the 
Lake Ontario, another as high as the [lonois Lake another 
upon the River Divine, which the French call Fort de 
Crevecoeur another upon the Tabitibis River and upon the 
Lake de Piscoutagany and another betweene the Ontoulitis 
and the Aseniports, with these Forts were established Factoryes 
every where to Receive the Furrs from the Savages, The French 
Compa. haveing thus Solidly established their Commerce 
towards the Land, & haveing caused Severall Shipps to bee 
built to extend their Navigation built a Forte & sett up a 
Factory upon the River called Bourbon neare Port Nelson. 

It has been allready said that the English had never made 
any Establishmt. here before the yeare 1682 when a Barque 
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from Boston put into Shelter it Selfe from Ill Weather and 
some Dayes after a Vessell from London stop’t here, whose 
Cables beeing Cut by the Ice she was shipwrackt and the 
English farr from being misused by the French, had all 
manner of help and Assistance from them this is Certaine and 
easy to bee proved. 

The Comissioners shall Judge if after all these proofes 
brought in good forme the English Compa. have Reason to 
say that the French never had any knowledge of these Country’s 
before the yeare 1682. 

As to what the English Compa. alledges to authorize their 
Establishmt. in the River called Ruperts River in the Bottome 
of the Bay which they obtained by Letters or Grants from his 
Matie. of Greate Brittaine in the yeare 1670. The French 
Compa. Answeres that this Establishmt. cannot have been 
made to their Prejudice, even by the very Maxims of the 
English Compa. whoe hold that the Grants of Kings prevaile 
nothing against a former possession seeing ’tis certaine that the 
French Compa. doe prove the more Antient possession in this 
same place, which is confirmed by the Proceedeings of the 
English whoe to establish themselves were forced to bee 
Conducted by Grossilier & Radisson Inhabitants of Canada 
and Domestique Servants of the French Compa. 

As to their peaceable possession without haveing been 
troubled ’tis Justifyed that as soon as the French had any 
knowledge of it Monsr. de Fontenac then Governor of New 
France made his Complaint to the cheife of the English 
Factory whoe answered that hee was there but for a short 
tyme and that hee would in noe wise trouble the French in this 
theire Tradeing whereof the said Sr. De Fontenac haveing 
given notice to his Matie. hee made his Complaint thereof to 
his Matie. of Great Brittaines Ambassador in France whoe 
promised to write for a True Information of the matter, but 
Diversity of businesse more ymportant hapening betweene the 
Two Kings the Regulation hereof was laid aside till some other 
time, soe that Establishmt. haveing been made since the 
Treaty of Breada and it being agreed in the Last place that 
Comissioners should bee named of Each side to Regulate the 

18 
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Affaires of America in Dispute, nothing hinders why the 
French should not in Justice Demand the possession of all 
these Lands as belonging to them of right. 

The Antient possession and the Right of First Occupiers of 
all the Lands about Hudson’s Bay Suffices to authorize the 
Complaint which the French made of being Dispossessed in a 
time of peace of the Establishmt. made by them upon the 
River of Bourbon neare Port Nelson and their Magazeen’s 
being plundered without any Satisfaction given for the same 
to the Sr. De Comporse one of the Members of the French 
Compa. whoe went purposely from France to England to 
Demand the same, but could obtaine noe Justice nor other 
Answere then that it was a buisinesse betweene Merchants, 
Which has Obliged the French Compa. to take the Forts they 
found Occupyed by the English, and they Continue to Demand 
the peaceable possession of the Lands upon the Coaste of the 
Bay to the Northward and the Restitution of the Fort 
Magazeene and Goods taken from them by the English in 
1683 Att Nelson. 

The Result of what is here said is, that the French have from 
time to time made New Establishmts. and Enlarged in the 
places they pretend belong to them, that they never were 
hindered from doeing it but when they were dispossessed by 
Violence of a place where they had as much right to Establish 
as the other Forts, the possession whereof is not disputed nor 
pretended to by the English. 

That this Violence of the English ought not to have been 
made in time of peace. 

That what has been done by the French in takeing the Forts 
of the English last yeare is by right of nature which permitts to 
repulse force by force and to act at this rate against those that 

Exd. beginne. 
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Answere to the Last Paper Delivered in behalfe of the French 
Compa. of Canada touching the Rights and Pretentions of the 
English Compa. of Hudsons Bay 3 

The Compa. of Canada haveing allready Wav’d. the 
Establishmt. of a Right to Hudson’s Bay and Streights from 
the meer Grants and Concessions of their Kings, which indeed 
cannot Operate to the prejudice of others that have the Right 
of Discovery and Continued possession on their side, It is 
againe Averr’d that his Maties. Subjects onely are possessed 
of such a Right to the Coasts Bay and Streights of Hudson, or 
that whatever chance Voyage may have been made or Missions 
sent for the sake of Religion with Souldiers to protect the 
Missionary’s the same could not bring any prejudice to the 
Right of his Maties. Subjects deduced from the tyme of the 
First Discoveryes of America and that if before the yeare 1682 
any Establishmts. were really made by any other Nation upon 
the Bay & Streights, (which is yett Denyed and not proved by 
the French) yett the same (if any such) will appeare Subsequent 
to those of the English and soe to bee esteemed manifest 
Invasions of his Maties. Soveraignty and property of his 
subjects. 

Mention has been made of Carolina & Pensilvania onely to 
shew the Insufficiency of Grants and Concessessions not 
preceded or followed by Discovery and Rightfull possession, 
and his Matie. is too much Concerned in the Consequence of 
such a position to esteeme it of the Least Validity since at the 
same time as has been already alledged His Maties. Plantations 
aforementioned and other Provinces and Countrey’s in 
America would bee Laid open to the Pretentions and like 
Invasions of the French founded upon so Notable a precedent 
as this would bee, if the Crowne of England should upon such 
a Suggestion part with soe Considerable an extent of her 
Dominions & Soveraignty nor does the Treaty of 1632 any 
wayes Distinguish the Rights of England to any Lands or 


1 Other copies are in A. 9/1, fos. 31-3, and A. 9/2, fos. 29-31. French 
versions are on fos. 34d.—37 and fos. 31-3 respectively. English and French 
copies are also in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 147-58, C.O. 135/1, pp. 101-10, 
and C.O. 135/2, pp. 59-68. 
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possessions in America as is alleadged in the French Paper 
That Treaty Concerneing Canada barely and not any Country’s 
either Southward or Northward which needed noe Elucidation 
or Concession of the French to Establish the English Rights 
And It wilbee a Sufficient Answere to the Greatest part of the 
French Paper to assert, that the country of Canada and that of 
Hudsons Bay are Two Different Provinces and have noe 
Relation but that of Neighbourhood as may appeare by 
Antient & Moderne Mapps, nor did the English when they 
were possessed of Canada it selfe esteeme the Country of 
Hudson’s Bay as appertaineing to it, And It is to bee hoped 
that it will not now bee Reputed a Dependance of Canada 
which would bee a pretention not to bee advanced betweene 
the Two Crownes that entertaine soe good a Correspondence 
togeather, and which would quite destroy the end of the late 
Treaty of Newtrallity Since instead of Preserveing peace in 
time of Warr, It wilbe look’t upon as the Occation of the worst 
Effects of Warr in the time of peace, If soe notorious an 
Invasion should remaine unpunish’t or Satisfaction refused for 
the Losses that have been Sustained. 

All that are acquainted with the nature of the Indians well 
know their wandring and variable Dispositions and it 1s easy 
to produce on his Maties. part Submissions & Capitulations 
of those People, which doe very much Effect the French 
Intrest & pretentions in those parts but it is enough to say that 
noe action or Resolution of those Savages can Alter an 
Established right. 

The English Compa. doe not pretend that the French had 
noe knowledge of the Bay & Streights of Hudson before the 
yeare 1682 being very sensible that the French have for a long 
time been acquainted with and envyed the prosperity of the 
Trade and Settlemt. of the English and often attempted to 
undermine them in their commerce with the Indians there, 
which neverthelesse they could never accomplish in any part 
till the Assault made upon his Maties. Subjects in 1682. 
Which is averr’d to bee the First pretended settlemt. of the 
French within the Bay after 12 yeares uninterrupted possession 
of the English Compa. of that name. 
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It is a Certaine Marke that the French stand in great neede 
of Arguemts. to maintaine their right Since they insist upon the 
service of Des Grossilier and Radisson made use of and paid by 
the English when it is well knowne that the most Famous 
Conquests and Discovery’s of the World have in all times been 
Carryed on with the helpe of Strangers without Diminution to the 
Right of the Prince under whose Banner the same were made. 

It may well bee that Monsr. Frontenac might make some 
complaint of the English, But Did the French ever openly 
question the Establishmt. of the English in the Bay or interrupt 
their Trade till the yeare 1682; The possession of this Trade 
is of too great a Consequence to have been passed in silence, 
upon any acct. for soe long an Intervall of time as 12 yeares It 
will bee rather beleeved that the French did not think it 
Reasonable to make their advances till the yeare 1682 Upon 
further refleccion It is to bee hoped the French will Disowne 
this method of takeing possession which soe injurious to good 
neighbourhood and soe Contrary to the intent and nature of 
Treatyes. 

Finally his Maties. Subjects Referr themselves to all the 
Constitucions of Right that are allowed by Treatyes and the 
Law of Nations and Could as well as the French have availd. 
themselves even of the Law of nature. If they had not hoped 
to have received from the Justice of the most Christian King 
intire Satisfaction for the Injury and Losses they have Suffered 
by the Invasion of his Subjects which has been often Demanded 
by the reitterated Memorialls of his Maties. Envoy in the Court 
of France, and is now expected with ympatience Least by the 
Compas. being kept out of possession by Continued Delayes 
their Commerce in those parts may Suffer irreparable Damage. 


Coppy of my Lord Preston’s Letter to the Comrs.} 
My Lords Windsor 31° Fuly 1687 
Haveing seen an Answere Delivered to your Lordshipps 
by the French Commissioners on behalfe of the French Compa. 
1 The original, undated, is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/I, pp. 199-202. 
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of Canada in Answere to the Complaint of the English Compa. 
of Hudson’s Bay and finding therein my name used in these 
Termes viz. The French Compa. of Canada doe agree that not 
being able to obtaine right in England nor in France from my 
Lord Preston for the seizure made in the yeare 1683 of their 
Fort storehouse and goods in the River of Bourbon, The said 
Lord Preston haveing told their Agent, that this affaire did not 
Concerne the King his Master it being onely merchants 
Interest, I cannot but doe my selfe the Justice to Lett your 
Lordshipps know. 

That it is wholly new to mee that the French ever Demanded 
any Satisfaccon against the Hudsons Bay Compa. from me, my 
orders haveing been Constantly to Complaine and Demand 
Satisfaccon on the part of the English, Allsoe that noe person 
ever did apply to me under the name or whome I knew to bee 
an agent of the Compa. of Canada dureing my Aboad in 
France, soe that I Could make noe such Decl. as is alledged by 
the French Compa. besides that it is very strange that It 
should bee said that after haveing been refused right in 
England they should apply themselves to me whome they 
knew to bee then complaineing against them by his late 
Maties. positive orders. 

As to the Allegation of my saying that the affaire did not 
concerne the King my Master but that it onely related to the 
Merchants I must take liberty to acquaint your Lordshipps, 
that it would appeare by all my Memorialls (Coppy’s of which 
I can produce) That I allway’s insisted on the Restitution of 
Port Nelson and Satisfaction for the Dammages Sustained by 
his Maties. Subjects, when the French Invaded them, and 
allsoe that all the Answers I had to those memorialls as well 
from the French Ministers as from the most Xtian. King 
himselfe, were soe farr from Disavowing the Right of the 
English to the places in Question that they rather seemed to 
owne it and did referr it to a more perticular examinacon, onely 
desireing time till the Governor of Canada should have more 
fully Informed them of the matter, I could acquaint your 
Lordshipps with more particulers relateing to this Subject but 
I shall not trouble your Lordships with them now thé I shall 
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bee ready when you think fitt to give you an account of 
them. 


lam &c. Exd. 
PRESTON. 


An Abstract of the Hudson’s Bay Compa. their Proofes of 
their takeing possession of & Tradeing at Port-Nelson before 
the French arrived there in 1682. 

The Compa. sent Mr. Charles Bayley Anno, 1679 
their Governor on the Weeveno Pinck 
with a Cargo of Goods to make a settlemt. 
and carry on a Trade at Port Nelson and 
with a Designe to make that their Cheife 
Factory where they arrived in Septembr. 
1670 and went on Shoare & Lay in an 
Indian Tent, and the next day the said 
Governor Bay took possession of Port 
Nelson and the Lands & Territory’s &c. 
for his Matie. and as a Token thereof 
nailed up his Maties. Armes in Brasse on 
a Tree there. 


Deposition 
Nehemiah 
Walker 
No. 12 


The said Governor Bayley sent Capt. 1673 
Bond in the shipp Jmploy from the 
Bottome of the Bay to Port Nelson to 
Trade there, where they arrived in 
Septembr. 1673 and remained there | Deposition 
Fifteene Dayes, in which time they found } William Bond 
Sr. Thomas Bottons wintering place, But | No. 2 
meeting noe Indians they left severall 
Goods there in order to Trade with the 
Indians and soe went back to the Bottome 


of the Bay. 


1 For the depositions by Walker, Bond, Calvert and Philip Bayley, see P.R.O., 
C.O. 134/1, pp. 203-21. 


1680 


1682 


31 July 1687 
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Captaine Draper in the shipp gna Comnneeabook: 
was sent thither. ai, 


Benjamin Gilham in the shipp 
Batchellors Delight came on purpose from | Vide his 
New England to Trade & arrived at Port { Journall 
Nelson before the French. 


The Compa. sent the shipp Prince | 
Rupert Zachary Gilham Mr. with another 
shipp and a Governor and severall men & 
a Cargo of Goods to make a settlemt. at 
Port Nelson, whoe arriveing there found | Deposicon 
the said Barchellors Delight and allsoe | John Calvert 
Grossileir and Radisson with the French + Phillip Bayley 
with them That the said Grossilier and 
Radisson and the French with them did 
owne and allway’s Declare that they found 
the said Benjamin Gilham there and that 
hee was bluiding a Fort before the French 
arrived there. 


Abstract of the Lord Preston’s Letter. 

His Lordshipp Declares to the Lords Commissioners that 
haveing seen a Paper Delivered their Lordshipps by the French 
in Answere to the Complaint of the Hudsons Bay Compa. hee 
finds his name used in these termes viz. The French Compa. 
of Canada Doe agree that they not being able to obteyne right 
in England nor in France from the Lord Preston for the 
seizure made by the English in 1683 of the Fort Goods &c. in 
the River of Bourbon the Lord Preston haveing told their 
Agent that it Did not Concerne the King his Master being 
onely merchants Interest. 

To which his Lordshipps say’s that the French never 
Demanded any Satisfaction from him therein. 

That his Lordshipp had Constant order to Complaine and 
Demand satisfaccion of the French for the English Compa. that 
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noe person ever applyed to him as Agent of the Canada Compa. 
soe hee could make noe such Declaration. 

That as to the Allegation of his sayeing the affaire did not 
Concerne his Matie. but related to Merchants only, All his 
Memorialls insisted on the Restitution of Port Nelson and 
satisfaction for the Damages sustained by the English And all 
Answers hee Received to those memorialls as well from the 
most Xtian. King as his ministers were soe farr from Disavowing 
the Right of the English to the places in Question that they Exd. 
rather seemed to owne it. 


An Abstract of the Cheife Articles Contained in the French 
Memorialls with Geograficall observations upon them taken 
out of the French & other Mapps.! 

Resp. 

The Fresh Sea is Distant 
from Port Nelson 300 


Article 4th he Edict of 
Lewis the 13 in Anno 1628 


which grants the Forts & 
habitations of Quebeck with 
all the Country of Nova 
Francia called Canada as farr 
as the Artick Pole in at. 
and in Long. from New 
found Land towards the West 
to the Lake called Fresh Sea 
and the Lands all along the 
River wch. doe run into the 
River St. Lawrance from 
thence into the sea. 

“athe ey, Lhe. - sending 
Missionaryes to ‘Tadosack 
Quebeck the 3 Rivers and 
Montrell. 


Leagues and about 200 from 
any part of Hudson Bay as 
may bee seen by Sansons the 
French Kings Geographers 
Mapps printed in Paris in 
Anno 1650. Besides such a 
Grant cannot prejudice his 
Maties. title to Hudson’s Bay, 
thé the Bay bee within those 
Lymitts. 


The mouth of the 3 Rivers 
is Distant according to the 
same Mapps 250 Leagues 
from Hudsons’ Bay and 
Montrell 450 Leagues from 
Port Nelson. 


1 There is another copy in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 183-5. 
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4rt.9. A Fort built upon 
the River Nemis Kaw called by 
the English the French River 
wch. Runs into Hudson’s 
Bay at the further end of it 
about 2 or 3 Leagues from the 
River since called Rupert 
River. 


Art. 11. Planted Crosses 
and the French Kings Armes 
Sett up ingraven upon a 
Copper Plate in _ those 
Country’s that Lye on the 
Bottome of the Bay which is 
pretended to be Done by One 
Couture in the yeare 1663. 


Art.14. The Erecting ofa 
Trade and Factory upon the 
Lake called Tracy or Superior 
in the yeare 1665. 


Ari. %o2 16. 4 polemine 
Treaty made in 1665 with 
the Iroquois by which they 
put themselves under the 
Proteccon of the French and 
the takeing possession of all 
the Forts of the Iroquois in the 
yeare 1666 by Mr. Du Bois. 


4rt.17. Monsr.St. Lusson 
Envoy by the French Kings 
order to St. Mary Du Sault 
where the 17 Nations mett 
togeather wch. nations doe 
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Resp. 

The name of that River is 
not mentioned in Sansons 
Mapps nor the Particuler 
Map of Canada made by 


Champlaine Upon the 
Memoires of Peter Du Vall 
the ‘°King ) of » Prances 


Geographer and Printed in 
Paris in Anno 1677 

This Crosse is not taken 
notice of in Champlaines 
Mapps on the Contrary all the 
places Discovered upon the 
Coast of the Bay are marked 
with English names and Titles 
and not One French. 


The Lake Superioriis 
Distant according to the 
said Mapps above 120 


Leagues from any part of 
Hudson’s Bay and above 200 
Leagues from Port Nelson. 
According to the same 
Mapps the Iroquois are 300 
Leagues Distant from any 
part of Hudson’s Bay and 


neare 500 from Port Nelson. 


St. Mary’s Where they say 
the Assembly of Savages mett 
is hard by the Hurons 200 
Leagues Distant from any 
part of Hudsons Bay & 400 
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inhabite the Bay whoe 
Voluntarily Submitted to the 
French Kings Dominion the 
17 Nations Comprehend that 
of the Ontaones and those of 
the Lake Huron and Superior 
and those of the Northerne 
Country’s and of Hudson’s 
Bay that of Puans Bay and the 
Lake [linois. 


Ariat. inthe yeare 1673 
a Fort Erected at caterakew 
on the Lake Ontano and 
another at the upper end of 
the Lake Iinois Another upon 
the River Divine which the 
French call Creveceeurs Fort 
another Upon the River 
Tibitibis & the assempoets 
and Factory’s sett up with 


29) 
Resp. 


from Port Nelson The Puans 
is about 200 Leagues 
Superior §120 Lhe Lake 
Huron above 200 Leagues 
from any part of the Bay and 
as much more from Port 
Nelson. The other nations 
therein mentioned being not 
taken notice of in the said 
Mapps are Conceived to bee 
about the same Distance from 
the Bay. 

These places where they 
pretend to have Erected Forts 
& Factory’s are not to bee 
Seen in the Mapps, But One 
may Judge that they are at 
soe vast a Distance from any 
part of Hudson’s Bay & Port 
Nelson that there’s noe neede 
to explaine their distance more 
particulerly. 


every of those Forts. 


Upon the whole matter it may bee Judged by these 
Observations taken from the French Mapps, whether the 
French have made any proofe of their pretended Right upon 
the Coast of Hudson’s Bay, for if they had built such Forts and 
settled such Factory’s as they pretend on the Coast of Hudson 
Bay Certainely there would have been some places marked 
upon the Coasts and in the Lands by French names and Titles 
especially in their owne Mapps, but there is none on the 
Contrary even in all the French Mapps there appeares onely 
English names and Titles upon all the Coasts of the Bay & 
Streights vizt. The Gulfe of Hudson or Hudson’s Bay the Bay 
where the English wintered. Hudson’s Streights Button’s 
Isle, Queene Anns Foreland, King James Foreland, Cape 
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Southampton New North Wales, New South Wales James 
Bay, New Severne Port Nelson Briggs Bay Bottons Bay, Porte 
De Monck and very many other English Denominations and 
indeed noe other by which one may Conclude that the French 
never had any thing to doe in these parts. 

It is not possible that Champlaine (whoe the French doe 
often Quote for a good author) haveing marked in his new 
Map of Canada the village of of Iroquois with Pallisadoes that 
hee should omitt to take notice of the Crosses & Kings Armes 
sett up and Forts built and Factoryes established in soe many 
places which doe much better deserve to bee taken notice of in 
his Mapps (if any such had been) then Pallisadoes, But it 


- amounts allmost to a Demontracon that noe such ever were as 


the French now pretend. 


Expedients Proposed by the French Comrs.! 

The Two Northerne American Companyes not being able 
to agree Togeather as to the Propriety of Hudson’s Bay to 
procure a Convenient accomodation to both Nations, The 
French Compa. may Deliver the Three Forts they took the 
Last yeare to the English Compa. at the Bottome of the Bay, 
and that the said Compa. doe at the same tyme deliver to the 
French Compa. the Fort & Storehouse of Nelson which were 
taken from the French in the yeare 1683. 

And that in pursuance to this Agreemt. the Lymitts of all 
that part of America bee fixed & settled to the end the Two 
Compas. may not for the future injure one another & that each 
for themselves may make a proffitable Trade, without troubleing 


1 A copy in French is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 139-40. French versions 
are also in A. 9/1, fos. 37-8, A. 9/2, fos. 33-4, P.R.O., C.O. 135/1, pp. 111--12, 
and C.O. 135/2, pp. 69-71, prefaced by the remarks ‘‘ Whereupon his Majesties 


Commissioners haveing fully debated the matter with the Commissioners of 


France on the roth August 1687 their Lordships desire the said French 
Commissioners to make some proposall in writeing to be sent to Hudsons Bay 
Company for their Answer therein which proposall was accordingly delivered...” 
(Quoted from A. 9/1, fo. 37.) 
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or pestring one the other which hath but too often happened 
to the prejudice of both Nations. 

The Hudson’s Bay Compa. have never had soe proffitable 
Trade as while they enjoyed onely the Three Forts at the 
Bottome of the Bay, where the Furrs are more Cheaper, 
because the Indians on that side have not soe long a way to 
bring them to the Sea shore, while to Port Nelson the Indians 
must come from a great distance. 

This Exchange is the Expedient which seemes the most 
Convenient for the advantage of the two Compas. In regard 
the two Kings are both resolved not to part with the entire 
propriety of the Bay. 

If the English Compa. have any other Expedient to 
proprose that may bee more Convenient for the Two nations 
upon this Foundation that neither of the Two Kings will part 
with whole Propriety of the said Bay, They may Draw up their 
Memoriall which will bee examined a new by the 
Commissioners. 


The English Compa. Answere to the French Expedients.! 

The Hudson’s Bay Compa. haveing Received a Paper 
containeing a Proposeall of an expedient made by the French 
Commissioners to Exchange the Three Forts Surprized by the 
French the Last yeare in the Bottome of the Bay for the Fort 
& Factory of Port Nelson allthé the said Proposall have in it 
neither Justice Reason nor Equity and therefore can expect 
noe formall Answere yett that they may know the said English 
Compas. Resolution in this matter they answere 

That the Hudson’s Bay Compa. haveing made out his 
Maties. Right and Title to all the Bay within Hudson’s 
Streights with the Rivers Lakes and Creekes therein and the 
Lands & Territory’s thereto adioyneing in which is 
Comprehended Port Nelson as part of the whole and the said 
Compas. Right and Propriety being thereby Established past 

1 Copies in English are also in A. 9/1, fos. 38-39d., A. 9/2, fos. 34-5, P.R.O., 
C.O. 134/1, pp. 143-4, C.O. 135/1, pp. 112-15, and C.O. 135/2, pp. 71~4. 
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all Dispute and to the Satisfaction of the Lords Commissioners 
appointed by his Matie. to examine this matter, It cannot but 
Seeme Strange and Dissonant from all Reason that the French 
Comrs. should now Come to offer the said Compa. their owne, 
which they took by Vyolence in Exchange for another part of 
their owne, which the French never had any Collour of right to. 

That both party’s by a proper and Genuine Construction 
of the Last Treaty in November 1686 as well as by antient 
Right must abide & belong to his Matie. of great Brittaine. 

That the Hudsons Bay Compa. haveing Evidently made 
out his Maties. Right and Consequently their owne and done 
all which hath been required on their parts, have nothing more 
now but with all Dutyfull submission to waite & expect his 
Maties. Justice for the Restitution of their places and full 
Satisfaction for their Damages as they have been exhibited to 
the Right Honoble. the Lords Commissioners. 

And Whereas the said Paper doth soe often repeat that both 
Kings are Resolved not to part with the entire Propriety of the 
Bay, the Right being apparently on his Maties. Side as much 
as any of his other Plantations in America, this Seemes onely 
a Stiffnesse in the French to try to gett that by Treaty which 
they can noe way make out by Right. 

But the said English Compa. cannot but hope better from 
the Justice of his most Christian Matie. whoe haveing Declared 
his Disapproveall of his Subjects Proceedings in this affaire, in 
soe plaine a Case, will not infringe the Good Correspondency 
that is betweene the Two Crownes. 

Upon the whole matter the Hudson Bay Compa. cannot 
accept a Proposeall of an expedient soe much against his 
Maties. Honor and their owne just right that after an expence 
of above Two Hundred Thousand pounds and many yeares 
establishmt. (besides the injuryes of above One Hundred 
Thousand pounds) That the French should come now to Reape 
where the English have Sowed & have the Confidence to 
propound to share the better halfe of their Right & property 
with them But the said English Compa. for their obtaineing 
their right and full satisfaction doe humbly Cast themselves 
upon his Maties. Royall Favour and Protection. 
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Most humbly representing to his Matie. that Incase the 
French bee Suffered to bee Sharers in the Streights and Bay 
of Hudson or bee permitted to Trade therein, The Compa. 
Cannot any Longer Subsist but must inevitably bee Dissolved, 
and by the monopoly of the French a Trade of soe great 
Importance to this nation bee utterly Lost, haveing been 
hitherto wholly Supported by his Maties. Favour to them in 
the Enjoymt. of the Sole Trade of the Bay.! 


Mr. Morgan Lodge 
or. 


I am Comanded by my masters the Honoble. the Deputy 
Governor and Committee of the Hudson’s Bay Compa. to 


*In A. 9/1, fos. 39d.-41d., A. 9/2, fos. 35-7, P.R.O., C.O. 135/1, pp. 115- 
19, and C.O. 135/2, pp. 74-8, the following entries occur after “‘ The English 
Compa. Answere”: ‘‘ Whereupon their Lordships agree to report [on 
November 16, 1687] their Opinions to his Majesty as follows: Wee... have 
had frequent conferences with the .. . Ambassador and Envoy Extraordinary in 
order to obtaine satisfaction for the dammages your Majesties Subjects have 
lately sustained from the French in Hudsons Bay with restitution of the Three 
Forts...and... Wee do...add our humble oppinion, That as it plainly 
appeares your Majesty and your Subjects have a Right to the whole Bay and 
Streights of Hudson and to the sole Trade thereof so it may be fit for your Majty. 
to Support the Company of Hudsons Bay in the recovery and maintanance of 
their Right... His Majestys Commissioners... have received his Majesties 
Orders to acquaint the said [French] Commissioners that haveing maturely 
considered his own right & the right of his Subjects to the whole Bay & Streights 
of Hudson & haveing been also informed of the reasons alleadged on the part of 
the French to justify their late proceedings in seizing three Forts . . . his Majtie. 
doth upon the whole matter conceive the said Compa. well founded in their 
demands and hath therefore Ordered us to insist upon his owne Right and the 
Right of his Subjects to the whole Bay & Streights of Hudson, and to the Sole 
Trade thereof and also upon the demand of full satisfaction for the dammages 
they have received and restitution of the Three Forts Surprised by the French. 
Wee are also Ordered to declare to the French Commissioners that his Majesty 
hath givein us Powers & directions to enter into a Treaty with the said 
Commissioners for the adjusting of Limitts between the Dominions of both 
Crownes in America, and doing every thing else that may conduce to the 
removeing all occasions of differences between the two nations.” (Quoted from 
A. 9/1.) This entry is followed by the instrument which appears on pp. 329-30 
and the copy of the King’s letter which is on p. 328. 
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Lett you know that they expect home this next month the 
Shipp John &F Thomas Leonard Edgcombe Comander and that 
they desire you upon her arriveall to putt on board her two 
waiters honest & Discreet persons, & order them not to Suffer 
any Furrs to come from on Board either in Skins Lineings of 
Garments or otherwise and that they take such effectuall Care 
as will prevent the Carrying on Shore all Private Trade and the 
ymbezlemt. of any of Compas. Goods It may bee Two other 
Shipps belonging to the Compa. may this yeare allsoe arrive 
vizt. the Dereing Wm. Bond Comander and the Huband 
Richard Smithsend Comander if they or either of them or any 
other Shipp of the Compas. come into the Downes you are to 
put the like numbers of waiters on each of them, and Charge 
them to take Care of the Compas. Concernes as aforesaid if 
any refuse to obey what is desired Lett the Kings Waters and 
the Master of the Shipp bee acquainted therewith, & Lett the 
Compa. have notice thereof your Care herein wilbe well taken 
Lamosr 
Yor. very humble Servt. 

RI. BANNER 

Secretary to the Hudson’s 

Bay Compa. 
From the Hudsons Bay 
house in Noble Street 
the 29th September 1687. 


My Lord? 

These are only in hast to give your Lordp. the first 
Information I can that this morneing Two of our Shipps vizt. 
The Dereing Capt. Bond Comander and the Fohn & Thomas 
Capt. Edgcombe Comander arrived Safe in the Downes from 
Port Nelson, whoe left our Factoryes at Fort Nelson & New 
Severne Safe and in good Condition, but Wee have many 
ageravations of the Insolencyes and ill usauge of the French 


1 Lord Churchill. 
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upon us in the Bottome of the Bay, of which and other matters 
I shall give your Lordp. a fuller accompt as soone as wee have 
perused all our Letters In the meane time I remaine 

my Lord 

Yor. Lordships Most Obedient 

humble Servant ED. DERING 


22-Octobr..1687: 


Capt. Bond 
Wee have yours of the 21 October instant? and are glad to 
heare of your Safe arriveall, Wee expressly order that noe furrs 
either in Garments or otherwise bee Carryed on Shoare, and 
that you doe not lett any person carry them off, for if you doe, 
Wee will have Satisfaction from you for the same, as for any 
persons goeing on Shoare they may soe doe if they leave their 
Furrs, or if they have any Coates Lyned with Furrs, (as wee 
are informed Severall have) they must take out the same or else 
leave their Garments behinde Wee herewith Send you George 
Potter to Continue on Board as our Waiter, you are to receive 
him well and give him all due assistance doe you make all the 
good Speede you can Wee rest 
Your very Loveing Freinds 

BD OERING. dG, 

RIGHD  CRADOCK 

SAMUELL CLARKE 


22 Octobr. 1687. 
The same writt to Capt. Edgcombe to receive Richard Clay. 


1’This letter has not been found in the Company’s archives. 
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The Hudsons Bay Company by the arriveall of their 

Shipps from Port Nelson this yeare have received from 

Severall of their Factors and Servants that were at the 

bottome of the Bay when the same was invaded by the 
French the followeing relation 1 

That the hostile invation made by the French in June 1686 
was Conducted cheifely by one Chevalier De Troy, Monsr. 
St. Hellen Monsr. Debrevill Monsr. Mericore Captaine 
Armond &c.? accompanied with about 200 Souldiers and others 
from Canada. 

That on the 11th June they Surprized and tooke the 
Companyes Factory in Moose River, 23° they tooke their 
Factory in Ruperts River and allsoe Surprized their Two 
Shipps called the Craven and Colleton and the 25 they burnt 
their house and Fort to the Ground. 

That haveing made Prisoners of all the men in the said 
Factoryes they raised Battery’s against the Compas. Cheife 
Factory in the Bottome of the Bay called Albany Fort and 
overpowering them much in number the same was after a few 
dayes forced to bee Surrendred. 

For all which injurious proceedings the Conductors never 
pretended or shewed any authority from his Most Christian 
Matie. or alledged any title or right to the said places. 

That in the said Assaults Severall of his Maties. Subjects 
were actually killed others miserably wounded and One and 
Fifty persons put aboard a Weake Leaky Vessell called the 
Colleton with Scanty provisions to venture to gett to Port 


1 A copy endorsed “ Recd. 28 Oct. 87 ” is in P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, pp. 191-4. 
See also Tyrrell, Docs. Re/. Early History of Hudson Bay, “ Letters of La 
Potherie,” pp. 244-54, and “The History of Hudsons-Bay...by John 
Oldmixon ”, pp. 401-06. 

2 Caron, Fournal de l’ Expédition ..., p. 7, states that the chief members of 
the expedition were : Chevalier Pierre de Troyes ; the three brothers Le Moyne, 
known as le Sieur de Saint-Héléne, le Sieur d’ Iberville and le Sieur de Maricourt ; 
le Sieur La Noue ; Pierre Allemand and Father Silvy. A shorter narrative of the 
expedition was written by Father Silvy and it has been printed in Saint-Vallier, 
L’Estat présent de l’ Eglise et de la colonie francaise dans la Nouvelle-France (Paris, 
1688). 

3 T.e., June 21 and July 3, 1686, French style. 
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Nelson or Perish at Sea whereof above 20 have Since miserably 
dyed frozen and Starved and some faine to bee Eaten up by 
the rest of the Compa. 

That there are Still remaineing One and Twenty persons of 
his Maties. Subjects which were forc’t to Cast themselves on 
the mercy of the French, and abide with them by reason the 
aforesaid Small Leaky Vessell could not possible Containe 
more without the hazard of them all Which 21 persons is to 
bee feared Continue in miserable Slavery and want and will 
undoubtedly perish unlesse the Compa. by his Maties. gratious 
protection bee enabled to fetch them off the next yeare. 

That besides all this great cruelty and inhumanity to his 
Maties. Subjects The French at their takeing the said Several] 
Factoryes did shew the greatest indignity to his Matie. they 
could possible by Strikeing downe his Maties. Collours and 
Armes and particularly by Cutting out the Flower De Luces, 
which they Sett up againe for the French King but the rest of 
his Maties. Armes they in the highest Condempt flung on the 
Dunghill and trampled under foote. 

All which is most humbly Submitted to his Maties. most 
gratious and Tender Consideration. 

The 26th Octobr. 1687. 

The above said was agreed on and his Honor the Deputy 
Governor is Desired to attend his Lord shipp the Governor of 
this Compa. with the same and to desire him to present it to his 
matie. 

The 282k of Octobr. 
1687 It was Delivred. 


Copie des ordres de Monseigneur Le General Le Sieur 

Le Febure de la Barre Seigneur Dudit Lieu Conseiller 

Du Roy en ses Conseilles, Gouvernour & son Lieutenant 

- General en touttes les Terres de la Nouvelle France & 
acadie 

Ayant par la Despeche de sa Majesté du Cinquiesme Aoust 

dernier Receu ses ordres de troubler autant quil nous Seroit 
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Possible les Anglois dans la Baye de Hudson, Et d’Empecher 
l’etablissement de tout nostre Pouvoir, Nous aurions pris deux 
resolutions l’une d’envoyer promptement par terre et p. Mer 
au Sieur Chouart Commandant l’establissement que la 
Compagnie Francoise a formée dans le Golphe a la riviere de 
Nelson, pour luy faire passer un Renfort d’hommes et les advis 
necessaires de ce quil y aura a faire Suivant les Intentions &c. 
de Sa Majesté, Et l’autre de faire Couper le Chemin de tous 
les Sauvages que les Anglois nous ont debauchés tant au Nord 
ouest, sud est qu’au sud pour Couper les Rivieres qui 
descendent ches lesds. Anglois, Et Empeschant les Sauvages 
d’y passer, Et les obliger de faire leur traitte de Peleterie avec 
nous, Et Estant necessaire pour cetteffect de leur Couper la 
Riviere de Nemisko Scituée a la teste des Limites de la traitte 
de Tadoussac, Nous Aurions pris avis du Sieur Riverin Sous 
fermier desds. Droits, lequel nous auroit presenté le Sieur 
Zacharie Jolliet Bourgeois de Quebecq que nous aurions 
trouvé capable apres un long entretient de l’execution de cettes 
Entreprises par les frequents Voyages quil y a fait, Et par la 
Longue Habitude quil a contractée avec les Sauvages de ces 
lieux, Et l’intelligence de leur langue, a Ces Causes Nous avons 
led. Sr. Jolliet Commis & Commettons pour avec le nombre des 
Canos qu'il Jugera necessaire de Concert avec led. Sieur de 
Riverin le transporter accompagné de trente ou quarante 
francois tous bons hommes et propres pour le Voyage et avec 
les marchandises qui seront Jugées necessaires pour cette 
effect a lad. Riviere de Nemisko, Et s’aller Establir enicelle 
a l’endroit le pus Commode pour Couper la descente des 
Sauvages a l’habitation Angloise Scituée a |’embouchure 
d’icelle y bastir une maison ou fort appliquer les armes de sa 
Mayjesté au devant d’icelle, Et declarer aux Anglois quils 
trouveront en |’occasion quils sont dans ce poste par les ordres 
de sa Majté. Et qu’ils le Gardent pour sen servire pour 
E’mpecher que les Sauvages ses Sujets, Et qui habitent ces 
terres n’aillent traitter avec eux, que on ils s’y opposeroient, ils 
les Considereront Comme Enemis de Francois Luy ordonnons 
en outre defaire la Traitté des Peleteries dont les Sauvages 
seront chargés avec le plus de douceur et d’honnesteté qui luy 
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sera possible, leurs faisant connoistre que les Francois Veulent 
les Considerer tousjours Comme leurs bons amis, Et de se 
relacher sur le prix des marchandises Communes ches les 
Anglois, autant quil luy sera possible; Luy Enjoignons de 
tenir tousjours une estraitte Correspondence, Et parfaite 
intelligence avec led. Sieur Riverin, et les postes de la traitte de 
Tadoussac pour estre Secouru de Vivre autres choses 
necessaires pour sa Subsistance, de ce faire luy avons au nom 
de sa Majesté donné pouvoir & Commission Speciale, et toute 
l’authorité necessaire faite a Quebecq le Vingtiesme Jour de 
Mars m. vi c. quatre vingt quatre, Signe de Monsr. de la 
Barre, avec son Cachet, Et de monsieur Renant Secretaire. 


Coppy of the same Order in English. 


Being A Coppy of the orders of my Lord Generall The Seiure 
Le Febure De La Barr Lord of the said Place Councellor of 
the King in his Councells, Governor and his Lieutenant 
Generall in all the Countryes of New France and Canada. 


Haveing by an expresse from his Matie. of the Fifth of 
August last received his orders to molest (as much as in us lay) 
the English in the Bay of Hudson and to hinder their Settlemt. 
to the utmost of our power, Wee have taken Two Resolutions 
The one to Send ymediately by Land and by Sea to Monsr. 
Chouart Comander of the Settlemt. which the French Compa. 
have formed in the Bay (At the River at Nelson) to cause a 
Reenforcemt. of men to bee Sent him and the necessary 
advices of what hee is to doe pursuant to his Maties intent; 
The other to Cut off the passage of all the Indians which the 
English have Seduced from us, to the North West, South East, 
and South, to Deprive them of the Rivers that fall downe to the 
said English, and by hindering the Indians from goeing 
thither, to force them to Trade with us for their furr’s, And it 
being necessary to that effect to deprive them of the River of 
Nemisko Scituate at the head of the Lymit’s of the Trade of 
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Tadoussac Wee advised with Mr. Riverin Underfarmor of the 
said Dutyes, whoe Recommended to us Mr. Zachary Jolliett 
Cittizen of Quebeck, whom after a Long Conferrence wee 
found Capeable of Executeing these enterprizes by reason of 
the Frequent Journyes hee hath made thither and by the long 
acquaintance wch. hee hath had with the Indians of those 
places and the Knowledge of their Language, for these reason’s 
Wee have appointed and doe appointe the said Mr. Jolliett, with 
as many Canow’s as hee shall think fitt, to joyne with the said 
Mr. De Riverin accompanied with Thirty or Forty French 
all good men and fitt for such a Journey and such goods as 
shalbe thought necessary for this purpose, at the said River of 
Nemisko and to goe and Settle themselves therein, in the most 
Comodious place to prevent the Descent of the Indians to the 
English Settlemt. Scituate at the mouth thereof, there to build 
a house or Fort and to Sett up his Maties. Armes before it, And 
to Declare to the English whome they shall meete with on this 
Occation that they are in that place by his Maties. Order and 
that they keape it for his service, to hinder the Indians his 
Subjects Dwelling in those Countryes from goeing to Trade 
with them, That those whoe should oppose them they would 
accompt as Enemyes to the French Moreover Wee order him 
to Trade for the Skins which the Indians shall have with them, 
with as much integrity & Gentlenesse as possible hee can 
letting them know the French will allwayes esteeme them as 
their good Freinds and to abate as much as hee can of the Price 
of Goods Common among the English, Wee enjoyne him 
allwayes to keepea Strict Correspondence & perfect intelligence 
with the said Mr. Riverin, and of the manner of the Trade of 
Tadoussac, that hee may bee Supplyed with Victuall’s and other 
things necessary for his Subsistance, To doe which Wee have 
in the name of his Matie. given him a Speciall power and 
Commission with all needfull authority. Done at Quebeck 
the Twentyth day of March One Thousand Six Hundred 
Eighty and Four Signed by Monseigneur De La Barr Sealed 
Exd. with his Seale and Signed Monsr. Renant his Secretary. 
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De Nemisko /e 25 Fuin 1685. 


Monsieur 

Apres vous avoir salue & Assurez de mes tres humbles 
respects, Je Vous diray que Je suis icy pour executer les 
Ordres de Monseigneur le general le plus ponctuellement 
qu'il me sera possible, Conformement a la Copie que Je Vous 
Envoye par cette Occasion que Je n’ay voulu laisser passer me 
Voyant si prest de Vous, Et aussy pour vous dire que l’intention 
du Roy Suivant ses ordres envoyez a Monseigr. le General qui 
la receu le Cinquiesme d’Aoust 1683: de vous faire quitter 
Entierement la Baye d’Hudson, Et de la faire valoir de tout ce 
quil sera Possible, Et de n’y rien Esparnger, Cest pourquoy 
monsieur que Jay pris la liberté de vous Escrire ces lignes qui 
sont pour vous avertir en bon n’amy de vous retirer le plustost 
qu’il vous sera Possible, Vous et tous Vos Gens, Car Je Viens 
de recevoir une lettre De Monseigneur Le General qui me 
mande quil m’envoye encore des hommes pour Augmenter le 
nombre que Jay a cette fin d’aller prendre possession du lieu 
ou vous estes, et de toute la Baye, sans tarder davantage sitost 
quils seront Arrivéez a moy Cest pourquoy Monsr. que Je 
serois faché apres avoir eu l’honneur d’avoir veu monsieur le 
Baillif boire & Mangé & Couché deux ou trois nuits avec luy, 
dedans Vostre fort! dont il nous en avoit fait les Maistres Et 
encore qu’apres avoir resté silong temps Vostre Voisin quil nous 
falut battre pour Emporter Ceposte, Je vous asseure Monsr. 
que ce seroit mon dernier Chagrin, Toutefois monsr. Je vous 
prie de me faire la grace de m’éscrire p. cette mesme Occasion 
Et de me mander vostre dessein Et ce que vous voulez que Je 
fasse, Car Je vous diray en passant qui si peu faire quelque 
chose pour vous Je le ferois de tout mon coeur Acette fin que 
vous ny moy ne soyons pas Surpris lorsqu’il s’agira de faire 
cette Execution comme J’envoye touttes les apparences mais 
Je vous asseure aussy monsr. que pour ce qui est de moy Je 
tacheray de faciliter touttes choses, Cest dequoy Vous pouvez 


1See The Beaver, December, 1947, J. A. Burgesse, “ Jolliet on James Bay”, 


pp. 12-15. 
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vous asseurer, en vous pryant decroire que Je suis & seray 
tousjours. 
Monsr. 
Vostre tres humble et 
affectionné serviteur 


Z. JOU 


Coppy of the same Letter in English being Monsr. Jolletts 

Letter Dated at Nemisko the 25th June 1685 to Mr. Hugh 

Verner the Hudsons Bay Compies. cheife Agent at Ruperts 
River 

Sr. 

Haveing saluted you and assured you of my most Humble 
respects this is to acquaint you That | am here to put in 
execution the orders of my Ld. Generall with as much 
expedition as I can, the Coppy I send you by this Opertunity 
Containes the purport which I would not ommitt being soe 
neare you as alsoe to informe you of the Kings intent pursuant 
to the orders Sent to my Ld. Generall which hee received the 
sth of August 1683 to Cause you entirely to Quitt the Bay of 
Hudson to effect it by all meanes possible, and not to Spare any 
thing, Wherefore Sr. I have taken the Freedome to write these 
lynes to advise you as a good freind, to retire with all your 
People as soon as you Can for, I have lately received a Letter 
from my Ld. Generall whoe writes that hee is sending me more 
men to encrease the number which I| have, That I may goe and 
take possession of the place where you are and of all the Bay 
soe Soon as those men shalbe Come to me without further 
delay Therefore Sr. I should bee Sorry (haveing had the Honor 
to See Mr. Bayly Drank Eaten & Lodged Two or Three 
nights with him in your Fort, whereof hee did only not make 
us Master’s) and besides haveing lived soe long your Neighbour 
now to bee forced to fight to obtaine that place I doe assure you 
Sr. It would bee my extreame greife, Neverthelesse Sr. I desire 
you would doe me the favour to write to me by this Opertunity 
and to lett me know your intent, and what you would have me 
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doe, for I shall tell you by the way, That If I can doe any thing 
for you, I shall doe it with all my heart, and to the end that 
neither you nor I may be Surprized when this matter shalbe put 
in execution as there are all Likelyhood it will bee, I doe allsoe 
assure you Sr. That as to my part I shall endeavour to facilitate 
all things of which you may bee assured, Desireing you to 
beleive that I am and ever shalbe 
Sr. Your most humble & affectionate Servt. 


ZBOUuIETT. 


In the begining of March 1685 a Detatchmt. of Two 
Hundred Frenchmen under the Comand of Chevalier de 
Troyes an experienced Coll. of the French Kings left Canada in 
order to the takeing of Hudson’s Bay, whoe arrived at Hayes 
Island in Moose River upon the 7th June last in the night, 
whoe had with them a Couple of Indian’s for their Guides, The 
French lay Concealed in the Woods refreshing themselves till 
the 11 1n the Morneing dureing which tyme Sending every 
night forth 3 or 4 of their partye to Discover and See in what 
posture the Factory was in and putting their Gunsticks in the 
Great Guns all which they found unloaded and all our people 
Secure in their bedds keepeing noe Watch notwithstanding the 
Cautions given Mr. Bridgar in my Letter at Christmas telling 
him what a Shame and disgrace it would bee to bee Surprized a 
Second tyme by them; The roth of June Mr. Bridgar left his 
Factory at Hayes Islands purposeing for Rupert River on what 
errant I know not haveing noe such orders from me takeing 
with him all the Officers in the Country as Brownson, Garland, 
Norbury, Outlaw, Miners, and Oake the next morneing as day 
appeared eee 11 of June as above expressed the French 
Surprized the Factory whoe found therein Two Indian Women 
One in Anthony Dowrage Cabbin whome Bridgar left Cheife 
and the other in John Fortnam’s, haveing soe easily made 
themselves Masters of that place and Understanding that the 
Craven lay Wind bound at Willow Island about 4 or 5 miles 
from the Factory, resolved ymediately to goe and Surprize her 
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as she lay at Anchor with the Company therein, and in order 
thereunto sent away Severall Canoes for that purpose, whoe 
that night rounded the Vessell and found them very remisse in 
their Duty Neverthelesse as wee since have heard from them 
they tooke it into Consideracion and thought it better to 
desist from takeing her till she arrived at Rupert River and 
then Surprize both Factory and her togeather, which they did 
at onnce the 23th of June by break of day ymediately they 
Shipt aboard the Craven all merchandize and what else was 
worth any thing and then fired the house leaveing our men to 
remaine there till further order with a little powder shott and a 
nett to gett their liveings, and Directed their Course back for 
hayes Island where the French tooke in the Great Gun’s of that 
place in Order to the attacking of us at Albany River, They were 
very industrious to prevent the Indians giveing us notice and 
soe Successfull in all their undertakeings that Wee had not 
above two hour’s notice before they arrived in our River which 
was on Fryday evening the 9th July but their Spyes as they have 
Since told us came two dayes before to find in what posture wee 
were, on Satturday and Sunday being the 10 & 11 The 
French Spent their tyme in Veiweing and Draweing out the 
Forme and Figure of our Factory in order to the raiseing a 
Battery for the best annoyeing us which they did soe 
advantageiously that Wee Could not bring above two of our 
Guns to beare on them and those were not able to harme or 
prevent them on Monday the 12th French sent us a Summons 
to deliver up the Factory and all that belonged to the Company 
for Satisfaction for what was taken from them at Port Nellson 
or else wee must expect the utmost of their Severity I Returned 
answere that their Demand was very Surprizeing and the more 
because there was noe rupture betwixt the Two Crownes 
therefore did not looke upon them as a faire enemie and would 
defend it as long as I was able, after the Drum whoe brought 
the Summons was returned that evening and next morneing 
they passed over Sixty men as Wee were afterwards informed 
whoe lay under the bancks and bushes round the Factory and 
when ever our men appeared Shott at them, Wee noe sooner 


Discovered their Lodgmt. but by our fireing Wee obliged 
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them to Quitt their post, in this Ingagemt. the French owne, 
one Killed and Two Wounded, Wee have reason to beleive 
Considerable more They Continued hard at Work in raiseing 
their Battery Conveing their Ordinance through the Woods, till 
they had finished there worke; In the interim our men had 
Severall Mutinous Caballs amongst themselves, for Delivering 
up the Factory Occasioned by Outlaw’s Gunner Declareing it 
impossible to hold it out against the Enemies Battery and soe 
many men incessantly alarmeing us, and for his part hee would 
goe and through himselfe upon the French and accordingly 
Came to me desireing leave soe to doe some of our men were 
incensed against him and Swore they would Shoote him if hee 
did not use his best endeavour to hold it out after many words 
had past hee and the rest went to their Charge promiseing to 
Stand it out to the last, On Wednesday the French were very 
Still not discovering themselves to us but at a Distance 
designeing if Wee sent forth any Spyes to Surprize them that 
Wee might bee in the Dark as to their Proceedings. Thursday 
the 15th I sent out two men Francis Cave and John Meacham 
very well armed to observe the Enemyes posture whoe assured 
me that the Battery was finished and all the Great Guns that 
were at Hayes Island the French had brought with them and 
planted against us and that they Saw them loading and did 
believe wee should heare from them in a few hour’es accordingly 
at Eight that Evening before the Watch was Sett they 
Discharged Five Guns at us which Wee returned with Three 
Setting a strict watch expecting a brisk assault next morneing 
by break of day severall of our men as Phill. Scovell Hugh 
Mitchell John Meacham Edward Coles &c. Came to me in 
behalfe of the rest desireing me to Deliver up the Factory 
urgeing the impossibiltye of holding out, but I sent them away 
Reproaching them with Cowardize and telling them what a 
Shame and Disgrace it would bee to betray their Trust, The 
next morneing proveing Foggy being July 16th they began to 
play upon us with their great Guns betweene 6 and 7 a Clock 
and then Continue Dischargeing against us till about Three or 
Four a Clock in the afternoon dureing which tyme Wee 
Received 173 shott at length our men apprehending they saw 
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the French goeing to raise another Battery on the other side 
our Factory and then Cryed out it was ympossible to endure or 
hold out whereupon Frederick Johnson John Meacham Wm. 
Arrington, Phill. Scovell Hugh Mitchell Edward Coles John 
Stevens Wm. Folder and Edward Evans came to me on 
behalfe of themselves and the rest telling me plainely that they 
had Stood by me as long as they Could and if I would not goe 
and treate with them for its delivery they would goe and doe it 
themselves urgeing as they had often afore that should any of 
them loose a Legg or Arme or bee kil’d they much doubted 
whither the Company would take Care of them or their 
Children, Whereas if they Served the King they were Certaine 
of a pension they allsoe affirmed that they had heard that One 
Thomas Colborne haveing lost his Arme at Port Nelson in the 
Companyes Service they refused afterwards to entertaine him or 
give him the least recompence for his said losse which was a 
great Discouragemt. to them they added allsoe that it was 
ympossible to expect any Releife Whereupon I was enforced 
to Send and Desire a Conference with the French Comander 
the Midway betwixt our Factory and their intrenchmt and 
Conclude on Articles which if performed had been tollerable 
for the Companyes Servants altho I Could gett none for the 
advantage of the Company. 
HEN. SERGEANT 

eee oe \ November the 4th 1687 


Whereas Governor Sergeant has reported that all or most 
of his men would not Stand by him but desired him to yeild up 
the Fort Albany to the French Wee here underwritten whoe 
belonging to the aforesaid Factory doe Declare That Wee know 
nothing of the Flagg of Truce goeing out before the tyme Wee 
saw it without the Factory for Wee promised and with Gods 
helpe determined to Stand to it soe long as Wee had life, 
and It was asked him what hee meaned by the Flagg of Truce 
by Severall of us that was upon the Northwest Flancker. And 
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Wee doe likewise declare that Wee never heard the Governor 
desire to Fire a Gunn or gave any order what was to bee Done 
For Severall tymes Wee asked him if Wee should fire or 
Contrive some meanes to oppose the French; his Answere 
allwayes was doe what you please, likewise it was Strange to 
most of us that the Governor should have Suffered the French 
at their first Comeing with the Flagg of Truce to Come and 
Continue neare a house within the Factory as likewise his 
goeing out of the Factory himselfe with the Flagg of Truce 
into the French power, and Sent his owne boat back to the 
Factory for a Bottle of Wyne and a Glasse to Drink with the 
French while hee was amakeing Articles with them It is a 
thing that was never the like heard of, There is severall 
Remarkeable faileings in Governor Sergeant which is too 
tedious here to insert but wee are Willing when Demanded to 
Declare especially James Muddie of us Underwritten, whoe 
was privy to some of his Concernes as likewise Governor 
Sergeant has reported that hee had from under Severall of the 
mens hands that was in the Factory to Deliver up the Fort to 
the French Wee never heard any such thing but knoweth it to 
bee false. 
the Committee p 18 November 1687 

JAMES MUDIE 

THO. BANNATINE 

ANTHONY X_ BIELE 


his marke. 


The Hudson’s Bay Company’s Charge against Mr. Henry 
Sergeant their late Governor for the losse of their Factoryes att 
the Bottome of the Bay. 

1. That the said Mr. Sergeant gave order to Mr. Phipps 
to Fortify Moose River and after the arriveall of the Frenchmen 
that Came as Spies hee ordered him to desist, althé every thing 
was gott ready and the Foundation of One of the Flanckers 
was laid. 
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2. That dureing the tyme of his Governmt. the said Henry 
Sergeant was often heard amongst his men to use these 
discourageing expressions viz. that if at any time it should 
happen that the French should assault the place every man 
must provide for himselfe, and that hee would doe well enough 
for himselfe and family, And when some of his men told him 
they expected to live farr more easy under Mr. Bridger’s 
Governement hee bidd them not trouble their heads about that 
for the said Bridger should never bee Governor there. 

3. That the said Mr. Sergeant did not Secure the Three 
Frenchmen? and their papers and Commissions by Confineing 
them to one place altho it plainely appeared they came as Spyes 
But instead thereof hee furnished them with provisions and 
sent them to every Factory which enabled them to make 
Discoveryes of their Scituations and Fortifications and was the 
onely thing that encouraged them to make the late attacque. 

4. That hee did not ymploy the men under his Comand in 
makeing Fortificacions but hee disarmed all his men just before 
the French Came. 

5. That when the said Mr. Sergeant found the French had 
taken some of the Companyes Factoryes and had Summoned 
him to Deliver up his Factory and when hee see them raise a 
Fort and Battery of Gun’s against his Factory hee tamely letts 
them proceede without fireing upon them or giveing them the 
least opposicion whilst they were doeing the same. 

6. That the said Mr. Sergeant was well furnished with 
men Gun’s Amunition and Provision’s for defence of his 
Factory and hee found that the Shott the French made neither 
Killed his men, nor hurt his Factory and hee well knew their 
powder and shott must in a little tyme bee Spent, and they 
forced to withdrawe, yett hee the said Mr. Sergeant goes out 
of his Factory and Voluntarily Surrenders the place to the 

Exd. French. 
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Articles agreed upon betweene Chevalier de Trozes 

Cheife Comander for the Detatchmt. of the NorthWest 

and Henry Sergeant Esqr. Governor for the English 
Company of Hudson’s Bay Fuly the 16th 1686. 

Imprimis It is agreed upon to deliver up the Fort togeather 
with all the Goods belonging to the said Company which is 
to bee Scheduled for the mutuall Cleareing of us forenamed 
and Satisfaction of all partyes. 

2. It is agreed upon that all the Companyes Servants at 
Albany River shall enjoy all Weareing Apparell belonging to 
themselves. 

3. That the aforesaid Henry Sargeant Esqr. Governor shall 
enjoy and possesse all that properly belongs to himselfe and that 
his Minister his Three men Servants and his Maid Servant shall 
Constantly bee pmitted. to remaine with him and attend him. 

4. That the said Chevalier de Trozes shall Convey all the 
Companyes Servants to Charlton Island there for to expect 
English Shipps for their Transportacion and if English 
shipps should not arrive there the aforesaid Chevalier de 
Trozes is to assist them with what Vessells the Country affords 
for their Conveyance into England. 

5. That the said Chevalier De Trozes shall deliver to the 
said Hen. Sergeant Esqr. Governor or his Storehouse keeper 
such necessary provisions as shalbe thought fitting and 
necessary to Carry them for England, if noe shipp Comes 
from thence and in the meane tyme to give them such 
Sustenance as shalbe Sufficient for them. 

6. That all the Storehouses shalbe locked up and the Keyes 
delivered to the said Chevalier de Trozes his Leiuetenant that 
nothing may bee in the said houses ymbezelled till accompt 
bee taken according to the first Article. 

7. That the Governor and all the Companyes Servants at 
Albany River shall Come out of the Fort and deliver it up to 
the said Chevalier de Trozes, all men (the Governor and his 
sonne excepted) being without Armes which is to be forthwith. 

ER CHEVALIER DE TROYES 
HEN. SERGEANT  Govr. 
1 T.e., July 26, French style. 


320 LETFERS OU DWAR Dac 


Honoble. Gentlemen 

In September 1685 I Received a Packett from One Monsr. 
Joylett Master of a French Factory neare 300 Miles from 
Ruperts River which Packett Conteyned a Letter for Mr. 
Sergeant another for me and the Coppy of a French Commission 
that came from France for the takeing of the Bay the aforesaid 
Joillett being acquainted with me in Governor Bayly’s tyme 
gave me this advise pretending to bee my freind and adviseing 
me to remove before the French Came, as soon as the Rivers 
were frozen I sent the aforesaid packett to Governor Sergeant 
by John Fullerton (whoe is now at London) to know from the 
Governor what I should doe and how I should fortifye my selfe 
if the French should Come, Governor Sergeant Sent me a 
Coppy of his Letter and his Commission Translated into 
English and wrote to me that it was a french trick yett 
notwithstanding when Summer Came I haveing Capt. 
Outlawes Carpenter I went about Fortifyeing my selfe, and 
had allmost finished what I intended when on the 23th June 
1686 about 3 hour’s before day I was most Vehemently 
assaulted by a Considerable Quantity of French Soldiers & 
Canadians for the Space of halfe an hour and after they had 
fired above 1000 Small Shott 2 Great Gun’s with Severall hand 
Granadoes they throwe into the house and had undermined the 
house in ‘I'wo Severall places haveing powder ready to blowne 
it up, there being Two Wounded in the house I was forced to 
yeild upon Quarters which they offered long before I was 
taken and Called to me, Mr. Bridger was Prisoner and the 
Craven was taken The Comander of the Soldiers le Troy was 
soe Severe that hee tooke possession of all I had and would not 
soe much as give me a Neckeloth, but some 3 or 4 hour’s after 
Called me to examinacion and asked me Severall Questions as 
Concerneing the Strength of Albany River and where Capt. 
Outlaw’s Shipp was Cast away and what Signe the Shipps made 
that came from England none of which Question’s I would 
Resolve them which Stubernesse of mine with Severall peirt 
question’s | asked him and how they durst come and assault us 
there being noe Warre betwixt England and France as likewise 
Le Troy seing Severall Indians Crye and Compassionate 
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my Condicion as likewise hee was Informed how that I 
intended to a blowne up the Factory which exasperated 
him to Confine me prisoner not Suffering either English or 
Indian to Speake with me for feare I should made some 
Insureccion, when they had taken all out of the Factory and 
burned it they went away leaveing 18 Soules of us without any 
Victualls for our Sustenance, and God Knoweth how hardly 
Wee fared for the tyme they were gon to Albany River it being 
the Scarcest tyme for provisions in all the yeare and after that 
the French had taken Albany River and arrived at Ruperts 
River to take away the Yaucht I had Severall tymes Conference 
and many Argumts. with Monsr. de Bervill and a Jesuit 
Father! whoe was the Cheife Comander after Le Troy went 
away how they Could answere the affront they had done the 
King of England in burneing and wasting his Country with 
fire and Sword and in killing and famishing his Subjects 
De Bervell’s answer was that the King of England would not 
Quarrell with his Brother the King of France for such a Small 
trifle as likewise the said De Bervill told me that hee durst not a 
Come to assault us if hee had not had a Commission from the 
King of France which Commission if hee had wanted hee 
could expect nothing but hanging pointing to his throate when 
hee Spoak it. 
HUGH VERNER 

oth Decembr. 1687 


The Answere of Henry Sergeant late Governor of 
Hudson’s Bay to the Charge against him by the Honble. 
Hudson’s Bay Company, as followeth. 

To the First Article the said Henry Sergeant saith that true 
it is hee gave order to Mr. Phipps to Fortifye Moose River but 
denyeth that hee did at any time order the said Phipps to desist 
either before or after the arriveall of the French. 

To the Second Article hee saith that all and every pticuler. 
thereof is altogeather false and a Meere fiction and for the said 
Honoble. Compa. further satisfaction therein hee is ready to 

1 Pére Silvy. 
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depose upon his Oath that hee did never speake any such 
words as in the said Article is expressed nor any thing tending 
thereto, or did ever entertaine a thought of such nature. 

To the Third Article hee saith that about the Midle of July 
1684 hee being then at Albany River Three Frenchmen’ came 
within Two miles of that Factory and Sent a Couple of Indians, 
to Mr. Sandford the Trader to desire to Speake with him upon 
which it was thought fitt to send Mr. Sandford with Three men 
well armed in two Canoes to them to know their buisnesse 
Mr. Sandford Came back and brought one of the Frenchmen 
with him whoe upon examinacion produced a passe under the 
Great Seale of the Canada Company for their peaceable passage 
to Port Nelson to fetch Eight Frenchmen that Were left there 
the yeare before and hee requested a few pease a little powder 
and Shott (provisions being Short) assureing that if any English 
should fall in their way they would shew the like humanity, and 
not apprehending them to bee Spyes it was thought fitt to 
Supply them therewith And the said Henry Sergeant further 
saith that in a few dayes after hee departed to Charlton Island 
and in his absence when and in what manner the said 
Frenchmen returned to Albany River and were sent away 
thence by Mr. Sandford and when and in what manner they 
returned thither againe the Second tyme and were Secured and 
Comitted to the Care and Custody of Mr. Knight and for 
what reason’s and how two of them escaped from Mr. Knight, 
all these doe at large appeare in the Journall? already before their 
honors to which the said Henry Sergeant referreth. And hee 
further saith that the said Frenchmen were not at first 
apprehended to bee Spyes nor did hee the said Henry Sergeant 
doe any thing relateing to them but with the advise and Consent 
of the said Mr. Knight and Sandford Nor were the said 
Frenchmen furnished Supplyed or removed otherwise or for 
any other reason but as in the said Journall, and all this done 
with the greatest faithfullnesse and Sincerity. 

To the Fourth Article hee saith that hee gave orders and 
pressed earnestly the finishing of the Fortifications at Moose 


1 See pp. 168, 187, 318. 
2 This has not been found in the Company’s archives. 
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and Rupert Rivers and at Albany River where hee resided, hee 
prepared sufhcient Timber and all Squared to doe the like as 
Mr. Bridger his Successor should think good And hee further 
saith that according to the Constant practice of his predecessors 
hee did yearely Call for every man’s armes to take an accompt 
of them, that their Honors might have a true accompt of all 
their affaires, and at the same tyme did deliver out Armes for 
the Safety of the Factory Sufficient for all the Watches, and all 
the rest of the Armes were ready upon any occasion, Hee did 
moreover Constantly keepe 46 pistolls and Small Armes 
Loaded and all the halfe pikes and Halberts were allwayes 
ready for any Service, And as to the Fort in every Flancker 
the Guns were all Loaded with powder the baggs of Shott 
Lyeing by the Carriages The Four Guns in the Yard all 
mounted and Charged the Great Gun Secureing the Gate was 
allwayes loaded with powder and Shott soe that there is not the 
least Collour for the Charge in this Article. 

To the Fifth Article hee saith that hee referr’s their Honors 
to the Narrative allready given them by which it appeareth that 
hee made resistance by fireing against the French as Could best 
bee performed dislodgeing them from the Brushes under which 
they Sheltred untill they retired under the bancks where the 
Guns could not annoy them and the French acknowledged that 
One of their men was killed and two wounded. 

To the Sixth and last Article hee saith that the French fired 
against the Factory 173 Shott in One day 36 of which were 
taken up in the Factory and that by thus fireing upon the 
Flanckers the men were not able to Stand to their Charge And 
that the men were not killed or wounded is wholly to bee 
attributed to Gods mercy And as to soe much of this and the 
former Article as Chargeth him with tamely letting the French 
proceede without fireing upon them or giveing them the least 
opposition while they were makeing their Battery and that hee 
well knew that the French Shott and powder must in a little 
time bee Spent and Consequently they forced to withdrawe, 
Hee saith that the said Allegations are both Scandalous and 
false, And that by the accompts of Moose and Rupert Rivers 
when the French Surprized them it appeared that there was 
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7523 li. of powder 16428 li. of Shott besides the Iron Shott 
and Granadoes and besides what they brought with them from 
Canada, And hee denyeth it to bee true that hee Voluntarily 
went out to the French and Surrendred the Factory, but as in 
the said Narrative is Sett forth, soe hee hereby againe affirmes 
that hee was inforced to Article as well as hee Could his owne 
men Mutining and Declareing they would not any Longer 
Stand by him but upon his refuseall would ymediately deliver 
him and the Factory up. 


May it please the Right Honoble. 
the Adventurers of England Tradeing 
to Hudson’s Bay. 
London 17th Fanry. 1687/8 

To take notice that in pursuance of your Honors Comands 
Wee whose names are hereunto Subscribed doe present you 
with the followeing relacion being the truth of the Misfortunes 
which befell us after Wee were left by Governor Sargeant and 
the rest of your Servants whoe ymbarqued on your yatch for 
Port Nelson the roth Septembr. 1686 she not being Capeable 
of receiveing any more people a board her ‘Twenty two 
miserable psons. of us had nothing to propose but to fling our 
Selves upon the Mercy and Goodnesse of the French, for 
releife and in order thereto 17 Ditto Wee imbarqued on a 
Shallopp that was built out of the Wreck of the Swuccesse the 
Weather proveing soe bad that Wee Could not depart sooner 
and then meeting with extremity of Wind wee were forced to 
Point Comfort Where wee lost our shallopp and endangered 
our owne lives, the Weather Continueing soe extreme bad Wee 
were forced to remaine Six dayes there The 19th Wee Sett 
forward for Moose River haveing nothing of provision but 
what Providence afforded us and about the first October wee 
arrived there where Wee found a very Cold Recepcion with 
the French, admitting none but Phillipp Cowell to give an 
accompt of our necessityes. The Comander in Cheife the next 
day Came over the River unto us & told us that hee Could not 


JANUARY 17, 1688 325 


furnish us with any provisions and that the Canoes were gon 
to Canada some dayes before, but at last urgeing our 
deplorable Condicion hee was pleased to promise us Guns 
Powder shott and Netts and would endeavour to prsuade. the 
Indians that Remained about the Factory to take what they 
Could with us along with them and they were soe kind to 
accept of 12 of us the other Tenne Stayed about the Factory 
at some distance till the Geese forsooke them, then haveing 
but One Canoe wee were Constrained to Stay till the River was 
frozen where Wee endured great extremity of Hunger, and 
thought Crow’s Martins and such like Choyse Vyands, Three 
of us adventured through much danger of Ice over the River 
to the Comander to acquaint him in what a famisheing 
Condicion wee were in, whose answere was that Wee must 
part our Selfes, or else Wee should Starve one another, 
Confineing us that night in a Cellar Dark as a Dungeon giveing 
us next day about a bushell and a halfe of Malt which was 
about the 22th ditto the said 3 men returned to their fellow 
Sufferers and accordingly Seperated our Selves, some goeing 
to Sett hooks to See if Could take any fish others endeavouring 
to gett Snowe shoes, for our Winters travaileing about the 7th 
Novembr. Wee mett all at Washiscaw, except two whome the 
French pretended to Send with some of their men to Canada, 
but the French knew the way noe further then Ruperts River, 
soe returned affording Daniel Lane and Thomas Amphell (the 
2 went with them) not halfe the allowance they themselves Eate, 
about the 12th Decembr. Wee Went to the French requesting 
some powder and Shott to kill partridge after a Debate among 
themselves they granted, but did not Suffer us to enjoy the 
Warme house for a nights tyme, which would have mightily 
refreshed our fatigated Spiritts, the 15th Wee went for Seile 
River where wee Spent our powder and Shott and about the 
6th Janry. wee went to the French againe for more, which wee 
obtained not onely then, but at other tymes in Small Quantityes, 
about the roth February John Shaw and John Fortner were 
desireous to see if any Vessell was at Charlton, or not whoe 
attempted a tedious long Journey being reduced to such 
necessity to Eat old breeches, Pillowbeers, and the like of 
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Leather which they found on board the Shallopp mencioned 
before to bee lost at Point Comfort, where one of them was 
taken blind and the other Lame soe were in great Jeopardy of 
Looseing both their lives whils’t they were there Came two 
Frenchmen to them, whoe Demanded Strictly of them what 
made them there whose Answere was they came to Seeke 
partridges, they understood the French designed for Charlton 
Island which made them desist, however the English observeing 
the French to bee well Stored with provisions and other 
necessaryes they besought some of them but were refused, 
About the Eleaventh of March these two mett three of our 
men in the bottome of the Bay, whoe told us that many of the 
English were almost Starved haveing had nothing to Eate but 
Berryes for a Considerable tyme, then wee went againe to 
ymplore the Frenches Comisseracion of us, whoe gave us Ice 
Chisells Twine and the like to Sett hooks with but proved 
ineffectuall after haveing Spent much tyme in Cutting of the 
Ice could Catch but One or Two Small Fish in a day for 3 or 
4 people soe that Wee were forced to begg the Indians Fish 
bones and Gutts to eat to Supply our Insatiable hunger and 
when Complaint was made to the French Comander his answere 
was, if wee Could not gett to keepe us alive wee must bury one 
another, about the 14th Aprill wee went to Seeke for Geese, 
Which were soe Scarce that two of us eat two Indians Doggs, the 
First of May the French removed us up the River to an Island 
where they lett us have but one Canoe to tend our Netts, 
takeing it away from us by night haveing but ill Successe there 
wee were forced to eat Fearne Doggs Leather hearbs or any 
thing Could gett devideing it by weight, about this tyme wee 
understood that 4 of the English were dead and had been 
observed to have been Dragged up and Downe and eaten with 
Vermen June the 8th they ordered us with some French for 
Ruperts River giveing us nothing of Sustenance some of our 
men had the favour to goe in the Craven, the French haveing 
put Severall great Gun’s on board her and in their passage met 
the Hayes Sloop whome the French had taken killing two of 
her men the Master Michael Grimington being on Shore 
forced the other to Saile her leaveing him 15 dayes upon an 
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Island (where hee was Cutting a peece of Timber to mend his 
Rudder) being allmost dead before they fetched him away, the 
22th wee departed from Nemiscawe where Wee remained 
Fishing till the Canoes arrived from Canada, the 29th July 
wee were ordered 2 English and two French in a Canoe 
forceing us to Carry much of their ludgage giveing us but 
little victualls and at One tyme eate nothing but Berry’s for 
about 7 dayes Septembr. 12 wee arrived Att Canada where 
wee were kept Strictly on board a Shipp not Suffering us to 
goe on Shoare, and there wee were Constrained to peticion ere 
Could gett any thing to defend us from the Cold, they gave us 
as little as possible they Could, but told us if any would Stay 
they should have all imaginable encouragemt. about the 12th 
October they devided us on board Severall Shipps bound for 
France, onely they Comanded Michael Grimington and John 
Egerman on shoare Contrary to their Wills, about the First 
December the first of us arrived at Rochell where wee were 
Carryed to one Mr. Stockee an English Merchant whoe 
accomodated us with Foode for 5 dayes, and hee told us wee 
must goe to St. Martins and obtaine passage on the best termes 
wee Could some found Mas. whoe had leaky Vessells soe kind 
as to give it them others of us were forced to promise paymt., 
whereby all that Survived of us are arrived except Five or Six 
whome wee dayly expect, thus haveing given your honors an 
ample and true accompt of all the misfortunes that befell us 
after the departure of the Yatch, Wee beseech God to Grant 
your honors prosperity and to defend us from the like adversity 
Wee are 
Your honors most humble Servts. 
EDWARD COLES JOHN SHAWE 
WM. ARRINGTON JOHN FORTNAM 
the marke of JOHN RUSSELL HOUGH MITCHELL 
Xx WM. FOLDER 
HUGH ROSS 
FRANCIS CAVE 


Coppy of His 
Mattes. Letter 
forpreventing 
Hostilities 
Betweene the 
English and 
French in 
America 
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James R.1 

Right trusty and Welbeloved wee greet you well Whereas 
for the Composeing of Severall disputes and differences that 
have arisen betweene our Subjects and the Subjects of our good 
Brother the most Christian King in America and for the 
preventing further Occasions of Controversy in those parts Wee 
have thought fitt to Constitute and appoint Commissioner’s to 
Treate with the Commissioners appointed by our said good 
Brother the most Christian King for the purpose aforesaid as 
allsoe to Settle and determine the bounds and Lymitts of the 
Collonye’s Islands and Territoryes within our respective 
Dominion’s or Depending on us in America for the 
accomplishmt. whereof a further tyme wilbee requisite in 
regard of the distance of those places from whence the 
necessary Informacions are to bee received, Wee have 
therefore authorized and ympowered our said Commissioners 
to Signe & Seale an Instruemt. with the Comrs. of the most 
Christian King for the preventing all acts of Hostillity or 
Violent proceedings betweene our respective Subjects a Coppy 
whereof is herewith sent unto you, and Wee doe accordingly 


1 There are also copies in English in A. g/1, fos. 44d.-45, A. 9/2, fo. 39-39d., 
P.R.O., C.O. 135/1, pp. 121-2, and C.O. 135/2, pp. 84-5. A. 6/2, fo. od., 
Governor and Committee to George Geyer at Port Nelson, June 2, 1688, “‘ Wee 
send you herewith the Copy of the Truce Concluded betweene our King and the 
Most Christian King, which you See is to forbear all hostillityes and live in good 
mutuall Correspondencyes untill the First of January next and further untill 
other orders Come from both Kings which Wee are enjoyned to require you to 
observe, the French doeing the like on their parts, But in case the French should 
bee the Agressors and renew hostillityes & provocations, upon you or upon any 
of your men Reason then will Dictate, to you, and you have free liberty to repell 
force with force, and not onely soe in your owne Defence but wee doe allsoe 
order & enjoyne you, to pursue your advantage, and upon such Just Opertunityes 
as much as in you lyes to Recover his Maties. rights & our’s which were unjustly 
Seized, and Dureing the quiett behaviour on both sides are only under 
Deliberation, betweene the T'wo Kings And therefore Wee referr the Corduct in 
such Cases of Advantage to your resolution & Courage to improve the utmost 
that you Can, in which you may be Sure to deserve thanks and Rewards both 
from his Matie. and us too.” Similar remarks were included in a letter from the 
Governor and Committee dated June 18, 1688, to Captain John Marsh, who 
was instructed to make a new settlement in Albany River “ without annoying the 
French, or Disturbeing them, unless they Assault him ” (A. 6/2, fos. 6d., 20d.). 


JAN. 22, 1688, and DEC. 1, 1687 329 


expect from you a Conformity to our directions herein by 
avoiding all Occasions of misunderstanding betweene our 
Subjects and those of the most Christian King without 
prmitting. any hurt to bee done them in their psons. or Estates 
untill the 1/11 day of Fanry. 1688/9 and after that tyme untill 
Wee Shall Send you new orders under our Signe Manuall it 
being our pleasure that you entertaine a good Correspondence 
with the Governor and Officers of the said King in those parts 
and Take Care that noe Just Complaint bee brought unto us 
against you in that behalfe and soe Wee bidd you heartily 
farewell From our Court at Whitehall the 22d day of Fanuary 
1687 in the Third yeare of our Reigne 

By his Maties. Comand 

SUNDERLAND P.C. 

To our Right Trusty and Welbeloved 
John Lord Churchill Governor of the 
Company of Adventurers of England 
Tradeing into Hudson’s Bay. 


Whereas the most serene and mighty Prince James the 
Second King of Great Brittaine and the most Christian King 
have thought fitt to Constitute Commissioners Vizt. The said 


Coppy of the 
Instrument’ for 
the Quteting all 
Disputes 


King of Great Brittaine The Right Honoble. Robert Earle of Betweene the 


Sunderland Prsident. of his Maties. privy Councell and One 
of the Principall Secretary’s of State Charles Earle of Midleton 
allsoe Principall Secretary of State and Sidney Lord Godolphin 
Lords of his Masties. privy Councell and on the other side the 
most Christian King has thought fitt to appoint the Sieur Paul 
Barrillon D’Amancourt Margs. de Branges One of his 
Councellors of State in Ordinary and his Embassedor 
Extraordinary As likewise the Sieur Francis Dussion 
d’Bonrepeaux Councillor in all his Councells Reader in ordinary 
of his Bed Chamber and Intendant Generall of the Marine 
affaires for the execution of the Treaty Concluded the 6/16 of 

1 There is another copy in P.R.O., C.O. 135/1, pp. 119-21. A. 9/1, fos. 42-4, 
A. 9/2, fos. 37-9, and P.R.O., C.O. 135/2, pp. 79-83 contain copies in English 
followed by copies in Latin. 


English and 
French tn 
America 
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Novembr. in the yeare 1686 for the quieting and determineing 
all Controversyes and Disputes that have arisen or may 
hereafter arise betweene the Subjects of both Crown’s in 
America As allsoe to Settle and Determine the bounds or 
Lymitts of the Collonyes Islands Lands and Territoryes 
belonging to the said Kings and Governed by their respective 
Governors or otherwise depending on the said Kings 
respectively in America Wee the above named Comrs. by 
vertue of the powers granted unto us by the said King our 
Master doe by this present Instrumt. in their names promise 
agree and Stipulate that untill the 1/11 day of Janry. 168/9 
and afterwards from that day forwards untill their said most 
Serene Mattes. shall send any new and expresse orders in 
Writeing Concerneing this matter It shall not bee Lawfull for 
any Governor or Comander in Cheife of the Collonyes Islands 
Lands and Territoryes belonging to either Kings Dominions 
being in America to Committ any act of Hostility agt. or 
invade the Subjects of the other King nor shall the said 
Governor or Comandr. in Cheife upon any pretence whatsoever 
Suffer that any Violence bee done to them under Corporall 
punishmt. and penalty of makeing Satisfaccion with their goods 
for the Damage ariseing by such Contravencion nor shall any 
others doe the same under the like penaltye. 

And to the end the said Agreemt. may have the better effect 
Wee doe likewise stipulate that the said Most Serene Kings 
shall ymediately send the necessary order’s in that behalfe to 
their respective Governors in America and Cause authentick 
Copyes thereof to bee allsoe forthwith Delivered to the other 
party In Witness whereof Wee have mutually hereunto Sett 
our hands and Seales Given at the Palace at Whitehall the 1/11 
day of Febry. 1687 but this February should be December.? 


O® 


SUNDERLAND (Ls) 
P.C. BARILLON D’AMANCOURT 
MIDLETON (Ls) 
DUSSON D’BONREPEAUX 
GODOLPHIN (Ls) ; 
Exd. 


1 December is shown in the copies mentioned in n. 1, p. 329. 
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May it please the Right Honoble. the 
Adventurers of England tradeing to 
Hudson’s Bay 

That Whereas Wee your Honors humble Servants haveing 
understood that Mr. Henry Sergeant your late Governor of 
Hudson’s Bay hath slyly Suggested and insinuated to you that 
Wee were pson’s. Guilty of base pusillanimity & Cowardize 
therefore wee ymportuned him to Surrender the Factory at 
Albany River to the French which assertion is notoriously 
false and altogeather malitiously Contrived against us and it 
will the easier appeare soe, if you please to Consider that hee 
alledges nothing against the men that were at Albany River 
with us, and Came home with him, but onely reflects upon us 
whoe hee Supposed Dead among the French, but blessed bee 
God that Wee are here Safe arrived and are very Ready to 
Vindicate our Selves against any aspertion that may bee 
throwne upon us, The followeing is the truth of our behaviour 
after were beseiged about the 6th July the French arrived at 
Albany River and about 3 dayes after they Sent a Flagg of 
Truce unto us The Governor gave them an Answere but what 
it was is unknowne to us then they erected a Battery against 
our Factory, which Wee urged the Governor that Wee might 
fire upon them to prevent their proceedeing further against us, 
but hee utterly denyed us yett neverthelesse soe zealously 
affected wee were to your honors interest that some of us fired 
3 Gun’s against the French, at which Governor Sergeant was 
soe displeased that hee threatened to punish us for it that were 
Concerned in it, this Caused much dissatisfaccion amongst us 
(th6 noe mutiny as hee hath Declar’d.) for it was observed 
that after that Factory was beseiged all animosityes Ceased 
amongst us and Wee united firmely against the Enemy, 
and remained every man in his respective quarter’s untill 
such tyme as the Governor Comanded us to Surrendr. by 
which it may appeare to your honors how Willing wee were 
to maintaine your rights, and Mr. Sergeant was pleased to 
say that wee behaved our Selves like men and thanked us 
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for it and told us hee would report the same to your honors 
Wee are 
Your Honors most humble Servants 
EDWARD COLES 
HUGH. MITCHELL 
JOHN MECGHEN 
SIGNUM 

JOHN —|—|—-|— STEVENS 
WILLIAM FOLDER 
WILLIAM ARRINGTON 


Inter Gubernatorem et Societatem Adventurorum Angliee 
Negotiantes in Sinum Hudsonarum 
versus 
Henricum Sergeant. 

John Mechen, Edward Coles, Hugh Mitchell, and Wm. 
Folder, make Oath that they were in Albany Fort or Factory 
belonging to the Hudson’s Bay Company in London, as 
Servants of the Same Company in the month of July, 1686 
when the French Came to assault and take the said Fort And 
these Deponents Seeing the said French raiseing a Battery agt. 
the said Albany Fort thought it best to oppose and hinder the 
same And thereupon this Deponent Edward Coles and Some 
others in the said Factory Fired Three Guns from the said 
Factory against the said French, which as these Deponents 
have Since been Informed endangered at least Tenne or 
Twelve of the French as they were haleing up of a great Gunn 
And these Deponents say that Henry Sergeant Esqr. Cheife 
Agent and Governor for the said Company of the said Albany 
Fort upon the said Edward Coles and others their Fireing of 
the said 3 Guns agt. the said French was very Angry and 
forbidd the Fireing of any more Gun’s agt. the French and 
threatned hee would make him Suffer whoe should attempt to 
Fire another Gun without his order, And when the French 
observ’d wee left off fireing they proceeded to bring up their 
Great Gun’s, and within 3 dayes they raised a Battery agt. the 


PE Beer 0co, andy DEC? 16, 1692 233 


said Albany Fort, in which 3 dayes there was not a Gun fired 
from the said Fort to disturbe or hinder the French from 
raiseing the said Battery notwithstanding these Deponents 
urged their said Governor that they might fire upon the French 
to prevent their raiseing the said Battery, And these Deponents 
doe verily beleive that if their said Governor would have pmitted. 
his men to have fired agt. the French they might have hindered 
them from raiseing any Battery against the said Fort And that 
the said Governor might well have Defended the said Factory 
agt. the said French and Secured the same agt. the French 
their takeing of it, the said Factory then being well provided 
and furnished with men and all Sorts of Gun’s Ammunicion 
and provisions for it’s defence, And these Depts. say they 
verily beletve that the said Hudson’s Bay Compa. are Damnifyed 
and have lost in the Goods Stores and provisions in their said 
Factory of Albany Fort to the Value of at least Twenty 
Thousand pounds Sterling by the said Governor Sergeant his 
Surrender and Delivering it up to the French. 
aoe ss JOHN MECHIN 
Anno Dom, 1687 coram = EDWARD COLES 
JOHN POWELL WM. FOLDER 


London the 16 Decembr. 16921 

Mr. Giles Firmin 

Yours of the 15th & 29th March Last directed to Mr. 
Samll. Clarke Togeather with Invoice & Bill of Loading for 
18 Roles of Brazeill Tobacco, was Received by him for 
accompt. of the Honble. the Hudsons Bay Company they 
being wrote for at the Request of the said Company. I am 
now to acquaint you that Iam Comanded by them (To whome 
I belong) to give you Comission for the Buying of 12 or 16 
Roles more of the Choiceest Brazeill Tobacco you can gett, 

1 'This letter was apparently copied in error and should have been included in 


A. 6/2, which contains copies of outward correspondence from June, 1688, to 
June, 1696. 


Exd. 


Sept. the 15 


1604 


This Memoriall 
Togeather with 
the Deduction of 
Was 


damage 
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But withall I must Informe you that they are afraid you were 
Imposed upon in the Last percell in Respect of the Tare 
wherein you allow but 6 p. Cent when there ought to bee 
much more. By Reason of the Sticks which are of Brazeill 
wood Togeather with the Skin, soe that they thinke you ought 
to have 25 li. or 20 li. at the least 25 li. p. Role being the 
Customary Tare here, They Likewise Recomend to you to gett 
allowance in that Point upon the Last percell, If you find it 
dearer then the Last yeare, Buy onely 12 Roles But if Cheaper 
& of a good Quality then Buy 16 Roles & shipp them by the 
first opertunity as above, But withall they desier they may bee 
sent in a Right Portuguise bottome & soe Consigned that 
there may bee noe hazard but the Danger of the Seas. & for 
the Amount thereof you may pass your bill on me at short 
sight & at the most Advantageous Exchange which shall 
Receive all due honour from 


Your verry Humble servant 
WI POPTER 
Secr. to the Hudsons Bay Compa. 
Ps: 
what I meane (that there may bee noe hazard but the Danger 
of the seas) is that they may bee soe shipped that they may not 
Run a hazard of being Taken by the French through any other 
Consignement. 
To Mr. Giles 
Fermin Merchant 
In Oporto. 


To the Kings Most Excellent Majesty 4 

The Memoriall & humble Peticion of the Governr. & Compa. 
of Adventurers of England tradeing into Hudsons Bay. 
The said Compa. haveing suffered many Injuries & 

Depredations from the French in their Territories & Trade in 


1'This memorial was apparently entered in error and should have been 
included in A. 9/4, which contains copies of various petitions from 1688-1778. 
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Hudsons Bay, and perticulerly in the yeare 1686 in a time of 
Amity and the greatest Correspondency between the two 
Crownes were Invaded and assaulted by an Armed force from 
Canada, despoiled and dispossessed of three Factories in the 
Bottom of the Bay, lost above fifty Thousand Beavor skins & 
many Persons lives. For which unjust & cruell usages the sd. 
Compa. did make their Application in the late Reigne, setting 
forth their losses at large and Effectually mainetaineing the 
right of the Crowne of England to those Places, & that Trade, 
against all the Pretentions of the then French Embassadour, 
& for above twelve Months togeither sollicited for Remedy & 
sattisfaction for soe great Injuries. 

But not being able to obtaine any degree of sattisfaction, 
the sd. Compa. not onely despaired of Releife but were in 
Imminent dangar of haveing all the Remainder of their Interest 
in that Country & Trade Sacrificed to the French, if your 
Majesty’s happy Accession to the Throne (amongst many 
other Blessings to this Kingdome)? had not prevented it. 

That the said Compa. thereupon Flying to your Maties. 
Justice and Goodnesse as their onely sanctuary, & by their 
Humble Petition in April 1689 ? setting forth the full state of 
their sufferings and Humbly praying your Maties. Gratious 
Protection, your most Excellent Maty. was gratiously pleased 
soe farr to owne the said Compa. & their Rights, as to make the 
Injuries done to them one of the Articles & Just grounds of 
your Declaration of the Present Warr against the French King.® 

That notwithstanding the great charge & hazards in a time 
of Warr, the sd. Compa. have not been wanting to endeavour 


1 After King James II had fled to France the Governor and Committee wrote 
on June 6, 1689, to George Geyer at Port Nelson: “ It hath Pleased Allmight 
God to permitt a Wonderfull Change in these parts as the Prince of Oranges 
Landing here with an Army the Desercion of King James his forces his retireing 
out of the Kingdome, and the Prince & Princesse of Orange comeing to the 
Throne and haveing been Proclaimed & Crowned King & Queene of England 
&c. as at large you will perceive by the Bundle of Printed papers Sent herewith...” 
(A°6/2, fo 27), 

2 Copied in A. 9/4, fo. r1—11d. 

3 William declared war on Louis XIV on May 17, 1689, and so England fell 
into line with Holland and the other European Powers in the Grand Alliance. 


geven by the 
Gowvernr. to My 


Lad. Coningsby to 
bee presented to 
his Majgtee. In 
Flanders 
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to Right themselves, and in the yeare 1692 by vertue of a 
Comission and Authority from your Majesty, did at their owne 
charge sett out an Expedition to Recover their Factories and 
Just Rights in Hudsons Bay, wherein it pleased God to give 
them such success that they Recovered all their Places as the 
Rights of your Maties. Imperiall Crowne, & some part of 
sattisfaction for the Goods which they lost. 

And in Regard that the Justice of your Majestys Armes (By 
Gods Blessing) is likely to procure Repose & a lasting Peace 
to all Christendome, the said Compa. becomes Humble 
Petitioners to Your Most Excellent Matie. 

That whensoever your Matie. in your Great Wisdome shall 
thinke fitt to enter into a Treaty of Peace with the French 
King, your Petitioners may be taken into Your Maties. 
Royall Care and Protection And have Restitution made 
them for the great damages by them sustained, which 
amount to above Two hundred Thousand Pounds (as by 
the annexed perticuler) Which neverthelesse in the 
Quantum is Humbly submitted to your Maties. Royall 
Wisdome & Pleasure. And that the French by the sd. 
Treaty of Peace may Recognize your Maties. Just Right 
to all those places & Territories in Hudsons Bay & with 
in Hudsons Streights & not to sale the same, which they 
never pretended to till of late yeares, by Encroachments 
upon your Petitioners, & that your Petitioners for the 
future may be undisturbed in their said Rights Possessions 
and Irade: 
And your Petrs. shall ever Pray &c. 


1 James Knight was sent out in 1692 with three ships to recover the forts at the 
Bottom of the Bay. After spending the winter of 1692-93 off Eastmain River he 
sailed southwards and captured Albany (Fort Ste. Anne), Moose (Fort St. Louis), 
and Rupert River (Fort St. Jacques). 
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A deduction of Damage the Hudsons Bay Compa. of England 
have Sustained by severall Invasions from the French In 
America and are as followeth viz. 


1682 

In the yeare 1682 one Monsr. Dela 
Cheney & other private Merchants of 
Canada, did set out severall Ships & in a 
Piraticall manner Entred the Compies. 
Factory at Port Nelson and did then burne 
their houses seize on their Goods and 
Provisions & absolutely destroyed the sd. 
Compies. Factory there Carrying away Mr. 
Bridgar the Compies. Governour and about 
16 others of your Maties. Subjects Prisoners | 4. él. 
to Canada besides the Compa. lost at the same [ 25000. -. — 
time the ship Prince Rupert Zachary Gilham 
Comander with her Cargoe Provisions 
Amunitions &ca. and alsoe the Comander 
who with 5 men perished in the sd. ship, 
besides 6 others of your Maties. subjects by 
reason of that Invasion were forced into the 
woods where they perished all which upon a 
Modest Computation was to the Compies. 
damage at least 


1684 

In the yeare 1684 the French by 
Comission from Monsr. Dela Barr, the then 
Governr. of Canada with two ships and 50 
men entred the sd. Bay & proceeded to Port 
Nelson where they entred in an Hostile 
manner & Built a Fort above the Compies. 
Fort & Factory there & by that means 
intercepted the Compies. Trade with the 
Indians that yeare to the Compies. Damage 
of at Least 


LOQOG 


£35000. -. — 
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Brought over £35000. ~. — 
1685 
In July 1685 upon the returne of those 
ships to Canada they met with one of the 
Compies. ships called the Perpetuana 
Merchant Edward Hume Master within the 
straights mouth bound for Port Nelson with 
goods & provisions for the Releife & go00. —. — 
carrieing on their Facties. which ship the 
French tooke & Carryed her with her 
Master Marriners & 14 seamen prisoners 
to Quebeck in Canada to the Compies. 
damages at Least 


And to the damage of the Owners of the | 
sd. Ship by the Loss of their Ship & to the 
Master & seamen for their wages Cloth’s 
&ca. in all to the sume of 


1686 

In the yeare 1686 the French of Canada in 
a Piraticall manner did take & destroy three 
of the Compies. Forts & Factories at the 
Bottome of the Bay & alsoe three of their 
ships with very great Quantity of stores 
Provisions & Amunition laid in for many 
yeares Trade & alsoe tooke from the Compa. | 50000. —. — 
above 50000 Beavor skins, the French did 
likewise most Inhumanly turne out to sea in 
a smale Rotten vessell above 50 of his 
Maties. Subjects whome they killed or tooke 
prisonners to the Companies Damage 
upwards of 


Besides the French of Canada did for 5 
yeares before theire takeing & destroying 
the sd. three Forts & Ship’s as aforesd., 
privateley frequent & Trade within the 


1265.16. 


oe) 


20000. —. = 
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Brought over Aiviise.16.°4 
Limitts of the Compies. Charter, Lurkeing 

about theire Factories and Intercepting 

theire Trade with the Natives to the Compies 

damage of at least 10000 Beavr. skins which 

is Equovalent to 


1688 

That in June 1688 the Compa. set out 
two ships viz. the Churchill Capt. Bond & 
the Young Capt. Simson, whome the French 
surprized at the Bottome of the Bay 
Togeather with the Huband Capt. Smithsend 
who went the year before Carring the men} 10000. -. 
away prisoners to Canada & others they put 
on Board the sd. Huband with verry short 
allowance Insomuch severall dyed in theire 
passage to the damage of ships & goods 


upwards of 


| 


That the French were in Possession of the } 
Bottome of the Bay from the yeare 1686 to 
the yeare 1693 being seaven years whereby } 70000. -. — 
the Compa. were damnafied by the loss of 
theire Trade at Least £10000 p. Ann. & is 


That in the yeare 1692 the Compa. set ou 
an Expedition to Recover theire undoubted 
Right in the Bottome of the Bay, Taken from | 20000. -. 
them by the French in time of Peace, which 
Expedition of theires Cost above 


Totall Patirh ral, 


Lo) 


A Voyage to 
Churchill River 
Anno 1696 [1686 | 
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A Breife accott. of a Voyage made to Churchill River from 

Port Nelson River in the Hayes Sloope anno 1686 Vizt. 

By Michll. Grimington Mr. Abram, Mr. Hildsley, Martin 
Johnson John Warner & Benja. Wallis? 

They departed Port Nelson River the 25th June, but by 
reason of greate Bodyes of Ice Driveing on the shoare, they 
arrived not before the 15th July & found it in the Lattitude of 
59 & 8 Minutes on each side of the Rivers Mouth are High 
Mountaines, & 22 Fathome water and sayleing up the River 
wee saw many 1000ds. of white whales and soe tame that the 
were continually sporting round the sloope, and when wee 
went ashoare in our Canoe wee found them very Troublesome, 
& dangerous, neare over setting the Canoe, Wee found the 
Depth of the River very shelveing from 22 fathome at the 
Mouth, & not above 4 fathome neare the fall, wch. is about 
three Leagues from the Mounth, the ground all the way 
Muddy & Woosey, The Land on both sides Low, on the 
South side full of Trees and under wood, the North side Stoney 
& Barren noe Trees upon it, on the shoare wee found 
abondance of Indian Tents but saw noe Indians, wee suppose 
they were freighted by fireing our Guns or by our fireing the 
woods which burnt Eight dayes, on the shoare wee found two 
Iron Morter Pieces left there as wee Suppose by the Danes or 
Dutch anno 1673,? There were good store of Deere some white 
Beares & abondance of Partridges, wch. are supposed to Breed 
there Wee staid there Eight dayes & sett sayle back for Port 
Nelson River, where wee arrived the 25th day of July. 


1 See pp. 195, 198, 236, 237. 

2 This must refer to Jens Munk’s expedition to Churchill River. See C. ie 
Gosch (ed.), Danish Arctic Expeditions, 1605 to 1620 (London, The Hakluyt 
Society, 1897), II, “‘ The Expedition of Captain Jens Munk to Hudson’s Bay in 
Search of a North-West Passage in 1619-20”. 
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The times when the Compa. Presented theire Petitions to His 
Matie. Concerning the French Depredations, as also the 
Transaction with the French Comissioners. Viz. 


1686 


7 
February 17th 


1687 
Aprill 6 


1687 May 6 


1687 May 11 


1687 May 13 
1687 May 22 


1687 June 4 


A Petition Presented to His Matie. 
upon Advice Received that the 
French had taken 3 of the Compies. 
Forts & svi at the Bottome of the 
Bay 


A Petition Presented upon the same 
Subject 

Upon Monsr. Boon Repos. “Arrival 
A state of the Case between the 
Hudsons Bay Compa. & the French 
was delivered to the Lords 
Comissioners Appointed by His 
Matie. to Treate with the French 
Comissioners , 
A Letter wrote to the Governr. My 
Lord Churchill upon the arrivall of 
the French Comissioners ... ; 
Three Lettrs. wrote to the Dds 
Comissioners Appointed by His 
Matie. Concerning the Complies. 
Case . 

The Compies. GLE Dre eented to fre 
Lds. Comissioners at Windsor as 
also the English Title to Hudsons 
Bay & streights 191, 192, 193, 
The French Comissioners gave in 
their Answer to the Compies. Case & 
Title. 


poLo7* 


170 


Sisk! 


175 


1 This contemporary list was written on a separate sheet of double foolscap and 
inserted at the end of the volume. 
2 See pp. 216, 221, 222, 226, 227, 258-65. 
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1687 June 24 The Compa. gave in their Reply to 
the French answer desireing Mr. 
Blathwaite to Present the same to the 
Lds. Comissioners appointed by 
His Matie. 

1687 July 13 The second Memoriall of the French 
Comissioners to the Compies. 
Replycation was Read at the 
Comittee, Upon which Mr. Guydott? 
Radisons Father in Law was ordered 
to draw up his Conceptions to the 
French Comissioners 2d. Memoriall. 

1687 July 29 A Conference was held at Whitehall 
about the Compies. Concernes with 
the French by direction of the Lords 
Comissioners, the Committee 
Attending with their Profes & Mr. 
Kinvins? observations upon the 
Mapps, who was ordered to Retaine 
Sr. Tho. Pinfold for the Compa. 

1687 Augst. 10 A Paper Received from the French 
Comissioners offering by way of 
Expedient the Bottome of the Bay, 
for Port Nelson. 

1687 Augst. 12 The Compies. Answer to the French 
Paper of Exped. was delivered to the 
Lord President. 


1 Gédéon Godet, father of Margaret Charlotte Godet, Radisson’s second wife. 
Dr. Nute refers to him as being “ learned in the law ” (Caesars of the Wilderness, 
D. 231). 

* See p. 226, 0. e 
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Posts 


Albany (Chichewan), 1674-1686 


According to Oldmixon’s “‘ History of Hudson’s-Bay ” (Tyrrell, Docs. Rel. 
to the Early History of Hudson Bay, pp. 390-1), Charles Bayly sailed from Rupert 
River to Moose River in the late spring of 1674 to trade with the Indians. He 
obtained 1,500 skins, ‘‘ the Shechittawams, 50 Leagues from that [Moose] River, 
having come to trade with him”. Bayly then “‘ undertook a Voyage to discover 
Shechittawam [later named Albany] River; and thence intended to coast along 
to Port Ne/son, where as yet was no Fort...”. He sailed from Moose River on 
July 16, 1674, “and arriv’d at Schettawam River on the 18th, where no 
Englishman had been before. He stayed there till the 21st, but could meet with 
little or no Beaver”. Oldmixon, part of whose history was based on Thomas 
Gorst’s journal, described the river as a fine one with “a good Channel, to the 
N.W. in 52 deg. N.L”. Bayly “‘ treated with the King, and his Son made them 
a Promise to come with a Ship and trade with them the next Year”, and in 
return the Indians promised to provide “ Store of Beaver, and bring the Upland 
Indians down’. It is not known if Bayly was able to keep his promise in the 
following year, but it is clear that it was a few years before a post was established 
at Shechittawam, or Chichewan River, as it was called by the Company, for 
Governor Nixon remarked in 1682 that he had “ the fort at Chechechewan to 
looke after, which was not in Mr. Baylys tyme” (H.B.8., VIII, 291). But “a 
house of some strength ” (p. 5) was built before Bayly’s return to England in the 
late summer of 1679, and it is generally described as being situated on Bayly 
Island, on the north side of the main channel, and near the lower end of the island 
(Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 80). Louis Jolliet, who visited Rupert 
River in the summer of 1679, marked the English fort on the right bank at the 
mouth of Albany River on the map which accompanied the report of his journey. 
He did not visit Albany, but obtained his information from Governor Bayly (Te 
Beaver, December, 1947, J. A. Burgesse, “‘Jolliet on James Bay”, p. 13). Bayly 
left John Bridgar in charge and later assured the Governor and Committee that 
“the quantity of Beaver from thence” would “ be very extraordinary ” (p. 5). 
Bridgar’s appointment as chief at Chichewan was renewed in 1680 and in the 
following year he returned to England. He was succeeded by Isaac Read as 
trader and factor during trading season 1681-82 and when John Nixon, Bayly’s 
successor in Hudson Bay, arrived at Chichewan on a visit on July 8, 1682, he was 
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able to report that he “‘ found all things better ” than he could have expected “ by 
the faithfull and industrious care of Isack Read...” (H.B.8., VIII, 287-8) 
As Read wished to return to England it was arranged that Thomas Phipps should 
succeed to the charge and have Robert Sandford as trader. Nixon explained to 
the Governor and Committee that he had made the additional appointment 
because ‘‘ Isack compleaned... that it was more then one man was able to 
performe you must know that Chechechewan is your chief place of trade, but the 
worst for navigation ”, and added : “ I did think to have made it the place of my 
recidance but your order to the contrarie stopt it . . . the Governour with all his 
strenth, and show must be so neare as he can to the greatest concourse of Indians, 
the Indians have desiered my presence at Chechechewan, but for the reasons 
aforesaid it can not well be...” (ibid., pp. 289-g0). Nixon held a council at 
Chichewan on July 13, 1682, when permission to return to England was granted 
to Isaac Read, and Robert Sandford was appointed to “* Suceed him in the place 
of Trader, & that he also Take the Command upon him, Till such Time As An 
order shall Come for Some other, to Serve In Cheife, & he than for to be Second 
Man In place, of Command, & for to keepe his foresaid Traders place . . . his 
Wages Being Confirmed Att Thirty Pounds pr. Annum ” (ibid., p. 303). With 
Sandford at Chichewan at that time were: Bryan Norbury, John Keagle. 
Thomas Coleman, Anthony Beale and William Harrington (ibid., p. 291), 
Meanwhile, in London, the Governor and Committee had engaged James 
Knight, shipwright, as chief at Chichewan and Deputy Governor in the Bay 
(p. 44 and H.B.8., VIII, 180), and as furnishings for his apartments sent out 
“a suite of Curtaines, a p. fine blancketts, a rugge, a bedstead & curtine rods, 
carpett, 6 chaires, 2 spanish tables matts ” costing £10 145. od. (H.B.S., IX, ron.). 
In 1683 Henry Sergeant was engaged and appointed “ Governour and chiefe 
Commander of the Hudsons Bay Compa. within the Bay ” in place of John Nixon 
and he was instructed to keep his ‘‘ owne chiefe residence at the Factorey of 
Chychewan River that being the place of the greatest Trade and resort of the 
Indians”. The Governor and Committee added: “...and we have thought 
fitt that from hence forth the said river shall have the name of Albany river in 
honour of his Royall Highness [James, Duke of York] our present Governour ” 
(p. 73). For reasons not known Sergeant did not take up quarters at Albany, 
and although the Governor and Committee accepted his explanations they 
requested him in their instructions dated May 16, 1684, “ but omit not to doe it 
the next winter and let your Residence be there where our Chiefe Trade is...” 
(p. 120). Sergeant’s explanation may have had something to do with a change of 
site, because in the same letter (p. 125), the Governor and Committee referred 
to Michael Grimington having discovered “‘ a new & bolder River ” to Albany 
Factory, and on John Thornton’s map of 1685 (facing p. xi) Albany Factory is 
marked on the south bank of the river and not on Bayly Island. Sergeant appears 
to have moved there in 1684 and he and his family were in residence at Albany 
on July 16/26, 1686, when the French under the Chevalier de Troyes, at a time 
of peace between England and France, captured the fort and took all the inmates 
prisoners (p. 313 et seq.). They had already captured the Moose and Rupert 
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River posts. In his journal (I. Caron (ed.), Fouraal de Expédition du 
Chevalier de Troyes 2 la Baie d’Hudson, en 1686 (Beauceville, 1918), p. 89), 
de Troyes described the fort at Albany, which he renamed Fort Ste. Anne, 
as follows: “ Le fort de quichichouan est situé dans un terrain fort mareageux 
(sic), en sorte que quand les neiges viennent a fondre, |’eau monte jusques au 
premier etage. Voicy comme il est composé. Il y a un grand corps de logis 
construit de pieces sur pieces, qui forme la plus grande partie de la courtine, qui 
fait face a la riviere; il est destiné pour l’appartement des domestiques, aiant a 
chaque bout une vingt.e de palisades qui achevent de faire la courtine de chaque 
costé, et la joignant aux bastions, dont elle est flanquée. Celle qui regarde le bois, 
de la meme maniere, y aiant aussi un grand bastiment qui sert de logement au 
gouverneur, et de magasin, aussi bien que quelques bastions dont le dessous sert 
a cet usage. Les deux autres courtines servent de grosses palisades, bien jointes 
ensemble, traversées par dessus par une piéce de bois garnie de pointes de fer 
ainsi que sont toutes celles qui font l’enceinte de cette place, dont les courtines ont 
chacune une porte deffendue en dedans par deux piéces de canon, pointées 
directement devant chaque porte pour arrester sur le ciel ceux qui les avoient 
enfoncez. Les quatre bastions dont le fort est deffendu, sont de piéces sur piéces 
avec une platte forme dessus, comme un cavallier ; ou il y a, sur chaque, quatre 
pieces de canon, outre elles qui paroissoient dans les flancs etage par etage. I] 
paroit encore du costé du bois, un costé de palisade de la longeur de la courtine 
qui la couvroit, qu’ils abatirent de crainte que cela ne facilitast nos approches du 
fort, au bout duquel est une petite cuisine. Voila la situation et la construction 
de cette place qui est environ quarente pas de la riviere, et neantmoins entourée 
de viels fossez presque comblez, ou il y a de l’eau en quelques endroits seulement.” 
The prisoners from Albany, with those taken at Moose and Rupert River, were 
apparently sent to Charlton Island on board the Co//etom to await the ship from 
England, but eventually most of them went to Port Nelson, and wintered there 
and at New Severn during 1686-87. The Happy Return (Captain Bond), which 
sailed from England in the spring of 1686 with fresh provisions and reinforcements 
for the Bottom of the Bay, was unable to rescue or assist the Englishmen as she 
was wrecked in Hudson Strait on the outward voyage (A., 1/84, fos. 33, 40d.). 
The Company was unable to obtain the return of Albany from the French 
because, after its capture and whilst the event was still unknown in England, a 
treaty of neutrality between the French and English kings was concluded in 
London on November 6/16, 1686, the fourth clause of which provided that each 
sovereign should retain all territories held at that date (see p. 229). A commission 
was to settle all claims, but the negotiations between England and France during 
1687 (p. 142 et seq.) resulted, in December of that year, in an agreement to 
maintain this status guo until January 1, 1689, “ and afterwards from that day 
forwards untill their said most Serene Maties. shall send any new and expresse 
orders”’ (p. 330). During the term of this agreement, further investigations into 
each country’s claims were to be made. But before the end of 1688 the position 
changed. James II had fled from England and his successor, William of 
Orange, was in London. As no “ new and expresse orders ” were issued and 
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as William declared war on Louis XIV on May 17, 1689, Albany and the 
other forts at the Bottom of the Bay remained in French hands for several years 
to come. 


Charles Fort on Rupert (or Prince Rupert East) River, 1668-1686 


The group of adventurers later to be incorporated under the title of the 
“Governor and Company of Adventurers of England tradeing into Hudsons 
Bay ”, sent out its first expedition in 1668. On June 3, the Zag/et, with Pierre 
Esprit Radisson aboard, and the Nomsuch, carrying Médard Chouart, sieur des 
Groseilliers, sailed in Company from Gravesend. A storm arose when the ships 
were about four hundred leagues off the Irish coast and Captain Stannard in the 
Eaglet, which had been borrowed from the Royal Navy, was obliged to return to 
England, but the Company’s ketch Nomsuch, of forty-three tons burden, continued 
her journey. “A Breviate of Captain Zachariah Gillam’s Journal to the 
North-West in the Nonsuch-Catch in the Year 1668 ” published in John Seller, 
The English Pilot. The Fourth Book. The First Part (London, circa 1675), 
pp- 5-9, shows that the Nomsuch arrived off Resolution Island on August 4, 1668, 
and on September 29 reached the estuary into which the present-day Rupert, 
Broadback and Nottaway Rivers empty. Gillam built Charles Fort, named for 
the King, on the left bank at the mouth of Rupert River, named after His Highness 
Prince Rupert, cousin of the King, and later the first Governor of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. So far as is known, the only man aboard who had any experience 
of living under conditions similar to those prevailing at Rupert River was des 
Groseilliers and the expedition must have looked to him for guidance in living 
and trading through the winter of 1668-69. ‘They “ were environed with ice 
about 6 monethes first haleing their ketch on shore, and building them a house. 
They carryed provisions on shore and brewd Ale and beere and provided against 
the cold... They report the natives to bee civill and say Beaver is very 
plenty ...” (London, Public Record Office, $.P. Dom., Charles II, 266/80). 
In 1669 the Company sent out the Wivenxhoe, borrowed from the Royal Navy, 
but from the evidence available it appears that although he got as far as Hudson 
Strait, Captain Stannard was again obliged to turn back (Nute, Caesars of the 
Wilderness, pp. 121-2). Meanwhile, the Nozsuckh was on the way home. 
On May 2, 1670, the Company received its charter and on May 31 the Company’s 
ship Prince Rupert (Captain Gillam) with the Wivenhoe (Captain Robert ~ 
Newland) in company, sailed from the Thames. From Thomas Gorst’s 
“ Journall in the Voyage to Hudsons Bay begun the 31th day of May 1670” 
(Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, pp. 286-92), we find that the ships passed 
Cape Wolstenholme and Digges Islands on August 17, and that on the following 
day they parted company, the Wivenhoe, with Charles Bayly, the newly-appointed 
Governor of Hudson Bay aboard, sailing for Port Nelson and the Prince Rupert 
making for Rupert River. On August 30 Point Comfort “‘ 14 leagues short of 
Ruperts River ” was sighted, and on the following day the ship anchored there. 
She stayed a week at Point Comfort and on September 8 “ Anchored before 
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Charles Fort” which was found standing just as it had been left in the preceding 
year. The cargo was landed, the vessel docked and timber cut “ to build the 
Captain a new house”. On September 20 Gorst noted: “ All hands are every 
day at worke about the new house some getting of Osier or thatch, others 
thatching the house (at which the Capt & Mr Foster were Principall Artists), 
Some fetching clay for morter, others bricks from ye ship for a chimney...”. 
By October 12 two houses were “‘ in a manner compleated ” and “ consisted of 
three roomes a peece & as many severall floors. The Cellar held ye beer wee 
brewd there for our dayly drinking, together with the Beefe Pork and Butter. 
The Chamber held our dry Provisions as bread, flower, peas & Oatmeale and on 
the ground floore was our kitchin, Dyining roome & Lodgings—which were 
Standing Cabbins such as are used in his Maties shipps. The houses themselves 
are built of Timber cutt into Sparrs set quite close to one another & calked with 
Mosse instead of Okam to keep out ye wind & ye weather. ‘Thatched with a 
ranke sort of grasse growing in ye marshes much like ye Saggs [?] wch are every 
where in our English brookes. Wee had a large Chimney built of bricks which 
wee carryed along with us, & wee spared not ye wood, that Country affording 
enough to keepe alwayes Summer within, while nothing but Ice & snow are 
without doores. Wee had also erected a good Oven & feasted our selves at 
pleasure with venson pasty”. On October 12 Pierre Radisson arrived in the 
longboat of the Wivenhoe, which had reached Point Comfort after a series of 
misfortunes off Port Nelson. ‘Two days later Captain Newland died, and on 
September 18 he “‘ was buryed by our new house like a Soldier wee gave him 
some Gunns from both ye Shipps & followed his corps to ye grave in Armes”. 
The Wivenhoe was docked and her crew “ set up their Wigwam covered in stead 
of skins with old sailes the cold weather being too far advanced to admit of ye 
building another house”. By November 20 Rupert River “ was quite frozen 
over being a mile and } from Side to Side” and Bayly, Gillam, Radisson, des 
Groseilliers and their companions settled down for the winter. On Christmas 
Day they “ made merry .. . having for Liquor Brandy & strong beer & for Food 
plenty of Partridges & Venson besides what ye shipps provisions afforded ”’. 
Towards the end of January, 1671, Radisson journeyed to Moose River and did not 
return until March 14. Later he returned to Moose River accompanied by 
Bayly “‘ & traded with ye People of that place & from thence had all ye Beaver 
which was brought home in ye Wivenho, which neverthelesse wee beleeve would 
have been brought to Ruperts River ifno body had went thither to fetch it”. On 
March 31, 1671, Gorst entered in his journal ‘‘ Wee sowd Peas & Mustardseed 
which came up well enough for ye time wee stayd there & no doubt but all sorts 
of rootes would have grown very well if wee had been furnished with seed. Wee 
kept theire some hens & hoggs which lived & did well enough ”. By May 16 
the weather began “ to grow hot & ye mosquitos to be very busy”, and on the 
22nd the river was clear of ice. The Roya/ Charles shallop was launched on 
May 30, and so far as we know, was the first craft to be built by the Company in 
Rupert Land. Charles Fort was closed at the end of June and on July 1 the ships 
anchored off Point Comfort, where wood was cut and general preparations made 
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for the return homewards. Gorst accompanied Bayly “ in ye Shallops to make 
further discoveries ” amongst the islands in James Bay and, landing upon Charlton 
Island, they found traces of Captain James’ wintering place. On July 24 the 
Prince Rupert and the Wivenhoe, now commanded by Charles Bayly, left Point 
Comfort on the homeward journey. In 1672, Captain Gillam in the Prince 
Rupert, Captain Robert Morris in the Messenger dogger (borrowed from the 
Royal Navy), and Samuel Cole in the Company’s newly-built barque Jmploy, 
sailed for Rupert River. Bayly returned as Governor (H.B.S., V). The French 
had heard of the English occupation of Rupert River as early as November 10, 
1670 (N.S.), and the Intendant Talon had sent the Jesuit priest, Charles Albanel, 
and Paul Denis, Sieur de Saint Simon, a young Canadian, with another companion 
and eight Indians, “ to penetrate as far as Hudson’s bay ” with instructions to 
“draw up a memoir of all that they will discover ; drive a trade in furs with the 
Indians, and especially reconnoitre whether there may be any means of wintering 
ships in that quarter, in order to establish a factory that might, when necessary, 
supply provisions to the vessels that will possibly hereafter discover, by that 
channel, the communication between the two seas—the North and the South 
sea”. The party left Quebec on August 6, 1671 (N.S.), and, following the 
Sagueney-Lake St. John-Nemiskau route reached the English post on Rupert 
River at the end of June, 1672. They found two houses which, according to 
Saint Simon, were constructed of upright logs, and with thatched roofs. Both 
were in disrepair. The French party explored around Rupert Bay, Albanel 
baptised some Indians and formally took possession of the country in the French 
King’s name. They began their return journey on July 6, 1672 (Nute, Caesars 
of the Wilderness, pp. 147-50, and Morton, History of the Canadian West, pp. 
69-72). Later in the summer the Prince Rupert, the Messenger and the Imploy 
arrived and Bayly re-entered into possession of the fort, where he wintered during 
1672-73. In July, 1673, the Jmp/oy, which had been sent out for country 
service, went to trade at Port Nelson (p. 231), but des Groseilliers, who was 
apparently in charge of the expedition, “‘ search’d the River for Indians, but met 
with none” (Tyrrell, Docs. Rel. to the Early History of Hudson Bay, p. 384). 
It was apparently during this summer that the first outpost from Rupert River 
was built. This was at Moose River and seems only to have been used for 
occasional occupation (Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 73). Bayly 
occupied the post at Rupert River during the winter of 1673-74, but the Prixce 
Rupert and the Messenger returned to England in October, 1673. According 
to Oldmixon (Tyrrell, Docs. Red. to the Early History of Hudson Bay, pp. 386-7), 
provisions were not too plentiful at Rupert River in the winter of 1673-74, and 
the “ Nodwayes”’ (Eskimos) threatened the English with war. Oldmixon, 
basing his account on Thomas Gorst’s journal, stated : “ The French us’d many 
Artifices to hinder the Natives trading with the English; they gave them great 
Rates for their Goods, and oblig’d Mr Bai/y to lower the Prices of his, to oblige 
the Indians, who dwelt about Moose River, with whom they drove the greatest 
Trade. The French, to ruin their Commerce with the Natives, came and made 
a Settlement, not above 8 Days Journey up that River, from the Place where the 
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English traded [i.e., up Rupert River]. "T'was therefore debated, whether the 
Company’s Agents should not remove from Rupert’s to Moose River, to prevent 
their Traffick being intercepted by the French”. A council held on April 3, 
1674, at which Governor Bayly, des Groseilliers and Samuel Cole were present, 
showed that Bayly was in favour of the move, Cole thought it dangerous to leave 
Charles Fort, and that des Groseilliers was “ for going thither [to Moose] in their 
Bark to trade”. Eventually des Groseilliers’ suggestion was carried out and 
Bayly himself made a journey to Moose River, after which he went to Albany 
River and beyond. After his return to Rupert River, on August 30, 1674, “a 
Canoo arriv’d ... with a Missionary Jesuit, a Frenchman [Father Albanel] ... 
The Frier brought a Letter to Mr. Bai/y from the Governour of Quedec, dated 
the 8th of October, 1673 [see p. 71]. For the Priest should have been at 
Rupert’s River several Months before, but that he was stop’d by the Indians. The 
Governour of Quedec desir’d Mr. Bai/y to treat the Jesuit civilly, on account of 
the great Amity between the two Crowns; and Mr. Bai/y resolv’d to keep the 
Jesuit till Ships came from Exg/and” (ibid., p. 393). Meanwhile, the Prince 
Rupert (Captain Gillam) and the Messenger, now renamed Shaftesbury (Captain 
Thomas Shepard), again sailed for Rupert River in the spring of 1674 (H.B.8., 
V, lxii n.), but they were so late in arriving that Bayly, whose supplies were 
almost exhausted, planned to return to England in the Jmp/oy not later than 
September 22, that being the latest date on which the ships had ever arrived. 
But, according to Oldmixon (ibid., p. 395), on September 17 the vessels anchored 
off Point Comfort and on the following day Bayly’s successor, William Lydall, 
landed “‘ and took Possession of the Fort, the Colours flying, and Guns firing, to 
salute him. Mr. Bai/y deliver’d him the Pattent, and after that he was no more 
called Governour”’. It was now too late in the season for the ships to return to 
England so arrangements were made for them to winter in Rupert River and the 
crews “were employ’d to cut Timber, to build Houses for them, as also a 
Brew-house and a Bake-house in the Fort”. As the ships had not been provisioned 
to stay in the country, food was “ not enough to last them all the Winter... 
Mr. Gorst, who was . . . Store-keeper, soon brought them to short Allowance... 
but the Men murmur’d: and Mr. Lydda/ order’d they should have full 
Allowance, saying, If we starve, we'll starve altogether. By this means they were 
reduc’d to great Streits, and forc’d to pinch harder than they needed have 
done...” (ibid., pp. 395-6). Bayly may have wintered at Moose during 
1674-75 and, in view of his belief that it was the best place for the Company’s 
trade, it is probable that he decided to remain there when Lydall, not finding the 
country to his liking, returned to England in the Shaftesbury in 1675 and left 
Bayly in his former command. Father Albanel was a passenger on the Prince 
Rupert. Besides bringing a letter of friendship from the Intendant to Bayly, 
Father Albanel had carried letters to des Groseilliers, whom the French hoped 
to win to their side, and had thus aroused Bayly’s suspicions. Albanel was sent to 
England “ there to receive the pleasure of the Company ”’, but after a short time 
he was released and sent to France. Extreme measures were not adopted against 
him on account of the close relations between the English and French Courts 
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(Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, pp. 152-3, and Morton, History of the Canadian 
West, pp. 75-7). ‘Two other interesting passengers from James Bay to England 
in 1675 were Prince Attash and another Indian. Prince Attash, who was a 
passenger on the Prince Rupert, spent the winter of 1675—76 in England and 
apparently returned to his native land (H.B.8., VIII, 310), but his companion 
was a passenger on the Messenger and died on the voyage to England (London, 
Public Record Office, S.P. Dom., Charles II, 373/174). Owing to gaps in the 
Company’s records the history of the posts at the Bottom of the Bay for the next 
few years is not known in detail; the ledger A. 14/3 (fo. 66d.) shows that the 
Shaftesbury (Captain Joseph Thompson) made the voyage to and from the Bottom 
of the Bay in 1676, but it does not reveal if she made Rupert River or Moose her 
actual destination. The journal A. 15/1 (fos. 6-7d.) and the ledger A. 14/3 (fo. 
263d.) show that Thompson in the Shaftesbury again made the voyage in one 
season in 1677, but once again her actual destination is not revealed. “Two 
Frenchmen, Thomas Leclerc and Eustace Prevost, were sent to England by 
Bayly, but what little is known about them suggests that, unlike Father Albanel, 
they were not regarded with suspicion (H.B8.8., VIII, xix). The Prince Rupert 
(Captain Richard Power) and the Shaftesbury (Captain Joseph Thompson) 
both went to the Bottom of the Bay in 1678. ‘The former was to stay in the 
country and in view of Governor Nixon’s remarks (p. 353) she probadly wintered 
1678-79 at Rupert River. The Shaftesbury returned to England in the autumn 
of 1678 and was wrecked off the Scilly Islands (H.8.8., VIII, 8). In May, 
1679, Louis Jolliet, the famous French explorer, accompanied by his brother 
Zachary, left Quebec to explore the route by the Saguenay to James Bay, to spy 
out the English positions and to divert the Indian trade to French channels. 
When they reached Charles Fort they were “ received... very well”. Bayly 
was at Point Comfort at the time, but learning of their arrival he came to the fort 
and spent two days in their company. He appears to have believed they were, as 
they said, visiting the “‘ Nations and lands of the King’s domain ” and that they 
had come to the English fort as they were short of provisions. On the map 
accompanying his report, Louis Jolliet marked a French fort on Lake Mistassini 
(Morton, History of the Canadian West, p.79, and The Beaver, December, 1947, 
J. A. Burgesse, “ Jolliet on James Bay ”, pp. 12-15). Seven years later Zachary 
Jolliet was to remind Hugh Verner of this visit and to recall that he “ had the 
Honor to see Mr. Bayly Drank Eaten & Lodged Two or Three nights with him ” 
at Charles Fort (p. 312). The ohn and Alexander (Captain Nehemiah Walker) 
went to the Bottom of the Bay in 1679. John Nixon went out as Governor and 
Bayly returned to England in the ship in the same year. By May 29, 1680, the 
Governor and Committee were able to state “‘ wee judge it fit to keep our grand 
Factory where it now is upon Hayes Island in Moose River and there to keep our 
chief strength, to prevent the incroachment of the French too far upon the West 
Main” (p. 5). They added: “‘ Wee hope to hear by the next return, that you 
have made some farther discovery of the Ising glasse, and that you will send us a 
quantity of such as may answer the great things Mr. Baily hath said concerning that 
commodity, And if it proves answerable to expectation, you must build a Fort, 
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and always have some able hands where it grows to prevent any attempt of the 
French there. And forasmuch as the place wher Mr. Baily found it is situate so 
near Rupert’s River... Wee judge it necessary that you always keep up thatold 
Factory, It being a kind of an Outwork to prevent any inroad of the French upon 
that part of the East Main...” (p. 5). In his report of 1682 (H.B.8., VIII, 
289), Governor Nixon observed that “ Ruports Eastriver ” was the best to winter 
a ship in, but for trade it is little worth”, and at the time of the departure of the 
ship for England the men actually resident at Rupert River were : Samuel Binks, 
Thomas Taylor and James Logan (ibid., p. 300). The factor, Hugh Verner, 
returned to England that year (H.B.8., IX, 35, 83), and he was succeeded 
by George Geyer (p. 121). On April 27, 1683, the Governor and Committee, 
after warning Nixon’s successor, Henry Sergeant, that no “ stragling” 
Frenchmen were to be allowed in the fort at Rupert River, it being one of the 
places of “ neerest settlement” to Canada, then informed him: “ We have 
entertained Hugh Verner to be chief at Rupert River he haveing been 
formerly in that command & under that Caracter he now goes wth. you in 
which charge we hope he will behave himselfe well & you must give such 
Direction & orders that the Factorie at Rupert River and the Factorey which 
shall be setled at the Isinglass river may be aideing & assisting to each other as 
there may be occation they being not very remote from each other so that some 
times some of the hands from Rupert River may assiste the Isinglasse [mica] 
worke & upon any alarum from the French they may also lend their helping 
hand at Rupert River” (pp. 74, 76). In the following year the Governor and 
Committee again found it necessary to issue instructions about working the mica 
deposits as nothing had so far been done and John Driver, John Fullerton and 
John Coulter were to be transferred from Rupert River to assist in the work 
(p. 122). In the spring of 1684 Verner’s wife wished to follow Mrs. Sergeant’s 
example and so requested to be allowed to join her husband at Rupert River, but 
‘upon divers good considerations ” she was not allowed to go (H.B.S., IX, 224, 
230). Verner continued in charge at Charles Fort and was there in September, 
1685, when a letter dated June 25 arrived from Zachary Jolliet, “ Master of a 
French Factory neare 300 Miles from Ruperts River ”, recalling their previous 
acquaintance and advising him to“ remove before the French Came”. According 
to Verner’s own account (pp. 320—1), he “ went about Fortifyeing ” himself, 
but on June 23/July 3, 1686, he was “ most Vehemently assaulted by a 
Considerable Quantity of French Soldiers & Canadians ” and after half an hour’s 
resistance he was obliged to surrender the fort to the Chevalier de ‘Troyes, 
although England and France were not at war at the time. The fort was then 
burnt. From de Troyes’ journal (Caron, Fournal del’ Expédition ..., pp. 75-6, 
95) we learn that a woman who had “ venue en le paie pour tenir compagnie a 
la femme du gouverneur [Sergeant] de Quichicouanne [Albany] ” was wounded. 
This was Mrs. Maurice (see p. 144) who was homeward bound when the 
Success was wrecked on December 11, 1685, and who had wintered at Rupert 
River. Before attacking Charles Fort de Troyes’ first lieutenant, the sieur de 
Saint-Héléne, made a reconnaissance and informed his leader that: “le 
Zz 
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bastiment estoit moulle devant le fort a une demi portée de pistolet de terre, que 
le fort estoit un carré flanqué de quatre bastions presques semblables au precedant, 
excepté qu’il n’y parroit point de canon, qu’il renfermoit aussi une redoute de 
pareille construction que l’autre, a la reserve que celle cy estoit couverte d’un toit 
plat au lieu de terrasse et sans aucun parapet, et qu’elle n’estoit pas directement 
située dans de milieu de l’encente. Le sr. de ste. helenne adjoutant qu’elle estoit 
fortifiée de quatre petits bastions qui’estant enlevez de terre de la hauteur d’un 
homme, estoient soustenus par des pieces de bois qui sortoient hors du corps de la 
redoute, ce qui aproche bien plus d’une guerite que d’un bastion, dans chacun 
desquels parroissoient deux pieces de canon, qu’il y avoit aussi une echelle 
appuiée contre le haut de cette redoute de peur de feu, et un petit corps de 
bastiment, a l’autre bout de la place, ou paroissoit une cheminée qui fumoit.. .” 
(ibid., p. 73). The vessels Craven and Co//eton were also captured by de ‘Troyes 
at Rupert River, but the latter was returned to the English so that they could go 
to Charlton Island to await the arrival of the ship from England. Apparently by 
September 10 (p. 324) Sergeant gave up hope of seeing the ship from England, 
and all the Englishmen, with the exception of twenty-two for whom space could 
not be found, sailed for Port Nelson in the Co//eton. The Englishmen remaining 
wintered under French eyes in the neighbourhood of Moose. The vessel from 
England, the Happy Return, did not reach the Bottom of the Bay that year. If 
she had not been wrecked in Hudson Strait on her outward voyage she too might 
have been captured by the French. ‘The Company was unable to return to 
Rupert River for several years to come because, under the fourth clause of the 
treaty of neutrality concluded on November 6/16, 1686, it was, at that date, in 
French possession (see p. 347). Although the post at Rupert River was named 
Charles Fort it seems nearly always to have been referred to as “ Rupert’s River ”’, 
but in the Company’s case against the French drawn up in May, 1687, it was 
stated: “...in Anno 1667 [1668] one Zachary Gilham... built a Forte... 
calleing it Charles Forte as it’s now called...” (p. 255). 


Charlton Island, 1674-1686 


Oldmixon (Tyrrell, Docs. Re/. to the Early History of Hudson Bay, pp. 379-80), 
described Charlton Island as “‘ a light white Sand, cover’d over with a white Moss, 
full of Trees, Juniper and Spruce, tho not very large’. According to Oldmixon 
(ibid., pp. 392-3), Governor Bayly was “ forc’d a-shore upon Char/ton Island ” 
when returning to Rupert River from his voyage of discovery in the summer of 
1674, and “ lay [there] 2 or 3 Days in Distress, and at last got off, with the loss 
of several Necessaries ”. When John Nixon went to the Bay in 1679 in the Fohn 
and Alexander to succeed Bayly, his destination was Point Comfort, where the 
ships bound for Rupert River usually broke their long journey from England 
before proceeding the short distance from thence to Charles Fort. At some time 
Bayly had apparently recommended that Charlton Island should be used as the 
rendezvous for the ships from England, and when writing to Nixon in May, 1680, 
the Governor and Committee remarked that, before their letter reached him, 
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they hoped “‘a good large dry substantiall Warehouse will be there erected to 
receive the Cargo . . . as it was agreed to be, before Mr. Baily left you [in 1679], 
And that all the goods you have traded since . . . will be ready packed up...” 
(p. 8). On June 2, 1680, (H.B.8., VIII, 80) the chartered ship Prudent Mary 
(Captain Greenway), and the Company’s ships 4/demar/e (Captain Draper) and 
Colleton (Captain Cobbie) sailed from Gravesend for Charlton Island (pp. 
22-4), where they arrived safely. The Co//eton remained in service in the Bay 
and presumably made her headquarters at Charlton Island, and the 4/éemarle 
apparently wintered there before returning to England in 1681. The Prudent 
Mary, which was to have made the journey in one season, was wrecked on 
Tetherley Island when homeward bound in 1680 (H.B.8., VIII, 135). On 
August 9, 1681, the 4/bemarle and the Prince Rupert (which had been in the Bay 
since 1678) sailed for England and Governor Nixon “ continued upon Charletone 
island, to build a house . . . 20 foot squaire, and 2 stories, and a half high”. His 
report continued : “ the which if wee had not built, your goods inavoydably for 
the most parte had been lost, or spoyled”. Although Nixon was short of 
“ board, nailes, and iron-worke ”, the house was finished as well as possible, 
“ but ”, he continued, ‘‘ by reason of the want of boards, to lay the floores withall, 
and morter, to lay the tiles, the better to keep out the drift snowe, we were 
necessitat to lay them without, morter, which will defend the raine weell 
enough...” (ibid., pp. 239-40). On September 16, 1681, the chartered ship 
Diligence (Captain Walker) arrived from England and no time was lost in 
discharging her cargo and sending the new outfits to Moose, Albany and Rupert 
River. Nixon then tried to leave for his headquarters at Moose River. But “it 
being then the middle of October, and the winds hanging westerly ”’ he could not 
get away, and as it seemed unlikely that he could “ gett into any river upon the 
maine, for the ice drove so much at sea” he “ absolutly concluded the rivers 
were frozne up ”, and decided to winter on Charlton Island. Thomas Phipps, 
armed with a commission as Deputy Governor, and with four companions, 
managed to reach the mainland in the Prudent Mary’s pinnace and went on to 
Moose River, where he took charge during the winter of 1681-82. Nixon had 
already “ provyd...a house” for Captain Walker, who was obliged to winter 
on Charlton Island because he had arrived too late in James Bay to think of 
returning to England that year, and now he had to take up his quarters in the 
same house, but he ‘* would have been content that... [he] had not had to doe 
with such a troublesome Landlord ” (ibid., p. 265). Nuxon’s report of 1682 
contains numerous complaints against Walker, who did not leave on his return 
journey to England until August, 1682. “That Nixon was not in favour of 
Charlton Island being used as a depot and rendezvous is clearly shown in his 
report (ibid., passim). He stressed the disadvantages and spoke of the “ laberinth 
of troubles” caused by sending “ great ships” from England. ‘These ships 
arrived at Charlton Island late in the autumn and the goods had to be transferred 
into small vessels which took the new outfits to the posts on the mainland. 
Weather conditions were unfavourable in the autumn and one might “ as soon 
have intelligence from East-india to London, as from the maine to Charleton 
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island”. He added: “ this differance there is between Charleton island and 
the maine, that when the rivers breake up, the freshes caries the ice directly into 
the sea, and in 2 dayes the rivers are cleare, that a ship can take no hurt, if she 
escape the breaking up of the river. but at Charleton island the great bodies of 
ice drives up with the flood, and doune with the ebb, Charleton Island on the 
one side, and Denbies on the other, which receveth the ice in at both ends out of 
the sea. so that a ship is not safe off at ane anchore, nor by the shore so longe as 
the ice drives ...a vessell may saile allongst the coast before we can worke at 
Charleton island...” (ibid., pp. 281-2). It was June 19, 1682, before Nixon 
was able to leave Charlton Island to visit the mainland (ibid., p. 286). The 
Governor and Committee sent their ship Craven (Captain Bond), and the 
chartered ships Lucy (Captain Reymer) and Friendship (Captain Edwards) to 
Charlton Island in 1682, and “ ladeing or no ladeing ”’, they were not to stay 
there longer than twenty days (pp. 32, 40). The Craven stayed in James Bay 
for service there, but the two chartered vessels made successful voyages and were 
back in England by October 25 (H.B.8., IX, 34). One other vessel, the 
Company’s ketch ‘ames, was sent to Charlton Island in 1682 (p. 63) to intercept 
interlopers, but she was apparently lost on the outward voyage as nothing more 
was heard of her. In spite of the recommendations in Nixon’s 1682 report, the 
Company continued to use Charlton Island as a depot and rendezvous. Nixon’s 
successor, Henry Sergeant, who went out in 1683, was instructed by the 
Governor and Committee to take his returns of trade every spring to Charlton 
Island “‘ to attende the arrivall of our shipps And... from thence visset all or 
any of our other Factories & see that all things are in readiness at Charleton 
Island agst. the arrivall of our shipps from hence to which end you are to command 
the Chief Agent of Every Factorey to be at Charleton Island wth. such Goods 
as they have traded for and wth. exact accte. of every thing under their care...” 
(p. 73). Only the chartered ship Diligence (Captain Walker) sailed for 
Charlton Island in 1683. When in Hudson Strait she came upon the interloping 
ship Expectation alias Charles (see H.B.S., 1X, Appendix A), which she captured, 
taking the captain and crew prisoners. After putting his own men aboard the 
Expectation Walker continued his journey to Charlton Island with her in 
Company. Walker in the Diligence reached the Company’s rendezvous safely, 
but the Expectation was wrecked on the east point of Charlton Island on August 
20, 1683. The Diligence returned to England in the same year (p. 102). In 
1684 the chartered ship Fohm and Thomas (Captain Edgcombe) made the voyage 
to and from Charlton Island in one season (pp. 119, 140), and in 1685 two ships 
were sent there. They were the chartered ships Success (Captain Outlaw) and 
the Owzer’s Goodwill (Captain Lucas). On the outward voyage both vessels 
met the French under M. de la Martiniére, who were returning to Quebec after 
wintering at Port Nelson 1684-85, but both, after engagements with the French 
ships, reached Charlton Island in safety. The Owzer’s Goodwill returned to 
England safely in the same season, but the Success was wrecked on December 11 
“on the Northwest .. . of Hudsons Bay” (A. 9/4, fo. 5). At a Subcommittee 
held in London on April 28, 1686, James Knight and Robert Sandford 
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recommended ‘that Charletone Island be Deserted, in regard it gives an 
Opertunity to any Enemy to seize the Compa. effects there besides the Compa. 
Servants frequent that Island & weaken all the other Factories at a tyme when 
they are in most danger of an Attempt from the French . . . that the quitting of 
Charleton Island will much lessen the Compa. Expence in Ware & tare of 
Shipping, for if the vessell that is sent from England goe Direct to Mooseby, one 
vessell with the helpe of the ships boate will be sufficient at the Bottome of the 
Bay to transport their Goods to their severall Factories whereas they now keepe 
there two or three vessells; they farther Declare that the Compa. doe yearely 
sustaine a very great Damage to their Goods in the Landing of them at Charleton 
Island & relading of them againe therefore advice the house may be Demolished ”. 
The Governor and Committee repeated these arguments in their letter of May 20, 
1686, to John Bridgar (pp. 182-3) and added: “.. . we are come to this Result 
to desert that Island & Demolish the house upon it, if you in Councell concur... 
or have other good grounds, for the quitting of that place, and in such case you 
are hereby to effect it, whereupon you may the next yeare expect our shipping 
Directly to you at Moosebee . . . Yet however if you finde it not for the Companies 
safety & advantage to leave that Island, we shall then let all Rest as it does at 
present...” Only the Happy Return (Captain Bond) was sent to Charlton 
Island (p. 172), but she was wrecked in Hudson Strait on the outward voyage 
(A. 1/84, fo. 40d.). Meanwhile, the French under de Troyes had journeyed 
overland from Quebec to the Bottom of the Bay and had captured Moose, Rupert 
River and Albany, taking the Company’s servants prisoners. ‘These prisoners 
were apparently assembled on Charlton Island to await the ship from England, 
but most of them eventually sailed for Port Nelson in the Co//eton. The remainder 
stayed at the Bottom of the Bay during the winter of 1686-87. ‘The Sieur 
d’Iberville had charge of the prisoners and de Troyes gave him orders : 
“ verballement de bruler le grand corps de logis qui estoit dans Visle de Carleston, 
de crainte que les anglois renforcey de vivres et de monde par Varrivée de deux 
vaisseaux qu’ils attendoient ne s’y fortifiassent, ce qui nuiroit fort a la possession 
du fort de la baye, estant le seul lieu ou les navires peuvent aborder en 
asseurence ...” (Caron, Fournal de l’ Expédition ..., pp. 95-7): 


Moose Factory (Hayes or Factory Island) in Moose, or Prince 
Rupert West, River, 1671-1686 


According to Thomas Gorst’s journal (Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, p. 
290), on January 29, 1671, Pierre Esprit Radisson, who was wintering at Rupert 
River, left for “‘ Moose Cebee a broad River about 18 leagues off” which was 
“ well furnished with streight & tall Trees of Pine & Spruce fit for Masts, some 
of them being near 60 inches circumference”. He returned to Rupert River on 
March 14 “ but could give no accompt of the depth of ye River it being frozen 
over all ye while”. Gorst added that later in the same season Radisson returned 
to Moose Cebee accompanied by Governor Bayly and there “ traded with ye 
People of that place & from thence had all ye Beaver which was brought home in 
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ye Wivenhoe”, and expressed the opinion that nevertheless it would have been 
“brought to Ruperts River if no body had went thither to fetch it”. Bayly 
returned to England in the same year and apparently reported on his journey to 
the Governor and Committee who, on January 16, 1672, decided that if a post 
additional to Charles Fort at Rupert River should be established “ that the place 
of Settlement may bee at Moussebae” (H.B.8., V, 19). On February 1 
following the Committee stated “ That concerneing the place of trade in the 
Countrey for the Shippes to proceede unto Moussebee is the place resolved upon 
for that purpose, & a forte there to bee built, the Wivenhoe is agreed to bee Sent 
thither with Some brickes & nayles to Serve for erecteing the forte...” (ibid., 
p. 22). These plans, for reasons unknown, were not carried out. The Wivenhoe 
did not sail on the 1672 voyage, and presumably the three vessels which did sail 
went, as usual, to Rupert River. But apparently a house for occasional occupation 
was built at Moose River about the summer of 1673, and the site was about a 
mile from the westerly end of Hayes or Factory Island (Morton, History of the 
Canadian West, p.73). According to Oldmixon (Tyrrell, Docs. Re/. to the Early 
History of Hudson Bay, pp. 386-7), “ The French us’d many Artifices to hinder 
the Natives trading with the English ; they gave them great Rates for their Goods, 
and oblig’d Mr. Bai/y to lower the Prices of his, to oblige the Indians, who dwelt 
about Moose River, with whom they drove the greatest Trade”. Oldmixon 
added : ‘* The French, to ruin their Commerce with the Natives, came and made 
a Settlement, not above 8 Days Journey up that River [Rupert River], from the 
Place where the English traded. T'was therefore debated, whether the 
Company’s Agents should not remove from Rupert’s to Moose River, to prevent 
their Traffic being intercepted by the French”. ‘The matter, according to 
Oldmixon, was debated on April 3, 1674, by Governor Bayly, des Groseilliers 
and Samuel Cole. Bayly wished to move to Moose, Cole considered it dangerous 
to move, and des Groseilliers was “ for going thither in their Bark to trade ” 
when Charles Fort could be safely left. In June, 1674, again according to 
Oldmixon (ibid., p. 390), “The Governour having got every thing ready for a 
Voyage to Moose River sent Capt. Gooselier, Capt. Cole, Mr. Gorst [Oldmixon’s 
authority] ..., and other English Indians to trade there. They got about 250 
Skins; and the Captain of the Tadéittee Indians inform’d them, the French 
Jesuits had not brib’d the Indians, not to deal with the English, but to live in 
Friendship with the Indian Nations in League with the French. He blam’d the 
English for trading with such pitiful Nations, as the Cuscudidahs and 
Pishhapocanoes, advising them to settle at Moose Sebec, and the Upland Indians 
would come down and trade with them. ‘The Reason they got no more Peltry 
now, was, because the Indians thought Goose/ier was too hard for them, and few 
would come down to deal with him”. Later Bayly himself went to Moose 
(ibid., p. 391), where he traded “1500 Skins: the Shechittawams [Albany 
River Indians], 50 Leagues from that River, having come to trade with him ”’. 
Bayly left Moose River on July 16, 1674, and before returning to Rupert River 
explored other parts of the coast. The post at Moose, according to Morton 
(History of the Canadian West, pp. 78-9), was permanently occupied from the 
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winter of 1674-75, when Bayly resided there, and William Lydall (see HBS. 
V, passim), who was supposed to succeed him, lived at Rupert River. Lydall, 
not finding the country to his liking, returned to England in the summer of 1675, 
and it is possible that in view of the preference expressed in the previous year, 
Bayly stayed at Moose River and made it his headquarters. On May 29, 1680, 
the Governor and Committee wrote to Bayly’s successor John Nixon, “... we, 
judge it fit to keep our grand Factory where it now is upon Hayes Island in 
Moose River and there to keep our chief strength, to prevent the incroachment 
of the French too far upon the West Main...” (p. 5). Nixon’s trader at 
Moose Factory during season 1680-81 was Isaac Read (HBS., Vill, 288). 
Nixon spent the summer of 1681 at Charlton Island preparing the Prince Rupert 
and the A/bemarle for their return to England, building a warehouse, and 
awaiting the arrival of the Di/igence with fresh supplies from England. ‘The 
vessel was late and did not arrive until September 16, “ indeed a fitter tyme for 
us to have been in our winter-quarters ”, reported Nixon (ibid., p. 240). By the 
time the ship had been unladen and arrangements had been made for the coming 
winter, it was the middle of October and from the 13th to the 28th the Colleton, 
provisioned with goods for Moose Factory, lay windbound “‘ & did putt out of the 
Sound Sevirall Times, being bound for P. Ruperts West [Moose] River, but 
Could by noe meanes obtaine A Passage thether ”. ‘The winter was by now 
“ Comeing on so hard” that Nixon held a council on the 28th, when it was 
resolved that he and the Co//eton with her company should remain at Charlton 
Island “‘ & that Mr. Tho. Phypps . . . be Deputed Deputy Governor & If Wind 
& weather Shall Searve, with the first Opertunitye himself & four hands more will 
Trye If Possible to Gett to the Maine, In A Boate, & from thence to Travell for 
Prince Ruperts West River, & there to take Charge of all things...” (ibid., pp. 
301-02). Phipps, accompanied by Joseph Pollard, Simon Harimanson 
(Hardmonson) and two men, managed to leave Charlton Island on November 5, 
and after “ 2 dayes and one night upon the water ” landed and continued their 
journey of one hundred miles on foot, without snowshoes and tents, to Moose 
Factory (ibid., pp. 241, 255 and H.B.S, IX, 30). When Nixon arrived at 
Moose, where he “‘ had not been for the space of one yeare ”’, on June 24, 1682, 
he was able to report that he was “ in good time to heale the distractions which 
were rysing ” amongst the men, and he did not find things as bad as he had feared 
““ by reasone of the prudant care of Mr. Phips, whoe proved himselfe much ofa 
man in time of need”. Whilst at Moose Nixon arranged that Benjamin Gorst 
(Gass) should be trader there during the coming season (H.B.S., VIII, 286, 302). 
In the same report Nixon pointed out to the Governor and Committee that 
Albany was the “ chief place of trade, but the worst place for navigation ”, and 
said that he would have made it his headquarters, but for their instructions to the 
contrary. He suggested a complement of twenty-two men for “‘ Ruports west 
river” and added : “‘ Muce-river lyeth between the two factories [Albany and 
Rupert River] that a Governour may have his eye on both, and may have the 
ships about him for it is that if the Maisters of ships take upon them to hector, 
they will strive to over-rule one that shall be inferior to him therefor Muce-river 
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is the best in that respect, but in another it is not, for some yeares it does breake 
up verry rudly ...” (ibid., pp. 250, 289). At the time of Nixon’s report there 
were five men actually resident at Moose Factory. They were: Benjamin 
Gorst, trader, Thomas Kildale, armourer and smith, Richard Macherell, John 
Vincent and William Foulder (ibid., p. 300). In 1683 Henry Sergeant was 
engaged and appointed “ Governour and chiefe Commander of the Hudsons 
Bay Compa. within the Bay ” in place of John Nixon, and he was instructed to 
make his headquarters at Albany River. But from the Governor and Committee’s 
letter to Sergeant of May 16, 1684 (p. 120), it appears that he did not winter at 
Albany during 1683-84. During the winter of 1684-85 Thomas Phipps had 
charge at Moose, and in season 1685-86 John Bridgar succeeded him. Both 
were warned by Governor Sergeant to keep watch for fear of an attack by 
the French. On June ro, 1686, Bridgar, accompanied by Bryan Norbury, 
John Brownson, Thomas Garland, Captain Outlaw, Samuel Oakes and — 
Miners, left Hayes Island for Rupert River, and on June 11/21, during their 
absence, the French, under the Chevalier de Troyes, surprised the fort and 
made prisoners of the men remaining there (p. 313 et seq.), although at 
that time a state of peace existed between England and France. In his account 
of the expedition (Caron, Fournal de /’Expédition ..., pp. 63-4, 69), de 
Troyes described Moose Factory, which he renamed Fort St. Louis, as follows : 
“Ce fort est composé de grosses palissades qui, sortant de terre de la hauteur 
de dix sept a 18 pieds, forment quatre courtines dont chaque face est de cent 
trente pieds. Elles sont flanquées d’autant de bastions, dont le terre plain 
est soustenu de deux rangs de gros pieuds entrelassey, d’espace en espace, de 
madriers, qui les traversans d’un rang a l’autre, semble lier & rafermir la terre 
qu’ils renferment, et tiennent hors d’estat de pouvoir s’ébouler. Ils estoient fort 
bien munis de canons, Les deux qui regardent la rivigre estant percey pour trois 
pleces, qui paroissoient effectivement hors de leur embrasures, scavoir un a 
chaque flan, pour deffendre la courtine et ’autre, a la face du bastion, et deux qui 
regardoient le desert, qui est autour du fort, de vingt arpans ou environ, qui 
portoient six a sept livres de balles. Les embrasures estoient fort proprement 
faites, en sort qu’il efit esté impossible de glisser aucun coup de fusil le long de la 
piece, a cause d’une coulisse qui les joignoit et qui se retiroit avec facilité, lors 
qu’il la failloit manier. Voila l’exterieur de la place, qui en renfermoit une 
grande et une redoute av milieu, composée de trois étages, et bastie de pieces sur 
pieces, une terrasse au dessus faites de plenches & solives, garnie de son parapet 
qui avoit a chaque face, quatre embrasures faite en forme des abords, dans 
lesquelles paroissoit seulement quatre pieces de canons, dont il y en avoit trois de 
deux livres et un de fonte, de huite, qui pouvoient battre en cavalier tous les 
environs du fort, dont la principale entrée estoit dans le milieu de la courtine qui 
fait face a la riviere, fermée d’une porte epaisse de demi pied, renforcée de clous et 
grosse pentures et traversées de barre de fer, y aiant encore une fausse porte dans 
la courtine qui regard le bois... Il ne reste plus a present a adjouter a la 
description que j’ay faite du forte, la forge qui est dehors et un grand magasin 
avec une cuisine qui sont placey entre la premiere enceinte et la redoute, soubz 
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laquelle le mineur avoit desja fait un trou assey suffisant pour y placer un baril de 
poudre de 50 1. pour la faire sauter, s’ils eussent resister... I] y avoit hors du 
fort environ a quinze pas de la pointe d’une bastion un vieil bastiment nommé la 
Ste. Anne* qui avoit esté autre fois aux francois. I] estoit du port de trois cents 
tonneaux et avoit esté mis la pour en oster ce que l’on trouveroit de meilleur et 
bruler le reste. L’estant allé visiter il me parut fort propre pour servir de prison 
a mes Anglois dont j’estois bien aise de demeubler le fort...” de Troyes then 
captured Rupert River and Albany and apparently sent the prisoners on board the 
Colleton to Charlton Island to await the arrival of the ship from England. Butthe 
Happy Return which had sailed in the spring of 1686 with the new outfit for the 
Bottom of the Bay was wrecked in Hudson Strait on her outward journey (A., 
1/84, fos. 33, 40d.), and the Co//eton eventually went to Port Nelson, carrying all 
but twenty-two of the Englishmen (p. 324), who spent the winter of 1686-87 
under the most miserable conditions in the neighbourhood of Moose (pp. 324-7). 
Owing to the treaty of neutrality between the English and French Kings concluded 
in November, 1686 (see p. 347), the Company was unable to regain possession of 
Moose Factory and it remained in French hands for several years. See p. xi 
for the position of Moose Factory on John Thornton’s map of 1685. 


New Severn or Churchill Fort, 1673-1687 


According to Oldmixon (Tyrrell, Docs. Re/. to the Early History of Hudson 
Bay, p. 384), Samuel Cole “ was order’d to search for Severn River, but could not 
find it, tho ’twas in the old Draughts of this Bay”. This was in 1673. In the 
summer of the following year Governor Bayly appears to have reached Severn 
River when on a voyage of discovery, but finding “‘ there was no Beaver to be 
had, and that the Sea beyond... was full of Ice”, returned to Rupert River. 
He reported the New Severn Indians as being “as poor as Eiskemos” (ibid., 
p- 392). Louis Jolliet, who under orders from the Governor of New France, 
made an overland journey from Quebec to the Bottom of the Bay in 1679 to 
discover what he could about the English trade there, marked on his map made 
in November, 1679, an English fort on the right bank at the mouth of Severn 
River (The Beaver, December, 1947, J. A. Burgesse, “ Jolliet on James Bay,” 
p. 13). He obtained his information from Governor Bayly but, unless he was 
deliberately misled by the Governor, he construed future plans as being accom- 
plished facts. In May, 1680, the Governor and Committee remarked in their 
letter to Bayly’s successor, John Nixon, “... wee recommend to your care the 
settling of Factories at Port Nelson and new Severn, And wee judge it to be of 
great moment to our security that it be sudden/y put in execution. For wee are 
informed there are designs already on foot of interloping . . .now the trade is 
improving in its credit, tis probable sudden attempts may be made . . . and wee 
judge in no part of the Bay so likely as Port Nelson or new Severn” (p. 6). The 


* The ship which carried Radisson’s prisoners from Port Nelson to the Bottom 
of the Bay in 1683. See p. 366. 
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Governor and Committee went on to inform Nixon that Captain Draper had 
been ordered to visit New Severn in the 4/éemarle whilst en route to Charlton 
Island and, “ if he find it convenient & feasible immediately to settle a Factory 
there”. He was provided with “ 100 of deals wth. all sorts of Nails & Spikes 
wth. some bricks & Carpenters tools sufficient for erecting a small House . . . out 
of a desire no time might be lost for ... effectual taking possession of that place”. 
The least the Company could expect would be “ a ¢rue relation of the situation F 
conveniences of that River” (p. 7). The Governor and Committee also issued 
explicit instructions to Captain Draper, who was to have command of the new 
fort with Thomas Garland as his trader (pp. 14-15). Alternative plans to be 
carried out by Walsall Cobbie were also made in case Draper should “‘ happen 
to miscarry”’ (p. 22). Nixon’s reasons for not carrying out the Governor and 
Committee’s instructions are not known, and no mention of New Severn was 
made in his report of 1682 (H.B.S., VIII), but they may have had something to 
do with the distance from the Bottom of the Bay (p. 42). On April 27, 1683, 
the Governor and Committee wrote to John Bridgar, who was thought to be 
safely settled at Port Nelson (q.v.): “... We have likewise had in our 
Consideration the Settlement of New Severne which we thinke to be of 
extraordinary Importance to us. and therefore have sent you sixe able hands (of 
which James Walker is one whom we have designed for your Warehouse keeper) 
that you may be the better enabled to prosecute that settlement effectually, & to 
prevent the Designes of Interlopers which may more probabley intend for New 
Severne then for any other place, wherefore if you have not been able in the short 
time you have been at Port Nellson to make any steps toward the settlement of 
that River, we press you earnestly to sett upon it with all expedition & Dilligence. .” 
(p. 86). Bridgar was, unknown to the Company, a prisoner of the French, who 
had destroyed the English fort. Consequently, the men who went to Port 
Nelson with John Abraham in 1683 were unable to settle New Severn as they 
found enough on hand in building another factory at Port Nelson and in watching 
the French left behind by Radisson. In 1684 the Governor and Committee 
made still more plans for New Severn. ‘They wrote to Governor Abraham at 
Port Nelson: ‘“‘... We have sent Mr. George Geyer upon Designe principally 
to make a good settlement at the River of New Severne which we desire you as 
soone as may be to sett him aboute wth. such strength provissions & stores as may 
be necessary we haveing ...sent sufficient for that purpose wherefore we doe 
expect that you prosecute that designe effectually and we doe apoint the sd. 
George Geyer to be Chiefe in the sd. River of new Severne but under the Order 
& Direction of yourselfe & the Councell...” (p. 112). Governor Abraham 
and George Geyer had a busy season during 1684-85 looking after the post on 
Nelson River, building a new one on Hayes River, and keeping a watch on de la 
Martiniére (see p. 367), and they must have needed all available hands, but in 
reply to the Governor and Committee’s remarks to Thomas Phipps in their letter 
of May 22, 1685, that “no Enemy to the Company ” must “ get a footeing 
there before us” (p. 149) Geyer was able to say that New Severn was “ well 
setled”” (p. 190). As Thomas Phipps, who had succeeded Abraham as 
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Governor in 1685, returned to England in 1686, George Geyer went to Port 
Nelson and presumably Samuel Missenden went to New Severn as chief and 
Thomas Welsh as trader, according to arrangements made by the Governor and 
Committee (p. 190). After the capture of the three posts at the Bottom of the 
Bay in the summer of 1686, the forts at Port Nelson and that at New Severn, 
called Churchill Fort (p. 224) were the only posts remaining to the Company for 
several years to come. 


Port Nelson, 1670-1687 
including : 

(1) Benjamin Gillam’s post on Gillam Island, Nelson River, 1682-83. 

(2) Pierre Radisson’s post on Hayes (Bourbon) River, 1682-83. 

(3) John Bridgar’s post (H.B.C.) on Nelson River, 1682-83. 

(4) John Abraham’s post, Fort Hayes, on Nelson River, 1683-87. 

(5) Jean Baptiste Chouart’s post on Rainbow Island, Hayes River, 1683-84. 

(6) John Abraham’s post (H.B.C.) York Fort, on Hayes River, 1684-87. 

(7) de la Martiniéres posts at (2) French Creek, (4) Rainbow Island (2), and 

(c) opposite Fishing Island, 1684-85. 

Nelson River received its name from Francis Nelson, sailing master and mate 
of the Resolution, one of Sir Thomas Button’s ships which wintered during 
1612-13 on the north-west bank of the river, at a point where the present Heart 
Creek empties itself. According to Thomas Gorst, who acted as Governor 
Bayly’s secretary on the voyage of 1670-71 (Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, 
p. 286), the Prizce Rupert bound for Rupert River, and the Wivenhoe bound for 
Port Nelson, sailed from the Thames on May 31, 1670, and after leaving Cape 
Wolstenholme and Digges Islands the vessels parted company. On October 12 
Gorst reported that the Wivenhoe, owing to a series of misfortunes, had come to 
Rupert River, and added: “...at Port Nelson they also run aground, & found 
no entrance in to ye River there” (ibid., p. 289). Gorst’s understatement can 
be amplified by the evidence collected in 1687 to refute the French claims to 
Port Nelson. On June 14, 1687, Nehemiah Walker made oath that “ the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, did in May 1670 fitt out the Weevnce pincke whereof 
Capta. Newland was Commander, and sent on her Governor Baily and Severall 
men, with a considerable Cargoe to make a Settlement and carry on a Trade... 
at portnelson and with designe to make that their Chiefe Factory; And... that 
the said pincke, and the said Governor, and this Deponent as Second or Assistant 
to him, arrived in port Nelson River in September 1670 and the said Governor 
Baily and this Deponent and Severall of the Shipps crew, went on Shoare on the 
North Side of the Said River, and lay in an Indian Tent, they found there, one 
night, and the next day the said Governor Baily in the presense of this Deponent 
and the rest with him, Declared he tooke possession of Port Nelson and all the 
Lands and Territoryes thereof, for his Matie. and in tocken thereof nayld up the 
King’s Armes in Brasse on a Small Tree there, and afterwards returned on board 
againe, and ymediately the said pinck was by Storme forced out of the said River, 
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and they could not gett her back againe, and Soe they made their way with her to 
the Bottome of the Bay .. .” (P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, p. 203). William Bond also 
swore in 1687 that he had been at Port Nelson (p. 231). He stated that he 
wintered at Rupert River during 1672-73 and in July, 1673, went in the Imp/oy 
to trade at Port Nelson. He remained there for about fifteen days in September, 
but finding no Indians he returned to the Bottom of the Bay. He mentioned 
finding Sir Thomas Button’s wintering place. According to Oldmixon (Tyrrell, 
Docs. Rel. to the Early History of Hudson Bay, p. 384), des Groseilliers and 
Samuel Cole were also on this expedition. In the summer of 1674, Governor 
Bayly undertook a voyage from Moose River to “discover Shechittawam 
[Albany] River ; and thence intended to coast along to Port Ne/son, where as yet 
was no Fort ’’, but ice conditions and shortage of provisions forced him to return 
before reaching Port Nelson (ibid., pp. 391-2). On May 29, 1680, the 
Governor and Committee recommended to the care of Governor Nixon “ the 
settling of Factories at Port Nelson and new Severn” and judged “it to be of 
great moment” that “it be suddenly put in execution” as owing to the 
improvement in the Company’s trade, there were “ designs already on foot of 
interloping ”. The Governor and Committee added that Port Nelson was not 
altogether unknown to them as they “ had some account of it from Capt. Draper 

. . and from others who have been there” (p. 6). Draper was presumably 
at Port Nelson when he was boatswain of the Wivenhoe in 1670 (see H.B.8., 
VIII, 336-7). Nelson River had been “ represented bold” to the Governor 
and Committee, who judged that it “ should be both possessed & fortified for the 
safety of interest & trade in the Bay ” (p. 6). The settlement was not made in 
1680, but, according to a statement made by the Governor and Committee on 
January 20, 1686, in “‘ Repley to the Answer made by his most Christian 
Majesty ” (pp. 160, 163) “ in the yeare 1680 Capt. Draper in .. . the 4/bemarle 
againe Entred the said River of Port Nellson ”’, but no documentary confirmation 
of this visit has been found in the Company’s archives. In 1681 the Governor 
and Committee remarked to Nixon: “ we judge zoe [of our instructions] of 
greater moment then the speedy settlement of Port Nelson and therefore wee doe 
againe earnestly presse you to the accomplishment thereof assoone as may bee ” 
(p. 25). But the settlement was not made that year presumably owing to the 
‘““ereate distance”? from the Bottom of the Bay (p. 42), and in 1682 the 
Governor and Committee made special arrangements. On May 8 John Bridgar 
was given the independent command of Governor at Port Nelson for three years 
at {100 per annum (H.B.8., VIII, 188), and the Prince Rupert (Captain 
Zachariah Gillam) and the 4/éemar/e (Captain Ezbon Sandford) were sent there 
to assist in the building of the post. The 4/éemarle was to winter (1682-83) at 
Port Nelson and the Prince Rupert, after giving all possible assistance, was to 
winter at the Bottom of the Bay (pp. 33, 35). Meanwhile, unknown to the 
Company, preparations for two other expeditions to Port Nelson were already 
well advanced, and detailed accounts of the events in Nelson and Hayes Rivers 
during 1682-83 will be found in G. D. Scull (ed.), Voyages of Peter Esprit 
Radisson (Boston, 1885), pp. 249-314, Nute, Caesars of the Wilderness, pp. 
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186-97, and in Morton, History of the Canadian West, pp. 84-90. Apparently 
the first of the expeditions to arrive at Port Nelson was that outfitted from 
Boston, in New England, and led by Benjamin Gillam, son of Zachariah Gillam. 
The party entered Nelson River on August 19/29, 1682, and their vessel, the 
Bachelor's Delight, sailed up to the island which still bears Gillam’s name, and 
there established a post, the remains of which were traced by Dr. Tyrrell in 1912 
(Docs. Rel. to the Early History of Hudson Bay, p. 10, and “ Map of the Mouths 
of the Nelson, Hayes and Fourteen Rivers by L. B. Stewart and J. B. Tyrrell, 
1912’). According to affidavits made in 1687 by several of the Company’s 
servants, Radisson and des Groseilliers arrived in the St. Pierre and the Ste. 
Anne on about August 21/31, 1682, and entered Hayes River. This river they 
named Port Bourbon, and Nelson River they called St. Louis. Their vessels had 
been outfitted at Quebec by Monsieur de la Chesnaye and his associates. 
Radisson apparently chose a site on the south bank of the Hayes, about fifteen 
miles upstream for his post. The situation was probably where two unidentified 
houses are shown on the Thornton map of 1685 (see p. xi). On September 
17, the Boston and French parties met and Benjamin Gillam’s right to be 
at Port Nelson, on what Radisson declared to be French soil, was challenged. 
According to Radisson’s account, they settled on a course of action for the 
winter and he, pretending to be superior in numbers, arranged to protect the 
New Englanders. On September 18, the Hudson’s Bay Company’s expedition 
reached Nelson River, which they mistook for Hayes River, but their error 
was quickly pointed out by Radisson, who was on the spot when they arrived, 
and who challenged their right to be in the river. Bridgar, the Company’s 
Governor, settled on the north bank of the Nelson River, below Flamborough 
Head and just east of Sir Thomas Button’s wintering place (see p. xi), and for a 
long time he was unaware of the group of New Englanders higher up the river. 
It was part of Radisson’s plan to keep Bridgar ignorant, in case the English subjects 
should unite to turn out the French, and he even contrived a meeting of the two 
Gillams without Bridgar’s knowledge. On October 21, 1682, the Prince 
Rupert was “‘ Driven from her Anchor to Sea” and never heard of again, and 
Zachariah Gillam and several members of his crew lost their lives. Bridgar 
either made a change of plans just before the loss of the Prince Rupert, or else 
soon afterwards sent the 4/éemar/e to winter at the Bottom of the Bay out of the 
reach of the French. The three expeditions apparently spent the greater part 
of the winter quietly, but on February 6, according to John Outlaw (p. 104), the 
French seized the Bachelor’s Delight, destroyed the New England fort, and took 
Benjamin Gillam’s men prisoners. Gillam himself, when on a visit to the French 
fort, had already been made a prisoner. It was not until this time that the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s party heard of the presence of the New England 
expedition. In the spring both Radisson’s vessels were badly damaged, and from 
part of the Se. dune and part of the St. Pierre another vessel was built. In June 
or July, 1683, Radisson destroyed Bridgar’s fort (pp. 104-05) and made him and 
all the Company’s men prisoners (A. 15/2, fo. rosd.). About August 14 John 
Outlaw, mate of the Bachelor’s Delight, and eleven or twelve of the Company’s 
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servants were put aboard the reconstructed Ste. Anne and, with but short 
provisions, were allowed to sail to the Bottom of the Bay. Bridgar and Benjamin 
Gillam were taken aboard the Bache/or’s Delight, which Radisson sailed to Quebec. 
He left his nephew, Jean Baptiste Chouart, son of des Groseilliers, with eight or 
nine men in charge of his fort on the south bank of Hayes river. Unaware of the 
disaster at Port Nelson, the news of which did not reach them until the autumn of 
1683, the Governor and Committee sent the chartered ketch George, commanded 
by John Abraham, with fresh supplies in the spring of 1683 (p. 86). Abraham, 
who was to be “‘ Commander for Porte Nellson ”’, arrived in Nelson River after 
the departure of Radisson with his prisoners, and the 4/bemarle reached there 
from the Bottom of the Bay on August 27 (H.B.8., IX, 150). Bond took the 
George back to England in the late summer of 1683 and Abraham remained at 
Port Nelson with the 4/éemar/e. Active hostility developed between the French 
and English parties causing Chouart to retire to the present Rainbow Island, five 
miles above the tidal water of the Hayes, where he built a house and remained 
during the winter of 1683-84 trading with the Indians. Meanwhile, in London 
and Paris, memorials on the incidents at Port Nelson during 1682-83 were 
passing between the two courts (p. 105 et seq.), but no proper understanding 
was reached and on February 27, 1684, the Governor and Committee: “‘ Ordered 
that their Shall be two Settlemens made at Port Nelson One in the north river 
and the other in the South river, and 31 Servants to be sent their to make up 
40 in the whole, with 9 of the Covenant Servants that are there now, whereof, 
1 Chyrurgeon, 2 Carpenters, 1 Smith, 1 Armorer, 1 Taylor, & 2 Bricklayers be 
of the number” (H.B.8., IX, 204). Radisson returned to the service of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, and Abraham was appointed ‘“‘ Governour and Chief 
Commander for the Compa.” at Port Nelson. He was instructed that Radisson’s 
advice was to be followed “in reduceing the French Factory & in makeing our 
settlement in & aboute Port Nelson” (p. 111). On May 14, 1684, Captain 
Bond of the Happy Return and Captain Outlaw of the Lucy received instructions 
to sail “‘ for the River of Port Nellson to the Fort there lately built for the service 
of the Compa. called Fort Hayes situated on the South side of the said River 
called by the Indians Caurowingo in the latitude of 57d. 25m.” (p.114). La 
Potherie referred to the Caurowinego River as the Poaourinagaou and Dr. 
Tyrrell identified it as the Nelson (Tyrrell, Docs. Re/. to the Early History of 
Hudson Bay, p. 241). The Company’s records are not very clear about the 
positions of the posts on the Nelson and Hayes Rivers, but if the statement in the 
sailing instructions can be accepted, the position of Abraham’s fort of 1683-84 
was possibly at “‘ Walkers Pt”, shown on the north shore of “ Sr. Edward 
Deerings Island ” (really a peninsula) and, therefore, on the south side of Nelson 
River, on the Thornton map of 1685 (see p. xi). ‘The “ Hayes Fort ” shown 
to the east and on the north bank of Hayes River, was the York Fort to be 
mentioned later. Apparently Abraham left Nelson River in 1684 in the 
Albemarle before the arrival of the Happy Return and the Lucy, but meeting these 
ships, he returned and took up his appointment (p. 145). They arrived on 
August 1/11 and as soon as Radisson found Chouart and his companions he 
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persuaded them to submit to him and go over to the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
On September 4, 1684, the Happy Return and the Lucy sailed for England, 
leaving George Geyer under Abraham’s orders building a new post (Nute, 
Caesars of the Wilderness, pp. 222-6, and D. Brymner, Report on Canadian 
Archives, 1895, Pierre Esprit Radisson’s “ Relation Of the voyage of the year 
1684”, pp. 75, 77). As Radisson was leaving Port Nelson, two vessels from 
Quebec were on their way there to relieve Chouart and to take charge of the 
French post for the Compagnie du Nord. This French expedition, led by M. de 
la Martiniére, entered Hayes River on September 12/22, 1684, and Pére Silvy’s 
account (Tyrrell, Doc. Rel. to the Early History of Hudson Bay, p. 50 et seq.) 
stated : ‘‘ We were no sooner there than we caught sight of an English flag and 
some buildings on a high spot at a point opposite on our right ”, i.e. on the north 
bank. This was Abraham’s new post, York Fort. It was not yet finished and 
the Englishmen “ lodged only under a tent’’. The French were chagrined to 
find that all Jean Baptiste Chouart’s returns of trade for 1683-84 were in English 
hands and challenged the right of the English to be in the river. Abraham and 
-de la Martiniére met, examined each other’s commissions and “ concluded they 
could live in peace . . . without either side fortifying ourselves’. Apparently, on 
September 13/23 the French discovered that Abraham was already well fortified, 
and on his refusal to dismount the cannon, de la Martiniére decided to attack the 
English post. Theattack was badly planned and met with failure. On September 
15/25 the French ships were laid up in Gargousse, now French Creek, a small 
stream on the south side of Hayes River, about two or three miles below the post 
being built by Abraham. On the east side of the Creek, a mile or so above its 
mouth, the French built “ three houses and a fort . . . made of logs and defended 
by two bastions and a salient angle”. "They visited the post abandoned by Chouart 
(built by Radisson in 1682), and the post on the present Rainbow Island, where 
Chouart wintered in 1683-84. The latter dwelling was found to be comfortable 
and it was decided to send some men to occupy it. A little later, owing to 
difficulties in passing York Fort each time the French wished to go up stream 
from French Creek, the post on the island was closed. ‘The English then “ set 
fire to the houses, not only for spite, but to prevent us (the French) from going 
back in the spring to trade”. The extreme cold kept both English and French 
quiet during the winter of 1684-85, but before Easter the French had made a 
road through the woods to reach Rainbow Island where they built a post to 
replace the one destroyed by the English earlier in the season. According to 
Pére Silvy the English were not so aggressive in the spring of 1685 and the 
French were able to pass up and down Hayes River. The French closed their 
new post on Rainbow Island and built another at a more convenient trading 
position on the south bank of the Hayes, two and a half leagues or more from 
French Creek, and apparently opposite Fishing Island and near Radisson’s post of 
1682. After a successful trading season the French destroyed their posts and on 
July 5/15 set out on their return journey to Quebec. The English remained at 
York Fort awaiting the arrival of the ships from England. In May, 1685, the 
Governor and Committee had completed their plans for the trade at Port Nelson 
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during season 1685-86. Abraham’s commission as Governor at Port Nelson was 
cancelled because he had not thought fit to remain at his post in 1684 until the 
arrival of the Company’s ships (p. 14.5), but he was appointed Deputy to Thomas 
Phipps, who was to come from the Bottom of the Bay, and Radisson was to be 
“ Superintendent and Chiefe Director” of trade (p.147). ‘The chartered ships 
Perpetuana Merchant (Captain Hume) and Happy Return (Captain Bond) sailed 
from the T'hames towards the end of May to “ the North & South Rivers of Port 
Nellson ” (pp. 150-1), and on the outward journey on July 27/August 8, the 
first-named vessel was captured by M. de la Martiniére’s homeward bound ships, 
but the Happy Return reached York Fort safely (Tyrrell, Docs. Rel. to the Early 
History of Hudson Bay, pp. 15, 70-1). She returned to England at the end of 
1685 carrying the news of de la Martiniére’s expedition and the capture of the 
Perpetuana Merchant. "The Company assessed its losses at £15,000; £10,000 
being for the interception of their trade during 1684-85 and £5,000 for the loss 
of the ship. The Governor and Committee had already estimated their losses 
caused by Radisson in 1682-83 at £25,000 (p. 170). Phipps took up his 
appointment at Port Nelson during 1685-86, so Abraham became Deputy 
Governor, but the latter, on account of his “ timerous & imprudent carriage ” 
in suffering the French to settle in Hayes River in 1684-85, was called home in 
1686. Phipps, who demanded a higher salary than the Company was willing to 
pay, chose to return in 1686, and George Geyer, who had shown “ Fidelity and 
Courage” there in 1684, succeeded him (pp. 176,188, 190). The ship 4éraham 
and Robert (Captain Porten) made a successful voyage to and from the “ North and 
South Rivers ” of Port Nelson in 1686 (p. 171, and A. 1/84, fo. 39d.), and after 
de Troyes captured the forts at the Bottom of the Bay in the summer of that year 
the only settlements remaining to the Company were those at Port Nelson and 
New Severn (p. 224). Governor Sergeant, his family, his minister, and about 
fifty of the Company’s servants who were taken prisoners by the French, were 
later released and made their way in the Co//eton to Port Nelson. Some wintered 
there during 1686-87, others at New Severn (A. 15/3, fo. 67). The crew of the 
Happy Return, which was wrecked in Hudson Strait on July 10 on her way to 
Charlton Island, made another unexpected addition to the numbers at Port 
Nelson and New Severn during the winter of 1686-87, and the resources of both 
posts must have been severely strained. In the spring of 1687 the Governor and 
Committee sent their ships Dering and Huband, and the chartered ship Fohn and 
Thomas to “ Yorke Fort in Hayes River” (p. 243), and on the return of the 
Dering and the Fohn and Thomas in October, 1687, learnt that their “ Factoryes 
at Fort Nelson and New Severne ”’ had been left ‘‘ Safe and in good Condition ” 
(p. 304). The Hudand remained in the Bay and was captured by the French in 
the following year (p. 339). The long negotiations between England and 
France on the right and title to Port Nelson, which lasted from 1683-87, appear 
in the present volume. Both sides claimed possession on account of premier 
occupancy, and to both it was important on account of the rich beaver harvest to 
be obtained from the hinterland. In 1686 the Company called Port Nelson 
‘* the best flower in our garden if well looked after & cultivated ” (p. 193), and 
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later the French King informed the commissioners chosen to represent the French 
claims during the negotiations of 1687 that: “...le port de Nelson doit étre 
considéré comme le plus important poste que la compagnie frangaise puisse 
occuper dans le nord du Canada...” (p. 275). The English and French 
commissioners agreed, in December, 1687, that the status guo should be maintained 
for a year whilst further investigations into the right and title of each country’s 
claims should be made, but before the year had expired England and France were 
at war, and for several years the posts at Port Nelson and New Severn were 
the only ones remaining to the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
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Abraham, ‘fohn 


It is not known exactly when John Abraham entered the service of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, but the earliest reference to him so far found is in Oldmixon’s 
“ History of Hudson’s-Bay ” (Tyrrell, Docs. Rel. to the Early History of Hudson 
Bay, p. 386), where it is stated that: ‘“‘ The Governour [Charles Bayly] on the 
23rd of March [1674], accompany’d by Fohn Abraham, and others, travell’d on 
the Ice to Point Comfort, where were some Indian Tents, to buy what fresh dry’d 
Meat he could ; the Store at the Fort being almost spent”. Abraham apparently 
returned to England in 1675 and from payments made to him on April 27 and 
May 9, 1676, it is obvious that for part of the winter of 1675-76 Prince Attash, 
the Indian from James Bay, was under his care (H.B.8., VIII, 310). The 
ledger A. 14/3 (fos. 78d.—79), shows that payments were made to Abraham in 
February, April and May, 1679, amounting to £35 8s. 6d¢., and of that amount 
£5 85. 6@. had been due to him for wages. The balance of £30 may possibly be 
explained by John Nixon, who succeeded Charles Bayly as Governor in Hudson 
Bay in 1679. In his 1682 report (H.B.8., VIII, 270-1), when complaining of 
Nehemiah Walker, Nixon remarked: “That he [Walker] was affrayed that I 
would discover him, and that some of his privet ends were lyke to be frustrated 
both heere, and at home, wherefore he will think to prevent me to cry where first, 
to affect which Walker hath gotta maister of that trade, as witness his impeaching 
of Mr. Baily... The man that I meane by is John Abraham, The said 
Abraham was entertained ...to come my second into the Country his sellery 
so 4d. pr. annum... but so it was that he misbehaved himselfe before the 
commetie, in so much that they rejected him, which when he sawe, he made his 
redress to me that I should solicit for him, the which I did and he was excepted 
againe, but what was it for but to gett his 30 444. advance money and then to 
deseart the service . .. the reasone why .. . was because he durst not look Mr. 
Baily in the face, by reasone of the false information which he gave against him 
but now Bayly being dead he appears, againe upon the staige to play another 
parte of Machevell... This John Abraham...will be his [Walker’s]} 
avoucher, for it is such a one as he wants to help out the badness of his cause, 
notwithstanding before he stood in need of him he could slight him”. The 
Committee appear to have forgiven Abraham if he did indeed desert in 1679, and 
on February 23, 1681, when he “ presented himselfe willing to serve the Compa. 
under the wages of 4 /i. p. Month. . .” it was agreed that he should “ enter into 
pay the roth Aprill ” (4.8.8., VIII, 108). On May 6 following the Committee 
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ordered a gratuity of £2 and a loan of £8 “ for fitting out himselfe for the present 
Expedicion ” (ibid., p. 122), and Abraham sailed as mate in the Diligence 
(Captain Walker). The vessel arrived at Charlton Island on September 16, 1681 
(ibid., pp. 240, 260), and spent the winter there, returning to England in the 
summer of 1682. In his 1682 report Nixon remarked that Abraham was one of 
those who, “in their oune oppinions . . . reackone themselves the men of most 
knowledge in the Northwest”. But Nixon found it not so (ibid., p. 263). On 
January 31, 1683, the Governor and Committee engaged John Abraham “ as 
Commander for Porte Nellson ”, and on March 13 it was resolved that he should 
go there as commander of the chartered ketch George (H.B.S., 1X, 71, 83). On 
his arrival at Port Nelson Abraham found that the Company’s post, like Benjamin 
Gillam’s further up Nelson River, had been destroyed by Radisson and des 
Groseilliers earlier in the year, and that all the Englishmen had been taken 
prisoners. Radisson had left des Groseilliers’ son, Jean Baptiste Chouart, in 
charge of the French post on the south bank of Hayes River. Either before or 
after Abraham reached Port Nelson, the Company’s ship Albemarle, which had 
wintered at the Bottom of the Bay, arrived there, and took up her station. 
Abraham sent the George home, but kept the 4/bemarle at Port Nelson. He 
built Fort Hayes on the south shore of Nelson River in 1683 and forced Chouart 
to retire for safety to Rainbow Island, five miles above the tidal waters of Hayes 
River. In May, 1684, Abraham was appointed “ Governour & Chiefe 
Commander for the Compa. within the River of Port Nelson and of & in all that 
Bay called Buttons Bay and of & in all the Lands & Territories from Cape 
Henrietta Maria to the utmost extent of the Compa. Charter from thence 
Northward ” at a salary of £100 per annum (pp. 110, 111,112). Radisson, who 
had recently re-entered the Company’s service, was sent to help Abraham “ in 
reduceing the French Factorey & in makeing our settlement in & aboute Port 
Nelson” (p. rr1). But before his commission arrived Abraham, “ for fear of 
snsults from the French and Indians ” (D. Brymner, Report on Canadian Archives, 
1895, Pierre Esprit Radisson’s “‘ Relation Of the voyage of the year 1684 ”, p. 55) 
had abandoned Fort Hayes and left for England in the 4/demarle. On leaving 
Hudson Bay he accidentally met the Lucy (Captain Outlaw) from England and, 
learning of his commission, returned to Port Nelson to take up his appointment 
(ibid., and p. 145). Radisson won Chouart and the other Frenchmen over to the 
Company’s side and then sailed for England, leaving George Geyer, under 
Abraham’s orders, building York Fort on the north shore of Hayes River. When 
Radisson left for England Abraham was in sole possession of both Nelson and 
Hayes Rivers, but early in September a French expedition from Quebec, led by 
M. dela Martiniére, arrived in Hayes River to relieve Chouart and to take charge 
of his fort. They found the English in control. Abraham’s right to be in 
the river was challenged. The two leaders met, examined their commissions and 
“ concluded they could live in peace . . . without either side fortifying ...”, but 
on the French discovering that Abraham was already well fortified, and on his 
refusal to dismount his cannon, an unsuccessful attack was made on York Fort. 
The French built forts on the south shore of Hayes River and during season 
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1684-85 there was constant friction between the French and English parties. 
Although Abraham was in the stronger position he did not make the best of his 
advantage and in July, 1685, the French sailed away with large returns in furs 
(see Appendix A, “ Port Nelson”). When the ships arrived from England in 
1685 Abraham learnt that as he had not held his post until the arrival of the ships 
in the preceding year, his commission as Governor had been cancelled and he 
was to be replaced by Thomas Phipps from the Bottom of the Bay. But “ in 
regard ” he had “ beene long in the Service of the Company ” the Committee 
hoped he would be faithful, so he was appointed Deputy Governor under Phipps 
and a member of his Council (pp. 145, 149). Radisson was to return to Port 
Nelson as “ Superintendent and Chiefe Director of trade” (p. 147). Phipps 
took up his appointment at Port Nelson and during season 1685-86 Abraham 
served as Deputy Governor until the ships arrived from England. ‘Then he 
learnt that by permitting the French “ their quiet trading in our Rivers ” during 
season 1684-85 he had once again incurred the Governor and Committee’s 
displeasure and that he was to return to England (pp. 188, 190). Radisson had 
evidently complained of Abraham in his letter to London of September 15, 1685, 
for in their reply the Governor and Committee remarked that they had “ had too 
many Instances of the weakness & Imprudent carriage of Mr. Abraham as 
Governor ” and that he had been recalled (pp. 196-7). Abraham returned to 
England in the 4éraham and Robert (Captain Porten) and on October 13, 1686, 
appeared before the Committee “ acquainteing them of his proceedings... & 
how he did the last Spring Sayle 50 leagues Northward of Port Nellson & 
discovered there a faire River...” (A. 1/84, fo. 40). This referred to the voyage 
he had made to Churchill River with Michael Grimington in the sloop Hayes in 
June and July, 1686 (see p. 340). On March 7, 1687, Abraham appeared before 
a subcommittee, and after hearing a charge preferred against him undertook to 
deliver his answer in writing (A. 1/9, fo. 9). No reply appears to have been 
received, and on June 3, 1687, the Governor and Committee informed George 
Geyer, Phipps’ successor at Port Nelson, that Abraham was “ goeing an 
Interloper to the place [Churchill River] hee went with Michaell Grmington 
the Last yeare in the Hayes Sloope”, and that he made “ great Braggs”’ his 
would be the best settlement of any which had “ yett been found”. According 
to their information, he was to sail in the Mary (— Groves, commander), and 
although they had taken legal steps to prevent her sailing, by ‘some private 
Intimation ”, they knew that Abraham was “ Still resolved to adventure ” (p. 
237). ‘The interlopers moved to Ireland, and on September 27, 1687, there 
arrived at Cork, “the Mary of London Zachary Bardon Mr. laden with 
Provisions bound for Hudson’s Bay and as Comander and Merchant of her came 
one Capt. Bardock and Capt. John Abrahams” (A. 6/2, fo. 18). Alterations 
were made to the ship, more partners entertained, and another vessel, the 
Humphrey and Thomas, alias Rainbow, bought to accompany the Mary. ‘The 
vessels then apparently went to Holland and from thence were supposed to sail 
for Hudson Bay (ibid.) about the early summer of 1688. According to Soloman 
Nichols, gunsmith, who sailed in the Company’s frigate CAurchi//(Captain Bond), 
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Captains Abraham and Outlaw were aboard the Mary, “ whome they found in 
distress in the Ice ” in the middle of Hudson Strait “‘ Some time of the month of 
Augst.”. The Mary was “ in Soe Leakey a Condition that they Could not Keepe 
her above water”, and Abraham, Outlaw and the crew were taken aboard the 
Company’s ships Churchill and Yonge, which were bound for Albany River 
(ibid., fo. 36). During the winter of 1688-89, the English fort was destroyed 
by the French and all the Englishmen made prisoners. Several of the Company’s 
servants were sent to Canada, but the rest were allowed to depart in the Company’s 
ship Huband, which eventually reached Limerick, Ireland (ibid., fo. 36d.), where 
one of the Company’s officers, Andrew Hamilton, sold her and distributed the 
money among the ship’s company. What happened to Abraham and the other 
interlopers is not known. ‘They may have remained with the French or have 
been among those who reached Ireland, but in May, 1690, the Governor and 
Committee instructed George Geyer at Port Nelson “ to treat Capt. Abraham & 
Capt. Outlaw, if they happen within your Reach ” as enemies and to seize them 
(ibid., fo. 42). Nothing has been traced in the Company’s archives concerning 
Abraham’s antecedents and all that is known of his family is that his wife, Mary, 
received money from the Company in 1683, 1684 and 1686 (H.B.8., IX, 150, 
196 and A. 1/84, fo. 19). 


Bond, William 


William Bond of Rotherhithe was born about 1655 and entered the service of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1672, when he sailed in the Company’s ship 
Imploy (Captain Samuel Cole) as gunner. Bond wintered at Rupert River and 
in July, 1673, according to an affidavit he made on May 20, 1687, he “ was Sent 
with the Said Shipp [Jmp/oy] by Mr. Charles Bayly the Companyes then 
Governr....unto Port Nelson to trade there”. The Jmp/oy, according to 
Bond, remained at Port Nelson for fifteen days during September, 1673, but did 
not see any Indians. The vessel arrived back at Rupert River in October 
following (P.R.O., C.O. 134/1, fo. 205). Bond remained in James Bay and in 
September, 1678, Governor Bayly informed the Committee that Bond, Thomas 
Moor and George Geyer had been with him “ about Six Years in a constant 
Discovery ” of the country, “ yea, in very dangerous Places” (Report from the 
Committee...1749, p. 273). Bond returned to England in the Fohn and 
Alexander in 1679, and for at least the last year and a quarter of his service his 
salary was at the rate of £30 per annum (p. 3 and A. 15/1, fo. 24). During 
part of the winter of 1679-80 the Co//eton yacht was in his care and he advised 
the Committee on the types of goods that should be bought for trade (H.2.8., 
VIII, 13-16, 25). On May 29, 1680, the Governor and Committee informed 
Governor Nixon that they had intended to have again employed William Bond 
but, “ upon the death of Mr. Baily he set so great a value upon himself” that they 
‘judged him not fit for farther imployments, being resolved not to be imposed 
on ” (p. 3), and nothing more was heard of him until December 9, 1681, when 
the Committee was informed that William Bond desired ‘‘ by Mr. Cradock to be 
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Admitted againe into the Companies service at Hudson Bay”. The Committee 
agreed to re-engage him for such service as they should think fit at £60 per 
annum (H.8.8., VIII, 159), and he was formally re-admitted on December 14 
(ibid., 162). On February ro, 1682, Bond was appointed commander of the 
ship then being built and, on April 11, when she was launched and named 
Craven, he took charge of her (ibid., pp. 181, 204). His commission was given 
to him on May 15, together with his sailing instructions of the same date, which 
ordered him to sail for Charlton Island (pp. 31-2). On the same day the 
Governor and Committee wrote to Governor Nixon informing him that they 
had “‘ built a New Vessell for Chichichuan River, which [draws] not much above 
five foote Weater and burden about 40 tuns is the best and Strongest barke was 
ever sent into those pts.’’, and adding that William Bond was in command of 
her (p. 44). When the time came for Bond to take the oath of fidelity to the 
Company and “ not directly nor indirectly to drive any private trade”, “ this 
young blade ’’, as Richard Cradock and Nicholas Hayward called him & 53); 

refused. In spite of time being short, Bond was given no alternative but to leave 
his ship and, “at last with abundance of difficulty”, he submitted to the 
Committee and was “againe received into the Compa. favor and service ” 
(p. 53, H.B.8., VIII, 230). Cradock'and Hayward, who suspected Bond of 
having a store of goods for private trade, informed Governor Nixon of Bond’s 

behaviour and added the warning that they perceived him “ to bee of a stu bborne 
Sullen disposition ”, and that he would require “ more then ordinary eye ” over 
him. It was left to Nixon’s discretion whether Bond should remain in the 
country or be sent back to England (p. 53). In 1683 Henry Sergeant went 
to the Bottom of the Bay to succeed Nixon and, amongst other things, he was 
instructed to send Bond home aboard the Ditigence (p. 78). But these 
instructions could not be carried out exactly because by the time they arrived 
Bond, replacing Captain Ezbon Sandford, who had died, had sailed to Port 
Nelson in the Company’s ship 4/4emarle, which had spent the winter of 1682-83 
at the Bottom of the Bay (H.B8.8., IX, 142). Bond returned to England from 
Port Nelson in command of the chartered ship George, arriving in the Downs by 
October 22, 1683 (H.B.8., IX, 141, 180), and by December 3 the Committee 
had decided to re-engage him (ibid., p. 165). A salary of £100 was at first 
mentioned, but on December 14 Bond was re-engaged for one year at £60, and 
four days later the Committee agreed to a gratuity of £40 if they heard good 
reports of him (ibid., 175, 179, 181). On March 14, 1684, Bond was appointed 
master of the chartered ship Happy Return, and on May 14 he received his sailing 
instructions. ‘These, which were not to be opened until he reached Hudson 
Strait, ordered him to sail to Port Nelson, where he was to “ apply ” himself to 
Governor Abraham and to be a member of his council (pp. 111, 114). According 
to Pierre Esprit Radisson, who had just re-entered the Company’s service and was 
aboard on both the outward and homeward voyages, the Happy Return left 
Gravesend on May 17, made a successful voyage, left Port Nelson on September 
4. and arrived in the Downs on October 23, 1684 (Brymner, Report on Canadian 
Archives, 1895, p. 81). After the expiry of his contract on December 13, Bond 
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offered to serve for another year on the same terms as before, and to this the 
Committee agreed (A. 1/8, fos. 7, 9d.). He was again appointed to the command 
of the chartered ship Happy Return, and Radisson was once more a passenger on 
the outward voyage (pp. 147, 150). Bond’s instructions dated May 25, 1685, 
ordered him to sail in company with the Perpetuana Merchant (Captain Hume) 
to the “ North & South Rivers of Port Nelson” (p. 150), but apparently the 
vessels became separated either off The Lizard or off Land’s End (A. 1 /84, fos. 
1od., 11d.). Bond made the journey to and from Port Nelson in safety, reaching 
the Downs on October 26, 1685 (A. 1/8, fo. 46), but the Perpetuana Merchant 
was captured by the French on July 27, when entering Hudson Bay (A. 1/84, 
fo. gd.). The Committee, at a meeting held on January 8, 1686, decided that 
Bond by leaving “ Capt. Hume... the whole voyage contrary to his sayleing 
orders ” had “ notoriously broken charter party ”, and, at another meeting held 
on February 5, he was “sharpely reproved”” and “ the usiall gratuety... 
retayned in the Compa. hands untill farther order . . .’. On February 24 Bond 
asked for the balance of his account and the Committee, considering he had 
“ beene an old Servant ”, said they were willing to pay this outstanding balance, 
but, “ he haveing offended in not observeing his sayleing orders in his last voyage 
to Port Nelson ”, credit should be given for the £31 9s. 3¢. due, ‘‘ & upon his 
next Returne ... he behaveing himself faithfull that money shall be paid him a 
At the same time he was re-engaged for a further year on the same terms as 
previously (A. 1/84, fos. 1od., 16d., 19d.). On May 15, 1686, Bond received 
orders to sail in the Happy Return for Charlton Island (p. 172), and at 3 a.m. on 
May 22 he left Gravesend (A. 1/84, fo. 33). According to Bond’s own testimony, 
when the Happy Return was thirty leagues within Hudson Strait at one a.m. on 
July 10, she was “ bulgerd with a large peece of ice & sunke 3 of an houre after ” 
(ibid., fo. 4od.). Nothing more is known about this wreck, but Bond (A. 15/3, 
fo. 67), his ship’s company and passengers apparently reached Port Nelson, 
where most of them spent the winter of 1686-87. Governor Geyer could not 
send them to the Bottom of the Bay in the Company’s ship 4/bemarle because 
de Troyes had captured the three forts there. Bond must have returned to 
England in the déraham and Robert (Captain Porten), which arrived in the 
Downs on October 8, 1686 (A. 1/84, fo. 39d.), and twelve days later he appeared 
before the Committee to account for the loss of the Happy Return (ibid., fo. 40d.). 
Bond was again engaged by the Company in 1687 and given command of the 
Company’s pink Dering. ‘This vessel of one hundred and twenty tons was 
originally the Edward and Fohn pink, and was bought for £500 (A. 1/9, fos. 
7d.-8). Bond’s orders dated June 1, 1687, instructed him to sail for “ Yorke 
Fort in Hayes River ” (p. 243). He made a successful voyage and arrived in the 
Downs on October 21, 1687 (A. 1/9, fo. 25). In 1688 the Company planned to 
make a settlement at the Bottom of the Bay, where the French had been in 
possession since de Troyes captured Moose, Rupert River and Albany in 1686. 
Captain John Marsh was chosen for governor, Captain Andrew Hamilton as 
deputy governor, and Bond was made “ Admirall in those parts & Seas...”. 
Marsh was advised by the Committee that they had “ had long experience of 
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Capt. Bonds fidelity & ability ...therefore would have you allwayes shew a 
particular esteeme to him & respect for his advise, and doe expect you undertake 
noe matter of moment without his Concurrence dureing his Stay with you ...” 
(A. 1/10, fos. 15d., 22 ; A. 6/2, fos. 19, 21, 22d.). The Committee ordered that 
Bond should “ Sitt Third in the Councell ” (A. 1/10, fo. 15d.). He was given 
command of the newly-built Churchi// frigate and was accompanied by the Yonge 
(Captain John Simpson), when he sailed from Gravesend towards the end of 
June, 1688 (A. 6/2, fo. 6d.; A. 1/10, fo. 22). Their destination was Albany 
River, where they were to make a new settlement “ without annoying the 
French ” (A. 6/2, fo. 6d.). According to an affidavit made on February ro, 
1690, by Soloman Nichols, gunsmith, who sailed aboard the CAurchil/, the ships 
were about the middle of Hudson Strait in August when “ they mett with an 
Interlopeing English Shipp Called the Mary on board of which were Capt. John 
Outlaw & Capt. John Abraham whome they found in distress in the Ice in which 
Condition they afforded them what Releife they could & Received on board their 
Shipp all the men being about Twenty in Number”. The next day the Mary 
sank. Again according to Nichols, the C4urchi// and the Yonge arrived at 
Albany River about September 8 or ro. A landing was made on Bayly Island 
and a “ Barracado” raised for defence. One of the interlopers was killed by a 
shot from the French and about fourteen days after landing “‘ Capt. Bond went 
with the Governr. Capt. John Marsh in the... Churchill to the Uper end of 
Balyes Iseland to another Iseland near it which they then named Churchill 
Iseland ...”. Here a fort was built and one man was killed and two wounded by 
French shots. Nichols continued : “... about the Latter end of [December] . . . 
Capt. Bond & James Miller his mate togeather with Capt. Jno. Simson goeing 
out a hunting for pateridges, Capt. Simson Returning home to the factory & Capt. 
Bond togeather with his mate Refuseing . . . to Returne home about the Evening 
were Surprised & taken by the french togeather with his mate & Carried away 
as prisoners to their factory”. ‘That was not the end of the Englishmen’s troubles. 
Later Governor Marsh died and the French captured the fort and the ships 
Churchill and Yonge. The Huband at Rupert River was also captured. Bond, 
with several other Englishmen, was sent overland to Canada, and his ship was 
used to take the French commander, d’Iberville, either to Canada or France 
(A. 6/2, fo. 36-36d.). On May 22, 1690, the Governor and Committee in- 
formed George Geyer at Port Nelson that news from Canada had been received 
via France “‘ that small numbers of French at the Bottom of the Bay had taken an 
English Fort and three ships”’. They added: “ this seemed hardly Credible at 
first, but proved too trew afterwards, For Bond & his mate Foolishly wandring 
to hunt Pateridges, were them selves caught Like woodcocks & then by Subtle 
degrees our Factory Shipps & goods Surprized, to the perpetuall shame of the 
Nation ...” (ibid., fo. 40). According to a petition presented to the Queen on 
October 1, 1691, by Susan Bond, Catherine Miller and several other women 
whose husbands were prisoners of the French, Bond and his fellow captives had 
been kept for about two years “‘ in miserable Servitude ” in Canada, and about 
three months previously had arrived in La Rochelle, where they were imprisoned 
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(A. 9/4, fo. 16). On June 17, 1692, the Governor and Committee informed 
George Geyer at Port Nelson that they were “ not without Reports of some 
designe forming in France against Port Nelson”, and suggested that “ some 
Renegado English men” were concerned in it “ for Capt. Bond & some others 
(tho they have been long in France) are not come home yet” (A. 6/2, fo. 56). 
What happened afterwards to Bond is not known, but it is possible that he was 
the “ Wm. Bond ” who was recorded as being commander of the Greenland 
Company’s ship George on November 26, 1694 (P.R.O., C.O. 388/3, Paper 45, 
Bundle F). 


Bridgar, Fohn 

John Bridgar was apparently engaged for the service of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company on April 19, 1678, at a salary of £40 per annum and sailed for the 
Bottom of the Bay, where he arrived on August 22, (A. 15/2, fo. rosd.). Before 
Governor Bayly’s return to England in 1679 a post had been established 
at Chichewan (Albany) River and Bridgar was left in charge as chief factor 
(p. 5). On May 21, 1680, the Governor and Committee informed him: 
“ Wee have yours of the 21th September from Port Comfort, and are well pleased 
tounderstand that you have assisted in beginning a trade at the River of Chichichiwan 
_.. And forasmuch as you are appointed to be chief in that Factory, wee do expect 
extraordinary diligence from you...” (p. 20). Arrangements were made that if 
Governor Nixon should die his deputy, Walter Farr, should succeed him and 
Bridgar should take Farr’s place in the succession (p. 13). Bridgar returned to 
England in 1681 and apparently re-joined the service almost immediately as he 
advised on the “ tonnage” for the 1682 expedition and on March 22, 1682, 
requested leave to go to Dublin on “ exterordinary business ” (p. 38, and H.B.8., 
VIII, 138, 194, 197). He was formally “ entertained ” on May 8, 1682, as 
Governor of Port Nelson for three years at a salary of {roo per annum “ to 
commence at his arrivall at Hudson Bay ” (H.B.8., VIII, 213). It was of the 
utmost importance to the Company that Port Nelson should be settled (see p. 364) 
and on May 15, Bridgar was given a commission as ‘‘ Governor & Commandr. of 
and in the River called Port Nelson, and of and in all the rivers Lands and 
Territories Isles Creekes & Lakes from Cape Henrietta Maria Northward upon 
the West main in the Bay called Buttons Bay lying within the Streights of 
Hudson...” (p. 34). On the same day Governor Nixon at the Bottom of the 
Bay was informed of the appointment. ‘The Governor and Committee wrote to 
him: “‘... by reasons of your greate distance .. . Wee have resolved to make 
it [Port Nelson] a Factory and Goverment by it selfe, and have made choice of 
Mr. John Bridgar to bee our Governour there, Of whose Ingenuity fidelity and 
Industry Wee have great Confidence and though hee is not Subordinate to or 
has any dependence on you, Yet wee shall order him to Contrive a way of 
Correspondence with you, that you may understand each others Conditions...” 
(p. 42). From his instructions dated May 15, 1682, Bridgar learnt that Captain 
Zachariah Gillam in the Prince Rupert was to help him establish a post before 
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going to the Bottom of the Bay to winter, and that Captain Ezbon Sandford in 
the 4/bemarle was to remain with him at Port Nelson (pp. 35-6) and act as 
deputy governor (H.B.8., VIII, 234). Unknown to the Company two other 
expeditions were also on their way to Port Nelson. Benjamin Gillam in the 
Bachelor's Delight from New England was the first to arrive and he settled in 
Nelson River. Radisson and Groseilliers came next in two ships and settled in 
Hayes River. On September 18 Bridgar mistakenly entered Nelson River 
instead of Hayes River, but Radisson, who was on the spot when the English 
ships arrived, soon pointed out the error and challenged their right to be there. 
As will be seen from p. 365 Bridgar settled on the north bank of Nelson 
River, just below Sir Thomas Button’s wintering place and there passed the 
winter of 1682-83. The Prince Rupert, with Captain Gillam aboard, was lost 
on October 21, 1682, and at about that date the //4emar/e sailed to winter at the 
Bottom of the Bay. In the early part of 1683 Radisson captured the New England 
party and their ship. In June or July the English fort was taken and Bridgar and 
his men made prisoners (pp. 103-04; A. 15/2, fo. tosd.). Radisson’s own 
version of the events of this time will be found in Scull, Voyages of Peter Esprit 
Radisson, pp. 249-314. or Brymner, Report on Canadian Archives, 1895, pp. 
13-49. Bridgar was taken by Radisson to Quebec, where they arrived about the 
end of October, 1683, but he was released there by the Governor. According 
to Radisson, Bridgar parted from him on friendly terms and sailed for New 
England aboard the Bachelor's Delight. He appeared before the Committee on 
July 5, 1684, “ being newly arrived ”, to give an account of the events at Port 
Nelson (A. 1/7, fo. 34d.), and on July 16 it was ordered that £41 195. od. should 
be paid him on account of charges he incurred whilst at Quebec and in New 
England. ‘This sum included, amongst others, the following charges incurred 
at Quebec: £6 for interpreters, 19s. od. “‘ Spent in Threats ”, and ros. od. for 
“ the Generalls guarde ”. His passage to New England cost £6, “ rideing 150 
miles in New-England ” cost £10 and his passage to England cost £8. Because 
he had “ beene a great sufferer in the Compa. service ” he was given a gratuity of 
£69 35. 7¢., and the Company promised “ to pay his bill drawen upon the Compa. 
amo. unto £152 5. 8. when he was in New England pble. to Mr. Henry Sergeant 
Junior...” (ibid., fos. 35d.—36). In December, 1684, Bridgar was helping to 
“* Draw out victuling bills for port Nellson for 12m. according to the Number of 
men there” (A. 1/8, fo. 9), and on March 30, 1685, “after a long Debate ”, 
the Committee resolved that he should “‘ goe Governour in the Compa. service 
of Port Nellson for 3 yeares at and under the Sallery of one hundred pounds per 
Annum” and that Radisson should accompany him as “ Superintendant and 
Director of the Trade there” (A. 1/8, fo. 22d.). But on April ro, 1685, 
difficulties arose. ‘The Frenchmen who had come from Port Nelson with 
Radisson in 1684 and were returning to Hudson Bay in the Company’s service 
(see p. 117, n. 2, and p. 147, n. 1), refused to take the oath of fidelity, and two 
members of the Committee were, as a consequence, “ Impowred .. . to assure 
Mr. Piere Radisson Mr. John Bridgar shall not goe Governor to Port Nellson ” 
(ibid., fo. 25d.). Radisson and his fellow-countrymen evidently did not wish to 
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serve under the man they had taken prisoner in 1682. On May 15, 1685, the 
Committee again “ entertained ” Bridgar for three years and he took the oath 
of fidelity. He was to be “ Deputy Governor in the bottome of the Bay at the 
rate of £100 p. yeare his wages to commence at his Arrival in the Bay ” (ibid., fo. 
31d.). Governour Sergeant was informed of this appointment by letter dated 
May 22, and he was also told that Bridgar would be his successor in 1686 (pp. 
144, 186). Bridgar apparently sailed in the Success (Captain Outlaw) and the 
voyage was an eventful one. When about the entrance of Hudson Strait she met 
the two French ships which had spent season 1684~85 in opposition to John 
Abraham in Hayes River and which, on this homeward voyage, had captured the 
Company’s chartered ship Perpetuana Merchant en route to Port Nelson. The 
French ships had also attacked the chartered ship Owzer’s Goodwill which was 
sailing for the Bottom of the Bay, but to no purpose. The Success gave chase to 
the French ships for two days and Father Silvy’s journal (‘T’yrrell, Docs. Rel. 
Hudson Bay, pp. 73-8) describes the events in detail. Bridgar, or “ Le Brigueur Ps 
as Silvy called him, tried to regain the Perpetwana Merchant, by force and by 
parley with the French, but he was unsuccessful. Eventually the Success 
proceeded to the Bottom of the Bay and the French ships returned to Canada. 
Bridgar, who succeeded James Knight (p. 144), was stationed at Moose during 
trading season 1685-86, and on May 20, 1686, the Committee confirmed by 
commission and letter that he was to be “‘ Governour and Chief Commander of 
and in Hudson’s Bay ...and of and in all the Lands and Territories Isles and 
forts, seas, Bayes, Rivers, Creekes and Lakes in and about the said Bay within the 
streights Leading thereunto called Hudsons streights upon the East mayne of the 
said Bay and from the Cape Henrietta Maria Inclusive upon the West mayne 
thereof” (pp. 173, 176). But Bridgar was warned that his salary would remain at 
£100 per annum and was given the doubtful consolation of learning that it was 
the Committee’s “ Resolution for the future to retrench the Governrs. Salery 
in that place from what it hath beene to £100 p. yeare above which noe Governor 
there for the future shall have”. His “ cheerfull acquiescence ” was expected 
(p. 178), but it is not known if it would have been given or not because in that 
year the dispatches did not reach the Bottom of the Bay. The Happy Return 
(Captain William Bond) was lost on the outward voyage, and the Chevalier de 
Troyes captured the forts at Moose, Rupert River and Albany in the same 
summer. According to Sergeant’s version of events at the Bottom of the Bay in 
the summer of 1686, Bridgar, accompanied by all his officers, left his post at 
Moose River for Rupert River on June 10, 1686, and on the following day de 
Troyes captured it (p. 313). Bridgar was apparently aboard the Company’s ship 
Craven when she was captured at Rupert River on June 23 (p. 320, and Caron, 
Fournal de I’ Expédition du Chevalier de Troyes @ la Baie d’ Hudson, en 1686, 
pp. 77-8, 97). Later he sailed with Sergeant aboard the Co//eton from 
Charlton Island to Port Nelson, and he either wintered 1686-87 there or 
at New Severn. On June 3, 1687, the Committee informed George Geyer 
at Port Nelson that if Bridgar was there he was to be sent home (p. 235). 
Bridgar accordingly returned in the chartered ship Fohn and Thomas (Captain 
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Edgcombe) in 1687 (A. 15/3, fo. 100) and appeared before the Committee 
on October 24, (A. 1/9, fo. 25). The salary due to him was paid six days 
later (A. 15/3, fo. 150) and after that he was apparently not referred to again 
in the Company’s books. 


Garland, Thomas 


It is not known when Thomas Garland first entered the service of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, but on May 15, 1678, he was listed as a seaman in the Company’s 
ship Prince Rupert (A. 15/1, fo. 12), and he spent the winter of 1678-79 at the 
Bottom of the Bay. He returned to England in the Fohn and Alexander in the 
following year (H.B.8., VIII, 22, 27, 30), but on January 26, 1680, he again 
entered into a contract to serve the Company at the Bottom of the Bay. The 
term was for three years at £30 per annum (ibid., 27-8). Garland sailed from 
Gravesend on June 2, 1680, in the Company’s ship 4/demarle, and the Governor 
and Committee decided that if anything should happen to Captain Thomas 
Draper on the voyage he should succeed to the command. Draper’s sailing orders 
instructed him to sail for New Severn, where he was to establish a post and take 
command: Garland was to be the chief trader there (pp. 14-15). It is not 
known if the 4/emarle went to New Severn or not, but, in spite of the Governor 
and Committee’s directions, no post was established there during season 1680-81 
(see p. 362). In his report for season 1681-82 (H.B.S., VIII, 240, 263), 
Governor Nixon mentioned Garland being at Charlton Island and acting as pilot 
to the Diligence when she arrived from England in September, 1681. He 
further remarked that Garland was one of the men who, “in their oune 
oppinions . . .reackone themselves the men of most knowledge in the Northwest ”, 
and added: “but indeed I find it not so” (ibid., p. 263). During season 
1681-82 Garland was master of the Hayes sloop and a member of Governor 
Nixon’s council (ibid., pp. 300, 303, 304). Garland returned to England as a 
passenger in the chartered ship Friendship (Captain Edwards) in 1682 (A. 15/2, 
fo. 54), and on January 31, 1683, the Committee agreed to re-engage him 
(H.B.8., 1X, 71). On March 13, he was definitely “ taken into the Compa. 
Service ” for three years at {50 per annum as master of the Co//eton yacht, which 
was then in James Bay (ibid., p. 84). He was allowed to have a boy to wait upon 
him, and Henry Richard was engaged for this purpose at 125. od. per month 
(ibid., p. 91). Garland sailed in the Divigence (Captain N. Walker) and served 
for three seasons at the Bottom of the Bay. On June 10, 1686, he left Moose 
Factory with John Bridgar for Rupert River and was taken prisoner there later in 
the month when de ‘Troyes captured the fort and the Company’s ships Craven 
and Colleton. Garland was later released by the French and sailed with Governor 
Sergeant’s party in the Co//eton to Port Nelson, and he wintered either there or at 
New Severn during 1686-87. He returned to England in the chartered ship 
Fohn and Thomas (Captain Edgcombe) in 1687 (A. 15/3, fo. 100), and after the 
final settlement of his wages was made on December 10 of that year (A.1/10), 
no further reference was made to him in the Company’s books. Nothing has 
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been found in the Company’s archives concerning Garland’s family, except for 
a few references to his wife Katherine (p. 186, A. 15/2, fo. 12d.; H.B.S., VIL, 
OEP Ae 1/84, £0.31). 


Missenden, Samuel 


Samuel Missenden, “‘ being a Gentleman very well recommended ” (p. 148), 
was engaged by the Hudson’s Bay Company for four years and took the oath of 
fidelity on May 15, 1685. It was arranged that he should act as “ second” to 
Governor Abraham at Port Nelson until Thomas Phipps succeeded as Governor 
in the autumn of 1685. ‘Then Missenden was to be chief warehousekeeper. His 
salary was to be at the rate of £30 per annum. In 1686 Abraham was due to 
return to England and then Missenden was to succeed him as Deputy Governor 
under Thomas Phipps at a salary of £50 per annum (A. 1/8, fo. 31d.). On 
May 22, 1685, the Governor and Committee instructed Abraham that “ If any 
Accident should detaine Mr. Phipps... or in case of Mortallity of Mr. Phipps 
or your owne, our meaneing then is, and we doe in any of those Cases, Constitute 
Mr. Sam. Missenden to be Second to you until Mr. Phipps his Arrival, & if it 
please God that you should not be liveing to Succeed in your place” (p. 146). 
Two ships sailed for Port Nelson in 1685, but only the Happy Return (Captain 
Bond) in which Missenden sailed, reached there safely. Phipps eventually took 
up his appointment and Missenden was presumably warehousekeeper at Port 
Nelson for season 1685-86. On May 15, 1686, the Committee issued a 
commission appointing Missenden chief at New Severn and Deputy Governor 
under George Geyer at Port Nelson. If Geyer should die or return to England 
Missenden was “ to succeed him in the Government” (p.175). This commission 
was issued because the Committee were uncertain of Phipps’ future intentions, 
and was only to be acted upon if Phipps returned to England, but if he continued 
as Governor at Port Nelson, Geyer was to be chief at New Severn and Missenden 
was to be “second ” at Port Nelson (pp. 190, 194, 197). These arrangements 
were outlined in a letter to Missenden dated May 20, when he was also informed 
that his salary would be £50 per annum (pp. 200-02). As Phipps returned to 
England Geyer became Governor at Port Nelson and Missenden was presumably 
chief at New Severn during season 1686-87. ‘The Governor and Committee’s 
letter to Missenden dated June 3, 1687 (pp. 240-1) shows that he was not expected 
home, but although he still had two years of his contracted time to serve he 
returned to England in 1687. On October 26 he appeared before the Committee 
“ and delivered in a Writeing the reasons of his Leaveing the Compas. ymploy ”. 
Some money for clothes and necessaries was requested and £20 was obtained 
(A. 1/9, fo. 25d.). On October 28 Missenden was, for no obvious reason, 
ordered together with Radisson, Sergeant, Outlaw and Norbury, to attend the 
Deputy Governor and Committee to Whitehall on Sunday, October 30, when 
“ the Concerne of this Compa. against the French ” was to be laid before the 
King. At the same Committee the book-keeper was ordered to make up the 
account of “ Amice Damarisque” and pay any wages due to him to Missenden 
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who had produced the necessary letter of attorney (ibid., fo. 26). On November 
16 the Committee ordered that Missenden should receive £75 15. 2d. on this 
account (ibid., fo. 29). At a Subcommittee held on November 18, 1687, 
Missenden’s paper was read when it appeared “ that his comeing over was soe 
farr for the Compaies. interest that he lay under an unavoidable necessity of 
comeing over or lying there a prisoner”. Nothing more has been found which 
sheds any light on these remarks. At the same Subcommittee he was given leave 
“to goe over to Hambrough to see his Father” and he was expected again in 
London “ timely in the Spring ” (ibid., fo. 29). On December 2, the Committee 
resolved to pay any money due to Missenden and to discharge him “ of any 
obligacon of Serveing the Company ”, thus leaving him “ at Liberty to ymploy 
himselfe ” as he pleased, but if he wished “ to tender his Service anew in the 
Springe ” they would consider his proposals (A. 1/10, fo. 1d.). Missenden wrote 
to the Company from Amsterdam on December 20 “ giveing an acco. that there 
was designes of Sending Some interlopeing Shipps to Hudsons Bay ” (see p. 372), 
and on April 25, 1688, he “ brought Three Gunns from Hambrough ” to the 
Committee and again “ offered his Service” (A. 1/10, fos. 6d., 13, 13d.). He 
made another application on May g, but on May 23, the Committee, “ after long 
debate ”, decided that it was not “ for the Companys interest and conveniency ” 
to engage him (ibid., pp. 14, 16d.)._ When writing to Governor Geyer at Port 
Nelson on June 2, 1688, the Committee gave as their reason for not re-engaging 
Missenden the fact that he had “ indiscreetly left his ymployment ” (A. 6/2, fo. 
5d.). Nothing more concerning Missenden appeared in the Company’s books 
until May 8, 1689, when it was recorded in the Committee minutes: “ Mr. 
Manning Mr. Samuell Missendens Brother—offering to reimburse Amie 
Damarisques Wages amounting to Seaventy Five pounds One Shilling and Two 
pence which the said Samuell Missenden as his Attorney received It is ordered 
by this Committee that the said Manning may Cancell Mr. Missendens receipt 
or otherwise any ‘Two of the Committee upon paymt. of the said money back 
shall indempnifye him for soe doeing ” (A. 1/11). 


Norbury, Bryan (or Brian) 


Bryan Norbury, whose parents were “ persons of good value ”, was engaged 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company on March 3, 1680, to serve for two years in 
Hudson Bay “ in such Quality as the Governor & Councell there ” should direct. 
His wages were at the rate of £9 for the first year and £12 for the second year. 
In recommending him to John Nixon the Governor and Committee mentioned 
that “ He hath been entred in the Mathematicks, and hath a peculiar Genius for 
making of Landskips, wherein if he proves diligent he may be usefull to us ” (p. 
11,and H.B.8., VIII, 44). Norbury was stationed at Albany River in 1682 and 
instead of returning, he renewed his contract. During 1682-83 his wages were 
£12. In 1684 the Governor and Committee requested that he should be sent 
to Slude River where a settlement was to be made and the isinglass worked under 
his supervision. At the request of Norbury’s uncle and attorney, William 
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Norbury, his salary was raised to £25 per annum. ‘The settlement at Slude 
River was not made but Norbury’s salary was raised to £30 per annum in 1685 
and he was appointed trader and warehousekeeper at Albany River. In the 
following year his salary was increased to £50 per annum and he was appointed 
chief trader at Hayes Island (Moose River), but he did not benefit because before 
the news reached him he had been captured by the French under de Troyes on 
July 23, 1686, when accompanying John Bridgar on a visit to Rupert River. 
Norbury was later released and sailed in the Co//eton to Port Nelson, and he 
wintered there or at New Severn during 1686-87. He returned to England in 
the chartered ship Fohn and Thomas (Captain Edgcombe) in 1687 (A. 15/3, fo. 
100), and after being ordered to accompany Sir Edward Dering, Henry Sergeant 
and others to Whitehall on October 30, when a petition giving an account of the 
capture of the forts at the Bottom of the Bay was to be laid before the King in 
Council (see p. 306), Norbury’s connection with the Company ceased. 


Outlaw, Fohn 


On December 4, 1683, John Outlaw, who must have come to England from 
the Bottom of the Bay in the chartered ship Diligence (Captain N. Walker), made 
an affidavit “ concerning the French Insult from Canada ” in 1682, in which he 
described himself as a “ Marriner & Shipwright” of Limehouse. He stated 
that “on the 21th Day of June 1682, he sayled from New England in a ship 
called the Batchelors Delight, as one of the Mates of the said ship, of which 
Benjamin Gillam was Commander” (p. 104). Gillam’s party settled on an 
island up Nelson River (see p. 365), and when Radisson captured the New 
England fort in February, 1683, Outlaw was among the prisoners. According to 
Outlaw “ aboute the 14 August following they [the French] put this Deponent 
and 11 more of the Hudsons Bay Compa. servants on board a Leakey vessell 
called the Saint Ann (see pp. 365-6), and allowing them very short provissions of 
beefe & oatemeale only ” sent them to sea. Later, on December 17, 1684, the 
Company allowed him a gratuity of £25 “ for his care & paines in... Carying 
the French Shallop and the Compa. servants from Port Nellson to the bottome 
of the Bay” (A. 15/3, fo. 8). Meanwhile, on December 14, 1683, after 
consideration, Outlaw was engaged by the Company for one year at a salary of 
£60, and four days later it was agreed that if “‘ the Company receive a Good 
Character ” of his “‘ Good Services ”’, he should have a gratuity of £40 (4.B.8., 
IX, 165-85). On March 12, 1684, it was settled that he should command the 
chartered pink Lucy (H.B.S., IX, 209), and on May 14 he was appointed a 
member of John Abraham’s council at Port Nelson (p. rrr). On the following 
day he was given his sailing instructions (pp. 114-16 and H.B.S., IX, 245). 
Outlaw made a successful voyage to and from Port Nelson in 1684 and on 
December 17 he was re-engaged for the next voyage. The agreement, by which 
Outlaw was to get £60 per annum, was signed on January 7, 1685 (A. 1/8). 
Outlaw was given command of the chartered ship Success for the voyage of 1685. 
His sailing instructions dated May 25 ordered him to sail for Charlton Island 
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(p. 152). When in or near the entrance to Hudson Strait on the outward 
voyage, the Success met two French ships homeward bound from Port Nelson 
to Quebec. Under M. de la Martiniére the French had opposed Governor 
Abraham in Hayes River during season 1684-85, and on their way home had 
captured the chartered ship Perpetuana Merchant, which had been bound for 
Abraham with fresh supplies. ‘These two French ships had also attacked, 
without success, the chartered ship Ozzer’s Goodwil/, which was on the way to 
the Bottom of the Bay. Outlaw, who had Bridgar, the new Deputy Governor 
for the Bottom of the Bay, aboard, gave chase to the two French ships, but he was 
unsuccessful in re-capturing the Perpetuana Merchant and eventually continued 
his journey to Charlton Island (see p. 379 and Tyrrell, Docs. Re/. Hudson Bay, 
pp. 73-8). On May 20, 1686, the Governor and Committee remarked to 
Bridgar that they were satisfied Outlaw “ did his parte honestly and like a man 
as farr as it was possible for him with that ship & in that place to doe ” (p. 176). 
The Success started on her homeward voyage in 1685 with seven thousand 
beaver skins aboard (p. 187), but she was apparently caught in the ice and was 
““ Cast away on the 11th December 1685 ...on the Northwest... of Hudsons 
Bay ” (A. 9/4, fo. 5). The crew and passengers were saved and made their way 
to Rupert River. Apparently some spent the rest of the season at Albany while 
others went to Moose and Rupert River. Outlaw was with Bridgar when he 
left Moose for Rupert River on June 10, 1686 (p. 313), and his gunner was with 
Sergeant at Albany when de Troyes began his assault on the fort (p. 315). Mrs. 
Sergeant’s companion, Mrs. Maurice, who had left for England in the Success, 
was wounded when de Troyes captured Rupert River. Outlaw was also one of 
the prisoners taken there on June 23/July 3, 1686, and several references to him 
are in Caron, Journal de 1’ Expédition du Chevalier de Troyes 2 la Baie ad’ Hudson, 
en 1686. Outlaw sailed with Sergeant and the other released prisoners from 
Charlton Island to Port Nelson and wintered 1686-87 either there or at New 
Severn. He returned to England in the chartered ship Fohn and Thomas 
(Captain Edgcombe) in 1687 (A. 15/3, fo. t00) and on October 24 appeared 
before the Committee “ and delivered in a Journall of the whole proceedings ” 
at the Bottom of the Bay in the summer of 1686 (A. 1/9, fo. 25), but this journal 
has not been found in the Company’s archives. On October 28 Outlaw was one 
of the men ordered to attend the Deputy Governor and Committee to Whitehall 
on Sunday, October 30, when the “ Concerne of this Compa. against the French ” 
was to be laid before the King (ibid., fo. 26). On June 2, 1688, the Governor 
and Committee wrote to George Geyer at Port Nelson : “... Wee are Informed 
of Divers Interlopeing Designes on foote this yeare, Some that are Sett out from 
Corke in Ireland & some from Holland and that divers of our men are in the 
Designe as namely Capt. Abraham [see p. 372] and Capt. Outlaw, and others 
whither designed for the Bottome of the Bay or for your parts or as some think 
for the new Settlemt. at Churchill River, Wee Cannott Certainely tell But if they 
Come in your way, Wee doe not question your Vigorous attacking & Seizeing 
of them their Shipps and Goods” (A. 6/2, fo. 8). An affidavit dated February 
10, 1690, made by Soloman Nichols, gunsmith, who sailed in the Company’s 
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frigate Churchill (Captain Bond), stated that Captains Outlaw and Abraham 
were aboard the interloping ship Mary “ whome they found in distress in the 
Ice ” in the middle of Hudson Strait “ Some time of the month of Augst.”, 1688. 
The Company’s ships Churchil/ and Yonge rescued Outlaw and his companions, 
whose ship sank the next day, and took them to Albany River, where a new 
settlement was to be made in opposition to the French, who had been in 
possession there since 1686. This new settlement was duly made, but it was 
destroyed by the French in 1689, and all the Englishmen taken prisoners (see 
p- 376). There is nothing in the Company’s archives to show what happened to 
Outlaw, except that in 1690 the Company’s servants in the Bay were warned to 
treat him as an interloper (A. 6/2, fo. 42), but a descendant, Miss M. Burke of 
New York, informed the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1934 and 1935 that he 
filed a marriage application to marry Mlle. Frangoise Denis in Quebec in 1692. 
This application stated that he was the widower of Mary Saille, and she was 
apparently identical with the Mary Outlaw who received part of her husband’s 
wages from the Company in 1686 (A. 1/84, fo. 27d.). Outlaw was apparently 
commissioned as a French privateer by Frontenac and died in 1698. 


Phipps, Thomas ( junior) 


Thomas Phipps, junior, a cousin of Thomas Phipps, senior, who was expelled 
from the Committee of the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1680 (see H.8.8., VIII, 
340), apparently entered the Company’s service in 1679 at a salary of £40 per 
annum (A. 14/3, fo. 104). During season 1679-80 he was warehousekeeper at 
Moose Factory (pp. 12, 20), and he presumably held the same position during 
the following season. Phipps was a member of Governor Nixon’s council and 
was with him on Charlton Island in October, 1681, when it was decided that it 
was too late in the season for the Governor, Walsall Cobbie, Phipps ‘‘ and 13 
men more in the yaught [Co//etom]” to make the dangerous journey to the 
headquarters at Moose Factory. Phipps then “ did voluntarily offer himselfe 
and 4 men alongst with him, to try if he could by any meens get over for the 
maine, in the prudent-maries pinnace”, and on November 5, at his second 
attempt, Phipps got away from Charlton Island. After two days and one night 
upon the water, which was “ much incumbered with ice”, Phipps and his 
companions reached the mainland and then travelled a hundred miles on foot, 
without snowshoes, to Moose Factory, taking eight days for the journey. He 
was armed by Nixon with a commission as Deputy Governor so that he could 
act in case any disorders should arise among the servants during the winter of 
1681-82 (H.B.8., VIII, 241, 255, 301-02). When Nixon arrived at Moose on 
June 24, 1682, he found affairs not so bad as he had feared “ by reasone of the 
prudant care of Mr. Phips, whoe proved himselfe much of a man in time of 
need...” (ibid., p. 286). As Isaac Read, who had had charge of Chichewan 
(Albany), wished to go home in 1682, Nixon “ appoynted Mr. Thomas Phips, 
one whome the Indians love ” to succeed, with Robert Sandford as his trader 
(A.B.8., VIII, 289-90). Meanwhile, in London, on May 15, 1682, the 
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Governor and Committee informed Governor Nixon by letter that as they had 
had “a generall good report ” of Thomas Phipps they wished “ to encourage him 
in the Continuance of his fidelity care and diligence” by raising his salary to 
£70 per annum and appointing him (in case of Nixon’s death or return to 
England) Deputy Governor under James Knight and “ Cheife Factor in 
Chichewan river” (pp. 45, 52). After the ships had sailed for Hudson Bay in 
1682 the Committee discovered that an interloping ship had also sailed and that 
“ the principall Contriver of this Expedition ” was their former member, ‘Thomas 
Phipps, senior. Another ship, the ¥ames, was bought and hastily outfitted to 
carry the news and instructions for future conduct to the Company’s factories. 
In their letter dated July 24, 1682, to Nixon, the Governor and Committee 
recalled that Phipps, senior, “‘ by letters of his owne hand writeing which wer[e]} 
intercepted at Graves-End ” in 1680 had designed “to move his Kindsman 
Thomas Phipps [junior]... to Mutinous & indecent behaviour towards the 
Compa.”. They added: ‘“ We have reason to beleeve that he [Phipps, senior] 
hath sent him [Phipps, junior] his Instructions by the Interloper that is now 
gone to be aideing & assisting to them in their wicked designe ”, and ordered that 
Phipps, junior, should account for everything under his charge and be removed 
from “his Imployment”. He was to be sent to England as soon as possible 
(p. 58). These instructions did not reach Nixon as the ketch Fames which 
carried them was lost at sea, but this was not known in London until the autumn 
of 1683. The interloping ship, the Expectation, did not, after all, sail in 1682 
but in the following year (see H.B.S., 1X, passim). Governor Sergeant succeeded 
Nixon in 1683 and in their instructions to him dated April 27 the Governor and 
Committee said that as they had “ recd. so good a Caracter of the sd. Thomas 
Phipps from all persons who have come out of the Bay ”, they had “ hopes that 
he might not be confederate wth. them [the interlopers] in that unjust Designe ”’, 
and that, so long as he was willing and there was “‘ no just reason to suspect his 
Integrety ”, he could “continue...in his Imployment” (p. 78). Phipps 
remained in the Bay and when the headquarters were removed from Moose to 
Albany in 1684 he was apparently transferred to Moose (pp. 317, 321). On 
May 22, 1685, the Governor and Committee instructed Governor Sergeant to 
send Phipps “ with all possible Dispatch ” to Port Nelson, where he was to be 
‘© Governor for the Compa.” (p. 144). On the same day they wrote to Governor 
Abraham at Port Nelson telling him that he was to be replaced by Phipps, under 
whom he was to serve as Deputy Governor (p. 145). A commission was prepared 
for Phipps and he was informed that Samuel Missenden would be his 
warehousekeeper and that Radisson would be “ Superintendent and Chiefe 
Director of... Trade” (pp. 148-50). Phipps received his instructions by the 
chartered ship Owzer’s Goodwill (Captain Lucas), but he apparently took a 
fortnight to decide to accept the new appointment and then set out for Port 
Nelson in the Hayes sloop. As he had not arrived when the chartered ship Happy 
Return (Captain Bond) left that place for England on September 16, 1685, the 
Governor and Committee did not know if he had made the journey in safety or 
not (pp. 177,192). On April 23, 1686, Phipps, senior, informed the Committee 
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that the last letters he had received from “ his Cousen Thomas Phipps now in 
Hudsons Bay & apointed by the Compa. to be Chiefe and Governour at Port 
Nellson ” stated that he would only stay at a salary of £200 perannum. Otherwise 
he wished to return home (A. 1/84, fo. 28). On May 20, 1686, in a letter from 
the Governor and Committee, Phipps was informed that he could either continue 
as Governor of Port Nelson at £100 per annum or else return home, but he was 
to make up his mind within three days of receiving the Company’s new offer 
(pp. 191-6). Phipps chose to return home in the chartered ship Abraham and 
Rodert (Captain Porten), and he appeared before the Committee on October 13, 
1686 (A. 1/84, fo. 40). On February 23, 1687, the Committee ordered that 
a Subcommittee should “ discourse and agree the Termes ” Phipps would accept 
“in the place of Governor att Port Nelson” (A. 1/9, fo. 7d.), and although 
on April 19, the Committee were still willing to employ him, Phipps continued 
to bargain. The negotiations fell through and on June 3, 1687, the Governor 
and Committee informed Governor Geyer that they had not found Phipps 
“soe Candid and Ingenious” as he was said to be (p. 236). It was on account 
of Phipps winning £14 in one night at cards from John Kerr that in 1684 
the Governor and Committee decided they would not accept and pay bills 
drawn on account of gambling debts (p. 126). 


Sandford, Robert 


Robert Sandford entered the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1680 
under the recommendation of William Yonge, one of the Committee Members. 
His contract was for three years at £6, £9 and £12 wages for the period (H.B.8., 
VIII, 48). When Isaac Read returned to England in 1682, John Nixon arranged 
that until the Committee’s wishes were known, Phipps should succeed as chief at 
Chichewan (Albany) River and that Robert Sandford at a wage of £30 per 
annum, should be trader and assisiant there (ibid., 289-300). The Governor 
and Committee would not agree to this increase in wages before the expiry of 
Sandford’s first contract (A. 1/84, fo. 4d.), but on May 13, 1684, they ordered 
that he should receive £30 a year “‘ whiles he Continues his Station at Chychewan 
as Trader” (H.B.8., IX, 242-3). On May 22, 1685, the Governor and 
Committee wrote to Governor Henry Sergeant “‘ We Judge Robt. Sandford a 
fitt person to travell, haveing the Lingua, and understanding the Trade of the 
Country, and upon a promiss of Mr. Younge, one of our Adventurers, that he 
should travell, for which Reasons we have advanced his wages to £30. —. -. p. 
an.”, but Sandford, like the other servants, was unwilling to travel up country, 
and preferred to return to England (p. 141) in the autumn of 1685. On several 
occasions he appeared before the Committee with advice and recommendations 
for the trade at the Bottom of the Bay (A. 1/84, fos. 8, 25, 26d., 27d.), and on 
May 15, 1686, he received a commission as Chief Trader at Albany and as 
Deputy Governor to John Bridgar. His new contract was for three years and 
his salary of £50 per annum was to begin on arrival at the Bottom of the Bay 
(pp. 174,178 and A. 1/84, fos. 29d., 31, 31d.). Sandford, who was considered 
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“« dextrous & experienced” (p. 179) sailed for the Bottom of the Bay in the 
chartered ship Happy Return (Captain Bond), but what happened to him is not 
known. ‘The Happy Return was wrecked in Hudson Strait on the outward 
voyage on July ro and, so far as is known, her crew and passengers wintered 
1686-87 at Port Nelson and New Severn. Captain Bond returned to England in 
the autumn of 1686, when Sandford was presumably still living, and on June 3, 
1687, the Governor and Committee recommended Sandford “if alive”, to 
George Geyer’s “ courteous usuage ” at Port Nelson and ordered that he should 
“ bee put into the First Vacancye of any Considerable place ” that should happen 
(p. 235). But Sandford’s accounts in the ledger (A. 14/5, fo. 5) and the journal 
(A. 15/3, fo. 22) do not show any transactions except for a gratuity of £10 paid 
him on May 12, 1686. ‘This was written off as a loss in 1694 (A. 15/4, fo. 78), 
so he presumably died after reaching Port Nelson in the summer of 1686. 


Sergeant, Henry 

On January 24, 1683, the Secretary of the Hudson’s Bay Company was 
ordered to “ give notice to Mr. Henry Sergeant to Attend on the Committee the 
next Committee Day”, and the minutes for the meeting held on January 31 
record: “ Mr. Henry Sergeant is now made choise of for Governr. in Hudsons 
Bay and tooke his Oath of Fidelity to the Compa. his Sallery as Governr. 
according to the Establishment at £200 by yeare to commence at his Arrivall in 
Hudsons Bay ” (H.B.8., IX, 69, 70). He was engaged for three years (ibid., 
p. 104), and on April 27, 1683, the Governor and Committee wrote to John 
Nixon informing him that owing to his “‘ great age and disability to travaile & 
endure the Hardship” which his position required, Henry Sergeant was to 
succeed him (p. 82). On the same day written instructions and a commission 
were prepared for Sergeant (pp. 72-82), who, in turn, gave the Company a 
bond for £5,000 as security (H.B.8., IX, 124). After being ordered to sail for 
Charlton Island in the chartered ship Diligence (Captain N. Walker) and to keep 
his “ owne chiefe residence at the Factorey of Chychewan [Albany] River that 
being the place of the greatest Trade, and resort of the Indians...” (p. 72), 
Sergeant was given full instructions for the conduct of the trade. The Governor 
and Committee also wrote to James Knight at Chichewan on April 27, 1683, to 
inform him that Mr. Henry Sergeant, “a very worthey & well quallified 
gentleman ”, had been sent to succeed John Nixon. ‘They added that Sergeant 
was “a person very well approved of by His Royall Highness the Duke of 
Yorke...and all the Committee ”’, and that he was “allso Interested in the 
stock ” of the Company (p. 82). But in spite of this last remark, nothing has 
been found in the Company’s archives to show that Sergeant was actually a 
stockholder. On April 26, 1683, a twenty-gallon cask of Canary wine was 
bought for Sergeant, and on the following day he was allowed a gratuity of £20 
to fit himself out for the Bay (H.B.S., IX, 105-06). Part of this money may 
possibly have been spent on provisions as Sergeant’s account in the ledger (A. 
14/4, fos. 147d.-148) shows that before sailing he bought from William 
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Hawkins “6 Sheepe & 6 hogs” for £12, and from Morgan Lodge at Deal 
“ fowles & fresh butter ” costing £2 16s. 8d. and provisions for the sheep and 
hogs at £1 195. 3¢. These must have been additional to those provisions which 
the Company bought for him before sailing (H.B.8., IX, 111, 113), and were 
doubtless for the use of his family, who accompanied him. He was also 
accompanied by John French (see H.B.8., IX, 319-20), the first minister to go 
to Hudson Bay. It is not known how many persons made up Sergeant’s family 
party (see p. 120), but definite references have been found to his wife and her 
companion, Mrs. Maurice, and to his son, Henry Sergeant, junior (p. 319 and 
A. 1/7, fos. 35, 37). Mrs. Sergeant and Mrs. Maurice were the first white 
women to go to and live at the Bottom of the Bay. The outward voyage was not 
only an unusually eventful one on account of the capture of the interloping ship 
Expectation, but it was apparently unpleasant for Sergeant and his family party 
owing to “the ill and evill carridg of Capt. Nehe. Walker ” towards them. 
Walker’s mismanagement of the capture of the interlopers and his treatment of 
Sergeant’s family led to the Committee deciding in the following year not to 
employ him again (p. 120 and H.B.8., IX, 189). Sergeant and his family, 
contrary to orders, spent the winter of 1683-84 at Moose Factory, and although 
the Governor and Committee accepted his explanation, which may have had 
something to do with the removal of the post at Albany (see p. 125) to another 
site, they urged that the winter of 1684-85 should be spent there (p. 120). 
Presumably these instructions were carried out and Sergeant removed to Albany 
for the winter of 1684-85. The Governor and Committee criticised him 
severely in their letter to him of May 22, 1685, for his extravagant “‘ Demands 
of Merchantdizes ”, and after giving him instructions for the conduct of the 
trade, requested that Mrs. Maurice should come home as her father, Mr. 
Barsden, wished her to return. She apparently sailed in the chartered ship 
Success (Captain Outlaw), which must have been caught in the ice on the 
homeward voyage and was ‘“‘ Cast away”? on December 11, 1685, “‘ on the 
Northwest... of Hudsons Bay” (pp. 140-5, A. 9/4, fo. 5). She spent the 
winter of 1685-86 at Charles Fort, Rupert River. Sergeant’s contract expired 
in 1686, and on May 20, the Governor and Committee informed him that he 
was to be succeeded by John Bridgar and that he, his family and Mr. French were 
to return to England (p. 186). But these orders did not reach Sergeant because 
the Happy Return (Captain Bond), which carried them was lost on July 10, 1686, 
on the outward voyage (A. 1/84, fo. 40d.), and in the same summer, the Chevalier 
de Troyes, at the head of a detachment of French soldiers, came overland from 
Quebec and captured the three forts at the Bottom of the Bay, as well as the 
Company’s ships Craven and Colleton. Moose fell first, then Rupert River, and 
on July 9 Sergeant became aware that the French were near Albany. His 
account of his attempted defence of the fort and the troubles with his men from 
that time until he surrendered on July 16/26, 1686, will be found on pp. 313-16. 
The French version of the capture of Albany will be found in I. Caron (ed.), 
Fournal de l’Expédition du Chevalier de Troyes @ la Baie d’Hudson, en 1686 
(Beauceville, 1918), p.95. According to de Troyes, an Englishwoman, who had 
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come to the country as a companion for the wife of the “ gouverneur de 
Quichicouanne [Albany] ”’, was wounded at Rupert River and was taken to 
Albany, where she recovered and re-joined Sergeant’s party (ibid., pp. 78, 95). 
This woman can be identified as the Mrs. Maurice referred to above. The 
articles agreed upon between de Troyes and Sergeant are on p. 319, and 
show that the Company’s fort and property were to be delivered to the French; 
the Company’s servants were to be assembled on Charlton Island to await the 
ship from England; Sergeant was to “enjoy and possesse ” all that properly 
belonged to him; his minister, three menservants and maidservant were to 
remain with him ; and all the Company’s servants except Sergeant and his son 
were to deliver up their arms. Eventually Sergeant and the greater part of the 
Company’s servants sailed from Charlton Island in the Company’s ship Co//eton 
for Port Nelson, where some wintered during 1686-87. Others wintered at 
New Severn. On June 3, 1687, the Governor and Committee wrote to George 
Geyer at Port Nelson giving their “ possitive order” that “‘ Mr. Sargeant with 
the whole parcell of Women appertaining to him ” should be sent home (p. 235), 
and this order was carried out. On arrival in England Sergeant was ordered to 
attend Sir Edward Dering to Whitehall on Sunday, October 30, 1687, when the 
“Concerne of this Compa. against the French” was to be laid before King 
James II (A. 1/9, fo. 26), and on November 4 he delivered his narrative of de 
Troyes’ capture of the Bottom of the Bay to the Committee (pp. 313-16). Some 
of the men who served under Sergeant at Albany denied his charges of mutinous 
conduct (p. 316), and in turn the Governor and Committee charged him “ for 
the losse of their Factoryes att the Bottome of the Bay ” (pp. 317-18). Sergeant’s 
reply to their accusations is on pp. 321-4. It was read at the committee held 
on December 14, 1687, and at the same time counsels’ opinion was given that if 
it could be proved Sergeant had “ lost his Fort either by neglect or cowardize ”, 
he was not entitled to his salary (A. 1/10, fo. 3). On February 1, 1688, it was 
reported to the Committee that an action had been brought against Sergeant in 
the Court of King’s Bench “‘ for 20000 /i. for looseing the Bottome of the Bay ” 
and that he had been arrested (A. 1/10, fo. 7). When the case became due for 
trial in May, 1688, the Committee asked to have it postponed for a term. 
Meanwhile, the Governor and Committee remarked in their letter of June 2, 
1688, to George Geyer at Port Nelson that Sergeant had lost the Bottom of the 
Bay on account of his “‘ ill Conduct perfidiousnesse & Cowardize ”, and that in 
addition he had tried “‘ to raise what mutiny & disturbance ” he could at Port 
Nelson during 1686-87 (A. 6/2, fo. 5). The action was still outstanding on 
March 27, 1689, when Sir Henry Ashurst appeared for Sergeant ‘“‘ and moved 
that the Committee would referr the matters in difference to Two different 
persons’, and if they could not agree then an umpire should also act. The 
Committee consented and chose Sir Edward Dering to act for them. Sergeant 
named Sir Robert Clayton to act for him. An umpire was to be chosen if a 
decision had not been reached within thirty days (A. 1/11). On May 1, 16809, 
Nicholas Hayward reported to the Committee that the arbitrators could not 
meet often enough to end the business quickly and that Sergeant could only give 
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his own bond as security, “‘ But Offered to referr the same to One Mr. Thomas 
Chambers one of this Company”. The Company chose Samuel Foote to 
replace Sir Edward Dering, and it was agreed that bonds were “ to bee Sealed on 
each side of the penaltye of 1000 /i.”, and again the time limit was set at thirty 
days. On May 27 Mr. Hayward reported that the arbitrators could not agree, 
but that Sergeant had made an “ offering for 350 /7. to Discharge this Company 
of all Sallery’s and Demands ” (ibid.). The Committee agreed to Sergeant's offer 
and on July 15, 1689, Sergeant was paid £356 195. 6d.” for his wages . . . from 
27th Augst. 1684 to the time he was taken by the French being the r1th [sic] 
June 1686” (A. 15/3, fo. 137). Sergeant’s salary of £200 from August 27, 
1683, to August 26, 1684, had been paid to his attorney, Thomas Sergeant, on 
January 14, 1685 (A. 15/3, fo. 13). According to Oldmixon (Tyrrell, Docs. 
Rel. Hudson Bay, p. 406), “’The Company us’d him [Sergeant] at his Return to 
England as barbarously almost as the Fresch had done; but his Majesty 
[presumably James II] was pleas’d to take him into his Service, which was the 
best Justification of his Conduct”. 


Verner, Hugh 


Hugh Verner entered the service of the Hudson’s Bay Company in or before 
1679 and served at the Bottom of the Bay (A. 1 5/2, fo. 26d.). During season 
1681-82 he was chief at Charles Fort at a salary of £40 per annum, and in 
August, 1682, when on Charlton Island, he was made a member of Governor 
Nixon’s council (A. 15/2, fo. 49d. and H.B.S., VIII, 300, 303, 304). He 
returned to England in the chartered ship Lucy (Captain Reymer) in 1682 
(A. 15/2, fo. 54), and on March 13, 1683, presented “‘ himselfe to serve the 
Compa. in that capacity he formerly served them in as cheife at Rupert River ”. 
The Committee, “ haveing full experience of his former Abillities & faithfullness ”’, 
engaged him for four years at £40 per annum and he accordingly took the oath of 
fidelity (H.B.S., 1X, 83). Governor Sergeant was informed of the appointment 
in the Committee’s letter of April 27, 1683 (p. 76). Verner sailed in the 
chartered ship Diligence (Captain Walker) and it was during this voyage that the 
interloping ship Expectation was captured. On April 12, 1684, Verner’s wife, 
Elinor, requested the Committee that she might be allowed to join her husband 
at Rupert River. The Committee agreed provided her husband paid for her 
passage both outward and homeward and allowed the Company £12 year “ for 
her Diett”. This she promised should be done, but Mrs. Verner was not to 
follow Mrs. Sergeant and Mrs. Maurice, for on April 25, “ upon divers good 
Considerations ” the Committee decided that neither she nor any other woman 
should be allowed to go to the Bay that year (H.B.S., IX, 224, 230). Verner’s 
contract did not expire until 1687, but Mrs. Verner requested that he might be 
allowed to return in 1686 and the Committee agreed provided Verner himself 
wished to come home (p. 186 and A. 1/84, fo. 31d.). But Verner was not to 
have any choice in the matter. In September, 1685, he received a letter from 
Zachary Jolliet, who was in charge of a French post about three hundred miles 
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from Rupert River. ‘This letter, dated June 25 (French style), 1685, recalled a 
visit made by the writer and his brother, Louis Jolliet, to Charles Fort in 1679, 
when they had “ Drank Eaten & Lodged” with Governor Bayly for several 
nights (see The Beaver, December, 1947, J. A. Burgesse, “ Jolliet on James Bay ”, 
pp- 12-15). It went on to advise Verner “ to retire ” with all his men as the 
French King had ordered the Governor of Canada to cause the Hudson’s Bay 
Company “ entirely to Quitt the Bay of Hudson”. Jolliet expected to have the 
task of taking possession of the Bottom of the Bay and said he would be sorry to 
have to fight an old neighbour (p. 312). A letter for Governor Sergeant was also 
sent to Verner and, according to the latter’s statement, this was sent on to him at 
Albany as soon as the rivers were frozen. Sergeant was asked for instructions, 
but apparently he did not take Jolliet’s letter seriously (p. 320). Verner said he 
set about fortifying his post and “ had allmost finished ...when on the 23th 
June 1686 about 3 hour’s before day ” he was “ most Vehemently assaulted by a 
Considerable Quantity of French Soldiers & Canadians ”, who had come overland 
from Quebec under the leadership of the Chevalier de Troyes. After half an 
hour’s resistance Verner surrendered. All his men were taken prisoners and 
Charles Fort was burnt. The Company’s ships Craven and Colleton were also 
captured at Rupert River. ‘The French version of the capture and destruction of 
Charles Fort will be found in Caron, Fournal de l’Expédition du Chevalier de 
Troyes a la Baie d’Hudson, en 1686, pp. 75-8. Verner, like the remaining 
prisoners, was released. He was amongst those who sailed in the Co//eton from 
Charlton Island to Port Nelson, and he wintered 1686-87 either there or at 
New Severn. He returned to England in the chartered ship Fohn and Thomas 
(Captain Edgcombe) and appeared before the Committee on October 24, 1687 
(A. 15/3, fo. 100 and A. 1/9, fo. 25d.). After an interval apparently spent in 
Scotland, Verner returned to London and on May 21, 1688, he was “ entertained 
for the Bottome of the Bay for Four yeares from his Arrivall att 30 /i. the First 
Yeare, 36 4. the Second Yeare and 40 /. p. Ann. for the Two last yeares if a 
Settlement and good Trade ” should result (A. 1/10, fo. 16). Werner, who was 
appointed a council member, sailed for Albany River, where Governor John 
Marsh was to make a new settlement “‘ without annoying the French” (A. 6/2, 
fos. 6d., 19d.), who had been in possession there since 1686. On March 11, 
1689, Verner was taken prisoner when the French captured and destroyed the 
English post (A. 15/3, fo. 184). Later, with several other servants of the 
Company, he was sent by canoe to Canada (A. 6/2, fo. 36d.). Verner was then 
sent to France, from whence he returned to London, where he arrived early in 
1691 (A. 1/13, fo. 6). On May 21 the Committee wrote to Governor Geyer at 
Port Nelson informing him that Verner had been re-engaged and was 
recommended to his “‘ favour & Care ” as they had no particular post to assign to 
him. Verner was appointed a member of Geyer’s council (A. 6/2, fo. 48d.), and 
his salary was £30 per annum (A. 15/4, fos. 66, 90). In May, 1694, the 
Committee ordered that Verner should be sent home (A. 6/2, fo. 92d.) and after 
his account was closed in the ledger on April 4, 1695 (A. 14/5, fo. 295), no 
further mention was made of him. No reference has been found to Verner’s 
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birthplace, but it is possible he came from Scotland, for in 1684 he recommended 
certain Scotsmen from Prestonpans for the Company’s service (H.B.S., TX, 203), 
and in January, 1688, he was in Edinburgh (A. 1/10, fo. 7d.). He was again in 
Scotland early in 1691 trying to engage men for the Company’s service (A. 1/13, 


fo. rod.). 
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XXXVil, 307; route to, XXVi, XXVill ; 
ships bound for, 17, 22, 23, 325 33) 36 
38, 40, 43, 46 55, 63, 64, 65, 72, 77> 
85, 86, 87, 119, 125, 143, 152, 172 3 
warehouse on, 8, 20, 38, 76 

Charts, see Maps 
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Cheese, xxxv, 56 

Chichewan, see Albany 

Chichewan River, see Albany River 

Chisels, 127 

Chouart (Groseilliers), Jean Baptiste, 145, 
147M, 235, 238, 308, 309 

Chub, William, 186 

Churchill, see Ships 

Churchill, Fort (New Severn), 224 

Churchill Island, 376 

Churchill, John, Lord, as Governor, 
138m, 155m, 171, 172, 173, 174) 1755 
182, 188, 189, 191, 196, 200, 202, 222, 
238, 239, 241, 244, 329, 341 3 letters 
tO, 157, 304, 329, 3413; mentioned, 
227”; presents Committee Members 
to King James II, 169” ; signs letters, 
etc., 145, 146, 148, 149, 171, 172, 173, 
174, 175, 182, 188, 189, 191, 196, 200, 
202, 216M, 222, 238, 239, 241, 244 

Churchill River, xxiv, xxxv, xl, 1957, 
1987, 236, 340 

Claret, 237, 239 

Clarke (Clerk), James, 19 

Clarke, Samuel, letter to, 333 ; presented 
to King James II, 135”, 169”; signs 
letters, etc., 145, 146, 148, 149, 153, 
182, 184, 188, 189, 191, 196, 200, 202, 
203, 204, 230, 238, 305 

Clay, Richard, 305 

Clayton, Sir Robert, 390 

Clym, 193 

Coats, 123, 124, 126 

Cobbie, Walsall, xviin, 7, 16, 17, 21, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 46 

Colbert, Jean Baptiste, (Marquis de 
Seignelay, “‘ the great Colbert ’’), 687, 
131” 

Cole, Samuel, 231 

Colles (Coles), Edward, 315, 316, 327, 
332).333 

Colleton, see Ships 

Colleton, Sir Peter, 10 

Colonisation (Settlement), xi-xii, xiii, 
xl—xli 

Commissioners (Ambassadors) to deal 
with English and French claims, advice 
of English, 303”; appointed, 2167, 
234, 302; English case presented to, 
222M, 226, 227, 230, 265 3 instrument 
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issued by, 329; memorials read by, 
341-2; mentioned, xxiv, 279, 280, 
284, 286, 289, 293, 296, 328; Pro- 
posals of French, 300 

Compagnie du Nord (founded 1682) 
(Canada Company), 154”, 155, 156, 
158, 159, 181, 199, 212, 274, 275, 278, 
279, 285, 288, 290, 291, 294, 296, 322 

Conde, Lake, 226, 256 

Coningsby, Thomas, Lord, 335 

Conti, Lake, 226, 256 

Cooke, Sir Miles, 104, 215 

Council Members, 7, 15, 17, 80, 111-12, 
114, 116, 149, 189, 195, 196, 233, 
238 

Couter (Coalter), John, 122 

Couture, Guillaume, 277, 287, 298 

Cox, Daniel, xlin 

Cradock (Craddock), Richard, accusa- 
tions against, 206, 209; elected Com- 
mittee Member, 145”; signs letters, 
€tc., 12,16, 18, 19, 20, 25, 22, 24,04, 
27) 32, 31 345 37) 472 49> 50, 525 54, 
55> 56, 57> 59, 113, 116, 117, 118, 119, 
128, 129, 145, 146, 148, 149, 153, I71, 
172, 173, 174, 175, 182, 184, 188, 189, 
I9I, 196, 200, 202, 230, 238, 245, 305 

Cranberries, xxxiv 

Craven, see Ships 

Craven, William, Earl of, 210, 220 

Creste, Louis, 117” 

Creuxius, Pére, xvin, xxii, Xxili 

Crevecoeur, Fort de, 288, 299 

Croissy, Charles Colbert, Marquis de, 
IIIM, 220, 249” 

Cudworth, John, 32, 33, 34, 37> 49 5° 


DaBLON, FATHER CLAUDE, 277, 287 

Daggers, 198 

Damarisque, Amice, 381, 382 

Danby Island, xxix 

Danes, 340 

Dartmouth, 87 

Dartmouth, George Legge, 1st Baron, 
210 

Dauphin, Lake, 226, 256 

Davall, John, 102” 

Davis, John, 254, 258 

Davis Strait, 288 

Deal, 66, 203 
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Deals, 7 

Deer, 236 

Denmark, Prince George of, 210 

Dering, see Ships 

Dering, Sir Edward, address presented to 
King James II by, 135”; as Deputy 
Governor, 1597, 160, 169, 171, 172, 
173, 174, 175, 1762, 182, 184, 188, 
196, 200, 202, 203, 204,/208, 210, 220, 
226, 230, 238, 239, 241, 244, 245, 305 ; 
letters written by, 176”; memorials 
presented to King by, 169 ; on Com- 
mittee to attend Commissioners, 2267 ; 
signs letters, etc., 129, 145, 146, 148, 
TAQ) U5 3501 71> 1725) 1735 1745 1755 192, 
184, 188, 196, 200, 202, 203, 204, 210, 
226, 230, 238, 239, 241, 244, 245, 305 ; 
to reply to French answer, 160 

Des Moulins, » 1682, 1870 

Desolation, Cape, xxix 

Dew, John, 11 

Diligence, see Ships 

Divine, River, 288, 299 

Dongan, Thomas, 136, 137, 139 

Dover, Lord, 210 

Downs, The, xv, 1, 2, 37, 66, 102, r10, 
153, 203, 244, 304 

Dowrick (Dowrage), Anthony, 313 

Doyon, Anthony, 117” 

Draper, Thomas, appointed councillor, 
15; at Port Nelson, 163, 261, 269, 
296 ; commands Albemarle, 6, 14, 16, 
22, 25, 261, 296 ; commission for, 16 ; 
instructions for, xvii, 7, 13, 14-16, 23, 
24; not to be re-employed, 40 

Driver, John, 122 

Du Bois, M., 298 

Dudley, Joseph, 93, 94, 98, 99 

Du Lhut, Daniel Greysolon, 
XXXVIll, 1687 

Durham, Bishop of, 210 

Durvall, Claude, 1477, 235” 

Du Val, Pierre, xxi-ii, xxili, xxiv, 298 


Sieur, 


EAGLET, see SHrips 

Eastmain, 122 

Eastmain River, 336” 

Edgcombe (Edgcomb, Edgecomb), 
Leonard, 119, 124, 125, 140, 233, 242, 
244-5) 304, 305 
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Edwards, Samuel, 40, 54, 55, 56, 66 

Eeles, Robert, 1547 

Egremon (Egerman, Egremond), John, 
Il, 327 

Ekins, Thomas, 1, 2 

Elizabeth, Queen, xiv 

Ermine Skins, 27, 144, 146, 199, 202 

Eskimos, xxxi 

Evance, Stephen, 1807 

Evans, Edward, 316 

Evelyn, John, 2497 

Expectation, see Ships 

Experiment, see Ships, Expectation 


FACTORIES, FURNISHING OF, XXXV-Vi 

Falkland Islands, xxvii 

Farewell, Cape, xxix 

Farr, Walter, 3, 13, 18 

Feathers, 13 

Firmin, Giles, 333, 334 

Fishers (Vissers), see Martens 

Fishing, 236 

Flag, 13, 62, 65, 87 

Flamborough Head (Nelson R.), xxvii 

Flour, xxxiv, 126, 142, 181, 186 

Foote, Samuel, 391 

Ford, John, 113, 196 

Fortenam (Fortman, Fortner), John, 122, 
3135 325) 327 

Foster, James, 349 

Foulder (Folden, Folder, Fowlder), 
Walliam,°1865°316,1927, 332, 33% 

Fox Skins, 27 

Foxe, Luke, xx, 162, 255, 259, 268, 281 

Francis I, King, 275, 284 

French, answers to English memorials, 
etc. by, 157-8, 159-60, 272-8, 278-80, 
285-90 3 capture Company’s forts, 
211-14, 218, see also Bottom of the 
Bay and Port Nelson; damages 
claimed by, 280, 284, 285; English 
answers to memorials, etc. from, 105, 
136-8, 139-40, 160-6, 280-5, 291-3, 
see also Memorials ; expedients pro- 
posed by, 300-1 ; Indian trade with, 
53 precautions against, xiv”, XXXviil, 
5, 28, 73) 74, 182, 195, 201, 202, 233; 
244, 328”; prisoners at Bottom of the 
Bay of, 307, 324-73 settlements, 28 
168, 184 
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French Ambassador, answer to memorial 
from, 69-71 ; memorials from, xxvz, 
68, 69, 105, 130, 135-6, 136 3 memo- 
rial to, go-2, 108-9, 139-40 

French Company, see Compagnie du 
Nord 

French Creek (Gargouse R.), 1587 

French, John, xxxvi, 187 

French River, see Rupert River 

Frenchman’s River, xxvi, XxXvill 

Frenchmen, at Albany, 168, 317, 318, 
322; at Port Nelson, 217; 133,148, 
147, 161, 164, 235, 239, 262, 263 

Fresh Wharf, 1, 

Friendship, see Ships 

Frobisher, Sir Martin, 254, 258 

Frontenac, Louis de Buade, Comte de 
Pulluau et de, 70, 71; 72; 91, 294, 260, 
269, 274; 289, 293 

Frostbite, xxxviizz 

Fullerton, John, 122, 320 

Furs, Small, 27, 41, 144, 146, 181, 199, 
236, 241 5 private trade in, 203 


GARGOUSE RIVER (FRENCH CREEK), 158, 
160, 263, 279 

Garland, Thomas, 15, 186, 3133 
graphy of, 380-1 

Gawthorne, -Richard & Co., 42” 

Geese, xxx1, 326 

George, see Ships 

Gerritz, Hessel, xvill, xix 

Geyer, George, as chief at Rupert R., 
121 ; as Council Member, 111, 114, 
149, 196 ; as Governor of Port Nelson, 
115, 116, 127, 174-5, 177, 178, 194, 
197, 201, 240, 328”, 335” 3 Commission 
for, 1743 examined about standard of 
trade, 1213 instructions for, 190-1, 
232-8, 2362, 328”; letters from, 190, 
2323 mentioned, 122, 3733 re-en- 
gaged, 44; to return home, 11; to 
settle New Severn, 112 3; to work on 
isinglass (slude), 44, 76 

Gillam, Benjamin, arrested, 128; at 
Port Nelson, xxvii, 128”, 163, 261 ; 
charges against dropped, 128” ; com- 
mands Bachelor’s Delight, 77, 83, 93> 
94, 1043 interloping, xivm, 87, 99- 
100, 283, 296; journal of, 261, 296 ; 


bio- 
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petitions Governor de la Barre, 2487 ; 
son of Z. Gillam, 77, 83, 87, 93, 99 

Gillam Island, xx 

Gillam, Zachariah, at establishing of ~ 
Port Nelson, 35, 261, 283 ; at Rupert 
River, xxiii, 28, 91, 255, 259, 268-9, 
348-9 ; charts by, xxvili ; commands 
Nonsuch, 70 ; commands Prince Rupert, 
33 41, 49, 63, 85, 98, 99, 266, 270, 296, 
3373 commission for, 49; death of, 
Xxx, 1703 instructions for, 35, 45, 
49-50, 78, 833; journal of, xviiz, 
xviii, 348 ; kinsman of E. Sandford, 
77,873 mentioned, xxiv, 55, 60, 260 ; 
provisions for, 56; replies to Royal 
Society, xix, xxxili-iv ; son of, 77, 83, 
87, 93, 99 

Gitton (Jiton), Jean, 133 

Goats, XxXXiv, 29 

Godet, Gédéon, 342” 

Godet, Margaret Charlotte, 342” 

Godolphin, Sidney, Lord, 210, 216”, 
230, 329, 330 

Goldbourne (Colborne, 
Thomas, 103, 316 

Goldsmiths’ Hall, 212 

Gooseberries, Xxxiv 

Gooseberry, Mr., see Groseilliers, Mé- 
dard Chouart, Sieur des 

Gorst, Benjamin, 29 

Gorst, George, 29 

Gorst, Thomas, xviiz, XXvi, XXXIV, 
XXXVi, XXXVI”, 143, 345, 348, 349, 
350, 351, 357 363 

Grand Alliance, 3357 

Gravesend, letters intercepted at, 58 ; 
letters from, 21, 48, 52, 53, 54) 55» 56, 
59, I10, 116, 1193 mentioned, 2357 ; 
ships sail from, 22, 23, 24, 119, 171M, 243 

Great (Upper) Lakes, xxim, xxii 

Greenland, xxvill, xxix 

Greenland Company, 377 

Greenway (Greenawaye), Richard, xviiz, 


3> 4, 8, II, 14, 17, 22-3, 24, 29, 30-31; 


Goldburne), 


43 

Grimald (Grymard), Eliz, 147”, 2357 
238 

Grimington (Gryminton), Michael, xxvil, 
KEKY, MNKIK, 125, 1445190, 290-250. 
326, 327, 340 
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Groseilliers, Jean Baptiste, see Chouart, 
Jean Baptiste 

Groseilliers, Médard Chouart, Sieur des, 
advice on beaver trade from, 2497 ; 
at Port Nelson (1682-83), 1037, 104, 
131, 1357, 157, 159, 161, 162, 163, 223, 
256, 261, 262, 278, 298 ; experience of, 
mentioned, xxi, 129”, 2933 On ex- 
pedition of 1668, xxii, 226, 274, 282, 
289; son of, 158, 159, 161 

Groves, 5 Dy) 

Guinea Company, 156 

Guns, English, 188, 198; exchange 
value of, 121, 127, 195 ; from Holland, 
147, 149, 188-9; indented for, 122, 
141, 1843; keep in repair, 125 ; men- 
tioned, 142 ; on hand, 123 ; quantities 
sent, 180 

Guns, Great, 144, 188, 195, 198, 202, 
238; of the Shaftesbury, 1, 2 


HAKLUYT, RICHARD, xiv 

Hamilton, Andrew, 373, 375 

Hannah Bay, xviii 

Happy Return, see Ships 

Harrington (Arrington) William (Red 
Cap), 141, 143, 316, 327, 332 

Harris, James, 186 

Harris, William, 180” 

Hatchets, 121, 124, 129, 127, 184 

Hawkes’ Bells, 124 

Hayes, see Ships 

Hayes, Fort (Nelson R.), xxvil, 114 

Hayes Island (H.I.), see Moose Factory 

Hayes, Sir James, address presented to 
King James II by, 135” ; agreements 
made by, 68; as Deputy Governor, 
29, 47, 52, 67, 68, 82, 84, 85, 89, 93, 
193, 116, 117, 118, 119, 128, 205, 


248n; his relations with O. Albin, 
205, 206, 208; his remarks on 
memorial, 24523 instructions for, 


12973; letters from, 94, 95, 136, 1557, 
211m; letters to, 128, 24973; men- 
tioned, xili, xvii, 94, 2593; petitions 
presented to King Charles II by, 130- 
23 prepares answers to French memo- 
rials, 68, 69, 71, 1363 returns docu- 
ments, 2612; signs letters, 12, 13, 16, 
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EOstL Os ZO; 2g 225) 23 si2 45127512 O51 29513 Os 
31, 325 33> 34) 37> 475 49, 50, 52, 82, 
84, 85, 89, 113, 116, 117, 118, 119, 128, 
145, 146, 148, 149, 153 

Hayes River (Port Nelson South River), 
French in (1684-85), 154, 158m, 
196” ; precautions against French in, 
244 ; ships for, 1507, 242, 243; trade 
in, 232; York Fort) on, xxvii, 196, 
224, 241, 2433 see also Port Nelson 
South River 

Hayward, Nicholas, documents attested 
bY, 241%, 2120, 213”, 2143, letters 
written by his clerks, 1767; men- 
tioned, xviiz, 261” ; presented to King 
James II, 1697 ; signs letters, etc., 34, 
375 471 492 50> $21 54, 551 56 57» 59 
OF IIA UO UL wk Lo LUO 02 Syn 29; 
182, 184, 188, 189, 191, 196, 200, 202, 
203, 204, 230, 238; translates French 
reply to memorial, 157”, 1587 

Henrietta Maria, Cape, xv, xix, 34, 81, 
PIV AL iAy 150, 074 

Henry IV (of France), King, 276, 284 

Henry VII, King, 268, 281 

Hens, xxxiv 

Herbert, Sir Edward (Lord Chief Justice), 
210 

Heywood, Mr., 237 

Hildsley, Francis, 340 

Hogs, xxxiv7, 9, 29 

Holland, 147, 182, 335” 

Hooke, Robert, xii 

Huband, see Ships 

Huband, Sir John, attends at Whitehall, 
220 ; instructions for, 230 3; on Com- 
mittee to attend Commissioners, 2267 ; 
signe) letters, ctc., 1273, 272, £735 174, 
17/5; 102) 184; 185, 189, 191, 196; 200; 
ZOD M2305 2305245 

Hudson Bay (The Bay, Mer du Nord), 
climate of, xxvill, xxxl, xli; Council 
in, 15, 16 ; Deputy Governors in, 18, 
§1, §2, §5, 60, 63, 64 3 description and 
outline of, xvii, xviii, xxi; discovery 
of, go-1, 254-5, 256, 258, 268; Eng- 
lish title to, xxill, 69-71, 105, 130, 137; 
2LOS 2 Oyme2 22522552058 20058202), 
264, 265, 268-70, 280-4, 291-3, 
301-3, 30373 extent of, 292; French 
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Hudson Bay—cont. 

claims to, xxiv, 273-8, 281, 285-g0, 
299 ; Governors in, XV, XXxXv, I5, 16, 
18, 33) 425 49) 50, 51, 52, 63, 64, 72, 
82, 84, 85,89, 91, 148, 173, 255, 260, 
3213 ice conditions in, xxix—xxx ; 
land routes to, xvi, xxii ; letters from, 
213 letters to, 24; life in, xxxii-xh ; 
maps of, xvill-xix, XX, XXVi, XXVII7 ; 
number of people in, xiiz ; ships for, 
16, 17) 22, 23, 31, 32, 49, 63, 85, 87, 
go; twin bays of, xix, xxvi; use of 
name of, xiv—v, xix, xxi, 276, 299; 
warehousekeeper in, 12, 21, 32, 45, 58, 
86, 120, see also Phipps T.; women 
in, 120”; see also Bottom of the 
Bay 

Hudson, Henry, xv, xviil, xix, XXV, XXVi, 
ZEA, 258, 208, 2735201 

Hudson Strait, discovery of, 254-5, 256, 
258; English title to, 105, 162, 2167, 
260, 262, 265, 268-70, 280-4, 301-3, 
3037; French claims to, 273-8, 281, 
288 ; King’s jack to be worn in, 62 ; 
interlopers in, 115, 119, I71, 172, 223, 
243; mentioned, xi, xv, xxiv, 103, 
106, 108, 114, 1333 name of, 299; 
Perpetuana Merchant captured in, 214, 
2173 weather conditions in, xxvili, 
XXIX, Xxx; within Company’s terri- 
tories, 34, 81, 150, 173, 174 

Hudson’s Bay Company, accountant to, 
205, 206, 207, 208, 209; address to 
King James II from, 135; adven- 
turers, 9072; answer to O. Albin’s 
complaints from, 208-10 ; answers to 
French memorials, etc. from, 69-71, 
105, 136-8, 160-6 ; attorney in New 
England for, 95, 99; book of letters 
outward, 68; Case of the, 222-26, 
254-7, 258-65; charter (patent) of, 
admission regarding, 283 ; charter, as 
security for loan, 26”; charter, 
challenged, xi, xii, xiii, xiv, 577 ; 
charter, confirmation of, xii ; charter, 
criticised, xxv ;_ charter, limits of, 36, 
46, 70, 80, 91, 95-6, 114, 170, 216, 260, 
338 3; charter, mentioned, 37, 47, 93 
267n, 269; charter, powers under, 1, 
59» 62, 74, 81, 88, 94-5, IOI, I12, 15, 
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LIQ} L§0y° 219; 2235 249; 2565 2601, 
charter, referred to by French, 274 ; 
coat of arms, 216%; commissions 
granted by, 16, 32, 34; damages 
claimed from, 280, 284, 285 ; damages 
claimed from French by, 169-71, 204, 
218, 226, 265-7, 270-2, 278, 280-1, 
302, 337-9; debts incurred by, 42; 
Deputy Governor, 93, 157”, 205, 208, 
220, 222,: 2262; 303, 307, see also 
Hayes, Sir James, and Dering, Sir 
Edward ; dividends paid by, 42-3 ; 
Governor, H.H. Prince Rupert (1670- 
82), 60, 61, 62, 91 3 Governor, H.R.H. 
James, Duke of York (1683-85), 73, 
81, 82, 83, 91, 94, 1357, 1382 5 Gover- 
nor, John, Lord Churchill (1685-91), 
148, 220, 222, 229; 307, 329.5 ‘Gover- 
nor, Sir William Trumbull (1696- 
1700), 1552; loans raised by, 26; 
memorials to Commissioners from, 
227-30 3 memorials to English Kings 
from, 90%, 105-07, 129, 130-2, 132-4, 
134, 154-5, 157m, 160, 166-9, 204-5, 
216-19, 220”, 221-2; minutes book, 
135 3 oath to, 53, 67, 74, 80, 88, 117” 5 
patent, see charter; petitions, see 
memorials ; seal of, 16, 31, 33, 34» 49> 
63, 64, 66, 67, 81, 82, 97, 98, 99, 118, 
EGO; 27 tye 072, 173; 27 Syn 24es cecren 
tary to, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209 ; secre- 
tary, instructions for, xviin, 68, 117, 
157”, 176”; secretary, letters signed 
by, 60, 61, 63, 65, 66, 71, 81, 82, 83, 
85, 90, 98, 99, 102, 118, 138, 150, 151, 
152, 153, 304, 3345 secretary, men- 
tioned, 101, 155, 159” ; see also Albin, 
O., Banner, R., Porter, W. and Ser- 
vants; solicitor for, 226”; stock 
(actions), 11 

Hudson’s Bay House, 100, 129, 153, 156, 
220;(227 5/290, 404 

Hume, Edward, captured by French, 
154, 165, 167, 170, 217, 224, 266, 271 § 
commands Perpetuana Merchant, 146, 
1§3, 2IA, 2245 2645. 271) 938.5 cCriel~ 
cised, 176; instructions for, 151 ; 
mentioned, 177 

Humphrey and Thomas, see Ships 

Hunter, George, 15 
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Huntingdon, Theophilus Hastings, 7th 
Earl of, 210 

Huron, Lake, xxilin, 278, 288, 298, 299 

Hutchins, Eliakem, 94” 

Houxford, Samuel, 11 


IBERVILLE, PIERRE LE MOoyNeE, SIEUR 
D’, xxxix, 306, 321, 357 

Ice Conditions, xxix, xxx, XXXl, XXXV 

Illinois, Lake of the, 278, 288, 299 

Imploy, see Ships 

Indian Corn, 180, 195, 198 

Indians, (Natives, Savages), character of, 
XXXll, 2923 discussed by Royal 
Society, xxxiiz ; Iroquois, xxiliz, 687, 
697, 90, 273, 288, 298 ; lingua, xxxiii, 
141, 2023; Northern, 14, 35 3 Outa- 
ouas (Ontaones), 277, 278, 288, 299 ; 
presents to, 124, 127, 180, 185, 198 ; 
provisions for, 124; request French 
missionary, 277, 287 ; seasonal move- 
ments of, xxxi ; servants to go inland 
to meet, 48, 75, 1413 treaties with, 
Mii, 9, 12-13, 365-46, 70, 71, 793 
treatment of, 14, 36, 39, 79 3 women, 
XXXVI, 40-1, 75 

Interlopers, capture of, 102, 120; 
Expectation (Experiment), 57, 63, 64, 
87; from England, 78, 837, 93, 1027, 
128, 237; from New England, 77, 78, 
87, 88, 95, 237 ; goods from captured, 
124 3 measures against, 6, 7, 36, 37, 46, 
475 50) 57-61, 63, 64, 74, 86, 93, 95-8, 
FOO=1yp 125 TIS EEO, 371501725297, 
243 3 Oldmixon on, xiv” ; rumours of, 
36, 46 

Ironwares, 125 

Iroquois, see Indians 

Isinglass, 5, 6, 76, 121-2, 142, 181, 183 ; 
see also Slude 

Isinglass River, see Slood River 


JAILLOT, HUBERT, xxv, XXXvVili 

James, see Ships 

James Bay, xv, xix, XxXxvill, 300 3 see also 
Bottom of the Bay 

James I, King, 162, 255, 258, 268 

James II, King, see York, His Royal 
Highness, James, Duke of 

James, Thomas, xix, xx, Xxv 
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Jenkins, Sir Leoline, 92, ror, 104, 108, 
109, 128%, 130, 248”, 249” 

Jennings, Alexander, 57, 60, 63, 64, 87, 
120 

Jesuit Relations, xx 

Jesuits, xiii, xvin, xxi 

John and Alexander, see Ships 

Fohn and Thomas, see Ships 

Johnson, Frederick, 316 

Johnson, Martin, 340 

Jolliet, Louis, 345, 352, 361, 392 

Jolliet, Zachary, xxxviii, 308, 310, 312, 
313s 320, 352, 353, 391 

Jones, Cape, xv, 181, 183 

Journals, xvii, 73, 79, 88, 147, 232, 322 


KEAGLE, JOHN, 122 

Keech, Maximilian, 57, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 
65, 67, 77, 78, 87, 98 

Kelsey, Henry, xl, 236% 

Kerr, John, xxxv, 126 

Kettles, 121, 124, 181, 198, 199 

Kilistinons, Bay of the, see Rupert Bay 

King James Foreland, 299 

King’s Bench Prison, 207 

King’s Jack, see Flag 

King’s Letter, roo-1, ror, 127 

Kinvin, Mr., xxiv, 2267, 342 

Kirke, Sir David, 224n, 286n 

Kirke, Sir John, 224, 2257 

Kirke, Sir Lewis, 224, 286” 

Knight, James, advises on trade goods, 
etc., 38, 126, 1807 ; as chief at Albany 
(Chichewan), 44, 51, 52, 60, 643 as 
Deputy Governor in James Bay, 44, 51, 
52, 60, 633; charges against, 187; 
commission for, 51 ; indents for guns, 
122, 123}; instructions for, 61-2, 64, 
82-3, 120 3; mentioned, 322 ; recalled, 
144; re-captures Bottom of the Bay, 
336” 5; suggests abandonment of Charl- 
ton Island, 179 3 to return home, 11 

Knives, 121, 125 

Knowles, James, 37 


La BarrE, JOSEPH ANTOINE LEFEBVRE, 
SIEUR DE, as Governor of Canada, 69, 
71, 105, 130, 131, 132%, 154, 250, 260, 
266, 271 ; letter from, 68, 90, 91, 105, 
106, 130, 2252; orders to oppose 
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La BARRE—cont. 

H.B.C.- from, xxxvill,. 92, 1392;0 1945 
155, 263, 307-10, 3373 petition from 

Gillam to, 248253 restores B. 
Gillam’s ship, 1287 

Labrador, 272, 276 

Labrador Boundary Commission, xvin 

La Chenaye, Charles Aubert, Sieur de, 
1335 1345) 13175 030, LOZ, LOA; 07,2175 
223552 55512 O2 ZOD TOs 27 NT, 

La Croix, , 1682, 1877 

La Martiniére, de, » 154” 

La Motte, Nicholas Eyron de, 1472, 2357 

Lane, Daniel, xv, 11, 325 

La Noue, Zacharie Robutal, Sieur de, 3067 

La Roche, Troilas du Mesgouez, Mar- 
quis de, 276 

La Rochelle, »cxix, 193, 165, 168, 212, 
2TAy 2845 2A Sees lee 5G 988 27) 

La Salle, Robert Cavelier, Sieur de, 226 

La Valliere, de, ——, 277, 287 

Lead, 236 

Leeson, Francis, 122 

Legarée, Nicholas, 117” 

Le Parisien (interpreter), 236” 

Letten (Letton), John, mentioned 99; 
signs letters, etc., 12) 20, 22) 23, 24, 27, 
30, 315 349 379 47> 49s 50 52, 67, 82, 84, 
85, 89, 99, 100, 102, 129, 145, 146, 148, 
149, 153, 230, 238, 245 

Lettuce, xxxiv 

Lewes, Simon, 231 

Limehouse, 104. 

Limejuice, xxxvili 

Lines, 124 

Locket, Mathew, 183 

Lodge, Morgan, 66, 98, 102, 110, 153, 
203, 303 

London, in same latitude as Rupert R., 
xxxiv ; letters etc. addressed from, 1, 
DL 2 MUOvUos) LOyt2 Os) 285147 05780 O> 00s 
82, 85, 94, 99, ILO, 120, 136, 140, 145, 
147, 48, 151,092, 159; 172, 2745 275) 
176, 182, 184, 188, 190, 191, 196, 200, 
2035 204, 230,1238, 3245 333 5 Maps 
printed in, xxi, xxv, 287 ; mentioned, 


50, 53, 156, 212, 217, 231, 279, 233; - 


289; Radisson in, 28, 157, 159, 161, 
164.3 ships belonging to, 62 ; treaties 
made in, 2297 
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Lordell, John & James, 118” 

Louis XIII, King, xxiv, 276, 277, 284, 
286, 297 

Louis XIV, King, 108”, 229”, 3357” 

Louisiana, 226, 256 

Lower Thames Street, 17 

Lucas, Richard, affidavit by, 154” ; chief 
mate on ‘Fohkn and Thomas, 125 ; com- 
plaints against, 40 ; commands Owner’s 
Goodwill, 143, 153, 154”, 1843 in- 
structions for, 152; interloping, xivz, 
XV, XXIX, §7,. 58, 50, 60, 62, 87 5 men- 
tioned, 167, 176, 187, 191, 1923 re= 
engagement of, xxxvii; released, 102 

Lucy, see Ships 


MALAGA SACK, 28 

Malt, xxxiil, 55, 181, 325 

Maps (Charts), as evidence, xvi, xvi, 
XXIV, 273, 281, 286, 292, 297-9, 342 3 
by J:-Seller, xviti; xixd, xxv 5 9Dyad3 
Thornton, xvii, xixm, xxv; XXVil, 
XXVili, 196” ; cartographers, Xvi, XVil ; 
chart-makers, xvi, xvii; criticism of, 
Xvii-vill, xx; Dutch, xx, xxi, xxvi; 
English, xxvi; French, xvin, xx, xxi, 
EMIIZ, 222, 297; 298, 290, 952.4 mamies 
on, Xiv—V, 258, 259, 268, 272, 281, 287, 
298, 299; of American North West, 
XVl, XVIl ; Various, xx 

Maricourt (Mericore), Paul le Moyne, 
Sieur de, 306 

Marks for factories, 73 

Marsh, John, 328, 375, 376, 392 

Martens (Fishers, Vissers), 13, 27, 121, 
127, 181, 185, 199, 202 

Mary, see Ships 

Mary, Queen, xiv 

Massachusetts, 93, 94, 95, IOI 

Mattagami, Lake, xxxviiin 

Maurice, Mrs., xxxvi, 120”, 144, 353, 
384, 389, 390 

Meat, xXxxili, XXXIV 

Mecham (Meacham, Mechin), John, 315, 
316, 332, 333 

Medicines, 56 

Meese, Henry, 12, 16,18, 19, 20, 21, 27; 
30, 31 

Melfort (Melford), John Drummond, rst 
Earl of, 210 


INDEX 


Memorials, Abstracts from, 295-6, 297- 
300 

Memorials, etc., English, 1683: 90-2, 
105-7, 108-9 3 1684: 130-2, 132-4, 
245-75 247-8, 249-51 3 1685: 154-5 ; 
answers to, 157-8, 158-9; replies to 
answers, 160-6 ; 1686: 166-71, 204-5 ; 
1687: 216-19, 221-2, 222-6, 226-7, 
227-30, 251-2, 253-4, 254-7, 258-65, 
265-7, 268-70, 270-2, 341 5 answers 
to, 272-8, 278-80 ; replies to answers, 
280-4, 284-5 5 1694: 334-6, 337-9 

Memorials, etc., French, 1683: 68-9 ; 
answers to, 69-71, go-2 5 1685: 135- 
6; answers to, 136-8, 139-40; 1687: 
272-8, 278-80, 285-90, 300-O1, 341, 
342 3 answers to, 280-4, 284-5, 291-3, 
301-3, 342 

Mer du Nord, see Hudson Bay 

Mica, see Slude 

Michigan, Lake, xxiin 

Middleton, Charles, Earl of, 210, 216”, 
2305 329> 330 

Middleton, Walter, 155, 156 

Milfordhaven, 155 

Miller, Catherine, 376 

Miller, James, 376 

Minerals, 181, 183 

Miners, eye 

Minister, see French, John 

Missenden, Samuel, appointed ware- 
housekeeper at Port Nelson, 148 ; as 
council member, 149, 196 ; biography 
of, 381-2 ; chief at New Severn, 175, 
176, 190, 194, 197, 240 ; instructions for, 
200-2, 232, 240-1 ; in succession as 
Deputy Governor at Port Nelson, 146 ; 
in succession as Governor at Port 
Nelson, 175 ; salary for, 194 

Missionaries, xvi7, 277, 287, 288, 297 

Mistassini Lake, xxvill 

Mitchell, Hugh, 315, ‘316, 
333 

Mittens, 124, 182 

Monopolies, xi, xil, xiv 

Montreal, xxiiiz, 213, 287, 297 

Moor(e), Thomas, 373 

Moose (River) Factory (Hayes Island, 
H.I.), as headquarters, xxxviliz, 5, 9 5 
J. Bridgar at, xxxix; captured by 


327 33%) 
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French, 2117, 280, 306, 313, 3143 
French settlements near, 73-4; Gover- 
nor at, 51, 643; guns for, 122, 123; 
historical notes on, 357-61 ; Indian 
corn for, 1807; letters to, 176”; 
mentioned, xxxv, 184, 3153 naviga- 
tion to, XXVill, 125; precautions 
against French at, xivv, 313, 317, 321, 
322 3; re-captured from French, 3367 ; 
route to, xXxvili; servants for, 186 ; 
ships bound for, xxix, 17 ; swine to be 
reared at, 9 

Moose River (Prince Rupert West River), 
X1lim, XXVill, 5, 6, 1707, 182, 183, 2137, 
324 

Moose Skins, 121 

Moray (Morray), Alexander Stewart, 5th 
Earl of, 210 

Morris, John, 262 

Morris, John (sailor), 214 

Mount Sherrick, xxvi 

Mudie, James, 317 

Munk, Jens, 3407 

Muscovy Company, xili-iv 

Musquash, 121 

Mustard, xxxiv 


NAILS, 7 

Naldridge (Noldridge), Richard, 122 

Natives, see Indians 

Navigation Acts, 36, 46, 50, 171, 172 

Nelson, Francis, 255, 259, 268, 282 

Nelson River, xxivm, xxvii, xl, 150” 3 see 
also Port Nelson North River 

Nemiskau Lake, xxiliz, xxvill, XXXvill, 
SOMOS, Milky ZU, Seay) 

Nemiskau River, see Rupert River 

Nescutt menistick, 122 

New Brittany, xxivz 

New Denmark, xxivn 

New England, agents from, 93 ; Gover- 
Horof,. O4, 9%, 100, 10%, 1275-1392 $ 
interlopers from, 83, 104, 296 ; men- 
tioned, xxivz, 97, 99, 2573 money, 
1802 ; see also Boston 

Newfoundland, 276, 286, 297 

New France, see Canada 

New Holland, xxiva 

Newland, Robert, xxiliz, 163, 260, 269, 
348, 349 
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New North Wales, 255, 268, 274, 282, 
300 

New Severn (Fort Churchill), debt book, 
143” ; establishment of, xiii, 7, 14, 22, 
24, 86, 112, 115, 149, 189, 190, 191, 
232; I. Garland at, 15 ; G. Geyer at, 
115, 177, 194, 197, 2013; historical 
notes on, 361-3; Indian corn for, 
180” ; instructions to settle, 6 ; letters 
to, 1767; mentioned, 195, 198, 239, 
241 ; S. Missenden chief at, 175, 177, 
194, 197, 201, 240; name of fort at, 
224; state of, 304 ; warehousekeeper 
at, 194, 197 

New Severn River, 14, 224, 300 

New South Wales, xxiii, 300 

New Sweden, xxivz 

New Wales, xv, xxivn, 163 

New West India Company, 277, 287 

New York, 136”, 211, 234 

Nichols, Soloman, 372, 376, 384 

Nipigon, Lake, xivm, xxxvili, 1687 

Nipissing, Lake, xxiiin 

Nixon, John, as Governor, xv, 15, 17, 18, 
Bey Oy eh Gin Gan ih Os Fy ivi o 
attorneys of, 28 ; cautioned about his 
temper, 39; character of, xxxvi; 
child of, 28 ; Committee’s advice to, 
39; complaints about, 39-40 ; com- 
plaints made by, 37-83 criticises 
charter, xxv ; Deputy Governor to, 3, 
18, 443 instructions for, 2-13, 21-2, 
24-9, 30, 37-48, 53-4, 54, 55, 57-60, 
61; letters from, 373 mentioned, 
XIV, XXXM, XXXI, 120, 126, 1853 re- 
called, 72, 82, 84; reports and advice 
from, XXVill, Xxix, XXXIV, XXXV, XXXVi, 
XXXV1l, Xxxviil; salary for, 10; stan- 
dard of trade changed by, 120-1 ; win- 
tered (1681-82) on Charlton Island, 307 

Noble Street, 100, 153, 212, 230, 304 

Nonsuch, see Ships 

Norbury, Bryan (Brian), 11, 122 3 bio- 
graphy of, 382-3 

Norbury, William, 122, 313 

North West Passage, xx, xxi, 272, 273 

Norton, Richard, xl 

Nottaway River, xxiii”, xxvill 

Nottingham, Daniel Finch, 2nd Earl of, 
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INDEX 


Nova Scotia, 211, 225” 
Nuremberg Toys, 28 
Nute, Grace Lee, xxin, 342” 


OAKES, SAMUEL, 11, 186, 313 

Oatmeal, 103, 105, 246 

Oil, xxxv, 76 

Oldenburg, Henry, xix, xxxiii 

Old Fish Street, 1557 

Oldmixon, John, xviin, xxvi, xxx; 
quoted, xivz, xv, xxix, XXXii, XXXviiin, 
3452 350-1, 354, 358, 361, 370, 391 

Ontario, Lake, 288, 299 

Orange, William of, see William III, 
King 

Orchard, Thomas, 122 

Orleans, Lake, 226, 256 

Ottawa River, 2137 

Otter Skins, 27 

Outlaw, John, affidavit by, 104, 261 ; 
approval of, 176 ; as Council Member, 
111, 114; at Bottom of the Bay, 187 ; 
at Moose, 313 ; biography of, 383-5 ; 
carpenter to, xxxix ; commands Lucy, 
IIO, 113, 127, 158%; commands 
Success, 143, 144%, 152, 153, 1687, 203, 
2153; engagement of, xxxvii;  in- 
structions for, 114-16, 203 ; journal of, 
xviin ; mate of Bachelor’s Delight, 104 ; 
mentioned, 117, 118, 177, 184, 192, 
315) 320 

Owner’s Goodwill, see Ships 

Oxford, Aubrey de Vere, 20th Earl of, 
210 


PaRIS, 110”, 1287, 129, 132, 134%, 157, 
229M, 248, 249%, 252, 254, 297, 298 

Paris, Samuel, 947 

Peas, xxxiv 

Pease, 124, 126, 181, 186 

Pelling, John, 19 

Pepper, Richard, 29 

Pepys, Samuel, xxvi 

Péré (Perry), Jean, 1687, 187 

Perpetuana Merchant, see Ships 

Peterborough, Bishop of, 257” 

Peter’s River, xxvi 

Petit, Joseph, 133 

Philip, King, xiv 

Phineas (Phinns), Richard, 103 


INDEX 


Phipps, John, 78 

Phipps, Thomas, senior, (Committee 
Member), concerned in interloping, 
58, 873 cousin of warehousekeeper, 
41, 783 mentioned, 2, 1923 signs 
dispatches, 12, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21 

Phipps, Thomas, junior, (warehouse- 
keeper), appointed Governor of Port 
Nelson, 144, 145, 146, 148, 177, 187, 
189, 191, 196, 197, 200-1 3 as ware- 
housekeeper, 32, 45, 58, 1443  bio- 
graphy of, 385-7 ; calicoes (pintadoes) 
for, 22, 413; commission for, 150 ; 
cousin of Committee Member, 41, 78 ; 
criticism of, 177, 236 ; instructions for, 
12, 20-1, 191-6, 317, 321 3 in succes- 
sion as Deputy Governor, 45; jour- 
ney in 1681 made by, xxxv ; letters 
from, 191 ; letters to, 52 5 reinstated, 
78; salary for, 45, 52, 177, 192-3, 194, 
201 ; shirts, etc. for, 22 ; suspicions of, 
58; to be removed, 58-9 ; winnings 
from gambling, xxxv, 126 

Pigs, see Hogs 

Pinfold, Sir Thomas, 257, 342 

Pirates (Turks), 25 

Piscoutagany, Lake, 288 

Pitts, Stephen, signs letters, etc. 171, 
172,173) 174, 175, 182, 184, 188, 
189, I91, 196, 200, 202, 203, 204, 230, 
238 

Planks, 9, 44 

Point Comfort, xv, xvili, XXvi, XXVill, 
KXKI 620s 3245320 

Pork, xxxvin 

Port Bourbon River, see Hayes River 

Port Eliot, 216% 

Porten (Porteen, Portin), Robert, xviiz, 
171, 172, 189, 190, 194, 195, 196, 201, 
203, 234 

Port Nelson, J. Abraham, Governor at, 
XV, 114, 115, 116, 118, 128, 145, 167, 
176; J. Bridgar, Governor at, xv, 33, 
34-5) 37) 45, 55> 56, 65, 893 birch 
bark required at, xxxi, 180; Sir T. 
Button’s wintering place at, xvn, 
xxvii; captured by French (1683), 
103, 106, 108, 111, 130, 131, 132”, 133, 
139, 250; climate of, xxx; Deputy 
Governor at, 55, 56, 87, 115, 128, 178 ; 
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distances from, xxiv, 297-9; English 
title to, 162, 163, 225, 255, 258-9, 269, 
282, 295-6 ; estimate of damages at, 
133, 154, 158, 159, 161, 166, 167, 169— 
70; establishment of, xiii, xxxvin, xl, 
6, 25, 34-5) 41, 49, 86, 103, 107, 108, 
2693; events at (1682-83), 103, 104, 
120, 130-2, 137, 166-7, 217, 223, 225, 
246, 248, 256, 261, 262, 265, 270, 
282-3 ; events at (1683-84), 117”, 133, 
135%, 136, 137, 138, 290, 296, 300; 
events at (1684-85), 154, 158, 159, 160, 
161, 164, 167, 188, 197, 263, 266, 271, 
308, 309, 3373; French demand for, 
301; French threat to, 214; French 
title to, 136, 137, 161, 273, 2783; G. 
Geyer, Governor of, 174, 175, 177, 178, 
190, 3287, 33523 B. Gillam interlop- 
ing at, 77, 1287, 261 ; historical notes 
on, 363-9 ; Imploy at, 260, 269 3 im- 
portance of, xxxli, 193, 2757, 295 ; 
Indian corn for, 180”; letters from, 
1761, 200 ; letters to, 1762; map of, 
xviiz ; mentioned, 50, 88, 211”, 213, 
239, 241, 244, 314, 316, 322, 341 5 
naming of, xx, 255, 258, 268; news 
from, 304, 306 ; outposts from, 198 ; 
T. Phipps, Governor of, 144, 145, 148, 
150, 177, 187, 189, 190, 191-2; P. E. 
Radisson at, 112, 117%, 140, 2633 
P. E. Radisson, Superintendent of trade 
at, 147, 194, 196, 199; re-establish- 
ment of, 111, 115, 133 3 restoration to 
Company of, 110-11”, 2497; salaries 
at, 193; servants killed at, 133; H. 
Sergeant and party from James Bay at, 
XXXill, 143%, 144”, 214, 232, 306-7, 
3243 ships for, 33, 85, 87, 114, 127, 
150, 151, 158, 159, 160, I71, 201, 
214, 2367, 242, 243, 3383 stores, etc. 
for, 56, 118”; trading expedition to 
(1673), 231 3 treaties with Indians at, 
36; warehousekeeper at, 148, 194 ; 
Wivenhoe at, xxilin 

Port Nelson North River (Nelson R.), 
Sir T. Button discovers, 162, 258, 268 ; 
called Kaurawmegaw by Indians, 103 ; 
called Port St. Louis by French, 103, 
108, 246; L. Foxe in, 162-3, 259, 
268; B. Gillam in, 104, 296; Fort 
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Port Nelson North River—cont. 
Hayes on, 1143; mentioned, 109 ; 
name of, 162, 258, 268; servants in, 
260, 261 ; ships for, 150m, 151, 171 

Port Nelson South River (Hayes R.), 
called Port Bourbon by French, 103, 
108, 246; called Quewickeway (Ka 
Kia Kioway) by Indians, 103, 283; 
French, i.e., Radisson on, (1682-83), 
106, 108, 246 ; ships for, 151, 171; 
see also Hayes River 

Port St. Louis, see Nelson River 

Porte de Monck, 300 

Pot Ashes, xxxv, 76 

Potter, George, 305 

Potter, William, 209, 232, 334 

Powder, 123, 198, 324 

Powell, John, 333 

Power, Richard, 7, 11, 19, 41, 43 

Powis (Powes), William Herbert, 1st 
Marquis of, 210 

Preston, Richard Graham, Viscount, as 
Privy Councillor, 210; complaint 
against, 280, 294, 296 ; Envoy Extra- 
ordinary, 1297, 130, 134, 138, 245, 
250; letters from, 110m, 128”, 1327, 
134, 2487, 249, 262, 293, 2953 
letters to, 134, 248” ; memorials pre- 
sented by, 108”, 130-1, 134, 166, 167, 
245-7, 248, 2497, 249-50, 296 

Prince Rupert, see Ships 

Prince Rupert East River, see Rupert 
River 

Prince Rupert West River, see Moose 
River 

Prisoners Islands, xxvii 

Provisions, 8-9, 29, 38, 77, 124, 126 

Prudent Mary, see Ships 

Prunes, xxxiv 

Ptarmigan, xxxi 

Puants, Lac des, see Winnipeg, Lake 

Puckell, Samuel, 94 

Purchas, Samuel, xx 

Purdue, Alex., 143 


QUEBEC, J. Bridgar at, 262; captured 
(1629), 224”; Compagnie du Nord of, 
154”, 278, 286, 287 ; Council of, 276 ; 
French expeditions from, 167, 21 rs 
212, 213, 223, 2243; Kirkes’ title to, 
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224-5; letters, etc. from, 71, 309, 310; 
prisoners taken to, 161, 164, 165, 166, 
167, 168, 170, 197, 214, 215, 217, 266, 
271, 279, 3383 returned to French, 
224-5 

Queen Anne’s Foreland, 299 


RACCOON SKINS, 27 

Raddish, xxxiv 

Radisson, Pierre Esprit, advises Louis 
XIV on beaver trade, 249”; agree- 
ment with, xxxvii, 117 3 approval of, 
2353 as Council Member, 111, 114, 
149, 196 ; at Port Nelson (1682), 1037, 
104, 1287, 139, 157, 161, 162, 163, 223, 
225, 248, 256, 261, 262, 278, 298; 
(1684), 112, 117”, 136, 158, 159, 160 3 
birch bark needed by, xxxi, 180; 
claims beaver traded 1683-84, 1187; 
demand for punishment of, 248 ; 
of, 3427; his return to H.B.C. pro- 
posed, 131, 138 3 in London, 132, Te7, 
158 ; in Paris, 128% 5 in Quebec, 13573 
information from, 28 ; instructions for, 
116-17, 147-8, 196-200, 2327, 239- 
40 ; letter from, 239 ; mentioned, xxi, 
XXV1, 129”, 188, 274, 275, 279, 289, 
293; Narrative of, xxii, 2617” ; nation- 
ality of, 225, 2823; naturalisation of, 
238 ; nephew of, 198, 239 ; presented 
to King and Duke of York, 132 ; pro- 
visions for, 110; recommends guns 
from Holland, 149; re-engaged, 111, 
128, 140, 158, 159, 161, 164, 223, 263 ; 
sails in Happy Return, 110, 115, 147 ; 
salary for, 1933; superintendent of 
trade at Port Nelson, 147, 148, 194, 
195, 201 3 to return, 235, 2393; wife 
of, 342%; wine for, 118, 237, 239 

Rainbow, see Ships, Humphrey and 
Thomas 

Raisins, xxxiv 

Randolph, Edward, 95, 97, 98, 99, 100, 
10%, 215 

Rates, see Standard of Trade 

Rayner, John, 11 

Read, Isaac, 11 

Red Cap, see Harrington, William 

Redondo Island, xxvi 
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Redrith, see Rotherhithe 

Religious Observances, 4, 15, 17, 36, 81 

Renant, » 309, 310 

Rent, 209 ‘ 

Resolution Island, xxix 

Reymer (Reymur), Nicholas, 32, 40, 56, 
66 


Richards, John, 93, 94, 98; 99 

Riverin, » 308, 309, 310 

Roberts, John, 122 

Roberval, Jean Frangois de la Rocque, 
Sieur de, 276 

Ross, Hugh, 143, 327 

Rotherhithe (Redrith), 231 

Royal Geographical Society, xxvil 

Royal Society, xix, xxxliz, xliz 

Rupert, The, see Ships, Prince Rupert 

Rupert Bay (Bay of the Kilistinons), 
XVili, XXili, XXXVIlI7, 207 

Rupert Land, xi, xviul, Xix, XX1, XXV 

Rupert, His Highness Prince, as Gover- 
nor, 91 3 as Vice Admiral of England, 
62; charts owned by, xxiz ; death of, 
81”; letters signed by, 12, 16, 18, 19, 
20, 21, 27) 30, 315 329 339 349 379 472 49» 
50; letters signed on behalf of, 60, 61, 
63, 65, 663 mentioned, 61, gon; 
Rupert R. named after, 70, 268 

Rupert River (Prince Rupert East R., 
French R., Nemiskau R.), Pére Al- 
banel at, 288 ; discovery of, 255, 268, 
274, 278; distant from Moose, xin ; 
French measures against Indians on, 
308, 309; French post on, 287, 298, 
308, 310; Z. Gillam at, xxvi; Z. 
Gillam to winter in, 36, 45, 49, 5°35 
isinglass near, 5; latitude of, XXXIV 5 
mentioned, 1637, 325, 326; naming 
of, xxiii, XXiV, XXV, 70, 91, 255, 259, 
268, 298; on maps, XXV, XXVIII 5 
routes to, XXiii”, XXVi, XXVIll 

Rupert River Post (R. R., Charles Fort), 
captured by de Troyes, XXXVIN2, 1447, 
211M, 280, 306, 314, 3213 description 
of, xxxvin; established 255, 289; 
fortification of, 3233 French settle- 
ment near, XxXxviii, 28, 73-4, 170, 320 5 
G. Geyer, chief at, 121 ; guns traded 
at, 123 ; Imploy at, 231; Indian corn 
for, 1807; letters to, 1762; Mrs. 
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Maurice at, 1447; mentioned, xxilin, 
184, 313 3 On maps, xxv ; re-captured 
from French, 336” 3 servants at, 122, 
186 ; H. Verner chief at, 76, 312 ; see 
also Charles Fort 

Russell, John, 327 


SAGUENAY RIVER, Xxilin 

Ste. Anne, see Ships 

Ste. Anne, Fort, 3367 

S. Esprit, xxiiiz 

St. Germans, Earl of, 2167 

Saint-Héléne, Sieur de, 306, 353 

St. Jacques, Fort, 3367 

St. James’ Island, 122 

St. Lawrence River, xxv, xxxix, xl, 276, 
286, 288, 297 

St. Louis, Fort, 3367 

St. Louis River, see Port Nelson North 
River 

Saint Lusson, Frangois Daumont, Sieur 
de, 277, 278, 288, 298 

St. Magnus the Martyr, Church of, 27 

St. Maurice River, xxiliz 

St. Michael’s Mount (The Mount), 2, 3 

St. Pierre, see Ships 

Saint Simon, Paul Denis, Sieur de, 288, 
35° 

Salaries, see Wages 

Sale(s), 427 

Sally, Richard, 103 

Sandford, Ezbon, commands Albemarle, 
32, 33> 36, 41, 57) 66, 85, 87; 89, 98, 
100; Deputy Governor at Port 
Nelson, 55, 56 3 instructions for, 32, 
33 36) 78, 84, 88, 89 5 kinsman of the 
Gillams, 77, 87 

Sandford, Robert, 141, 174, 178, 1795 
180, 183, 235, 3223 biography of, 
387-8 

Sanson, Nicholas, xx, xxi, xxl, XXIV, XXV, 
222029 71200 

Sault Ste. Marie, 277, 288, 298 

Sault St. Pierre, xxii 

Saurel, Pierre de, 133 

Savage, Thomas, 76 

Scilly Islands, 1, 2 

Scovell (Cowell), Philip, 183, 315, 316, 
324. 

Scriveners’ Hall, roo, 206 
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Scurvy, xxxiv 

Seahorse Teeth, 42 

Seal River, x] 

Seeds, 9, 77 

Seignelay, Jean Baptiste Colbert, Mar- 
quis de (“the great Colbert’), see 
Colbert, Jean Baptiste 

Seignelay, Jean Baptiste Colbert, Mar- 
quis de (son of “ the great Colbert ”), 
IIIm, 121, 248m, 249n 

Seller, John, xviii, xxv 

Senegal Company, 156” 

Sergeant, Mrs., 120” 

Sergeant, Henry, answers charges, 321- 
45 articles between de Troyes and, 
319 5 as Governor in Hudson Bay, xv, 
72, 78, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85 3 biography 
of, 388-91; J. Bridgar to succeed, 144 ; 
commission for, 81 ; criticism of and 
charges against, xxxvii, xxxix, 184, 
316-17, 317-18, 321-4, 324-7, 331-2 5 
describes capture of the Bottom of the 
Bay, 313-16; family of, xxxvi, 120, 
187; instructions for, 72-81, 120-8, 
140-5, 184-8; letters from, xxxviii, 
75M, 140, 1417, 184; mentioned, 83, 
148, 1803; minister to, xxxili, see also 
French, John ; recalled, 178, 187, 1935 
2353 sails for Port Nelson (1686), 
XXXill, 143725 son of, xxxiii, xxxvi, 
319; succeeds J. Nixon, 82, 84; to 
reside at Albany (Chichewan), 72, 120 ; 
warned of French threats, 320; wife 
of, XxXxvi 

Sergeant, Henry (junior), 378, 389 

Sergeant, Thomas, 391 

Servants, attorneys of, 12 ; behaviour of, 
38, 187, 202 ; compared with French, 
xl; compensation for injuries to, 
XXXVlil, 316; complain of J. Nixon, 
39; engaged, 122, 2373 life in Hud- 
son Bay of, xxxii-xli ; lists of, 8, 79 3 
M. Lodge to engage, 110; no ad- 
vances for, 203-4; possessions to be 
searched for private trade, 75; pro- 
hibited from gambling, 126 ; provi- 
sions allowed, 142, 186 ; reduction in 
number of, 143, 186; retirement of, 
181, 183, 186, 191 ; returning to Eng- 
land, 11; terms of engagement of, 
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XXXVil, 110; to travel inland, 48, 75, 
141; trade their clothes, etc. for furs, 
41; treatment of, 39; turned inter- 
lopers, 46, 57, 60, 61; unwilling to 
travel inland, 142” 
Settlement, see Colonisation 
Shaftesbury, see Ships 
Shaftesbury, Anthony Ashley Cooper, 
first Earl of, ro 
Shaw, John, 325, 327 
Sheep, xxxiv 
Shepard, Thomas, xviii 
Sherry, 54, 237 
Ships : 
Abraham and Robert, 171, 172, 190, 
195, 203 
Albemarle, at Port Nelson, 149, 163, 
261, 269, 296 ; burden of, 100 ; cargo 
sent home in, 41, 427 ; commanded by 
T. Draper, 6, 14, 16, 22, 25; com- 
manded by E. Sandford, 32, 33, 36, 41, 
55> 57> 77> 84, 85, 87, 89, 98, 100 ; 
crew to assist in establishing Port 
Nelson, 35, 36 3; instructions for, 36, 
41-2, 65, 78; mate of, 113; men- 
tioned, 29, 54, I11, 1143 returns 
(1681), 37; sails for James Bay (1680), 
22 3 waiters for, 102 
Bachelor’s Delight, burden of, 87, 
99; captured by the French, 108, 
246 ; commanded by B. Gillam, xxvii, 
83, 93> 94, 104, 163 ; interloping, 87, 
93> 95) 99, 101, 2963 mate of, 104; 
owners of, 94” 
Charles, see Expectation 
Churchill, 339) 3725 373 376» 385 
Colleton, abandons 1679 voyage, 3 ; 
captured by French, 2117, 306 ; com- 
manded by W. Cobbie, 7, 16, 17, 21, 
253 released prisoners sail to Port 
Nelson in, xxxiii, xxxix, 1447, 252 3 
sails for James Bay (1680), 7, 22 ; state 
of, 44 
Craven, built, 44, 53 3 captured by 
French, 2117, 306, 313-14, 320, 326 ; 
commanded by W. Bond, 31, 32, 44, 
59, 843 launched, 317 
Dering, 2335 242, 243, 245, 304, 368, 
375 
Diligence, commanded by N. Walker, 
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Ships—cont. 
25, 295 439 72 77s 85, 87, 98 ; instruc- 
tions regarding 26, 77, 78, 79 ; letters 
sent by, 24; mentioned, 89 ; waiters 
for, 66, 102 

Eaglet, xxii 

Expectation, xii, xiv, Xv, XXviil, 577, 
59> 63, 64, 87 

Experiment, see Expectation 

Friendship, 40, 45, 46, 56, 66, 67 

George, xxix, 85, 86, 88, 98, 102 

George (Greenland Company), 377 

Happy Return, burden of, 127; 
commanded by W. Bond, rro, 111, 
113, 114, 116, 146, 153, 158%, 171, 1725 
instructions for, 150, 172, 203 ; men- 
tioned, 151, 152; P. E. Radisson to 
sail on, 115, 147 

Hayes, XxXXxV, XXXIX, 8, 44, 192, 211%, 
232, 237) 326, 340 

Huband, 233, 236; 304, 339, 368, 
3732 376 

Humphrey and Thomas alias Rainbow, 
372 

Imploy, 231, 260, 269, 295 

FSames, 57) 59, 52, 63, 67, 775 78, 875 
98, 102 

ohn and Alexander, 1, 2, 3, 8, 10 

Fohn and Thomas, 119, 124, 140, 233, 
304, 368 

Lucy, burden of, 127 ; commanded 
by N. Reymer, 32, 40, 56, 66 ; com- 
manded by J. Outlaw, rro, 111, 1587 ; 
instructions regarding, 45, 46, 114—- 
16 ; mate of, 113 5 waiters for, 67 

Mary, 237) 372» 3739 375» 385 

Nonsuch, xxii, 281, 70 

Owner's Goodwill, 143, 151, 152, 
153, 1547, 184 

Perpetuana Merchant, bound for 
Port Nelson, 151; captured by 
French, xxxvii, 154, 1587, 165, 167, 
170, 176, 195, 197, 201, 214, 224, 2357, 
264, 266, 271, 338; commanded by 
E. Hume, 146, 153, 154, 167, 170, 214, 
224, 266, 271, 338 3 mentioned, 152 

Prince Rupert, burden of, 99-100 ; 
cargo sent home in, 41, 42”; carpen- 
ter of, rr ; commanded by R. Power, 
7, 11, 413 commanded by Z. Gillam, 


331 41, 49, 55> 63, 775 85, 87, 98, 99, 
266, 270, 296, 3373; in the Bay, 9; 
instructions regarding, 27, 41-2, 54 3 
loss of, xxvil, 170, 266, 270, 3373 
mentioned, 26, 56, 573 provisions 
removed from, 55-6 ; returns (1681), 
37 3 waiters for, 102 
Prudent Mary, beaver saved from, 
39, 583 chartered, 3, 8, 11; com- 
manded by R. Greenway, xviin, 14, 24, 
29; loss of, xxviii, Xxxvii, 24-5 ; men- 
tioned, 19, 23, 26 
Rainbow, see Humphrey and Thomas 
Royal Charles, 349 
Rupert, see Prince Rupert 
Ste. Anne (barque), 103, 105, 108, 
109, 246 
St. Pierre (St. Peter) (barque), 103, 
108, 246 
St. Peter, 215 
Shaftesbury, 1, 2 
Success, chartered for 1685, 143 ; 
commanded by J. Outlaw, 152, 153, 
215; expected home, 203; men- 
tioned, 151, 1523 wrecked, xxxix, 
1447, 1687, 215”, 324 
Wivenhoe, xxiiin, 163, 260, 295, 348, 
349, 350 
Yonge, 339» 373» 375 385 
Ships, captured by French, 161, 165, 
2EIM, 213, 215, 218, 224, 229, 251, 
267, 306, 338, 339 3 Chartered (hired), 
II, 40, 98, 143, 153, 228, 233 3 depar- 
ture of, 228 ; difficulty in chartering, 
XXXVii, 43, 125, 230; French in Mil- 
fordhaven, 155; fur coats given to 
masters of, 142, 185; loss of, xxviii ; 
sail by Northern route, 25 ; shallops, 
1133 signal, 235; size of, 43 ; small, 
9, 443 to make the voyage in one 
season, 26 
Shirts, 22 
Short, Jos., 180” 
Shot, 123, 127, 198, 324 
Signatures, 12” 
Silvy, Father Antoine, 117”, 154, 196”, 
2352, 2362, 3062, 321”, 367 
Simpson, John, 339, 376 
Sinclair, Stephen, 190, 194, 196 
Sir Edward Dering’s Island, xxvii 
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Sir James Hayes River, see Hayes River 

Sr. James Island, xxvii 

Skelton, Bevil, 2057, 220, 251, 253 

Slude (Slood), xxxv, 22, 44-5, 46-7, 186 ; 
see also Isinglass 

Slude (Slood, Isinglass) River, 77, 122, 
183 

Smith, Adam, xii, xiii 

Smithsend, Nicholas, 214 

Smithsend, Richard, 1547, 214, 215, 217, 
233, 242, 244, 264, 304, 339 

Southampton, Cape, 300 

Spikes, 7 

Stag Island, xxvi 

Stag Rock, xxvi 

Stephens (Stevens), John, 143, 316, 332 

Stinking Lake (Lac des Puants) see Winni- 
peg, Lake 

Stockee, Mr., 327 

Stockings, 182 

Stow, John, 1” 

Strawberries, xxxiv 

Strutton (Stretons) Island, xxviii 

Sunderland, Robert, Earl of, rrom, 131, 
132”, 134, 136, 140, 216”, 220, 227M, 
230, 2497, 262, 329, 330 

- Superior (Tracy), Lake, xxi, xxiin, 278, 
288, 298, 299 

Success, see Ships 

Swan Tavern, 1557 

Swine, see Hogs 


TADOUSSAC, xxiii, xxxix, 287, 308, 309, 
310 

Temple, Mr., 1291 

Tetherley Island, 39, 41, 58 

Thames, River, 2497 

Thornton, John, xviin, xviii, xxv, Xxvi, 
XXVIl, XXVili, 1967 

Thornton, Samuel, xxviii 

Thorpe, John, 103 

Three Rivers (Trois Riviéres), xxiiiz, 
287, 297 

Tiles, 27 

Tobacco, Brazil, 142, 144, 180, 198, 333- 
43 complaints about, 142; exchange 
value of, 127, 185, 195; traded by 
French, 142 ; Virginia, 144 

Toulon, 131 

Tracy, Lake, see Superior, Lake 
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Trade Goods, 8, 27, 38, 48, 113, 121, 125, 
126, I4I 

Trade, Private, forbidden, xiii, xxxvii ; 
mentioned, 76 ; oath against, 53, 74, 
88; precautions against, 32, 36, 50, 
§2, 412, 115, 140,204, 249, as04% 
seized, 22 ; waiters to prevent, 67, 98, 


153 
Trade, Standard of, 120-1, 125, 180, 195, 


197-8 

Transactions between England and 
France (1687), 216” 

Traps, 236 


Treaty of Breda, 274, 282, 284, 289 

Treaty of Neutrality (1686), 216”, 2297, 
264, 265, 269, 270, 275, 284, 285, 292, 
3025 329-30, 347 

Treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye (1632), 
286n, 291-2 

Trodely Island, xxvii 

Trois Riviéres, see Three Rivers _ 

Troyes, Pierre, Chevalier de, xxxviii, 
XXXIX, 211M, 2137, 230M, 313 ; quota- 
tion from journal of, xxxvin, 306, 319, 
320 

Trumbull (Trumbold), Sir William, 155, 
157, 160, 161, 205” 

Turnips, xxxiv 

Twine, 124 

Tynemouth, 777, 87 


VERNER, HuGH, at Charlton Island, 120 ; 
biography of, 391-3 5 captured by de 
Troyes, xxxix, 320-1 ; chief of Rupert 
R., xxxvill, 76; criticism of, xxxvil ; 
letter from Z. Jolliet to, xxxviii, 312 ; 
recalled, 186 ; wife of, 186 

Verrazzano, Giovanni da, 276 

Versailles, 247, 248 

Vessels, see Ships 

Vincent, John, 141, 143 

Virginia, 257 

Visscher, Nikolaas, xx 

Vissers (Fishers), see Martens 


WAGES AND SALARIES, accountant’s, 206, 
208, 209; agreements for, 68; De- 
puty Governor’s 3, 19, 453; Gover- 
nor’s, 10, 112, 178, 192-3, 236-95 
landsmen’s, 110 ; method of payment 


‘\ 
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of, xv, 11-12, 28; rates paid, 46, 52, 
G7, 112, 122, Y4I, 177 1945 201, 241 5 
retrenchment in, xxxvil, 178-9, 193, 
201 ; seamen’s, XXXVli, 43, I10, 113 3 
secretary's, 206, 208, 209 ; warehouse- 
keeper’s, 45 

Waiters, 66, 67, 98, 99, 102, 153, 203, 
3045 305 

Walker, James, 82”, 86, III, 112, I14, 
115, 116, 128 

Walker, Nehemiah, affidavit by, 295, 
brother of, 86% ; captures Expectation, 
Xv, xxix ; character of, xxxvi, XXXVil ; 
commands Diligence, xxvili, 25, 29; 43> 
66, 72, 77, 85, 87, 90, 98 3 commands 
Sohn and Alexander, 2; dismissed, 
120; father of, 82” ; instructions for, 
I, 26, 29-30, 78, 85-6, 102 ; mate to, 
7, 253 mentioned, xxxii, 28, 30, 40, 
453; wintered (1681-82) on Charlton 
Island, 30” 

Walker, William, Senr., instructions for, 
11723; presented to King James II, 
13523 signs letters, etc., 82, 84, 85, 
89, 99, 100, 102, 113, 116, 117, 118, 
119, 128, 129, 145, 146, 148, 149, 153 5 
sons of, 827, 867 

Walkers Pt., xxvii 

Wallis, Benjamin, 340 

Walrus Teeth, 427 

Ward, John, 122 

Warehousekeeper, see 
Company 

Warner, John, 340 

Wastall, Edward, 29 

Webb, Richard, 262 

Welsh, Thomas, 190, 194, 196, 197, 201, 
241 

Weymans, Gerrard, signs letters, etc., 12, 
16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 27, 30, 31, 32, 33> 
34> 37) 47> 49) 50, 82, 84, 85, 89, 99, 
100, 129 

White, William, 94” 
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Whitehall, 92, 109, 134, 139, 207, 210, 
220, 2487, 329, 330, 342 

William III, King, 335” 

Winchester, 129, 130 

Windsor, 62, 101, 265, 293, 341 

Wine, xxxv, 118 

Winnipeg (Puants, Stinking) Lake, xxii, 
XXIll, 278, 288, 299 

Wire, 182 

Wise (Wyse), John, 1357, 1457 

Wit, Frederick de, xix, xx 

Wivenhoe, see Ships 

Wood Island, xxvi 

Woodrovers, 280 

Wren, Sir Christopher, President of 
Royal Society, xxxiiz; signs letters, 
At@a 1, TO, Ts WOK HOS Pils HG Biol Sir 
325 33> 349 37> 49» 59, 99, 100 


YONGE, see SHIPS 

Yonge, William, delivers letter to Gover- 
nor, 227; draws up the Company’s 
case against the French, 2227, 226 ; 
letter from, 1177 ; letters to, 128 ; on 
Committee to attend Commissioners, 
226”; presented to King James II, 
169”; promise to R. Sandford by, 
141 ; signs letters, etc., 12, 16, 18, 19, 
2G5 215.225 235 247 327 333 34, 379 472 
49> 59, $2) 55> 56, 57, 82, 84, 85, 89, 
129, 171, 172) 173) 174) 175, 182, 184, 
189, 191, 196, 200, 202, 230, 238, 
245 

York Fort, xxvii, 196, 199, 202, 224, 241, 
243 

York, His Royal Highness James, Duke 
of, (later King James II), abdication of, 
3352, as Governor, 73, 81”, 83, 91; 
93, 218, 223, 248” ; as King James II, 
XXXIX, 1357, 220”, 229” ; letters signed 
by order of, 81, 82, 83, 86, 90, 328-9 ; 
mention ed, 687, 697, 93, III, 115,129”, 
EQls 1725 0749 2745-275 
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